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Ramsar designation would increase protection
of IBA sites like this seasonally flooded forest
and wetland in Cambodia.
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All countries and territories in Asia have at least one IBA site that
qualifies for recognition under the Ramsar Convention but has not yet
been designated. In total there are almost 1,000 internationally
important wetlands in Asia that have not yet been recognized under
Ramsar. These are some of the important messages contained in a new
report by BirdLife International launched at the 9* Ramsar international
wetlands conference in Kampala, Uganda in November.

The report. Important Bird Areas and potential Ramsar sites in
Asia identifies 1,111 Important Bird Areas (IBAs), which contain
wetland areas that qualify as Ramsar Sites. Asian governments have
so far designated a total of 144 Ramsar Sites, which protect all or part
of 120 IBAs. This means that 991 sites, or 89% of the potential sites
identified in the BirdLife International report, have not yet been
afforded protection under the Ramsar Convention. Of these, the
largest numbers are in China (205), India (159), Japan (112)
and eastern Russia (118),

BirdLife data shows that there are many pressures on
wetlands in Asia, Agricultural intensification and expansion,
industrial development and expanding cities, and activities
such as unsustainable fishing and hunting are pushing in
on wetlands across the region. This in turn threatens wetland-

Dr. Lei Guanchun (left) of the
Ramsar Bureau accepts the new
BirdLife Jpublication from
BirdLife's Simba Chan.
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dependent bird species. In the Asia region 91 of these are now listed
as globally threatened in the TUCN Red List.

Simba Chan, Senior Conservation Officer with BirdLife’s Asia
Division said, “The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands provides an
excellent opportunity to strengthen the protection and management of
Asia’s wetlands. We urge governments to consider the designation of
additional Ramsar Sites in their countries, for the benefit of biodiversity
and human livelihoods.™

There are already encouraging signs. In November, Japan
announced the designation of 20 new Ramsar Sites, nine of which are
IBAs.

BirdLife would like to thank Naturally Plus and Toyota Motor
Corporation for their support for this publication, as well as the Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds (BirdLife in the UK),
Vogelbescherming Nederland (BirdLife in the Netherlands), the
Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the Ernest Kleinwort
Charitable Trust for their support for this project.
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Haribon work
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The Philippines National Bird, the magnificent Haring Ibon, is fast-
vanishing in the wild with possibly less than 500 individuals remaining.
Since January 2005 BirdLife’s Philippine Partner the Haribon
Foundation, named after the bird, began a new project in partnership
with Conservation International (Philippines) and the Philippine Eagle
Foundation. The Haring Ibon or Philippine Eagle (Pithecophaga
jefferyi) Conservation Project aims to sustain conservation of eagle
populations in the wild through appropriate research and action
involving local stakeholders.

The Haring Ibon, arguably the largest eagle in the world. is listed
under CITES Appendix I and II and categorized as a Critically

There may just be 500 or less Haring Ibon (Philippine Eagle)
| remaining in the wild. Photo by Mr. Al Manaloto
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Professor Blas
Tabaranza

Director of Terrestrial
Ecosystem, Haribon
Foundation
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Forest habitats like this in the Sierra Madre, Luzon are vital for
conservation of the magnificent Philippine Eagle.
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Endangered species by BirdLife-ITUCN. Endemic to the country, it is
known from remaining dipterocarp forests in eastern Luzon, Samar,
Leyte and Mindanao.

Continuing destruction and fragmentation of forests through
commercial timber extraction and shifting cultivation remains a major
threat to the eagle. Old growth forest continues to be lost rapidly and
it is thought that as little as 9.220 km’ may remain within the eagle’s
range. Moreover, significant portions of remaining lowland forest are
still leased to logging concessions. Large-scale mining, which the
current government strongly supports to revitalize the industry and
improve its economy, and uncontrolled hunting, pose additional
threats.

Since 1970 there have been a number of local and international
initiatives to save the species, including the passing of legislation
prohibiting persecution and protecting nests.

However, there are a lot of gaps yet to be addressed in terms of
further research, habitat conservation and expansion, capability
building of local stakeholders, sustained Information-Education-
Communication (IEC) campaigns and networking.

