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About this Lecture

Most birds have keen eyesight and are active
during daytime. However, a few bird species,
including owls, are generally more active at night.
Owls typically have large eyes (for finding their
prey at night), cryptic plumage, which makes them
hard to see, and very recognizable calls. In
addition to owls, other nightbirds in Hong Kong
are nightjars, cuckoos and crakes, all of which
utter distinctive calls at night. Until recently, they
were poorly known and we could only guess at
how common they are and where they prefer to
live.

The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society conducted
a nightbird survey in 2000 - 2001 which filled in
gaps of our knowledge regarding the distribution,
seasonality, abundance and habitat preference of
Hong Kong’s nightbirds. The speaker will help us
to learn about these interesting nocturnal
creatures and discuss their field identification.

Highlight of the Lecture
e  Distribution of nightbirds in Hong Kong
e Identification tips

Who should Attend

e Nature and wetland enthusiasts

e  Students and teachers with particular interest
in nature conservation

e  Non-government Organizations

e  Government Departments

Speaker

Mr. Richard LEWTHWAITE — Mr. Lewthwaite is
the Honorary Recorder of Hong Kong Bird
Watching Society. He is also a member of the
Records Committee which maintains a collection
of reports of birds of Hong Kong, as well as the
English editor of the annual China Bird Report. He
teaches English in the ELT Unit of the Chinese
University of Hong Kong.

Language
English (with brief translation in Cantonese)
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Mr Richard LEWTHWAITE — Mr. Lewthwaite
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