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Press Release
Hong Kong Bird Watching Society Publishes ‘The Avifauna of Hong Kong”

Donates historical records to Hong Kong Museum of History

The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society has published The Avifauna of Hong Kong, the first complete record of the status and distribution of the 500+ birds that have occurred in Hong Kong since records began in 1861.

“The publication of The Avifauna of Hong Kong is the culmination of a huge voluntary effort of gathering, collating and analysis of Hong Kong’s birds by the members of our Society since its founding in 1957,” noted C.Y. Lam, Chairman of the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society. “In addition it incorporates the records of early ornithologists who visited Hong Kong from 1861 onwards.”

In addition to the complete list of 448 birds and 100 escaped species recorded up to the end of 1998, The Avifauna includes data from a range of surveys, making it an essential reference to the status and distribution of the birds of south China: 

· Results of the first comprehensive breeding bird survey carried out in Hong Kong

· A review of 20 years of waterbird count data, much of it from Deep Bay and Mai Po

· An assessment of the effect of the wild bird trade on birds in Hong Kong

· A summary of data collected by the Society’s ringing programme.  

In order to commemorate the launch of the book, the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society has donate its bird records collected since the founding of the Society in 1957 to the Hong Kong Museum of History. The records were be received on behalf of the Museum by the Chief Curator, Dr. Joseph Ting.

“As the major repository of historical records of Hong Kong, the Hong Kong Museum of History is privileged to be the new home of the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society’s bird records, which represent the Society’s painstaking effort in recording Hong Kong’s birds since its inauguration some forty years ago.” noted by Dr. Ting.

Birds are a key indicator for the health of Hong Kong’s natural environment, and The Avifauna will be the standard reference work both for bird watchers and academics, and for developers, consultants and the HKSAR government in planning ecologically sustainable development in Hong Kong for many years to come.

HKBWS is a membership-based organization committed to research and conserve birds and their habitats, and promote the enjoyment of bird watching through monitoring, education and public awareness building, advocacy and community participation.

The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society is BirdLife International in Hong Kong.


BirdLife International is a world-wide partnership of conservation organisations working to protect the world’s birds and their habitats. BirdLife International is present in 103 countries and territories.

For further information, please contact: 

Hong Kong Bird Watching Society

Tel:  
2377 4387 

Email: 
hkbws@hkbws.org.hk


Website: 
www.hkbws.org.hk

Hong Kong Museum of History

Tel: 
2724 9010

Email:
hkmh@lcsd.gov.hk
Website: 
www.lcsd.gov.hk/CE/Museum/History/english/index.html
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