This new initiative has a number of targeted interventions to take
forward conservation of the Philippine Eagle. The work will focus on
a number of Important Bird Areas (IBAs) which remain as strongholds
for the birds. The team will locate and verify nesting sites in Mt
Hilong-hilong and Mt. Diuata Mountain Range on Mindanao, and Mts.
Irid-Angilo on Luzon and determine their habitat requirements.

The project will work to determine the extent of forest
fragmentation and threats within known Haring Ibon sites. It will also
include work to establish Haring Ibon’s potential prey species and their
abundance within its identified range. Hunting, trapping, forest
destruction and their impacts on the prey items of Haring Ibon will be
examined.

Using habitat protection measures available to local government the
project aims to enhance habitat expansion and habitat protection
measures. It will help to organize and mobilize local communities to
support Haring Ibon conservation activities. There will be activities to
raise awareness of local stakeholders on the conservation of Haring
Ibon and. at selected sites, help to build their skills and capacity for
conservation initiatives.

The project will also work to broaden the base of support for
Haring Ibon conservation. Planned work in this field includes fostering
business support for Bantay Gubat (Forest Wardens), and developing
Regional Eagle Watch Teams.

In this programme of work, with CI Philippines and Philippine
Eagle Foundation, Haribon is leading the information, education and
communication activities with support of the Royal Dutch Embassy
through the A-nest Project,
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Life Asia Council Meeting
Richard Grimmett - Head, BirdLife Asia Division
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BirdLife Asia Council held its 10th anniversary meeting
in Tokyo in October 2005. The Council is a regional
committee made up of representatives from BirdLife’s
Partners and Affiliates in Asian countries. Members of the
Council work together to determine long-term action plans for
BirdLife partners in the region, as well as developing specific
projects.

Representatives took part from 12 BirdLife network
organizations in the region as well as observers from
Mongolia, Myanmar and The Royal Society for Protection of
Birds (RSPB) in the UK.

Delegates made progress with drawing up a strategy to
follow up the recently published inventory of 2,300 IBAs in
Asia with prioritized conservation action,

There was a presentation on the new BirdLife publication
Important Bird Areas and Potential Ramsar Sites in Asia
(see front page), which uses data on wetland IBAs in Asia, to
identify those that also meet the criteria for designation
under the Ramsar Convention. The meeting considered the
most important actions that the partnership can now take to
promote the designation of IBAs as Ramsar siles.

Bird Conservation Nepal (BCN, BirdLife in Nepal)
introduced its new landmark inventory of important habitats
for birds and biodiversity in Nepal. (See box below for more
details).

A plan was agreed for a process to review candidate
species for adding to the BirdLife/IUCN Red List, and for
monitoring Critical and Endangered species.

Delegates gave feedback on the draft global review on
developing the Local Conservation Group approach to IBA
conservation. This will be incorporated into the final version
of the review.

New bylaws were adopted to allow the establishment
of an Asia Council Executive Committee, which comprises
the Chairman, Vice Chairman and the representative on the
Global Council. This change will streamline decision-

New IBA guide for Nepal

Bird Conservation Nepal (BCN, BirdLife in Nepal)
published a landmark inventory of important habitats for
birds and biodiversity in Nepal in November.

Important Birds Areas in Nepal is a joint effort by
BCN and BirdLife towards protecting the country’s
critically important biodiversity hotspots. It highlights
27 Important Bird Areas (IBAs), 15 of these IBAs are
included within existing protected areas while the other 12
are still unprotected

Dr Hem Sagar Baral, of BCN says. Our recent work
will help government agencies to focus their conservation
priorities to these sites which represent just 20% of the
country’s total area. Protecting these habitats will
safeguard up to 90% of Nepal's rich natural heritage.’

making, and enable them to develop strategies and programs
for approval by Council.

The meeting developed plans for the World Bird Festival
next scheduled for October 2006, and for an education and
communication workshop tentatively planned for 2006.

As usual there was a Partnership Fair at the meeting
with displays and presentations on the year’s work from all
Partners and Affiliates.

