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Attn: News Editors

For Immediate Release

Launch of “A Photographic Guide to the Birds of Hong Kong”

Hong Kong bird watchers produce the first ever 

comprehensive photographic guide to local bird species
Friday 23rd July, 2004. Hong Kong.  The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society (HKBWS) and Wan Li Book Co. Ltd. jointly launched “A Photographic Guide of the Birds of Hong Kong”, so far the most comprehensive photographic record of Hong Kong’s bird species.  Covering 343 local bird species, the book contains colour photographs, field identification notes as well as the ecological status of each species.

“The publication of A Photographic Guide to the Birds of Hong Kong is a milestone that sums up our achievements in field identification and bird photography.  All production work, from photography, text writing, graphic design to editing were all done by members at their leisure.  It is truly ‘made in Hong Kong’.” noted Dr. Ho-fai Cheung, Vice-Chairman of the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society. “This publication consolidates Hong Kong as a leader in South-east Asia.  I also envision that it will greatly stimulated bird watching and bird photography in mainland China.”
The Photographic Guide features a collection of 768 bird photographs, all taken exclusively in Hong Kong over many years by 52 members of the HKBWS. Writing, editing and graphic design were shared among some 10 volunteers from the Society.  It was hoped that the work would present the beauty of Hong Kong birds to the general public.  The book also document several important historic photo records of birds in Hong Kong as well as useful reference on the identification of birds of Hong Kong and south China (for details, see Appendix 1).

Key features:

· 560 pages, with 768 photos of 343 bird species in Hong Kong;
· Notes on the identification and status of each species;

· Exclusive photographs of birds that are new or little known to Hong Kong;

· Photographs of species that are first presented in a photographic guide;

· Introduction to bird watching skills, bird habitats and local bird-watching hotspots;

· Text written in both Chinese and English.
The launch of the book was jointly hosted by the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society and Wan Li Book Co. Ltd.  At the ceremony, Mr Lai Sing Hin, Deputy Chief Editor of Wan Li Book Co. Ltd., remarked, "Members of the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society are enthusiastic and serious people.  It was indeed an enjoyable experience working with such great partners.  Wan Li Book Co. Ltd. has collaborated with a number of professional organizations to produce a series of books on the beauty of Hong Kong’s natural environment.  These prove to be very useful in raising public awareness of environmental protection.”

“A Photographic Guide of Birds of Hong Kong” is available at the “Hong Kong Book Exhibition 2004” and all major book stores at HK$168 (paper-back cover) and HK$238 (hard-back cover).

- End -

For further information, please contact: 

Ms Carrie Ma, Manager (Administration and Projects)

Hong Kong Bird Watching Society

Tel:  2377 4387 (O)   9041 3021 (M)

Email: hkbws@hkbws.org.hk


Mr Lai Sing Hin, Deputy Chief Editor

Wan Li Book Co. Ltd

Tel:  2564 7511 (O)
Notes to Editors

[1]
Photographs of birds and bird watching maps are available at the website http://www.hkbws.org.hk/fileServer/Projectofficer/photo%20guide/book.html. 


Further information on birds and their habitats is available upon request.

[2]
The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society is an organization run by volunteer members. It is committed to research, education and conservation related to birds and their habitats. The Society organizes long-term bird monitoring schemes, conducts research and education programmes, and promotes appreciation and understanding of birds within the community. 

[3]
HKBWS is an affiliate of BirdLife International, a global alliance of conservation organizations working to protect the world’s birds and their habitats. BirdLife International is present in more than 103 countries and territories, with a global membership of over 2,500,000.
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