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Membership’s Affairs

1. The latest number of HKBWS member stands at 1,873(as at 15 Oct 2016) compared to 1,943 in 2015 at
the same time.

2. 32 member’s outings were organized for 2016, with additional 9 by Crested Bulbul Club targeted for both
members and the public. There were 12 indoor meetings this year.

3. The "Hong Kong Bird Watching Day Cum Bird Race Fundraising Event" took place from 2" to 3"
April, 2016. There were 18 teams joined Challenger’s category & 14 teams (12 secondary schools) in
Secondary School category which was a newly developed category.

4.  Member’s benefit: Minox, Steiner & Zeiss continued to offer member discount. Sightron & Celestron
started to offer member discount for designated models from Nov 2015 onwards. Swarovski offered a
one-off discount for discontinued models of binoculars in August.

5. New member orientation was held in January with a total of 24 new members joining orienteering talk
and Mai Po outing. The next orientation is planned in coming December.

Bird Studies and Surveys

1) The Mai Po Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site Waterbird Monitoring Programme continued to be supported
by Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) contract (Jul 2015- Jun 2016 and Jul
2016 — Jul 2017).

2) The bird monitoring programme in Long Valley continues under the Project “Nature Conservation
Management for Long Valley 2015-2017” funded by Environment and Conservation Fund (ECF). The
cumulative bird species is 304.

3) *“Assessment of the Ecological Role of Birds in Hong Kong’s Secondary Forests”, started in July 2014,
aims at studying the ecological role of birds in secondary forests, especially on seed dispersal and
ecological succession. The project would last for around one and a half year and the major project is Tai Po
Kau Special Area. This project is funded by ECF.

4) “The Hong Kong Bird Atlas, with the Engagement of Citizen Scientists” started in March 2016, and is
predicted to be finished in February 2019. It aims at updating the Hong Kong Breeding Atlas and Winter
Atlas. We have got help from around 120 keen birdwatchers to do the survey, and will continue to recruit
surveyors next season. The project is funded by ECF.

5) The International Black-faced Spoonbill Census 2016 was conducted and a total of 3,356 individuals
were recorded — a new peak for this species.

6) Tree Sparrow Census was conducted on 8th May, a total of 4,503 Eurasian Tree Sparrows were recorded
by 427 citizens. It is estimated that Hong Kong has around 320 thousand Tree Sparrow.

7) Bird survey was conducted in Fung Yuen since 2006 commissioned by Environmental Association
(formerly Tai Po Environment Association) which is a part of their Management Agreement project. The
cumulative number of bird species is 104.

8) Survey and Remove House Crow Nests in HK 2016, funded by AFCD was completed in August 2016.

9) Report of the HKBWS research groups:

(@) The Records Committee
® The Records Committee met three times during the period from October 2015 to September 2016.
® The “2014 HK Bird Report” was published in May 2016 and a total of 136 Unusual Records
Forms of that year were processed.
® In the last year, twelve species were added to Category | of the HK List during the year, American
Wigeon, European Golden Plover, Franklin’s Gull, Widge-tailed Green Pigeon, Oriental Dwarf
Kingfisher, Grey-backed Shrike, Asian Short-toed Lark, Brown-eared Bulbul, Greenish Warbler,




Emei Leaf Warbler, Boot Warbler and Olive-backed Sunbird. Two species were transferred from
Category 1IA and Il to Category I, including Red-throated Tit, Grey-backed Shrike and
Olive-backed Sunbird. Three species were added to Category Il of the HK List, Ruby-cheeked
Sunbird, Zebra Dove and Golden Babbler.
® The total number of species on the HK List in Category | and Il now stands at 547.
(b) Egret Research Group —
® The group continued to survey breeding egrets. The result showed that the number of nests was
1,248 nests this year. It was 1,418 last year.
® ERG conducted a foraging flight and habitat use study of egrets and herons nesting at Tai Tong,
Yuen Long. This study could provide a reference when formulating the stance of Yuen Long South
development.
® A poster presentation of "The long term monitoring of nesting egrets and herons in Hong Kong"
was submitted to the Symposium and Workshop on “Herons of the World” at the 2016 Waterbird
Society Meeting, New Bern, North Carolina, USA, 20-23 September 2016.
(c) Black-faced Spoonbill Research Group —
® Colour-ringed BFS recording system was launched in March 2012. A total of 790 re-sightings of
colour-ringed BFS had been collected till now.
® Age structure survey was conducted in winter 2015-16 by AFCD contract.
® \With the help of Shenzhen Bird Watching Society and birders from Macao, “Coordination of
Black-faced Spoonbill Monitoring with reference to the Deep Bay area in 2015-16 winter” was
conducted under AFCD contract.
(d) Tern Research Group — The group continued surveying breeding terns in Hong Kong.
® During the 2016 breeding season, the Society carried out 17 weekly tern surveys around East and
South Hong Kong waters under a contract with AFCD. Around 1,400 breeding terns were
recorded.
(e) Kite Research Group —The monthly kite count is continued. Two breeding surveys were conducted
in Nam Long Shan and Stonecutter Island in April 2016.
()  Swallow Research Group — The group continued to survey Swallow Nest this year.
® The annual training workshop of swallow nest survey was organized on 23 Apr 2016, including
an indoor briefing and a site visit. A total of 7 new volunteers join the event.
® An exchange with the Shenzhen Bird Watching Society has been conducted on 23 July and 7
Aug 2016 about the swallow survey.
® Special thanks to over 53 swallow lovers who have donated their money to the printing of a new
leaflet on swallow. A total of HK$36,564 has been raised and HK$23,400 were spent in the
printing of 12,000 traditional Chinese leaflet, 1,000 simplified Chinese leaflet and 1,000 English
leaflet. The rest of the raised fund will be reserved for the reprint of the leaflet.
() HKBWS Bird Ringing Group
® 1,453 birds were captured and released at Mai Po during the season autumn 2015 to summer
2016. Among these 1,453 birds, 229 were re-trapped while 1,224 were ringed for the first time.
® Totally 55 species were recorded and released in the season.
® A total of 31 bird ringing activities were completed in the season.