Delegates received an update on BirdLife's initiative in
Sumatra to acquire the license to manage a lowland forest
concession for natural forest restoration. They also listened
with interest to the latest developments in vulture
conservation in south Asia, including the government ban on
diclofenac for vetenary use in India. There was a presentation
on the project to support the development of a birdwatching
and conservation network in China

Avian flu is an issue affecting many BirdLife partners and
affiliates in Asia, and the exchange of views and experiences
on this topic was very welcome. A presentation summarized
results of a recent review by the RSBP which highlighted the
lack of evidence of any role played by wild birds in the
spread of the current highly pathogenic avian flu, the fact that
there are no cases of human infection contracted from wild
birds, and spelt out the case against culling of wild birds as a
response to avian flu.

BirdLife Asia Council received a report on an evaluation
of Biodiversity and Nature Conservation Association
(BANCA), which has applied to join the BirdLife network.
BL has been working with BANCA for a number of years
and the Asia Council was pleased to recommend to the
BirdLife Global Council that they be welcomed as the
BirdLife Affiliate. (Their application to the Global Council of
BirdLife International held in Cambridge in November was
approved - see box on page 5)
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One of the displays of the
Partnership fair
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BirdLife Asia Council
Meeting.

7'-;'?1&_[*‘..‘&“ eSO R

L ’J”Qﬂ_;_,,hfﬂ-’!llj{,.; i
"J ‘“t-\.'l

®T ;
ELTHOGERRRLEL) LTI LTORMERERLLB
7

niET R
L DT EEA G

— L% W <
Llrg}u VA L A IJ

- g

A (he
3 L 7=fidd

k=41
= 1IAs

ik B4 X7 HFOBR
RHF24DT
N—FF747 - TYTREZAZIE
r b T—=2~OMA
FHLLTVS I v >rv—0 [
282 (BANCA) oishh 4
DTHZLOHGEEZITE LA, 1
(<23— F5 4 7T EBUEIZHA D
BANCAEHIZHEWMETFoTHEH, M
KERETLBANCAY I —FF5 47
iR Toi— b+ — & I, TR
oL MmELEL 11!J.~
or Ty YT ii',’r,; e
BANCAZIER b RBEZIFTE L
FeDHy 7 Ade TR 25X

K= FF 4 7D

BANCA becomes BirdLife Affiliate
for Myanmar

In November 2005 Biodiversity and Nature
Conservation Association (BANCA) was
welcomed by BirdLife’s Global Council as the
Affiliate for Myanmar. [t becomes the 14th
environmental organization in Asia to join the
BirdLife International partnership.

One of three registered environmental
organisations in Myanmar, BANCA has a good
reputation within communities and with other
NGOs and Government organisations in the
country.

BANCA has taken the lead in developing
the site support group approach in the buffer
zones of Myanmar’s Natmataung National Park
in Chin State. Their work here, which also
includes environmental education. is jointly
implemented with the Wildlife Division of the
government of Myanmar.

A joint research team from BirdLife and
BANCA successfully located several hundred
pairs of Gumey’s Pitta in four lowland forest
sites in Myanmar. The organisation is playing
a key role in conservation efforts for this
species.

Future plans for BANCA include
identifying new IBAs in Myanmar and
advocating with the government for new
protected areas. They plan to publish an
inventory of IBAs of Myanmar and a local
language version of Birds of Myanmar
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The 2005 British Birdwatching Fair raised
money to protect the south-east Asian
forest stronghold of the striking Gurney's
Pitta.

Photo by P D Round/BirdLife
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Seventeen years ago, a couple of hundred
people wandered in and out of a large tent pitched
in a field near a nature reserve in the middle of
Britain. They had come to a small event for
birdwatchers. Since then this has grown into the
largest event for birders in the world - the annual
British Birdwatching Fair. In 2005 around 19,000
people visited the event. There were some 45
events, more than 80 lectures and over 150
different stands related to birds and conservation.

The event is held at Rutland Water and hosted
by the RSPB (BirdLife in the UK) and the Leices-
tershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust.

Profits from the fair are used each year to
support a BirdLife conservation project somewhere
in the world. This year the money will go to
BirdLife’s work to protect the south-east Asian
forest stronghold of the Gurney’s Pitta.

