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Bird Studies and Surveys



Mai Po Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site Waterbird Monitoring Programme
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2016
International Black-faced Spoonbill Census 2016
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2016
International Black-faced Spoonbill Census 2016

Place
2014 

No. in 2014
( %
% to total)

2015 
No. in 2015
( %
% to total)

2016 
No. in 2016
( %
% to total)

Trend
( 2015

Against 2015)

Taiwan 1,659 (60.9%) 2,034 (62.4%) 2,060 (61.4%) + 26 (+1.2%)

( )
Hong Kong & Shenzhen 
(Deep Bay)

252 (9.2%) 411 (12.6%) 371 (11.1%) - 40 (-9.7%)

Mainland China      
( Zhejiang Fujian
Guangdong Guangxi
Hainan Shanghai
Jiangsu)

339 (12.4%) 330 (10.1%) 434 (12.9%) +104 (+31.5%)

Japan 350 (12.8%) 371 (11.4%) 383 (11.6%) +12 (+3.2%)

Vietnam 40 (1.5%) 40 (1.2%) 9 (0.3%) -31 (-77.5%)

Macao 60 (2.2%) 55 (1.7%) 61 (1.8%) +6 (+10.9%)

South Korea 26 (1.0%) 31 (0.9%) 38 (1.1%) +7 (+22.5%)

The Philippines 3* (0.0%) 0* (0.0%) 1* (0.0%) No Change

Thailand 0 (0.0%) 1* (0.0%) 0* (0.0%) No Change

Cambodia 0 (0.0%) 1* (0.0%) 0* (0.0%) No Change

Total 2,726 3,272 3,356 + 84
(+2.57%)



Bird survey in Long Valley
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Assessment of the ecological role of birds  in Hong Kong's secondary forests

• Funded by: 
Environment and Conservation Fund

• Study Period: 
2014 7 2016 4 July 2014 – April 2016

• Major Study Site: 
Tai Po Kau Nature Reserve 

• No. of Mist-net Survey: 
32 times



Assessment of the ecological role of birds  in Hong Kong's secondary forests

• No. of bird-captures: 539
• No. of individuals captured: 407
• No. of species captured: 46
• Frugivorous species: 16
• Plant species: 19
• Dominant species captured: 

Red-billed Leiothrix, Huet’s Fulvetta, 
Cinereous Tit

• Important seed disperser: 
Chestnut Bulbul 

(10 plant species & half faecal samples with seeds)



-
The Hong Kong Bird Atlas, with the Engagement of Citizen Scientists

• Funded by: 
Environment and Conservation Fund

• Study Period: 
2016 3 2019 2 March 2016 – February 2019

• 120
120 keen birdwatchers 
engaged

• 1,200

1,200 survey grids have 
been assigned/surveyed

• 11 !!
Next recruitment will be 
in November!!



Census of Sparrow in the City

• 5 8 9 10
427 4,503

32

• Sparrow Census was conducted on 8th May, a total of
4,503 Eurasian Tree Sparrows were recorded by 427
citizens. It is estimated that Hong Kong has around 320
thousand Tree Sparrow.



Conservation



•
•
• Area of “Residential (Group D)” zoning by two-thirds
• Sadly, there is still one large mature tree left within the revised 

residential zoning. 

Draft Po Toi Islands Outline Zoning Plan



• 2016 3
•

•
5

• Published in March 2016
• The only systematic monitoring of 

the state and progress of 
biodiversity conservation in Hong 
Kong.

• The third report of the same series, 
which reports on data collected 
over the past 5 years.

2013 & 2014
Hong Kong Headline Indicators for Biodiversity and 

Conservation 2013-2014



• 2016 8
•

•

• Finalized in August 2016
• Circulated to the Environment 

Bureau, the Development Bureau 
and other key stakeholders

• We hope works around egretries can 
be planned and executed without 
causing unavoidable impacts.

Guidelines for planning and carrying out construction 
works at Egretries



• 13
• 2016 5

• HKBWS reported 13 cases of eco-vandalism in the past 
year. 

• Including the dumping of C&D wastes at fishpond bunds in 
Lut Chau in May 2016. 

Eco-vandalisms



•
7

:
–
–
–

• HKBWS submitted 7 submissions 
under the EIAO including:
– Tung Chung New Town Extension
– Sha Tin Cavern Sewage 

Treatment Works
– Hung Shui Kiu New Development 

Area

-
Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance 

Submissions



• 94
:

–
–
–

• HKBWS submitted 94 submissions under 
the TPO including:
– Developments within the “Wetland Buffer Area” 
– New Territories Exempted Houses (Tai Tan, Ko Tong, Uk Tau)
– Outline Zoning Plans and Development Permission Areas 

(e.g. Tung Chung Valley, Yi O, Pak Sha O, Po Toi Islands, etc.)

-
Town Planning Ordinance Submissions



• 8

•

7

• HKBWS attended 8 Town 
Planning Board hearings. 