Projects and Activities

1.

Nature Conservation Management for Long Valley 2015-2017, co-organized by HKBWS and The
Conservancy Association, funded by ECF, is continued and is currently engaging 28 farmers and managing
about 14 ha of farmlands.

“Fishpond Conservation Scheme in Ramsar Site 2015-17” and the “Hong Kong Got Fishponds -
Eco-fishpond Management Agreement Scheme 2015-2017” were continued funded by ECF until Feb
2017. A total of 148 fish farmers, managing around 662 hectares of fishponds in the Northwest NT, have
been engaged in this project.

“Discover the Urban Nature of Hong Kong cum City Sparrow Census” aims at introducing the
interesting elements of the urban nature to the general public and students. A census will also be launched




8.
9.

and general public will be invited to join. This project is funded by Environmental Campaign Committee

and the project period is from Sept 2015 to Aug 2017.

® Sparrow Carnival was held on 1st May, 2016 with over 10,000 visits on that day.

®  Over 3000, 1200 and 50 entries were received in the colouring competition (Kindergarten), drawing
competition (Primary school) and photography competition (Secondary school) respectively.

® 2015-16 Urban Eco-ambassadors programme was finished in August. Over 100 students were
trained under this programme.

“Hong Kong’s Got Fishpond — Aquaculture of Fresh-water Fish in Hong Kong History” is funded by
The Lord Wilson Heritage Trust from Jun 2015 to Oct 2016. This project will record the history of fishpond
operators in the Northwest NT of the past 50 years. Information will be uploaded in our website very soon.
Two Elementary Bird Watching Classes for beginners were organized in Nov 2015 and Feb 2016. A total
of 72 people attended the courses & Forest Birds Identification Workshop in Janurary for 20 participants.
The second Leader Training Programme was completed by the end of 2015 for its theory part and 10
trainees were undergoing a 1 year practical sessions till end of 2016.

Bird Fairs: Delegates were sent to various oversea bird fairs and bird race — Sarawak Bird Race in
September (Lai Nga yee & Fion Au), Taipei Bird Fair in October (Hung WM, Christina Chan and Alvin
Hui), Japan Bird Fair in November (Sam Chang), 7" Asian Bird Fair in Jingshan (Austin Ng & David
Roberson) and Philippines Bird Fair in November (Woo Ming Chuen & Fion Au)

A Waterbird Count Training Workshop was organized in Jan 2016 with 17 participants.

An Egretry Count Training Workshop was organized in Apr 2016 with 18 participants.

10. A training workshop on Black-faced Spoonbill Census was conducted in Dec 2015 with 36 participants.
11. Crested Bulbul Club :

@® Co-organized with LCSD to hold an environmental education activity called the Hong Kong Park
Green Hunt. This was held in Hong Kong Park in Jan 2016 and involved 25 teams 120 students from
16 primary schools.

® Morning bird watching tours once per week continued in Kowloon Park and Hong Kong Park.
Around 2,330 general public participated in the activities.

® Continued to help to promote bird watching in Hong Kong Wetland Park every Saturday and Sunday
(service suspended from May to September).

® Managed 2 booths in the Flower, Bird, Insect and Fish Exhibition which took place in Fanling in late
December 2015. The theme of our booth is fishpond conservation.

China and Overseas

1.