The Gurney's Pitta Pitra gurneyi is a brilliantly
coloured. but secretive bird of the forest floor,
only known from peninsular Thailand and adjacent
southern Myanmar.

However, large areas of this Critically
Endangered species’ habitat are in danger of being
cleared. Funds raised through the British
Birdwatching Fair will be used to establish
protected areas in the lowland forests where the
pitta occurs, as well as training and employing
conservation staff and assisting local wildlife
NGOs in their conservation work with the species.

Previous Birdfairs have raised money for places
as diverse as the rainforests of Sumatra, the
wetlands of Madagascar and the dry forests of
Peru.

Research Grants Available

The British Birdwatching Fair and the RSPB
have jointly established the Birdfair/RSPB
Research Fund for Endangered Birds. The fund
will provide research grants of up to US$2,000 to
support ecological research, surveys and searches
for birds listed by IUCN as “Critically
Endangered” or “Endangered”. Priority is given to
people working in their own countries, particularly
those associated with a local BirdLife Partner or
other conservation NGO. For details contact:
paul.donald@rspb.org.uk
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Japanese Enjoy their 5" Bird Festival
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Noritaka Ichida gave a lecture on ‘Creating
. a future for birds in Japan and Asia’.
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Tega-Numa Lake in Abiko City, Chiba
Prefecture (just outside Tokyo), was the venue
for the 5th Japan Bird Festival in November 2005,
Many people enjoyed the event with its wide range
of events including birdwatching boat trips, art
exhibitions of carving and painting, bird illustration
school, and many stands selling bird-related goods.

Noritaka Ichida. Director of BirdLife Asia
Division, gave a lecture on ‘Creating a future for
birds in Japan and Asia’, at the kind invitation of
the magazine Birder, one of the most popular
birdwatching magazines in Japan. In his distinctive
humorous and relaxed style, Mr. Ichida, who has
been working for the conservation of the
environment for many decades, explained the

present state of conservation and its future very
clearly. At the end of the lecture, Mr. Tadashi
Yoshii of the Yamashina Institute for Ornithology,
who had introduced Ichida to the world of wild
birds many years ago, joined him on stage. He
emphasized the importance of working for
conversation with both sweat and wisdom.

BirdLife Asia Division is not yet widely known
amongst people in Japan, and so this was a very
good opportunity to introduce its work.
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Takashi Taniguchi’s Bird Illustration Studio was a popular

attraction at the Japan Bird Festival 2005.
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The Taipei Birdwatching
Fair was held at Guandu
Nature Park on the
outskirts of Taipei, now
recognized as an IBA.
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Against the backdrop of an anti-bird flu campaign in
Taipei with the slogan “Don’t touch birds, don’t go near
birds” the 7th Taipei Birdwatching Fair in November,
attracted many keen birdwatchers. It was held in November
at Guandu Nature Park on the outskirts of Taipei, Taiwan.

The Park is now recognized as an IBA, but achieving
protection for the area was a long battle spanning the terms
of four Mayors of Taipei City. At the Fair veterans of the
campaign for Guandu, Mr. Chunang Chin Chung and Mr. Lin
Chin Hsung, explained how conservationists fought against
illegal dumping of garbage, and conducted a campaign to buy
the site, which they finally achieved. The Wild Bird Society
of Taipei (member society of Wild Bird Federation Taiwan,
BirdLife Partner in Taiwan) now manages the reserve with
the help of many enthusiastic volunteers.

The main stage attractions such as the lion dance and
lottery, whipped up feverish excitement to add to the already
high humidity and temperatures of 30 degrees. Local groups,
authorities and shops set up a wide variety of events and stalls
in some 50 tents near the center of the Park. One booth
specialized in body painting and it was a quite a sight to see
both young and old wandering round the fair painted with
their favorite birds. At points scattered around the Park
visitors could enjoy birdwatching or experience it for the first
time.