• Representations were made 
regarding 7 OZPs, namely Lai 
Chi Wo, Yung Shue O, Po Toi 
Islands, Chek Keng, Yi O, Pak 
Sha O and Tung Chung Valley.

Town Planning Board Meetings



•

• Including the Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (BSAP), 
Planning and Engineering Study for Housing Sites in Yuen 
Long South and Lantau development.

Community Engagement Activities



Projects & Activities



Nature Conservation Management for Long Valley

• 2015-17 28
14

• “Nature Conservation Management for Long Valley 2015-17” 
is in progress. 28 farmers were engaged, managing about 
14ha of farmland.

• 1 304
• In the past year, 1 new bird species was record. The to total no. of 

birds species recorded in LV has increased to 304.



•

• To raise the public awareness on wetland conservation 
and project sustainability, various types of activities were 
organized and eco-rice was sold in different farmer‘s 
market.

Nature Conservation Management for Long Valley

Exhibition at Time Square Farm products selling at Farmfest



Nature Conservation Management for Long Valley

Eco wet-agricultural farming course
: 2016 4-11

-
-
-

LV eco-tour guide training course
: 2016 11



Nature Conservation Management for Long Valley

Long Valley Harvest Fest
3 &16, Jan 2016

The Big Bunting 2015 



Hong Kong Fishpond Conservation Scheme

• 2015-17 148
662

• “Hong Kong Fishpond Conservation Scheme 2015-17”
continually working with 148 fishpond operators and managing
more than 662 hectares of fishponds.

•

• Waterbirds and wetland-dependent
birds obtained extra food source
from the drained fishponds and
ecological value of fishponds was
enhanced.



Waterbird Monitoring

Hong Kong Fishpond Conservation Scheme
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Education Programmes

Hong Kong Fishpond Conservation Scheme



Hong Kong Fishpond Conservation Scheme

Education Programmes



Hong Kong Fishpond Conservation Scheme

Education Programmes



Discover the Urban Nature of Hong Kong cum City Sparrow Census



Discover the Urban Nature of Hong Kong cum City Sparrow Census
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Discover the Urban Nature of Hong Kong cum City Sparrow Census

�

�



Hong Kong Park Green Hunt
• 19 180 / 180 students from 19primary schools
• / half day training and half day competition



Crested Bulbul Club

•
Volunteer service in Kowloon & HK Park & Wetland Park



Publications



Membership & Society’s Affairs



• 1,873 (2016 10 )

• No. of members: 1,873 (Oct 2016) 



• 12
• 32
• 9

• Indoor Meeting: 12  
• Bird watching outing 32
• + Outing led by Crested Bulbul Club: 9



Bird Watching Course

• 2
• 1

• Elementary Bird Watching Course :  2
• Forest Birds Identification Workshop 1



2nd Outing Leader Training Program

• 2015 9 ~ 2016 12 10

• Sept 2015 ~ Dec 2016
• Total 10 Trainees



Hong Kong Bird Watching Day Cum Bird Race Fundraising Event

• 2016 4 2 3
• ~ 18
• ~ 14 (12 )
• : $62,088

• 2 to 3 April, 2016
• Challenger’s category ~ 19 Teams
• Secondary School category ~ 14 Teams (12 Schools)
• Raised Fund:HK$62,088



New member orientation

• 2016 1
• 24

• Held in Jan 2016
• Total 24 new members



China & Overseas 



China Conservation Fund 

• 2016 7 ,
• :

–
–

• Theme: Targeting newly established BWSs, 7 proposal 
were received

• Two projects were funded this year: 
– “Scaly-sided Merganser Village Guardian”
– “Breeding survey of Scaly-sided Merganser in Northeast 

China”



Conservation of threatened species

•

•

Blue-crowned Laughingthrush
• Supported by Ocean Park 

Conservation Foundation, 
Hong Kong

• “Study of wintering ground and 
breeding behavior of BCLT in
Wuyuan, Jiangxi Province”



Conservation of threatened species
•

– 2016 5 8 10

–

• Jankowski’s Bunting 
– Survey to in Inner Mongolia 

between 8th and 10th May, 2016
– Joint survey with Northeast 

Normal University and China Bird 
Watching Society



Conservation of threatened species
•

– 2016

– 2016 1
(45 )

• Spoon-billed Sandpiper
Survey in southern China
- Joint 2016 international SBS winter 

census organized by SBS task force 
- A record-breaking number of 45 

Spoon-billed Sandpiper was sighted 
in southwest coast of Guangdong, in 
Jan, 2016



Capacity building of local conservation groups 
in southern China

•
(CEPF)

– :
,

–

– :

• Supported by Critical 
Ecosystem Partnership Fund 

– Aim: awareness raising on bird 
protection and to address illegal 
shorebird trapping problem via 
building capacity of local NGOs

– Workshops on environmental 
Education and Bird Monitoring were 
held respectively

– Location: Coastal areas of SE 
Gaungdong and Guangxi 



Others

•
• China Coastal Waterbird

Census

•
2016 2 23
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