China Conservation Fund 2015-16- Two projects were selected out of 7 applications, the two grantees
were under The Scaly-sided Merganser Fund supported: “Scaly-sided Merganser Village Guardian” and
“Breeding survey of Scaly-sided Merganser in Northeast China”.

China Coastal Waterbird Census Report 1.2010-12.2011 was published in November, 2015.

Ocean Park Conservation Foundation, Hong Kong funded the project “Study of wintering ground and
breeding behavior of Blue-crowned Laughingthrush in Wuyuan, Jiangxi Province” between 2015 and
2017. Winter survey and breeding survey were conducted.

In 2015, we organized an activity along the flyway to spread the message of conservation of Spoon-billed
Sandpiper through sending postcards. Postcards of Spoon-billed Sandpiper were prepared by kids from
its wintering grounds in South East Asia to the places in Mainland China, Japan and South Korea along
Spoon-billed Sandpiper’s migratory route, up to the breeding ground in Russia. A facebook page was set
up to promote the activity and the facebook was managed by people from the range countries of
Spoon-billed Sandpiper named “Following Spoonies to migrate, Spoon-billed Sandpiper Flyway
Exchange”. A record-breaking number of 45 Spoon-billed Sandpiper was sighted in Leizhou, Guangdong,
during the International winter census of Spoon-billed Sandpiper in January, 2016.

A joint survey for Jankowski’s Bunting (Emberiza jankowskii) in Inner Mongolia, China, with Northeast
Normal University and China Bird Watching Society was carried out between 12" and 15" Nov, 2016.
HKBWS had received support from the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) in 2014 with an
objective to build up capacity of local conservation groups in Southern China, which will help address




illegal shorebird trapping problem. The project aided Zhanjiang Bird Watching Society to establish,
promoted cooperation between local civil society organizations and government authorities, and
effectively helped to reduce the number of mist-nets for illegal bird trapping. The second phase of CEPF
project started in July, 2016.

Together with bird watching societies in Shenzhen, Guangzhou, Zhuhai and Macau, a joint meeting was
held in 23" February, 2016 in Zhuhai to discuss possible collaboration and idea exchange.

Co-organized 2" North East Asian Land Bird Monitoring Workshop in Hong Kong between 171

and 18" March, 2016

Conservation

1.

In November 2015, HKBWS together with the efforts of other green groups successfully persuaded the
Town Planning Board to reduce the area of “Residential (Group D)” zoning by two-thirds in the draft Po
Toi Islands Outline Zoning Plan. Sadly, there is still one of the largest mature trees left within the
revised residential zoning. The Society will keep monitor if there will be any development on Po Toi to
protect this important site for the stopping-over of migratory birds.

In March 2016, HKBWS published the latest report of “Hong Kong Headline Indicators for Biodiversity
and Conservation 2013-2014”, the only systematic monitoring of the state and progress of biodiversity
conservation in Hong Kong. This is the third report of the same series, which reports on data collected
over the past 5 years. This report is particularly important as it provides key baseline information about
the key threats and challenges to biodiversity that the Hong Kong’s Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan
is intended to address.

In August 2016, HKBWS finalized the “Guidelines for planning and carrying out construction works at
egretries” and have circulated them to the Environment Bureau, the Development Bureau and other key
stakeholders. We hope the guidelines will assist works departments, contractors and project proponents
both to plan and execute works around egretries without causing unavoidable impacts.

HKBWS reported 13 cases of eco-vandalism, including the dumping of C&D wastes at fishpond bunds in
Lut Chau in May 2016. Relevant Government departments have investigated the case and will take
appropriate enforcement actions.

HKBWS submitted 7 submissions under the Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance, including
comments on Environmental Impact Assessment Reports and Project Profiles.

HKBWS submitted 94 submissions under the Town Planning Ordinance, including comments on
planning applications, draft outline zoning plans and draft development permission area plans since
October 2015.

HKBWS attended 8 Town Planning Board hearings where representations were made regarding the Lai
Chi Wo OZP, Yung Shue O OZP, Po Toi Islands OZP, Chek Keng OZP, Yi O OZP, Pak Sha O OZP and
Tung Chung Valley OZP.

HKBWS participated in public engagement activities for major development projects including the
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan, Planning and Engineering Study for Housing Sites in Yuen Long
South and Lantau development.

Publications

1. Hong Kong Bird Report 2014 : HKBR 2014 published in May 2016.
2. HKBWS Bulletin: Four issues (issue 238-241) were published during 2015-16.
3. Crested Bulbul Club continuously published her bulletin 3 times per year.

Office

1.

In order to strengthen our capacity in research work, we have recruited Dr. Pang Chun Chiu as our Senior
Researcher under a special term since Nov 2015.

2. Ms. Ji Qiushuang has been recruited as our Project Officer since Nov 2015 to replace Mr. Leung Ming Hon.
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