Representatives from nine countries in Asia and Africa
where BirdLife has Partners participated in the event and
promoted friendly relations with local birders. From Japan,
Wild Bird Society of Japan, Hobby's World and Takashi
Taniguchi’s Bird Hlustration Studio participated in the Fair.
Mr. Taniguchi, illustrator of the Field Guide of Birds of
Taiwan. met many visitors who have enjoyed this guide
since it was published in 1991,

It would be wonderful if the bird fairs both in Japan and
Taiwan could grow into events which not only keen birders
but also ordinary citizens are interested in.
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Like many at the Fair this article’s author got into the swing of things

and had her face painted with her favorite bird.
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Milky Storks in Malaysia are dependant on
mangrove forests.

Photo by Jon Hornbuckle
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Mangrove forests must be protected if
globally threatened Milky Storks Mycteria cinerea are to be saved from
extinction in the wild in Malaysia. This is the stark message from the
country’s BirdLife Partner, the Malaysian Nature Society (MNS).

MNS, together with Zoo Negara and the Wildlife and National
Parks Department (Perhilitan), has started a breeding programme at
Kuala Selangor Nature Park. ‘We released four Milky Storks last
year and are monitoring their movements. However, releasing these
birds will not do any good if our mangrove forests on the west coast are
not protected,” said Yeap Chin Aik, MNS Scientific Officer
(Ornithology). He added, ‘It would be no surprise if the Milky Stork
is extinct in Malaysia within five years.’

Just ten birds remain, at the Matang Mangrove Forest Reserve in
Perak. Threats include human disturbance of nesting colonies,
mangrove habitat loss and poaching,

The world population of Milky Stork is estimated at 5,550
individuals. BirdLife classifies the species as Vulnerable on the
IUCN Red List. The majority of Milky Storks are found in Indonesia,
with 5,000 on Sumatra and 400 in west Java. A maximum of 150 birds
(perhaps less) are found in Malaysia and at Tonle Sap Lake in
Cambodia.

The species is resident in mangroves and adjacent swamps in
coastal Indonesia and Malaysia. In Indonesia, tidal forests are
threatened by agricultural conversion and development schemes,
particularly large-scale fish farms, tidal rice cultivation, logging and
related disturbance. Poisoning may be another significant threat. In
1989, 40-50 milky storks were shipped to zoos across south-east
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Asia.

Black-faced Spoonbill - Drafting an Action Plan
for the Bonn Convention
Noritaka Ichida - Director, BirdLife Asia Division

‘Specialists from countries home to the globally endangered
Black-faced Spoonbill, gathered at a workshop in October to
contribute to the drafting of an action plan for the species’
conservation.

Black-faced Spoonbills breed only in the vicinity of the Korean
Peninsula, and at other times of year depend on habitat in the
South and North Koreas, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Vietnam and Japan.

Together with Chinese Crested Tern and Spoon-billed
Sandpiper, Black-faced Spoonbills were identified as priority
species requiring urgent conservation action at the 7th Conference
(2002) of the Parties to the Convention on Migratory Species
(Bonn Convention), and added to the Convention's Appendix 1.

BirdLife, which has undertaken a number of activities for the
conservation of Black-faced Spoonbills since 1994, was asked to

prepare a draft action plan for the Bonn Treaty Office for
future adoption.

Mr. Simba Chan of the BirdLife Asia Division is coordinating
this process and inputs from the workshop will form the basis of the
draft. The workshop was held at Korea University, Tokyo under the

Black-faced Spoonbills breed only in
the vicinity of the Korean Peninsula.
Photo by Professor Chung Jong Ryol
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auspices of the university, WBSJ and BirdLife Asia.

A message from Princess Takamado, Honorary President of
BirdLife International, and a special address by Prof. Chang Byong-
Tai, Principal of Korea University, encouraged participants in
their work. Professor Chung Jong Ryol of the university shared his
many years of research on habitat, conservation work and captive
breeding of the bird, Representatives of participant countries
reported on breeding, migratory routes and current condition of
wintering habitats of Black-faced Spoonbills. There was much
interest in the report by Prof. Yuko Koike and her laboratory team
led by Dr. Masatake Eda of the University of Kyushu on their
new DNA analysis work.

International census work is showing that the species is using an
increasing number of wintering sites and various opinions were put
forward to explain this. These included views that numbers of
Black-faced Spoonbill might be increasing. and alternative
explanations that the change is being caused by the destruction of
as yet unknown wintering sites of the spoonbills in southern China.
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' f,_ The forested Palas Valley in
@ - Pakistan.
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entire population of Palas - some 50,000 people -
living in the open.

BirdLife has been working here since 1992. Palas is of worldwide
importance for its rich wildlife, but is also one of the poorest places in
Pakistan. Over the past five years, in partnership with the Government
of NWFP and WWF-Pakistan, BirdLife has been working with tribal
communities on sustainable forestry and agriculture, rural infras-
tructure and healthcare. as well as wildlife conservation. This has
included strengthening community-based institutions and helping
them unite into the Palas Conservation and Development Federation.

“In the days since the earthquake this Federation has shown itself
a capable and effective institution for delivering relief goods to the
valley, demonstrating the value of investing in local institutions with
their roots in the community,” said David Thomas, Head of BirdLife's

Site Action Unit.

Staff at BirdLife’s Palas Valley Project have been focused on
emergency relief. Helicopters have been used to deliver food. shelter

and medical assistance to those most in need.

The earthquake destroyed grain stores and killed livestock. Much
of the valley’s infrastructure has been destroyed. including mule
paths clinging to the precipitous mountain sides, that provide access to

remote settlements in Palas.
Donations can be made through the BirdLife web site
http://www.birdlife.org/how_to_help/index.html

BirdLife is appealing for
donations for the people of Palas
Valley, Pakistan whose lives have
been devastated by the earthquake,
which struck the area on 8th
October. In the valley an estimated
80 people were Killed and another
100 badly injured. The majority of homes collasped or are
uninhabitable, just as winter snow is beginning to fall. Virtually the
is sleeping and

BirdLife staff sent
emergency supplies to Palas
communities by helicopter .
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BirdLife Director and Chief Executive,
Dr. Mike Rands spoke to delegates at
the spoonbill symposium in Tokyo.
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Lakeland habitats of
Dalmatian pelicans in
eastern Asia
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New survey work
suggests that the eastern
subpopulation of Dal-
matian Pelicans Pelicanus crispus is at the critical point of disapearance
from the wild.

In August 2005, a team of Mongolian ornithologists conducted a
survey aimed at finding the present number and locations of Dalmatian
Pelicans in western Mongolian lakes. The team searched nearly all
known historical breeding and roosting sites for pelicans. During the
period of the survey, they saw only 14 pelicans at the southern part of
Khar Us Lake.

Although the survey may have missed some birds, the dangerously
low number of pelicans suggests that Dalmatian Pelicans in eastern
Asia are on the edge of extinction. Wetlands International has labeled
this subpopulation as Critically Endangered.

The survey team, from Wildlife Science and Conservation Center
and National University of Mongolia, Mongolian Academy of
Sciences, were working as part of a new initiative for the conservation
of this eastern subpopulation of Dalmatian Pelican.

The eastern subpopulation of Dalmatian pelicans consists of
pelicans that breed in one or two lakes in western Mongolia and
winter at a handful of localities in southeast China and Hong Kong.
The total number of Dalmatian pelicans in this region is believed to be
not more than 130 birds.

Although the main breeding habitats are under complete protection
by law in Mongolia, this subpopulation continues to decline at an
unknown rate.

The projects’ researchers are planning to conduct another survey in
the coming winter when the lake is frozen to estimate the impact of
livestock on breeding habitats. Every year dozens of nomadic herders
spend the cold winter months on the very islands where pelicans
breed in summer. This results in nest site destruction and reed bed
depletion.

Another impact is that the presence of thousands of livestock
each year, results in an enormous amount of dung accumulating on the
islands. The dung is left to dissolve into the water when the
temperature becomes warmer in spring and summer. The consequences
of this might be that water pollution is leading to a reduction in fish
resources, which is the food
base for pelicans.

The project team is
working with local govern-
ment to identify the problems
and to find ways to reduce
pressure caused by livestock
on nesting habitats, and from
shooting.

Mr. Nyambayar Batbayar -
Wildlife Science and
Conservation Center,
| Mongolia
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Nyambayar Batbayar (VMr) : Wildlife Science and Conservation
Center, Mongolia

bnyambat@magicnetimn

The total number of Dalmatian pelicans in East |

Asia is believed to be not more than 130 birds.
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N atural Support for Migrants to Japan

Keiko Szue — Deputy Head, BirdLife Asia Division
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The graceful Black
Paradise Flycatcher is the
focal point for support
from Japanese company
Naturally Plus.

Photo by Peter & Michelle
Wong
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Black Paradise Flycatchers, Ruddy Kingfishers and other migrants
coming to Japan from south east Asia in summer will benefit from a
new three-year programme of support to BirdLife Asia, from the
Japanese company Naturally Plus.

Naturally Plus Co., Ltd, led by president Katsuya Wada, markets
a nutritional supplement product through its membership base of
around one million people. The company was established in 1999 and
it has a sister business in Taiwan.

Black Paradise Flycatchers, with their long sweeping tails, and the
brilliantly coloured Ruddy Kingfishers arrive from South East Asia to
spend the summer months in Japan, where they nest and bring up their
young. Sadly these spectacular birds, and many other species
following the same migration patterns, are in serious decline. One of
the reasons for this is the decrease of their forest habitats.

The BirdLife Asia Division, with the newly announced support
from Naturally Plus, is now exploring ways to establish forest reserves
along the Black Paradise Flycatchers’ migration routes between Japan,
Taiwan and Indonesia. The project will also be working on wider
issues strengthening the network of protection for migrant birds
between Japan and South East Asian countries.

As part of this networking initiative the Wild Bird Federation
Taiwan has begun planning a campaign of summer bird watching
events and a drive for the purchase of forests.

BirdLife is delighted by the support from Naturally Plus, which has
various charitable partnerships with organizations including Japan
Guide-dog Association,

Their support for BirdLife was announced to 7,000 of their
members who had gathered for their annual meeting in November 2005
in Yokohama, Japan. As a part of their programme of family
attractions at the meeting, BirdLife organized an introduction to
birdwatching and a children’s quiz and Mr. Takashi Taniguchi, bird-
illustrator, ran bird illustration workshops, both of which were much
enjoyed.

Mr. Ichida raised *bird quizzes’ to
children during the event
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Delegates to the BirdLife workshop visited woodland surrounding Tokyo’s Meiji
Shrine to see how common species can be a focus for birdwatching tourism.
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Eco-tourism is a hot topic of debate in many Asian countries. In
theory it promotes environmental preservation and at the same time is
good for local economic development. In practice, however, eco-
tourism can be far removed from the ideal that was imagined,

BirdLife Asia Division takes a deep interest in the issue and since
2003 has been working on a programme for “Promotion of
Conservation through Birdwatching Tourism in Asia™,

Based on Asian partners’ first hand experiences, the project works
from the position that specialized eco-tourism is best. BirdLife is
spotlighting birdwatching-focused eco-tourism in the belief that if
tours have specific goals. more tourists will want to participate. and
leaders can be better trained. This year. pilot projects on birdwatching
tourism are underway in Vietnam, Nepal and the Philippines.

In October BirdLife Asia Division organized a workshop to
develop principals and objectives for an Asian Charter on Birdwatching
Tourism. The experiences of BirdLife partners of the opportunities and
problems posed by birdwatching tourism provide a strong base for this
Charter.

Delegates were taken on a tour of woodland surrounding Meiji
Shrine, central Tokyo. Charming black, orange and white Varied
Tits were observed closely during the visit, to the delight of
participants, Their antics illustrated how a bird species, which is not
even particularly rare, can be a good attraction for a tour group if seen
well.

BirdLife is grateful to the Japan Fund for the Global Environment
for their support of this work.
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Partners and Affiliates of BirdLife International in Asia
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BirdLife Asia Division : Toyo-Shinjuku Building 2F, Shinjuku 1-12-15

Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 160-0022 Japan

Tel +81 3 3351 9981 Fax +81 3 3351 9980 Email info@birdlife-asia.org
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