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(Verity B. Picken)

Charles and | spent 9 days in Sri Lanka at what
is said to be the best time of year to visit. Even
so we were fortunate; the wet season, which had
continued late this year, ended only on our arrival
- a Dutch birding group we met had had several
days washed out in the previous week.

We drove from the airport straight to Ratnapura
arriving in the early evening. (Having a car and
driver the whole time was definitely worthwhile -
many roads are not signposted and we would
have wasted a lot of time in finding some of the
birding sites, if we'd found them at all) The
following morning we set off in a jeep at 4.15 a.m.
but in spite of this being before the Dutch birding
group it was still too late - the journey to
Sinharaja Forest took over 2 hours. Although
small, Sinharaja is the only significant patch of
primeval forest remaining in Sri Lanka and is
famed for holding 19 of the country’s 21 ende-
mics. We walked all day with a tracker (compul-
sory) and though we came across few birdwaves
we managed to see some superb birds which
included Red-faced Malkoha, Emerald-collared
Parakeet, Ceylon Lorikeet, Yellow-fronted Barbet,
White-headed Starling, Ashy-headed Laughing
Thrush, Rufous Babbler, Ceylon Blue Magpie and
Legge’s Flowerpecker (all endemics), and a male
Malabar Trogon. Unusually for Sinharaja the sun
shone nearly all day, the rain only starting at 4
p.m. A top-and-tailed day in Sinharaja is not
enough and | would advise birders to stay at the
base camp if possible - but you must take in all
your own food and drink.

Uda Walawe is a superb National Park compris-
ing fairly open country with a lot of scrub
interspersed with small wooded areas and a
number of tanks and pools. We only saw one
other vehicle during our visit - we were in a
roofless jeep, essential for the rutted and pot-
holed tracks as well as good viewing. Birds were
plentiful and tame. We saw 30+ Malabar Pied
Hornbills while Sirkeer Cuckoo was sighted three
times and Pied Crested once; Changeable Hawk
Eagles perch prominently as do Indian Peafowl in
the early morning though later in the day they are
always on the ground. Waterbirds included Spot-
billed Pelican, Painted and White-necked Storks,
Indian Shag and numerous egrets and herons.
We saw our first Yellow-wattled Lapwings, Cey-
lon Junglefowls and Orange-breasted Pigeons
here.
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Next came Yala National Park - and what a
contrast. Yala is a ‘stop' on the main tourist route
so the park was crowded with vehicles; the
attitude of the tracker and officials was far less
friendly and we were not allowed to remove the
jeep's canvas roof - a nonsensical petty regula-
tion given that one is allowed to walk in other
areas where leopards elc are found. Although
visibility was restricted we saw good numbers of
birds including 19 Great Thick-Knees (a stunning
bird), a pair of Painted Snipe (difficult in Sri
Lanka), and a Black-necked Stork (only a few
pairs left). Tracks were flooded to a foot deep in
several places causing problems for several
vehicles - tow-ropes came in handy. Walking
along the beach on our return to our ‘hotel’ at
Amaduwa we found 27 Great Crested and three
Lesser Crested Terns perched on a rock beyond
the pounding surf.

Amazingly Bundala Sanctuary was something of
a disappointment: flooded tracks prevented our
reaching the saltpans which normally present a
magnificent waterbird spectacle. Amongst others
we found 100+ Painted Storks, smallish numbers
of a variety of waders, 30+ Green Bee-eaters
(common elsewhere too and allowing approach
to within two metres), 15+ Hoopoes and a flock
of Ashy-crowned Finch-Larks.

Leaving the plains we drove up o Nuwara Eliya
in the hill country. The colonial-style Hill Club,
where one is served by white-gloved waiters and
brought a hot-water bottle on retiring to bed, was
a welcome change after our smelly ‘little-better-
than-a-shack’ at Amaduwa. Hakgala Botanical
Gardens produced Ceylon Wood-Pigeon, Dusky
Blue Flycatcher and Yellow-eared Bulbul (three
more endemics) and close views of a very
confiding Brown-breasted Flycatcher. We dipped
on three specialities here, probably because of
accession to a request for a lie-inl The Horton
Plains (over 7,000' high) are beautiful - undulat-
ing grasslands interspersed with woods of
twisted moss- and lichen-hung trees; we saw few
birds here though Kashmir Red-breasted Flycat-
cher, Blackbird (nothing like the HK or UK birds)

and Hill Munia gave good views. At World’s End
the ground falls away at one's feet in a sheer
2,300' drop and one can see for 40 miles, almost
to the south coast.

Kandy is Sri Lanka's second largest town, noisy,
bustling and full of tourists. The Udawattakelle
Forest Reserve was a quiet oasis but we
preferred the Water Catchment Area, another,
larger, forest area which is almost totally undis-

(T35 12.B)
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turbed. Some long and hard work creeping about
in low undergrowth eventually brought brilliant
views of Indian Blue Chat - and several leeches.
After several birdwaves and just as we were
leaving, we were granted a last endemic, the
delightful little Brown-capped Babbler.

As our plane did not depart until after midnight
we were able to fit in an hour or so at the
Bellanwila Sanctuary south of Colombo. This
swampy area added six species to the list
including Small Green-billed Malkoha, Black Bit-
tern and Glossy Ibis, a rather unusual bird
according to the checklist.

Altogether we saw 187 species including 15
endemics, pretty good considering that several
lie-ins and the odd rest day were required! Books
used were Henry’s A Guide to the Birds of

Ceylon, W W A Phillips’ (1978) Annotated
Checklist of the Birds of Ceylon (Sri Lanka)
and Ali, Ripley & Dick’s (1983) A Pictorial
Guide to the Birds of the Indian Subcontinent
but there is considerable confusion over both
English and scientific names. Animals sighted
were elephant, jackal, spotted and sambar deer,
wild boar, several species of monkey, civet cat,
mongoose, hare, land maonitor, crocodile etc. Sri
Lanka has appalling roads (short-distance jour-
neys take hours) and very indifferent food in the
hotels, but it's a beautiful country with charming
people and some excellent birds. Although we
were sad to discover on our return that 15 people
had been blown up in a bus while we were there,
we felt quite safe in the areas we visited; tourists
are not part of their war. | should be happy to
provide anyone with more detailed information.

QAT TRE, IR THHRMAM - #HE SRR, G -

KMBUSER: 199444240
R REE R 8

MfEZE ¢

¥4 N (R

B/ag:

(HF@EFEHT, BEFRIST)

(#598: Hong Kong Bird Watching Society)

N0 FBHATAFE: FUE MICHIB Kh A

1994458 1H
&

ENZUIER EIERGAA R
BAETHR RS A

Y _ESZ5% _JC

B4 €&

W|Wag:

(HEFRIBIT, BEFEIST)

(#£84: Hong Kong Bird Watching Society)

HN 1904454 A 15 HRTEFIE: AR BISCHIMME Kok ARy

KBEEEE: 19944650

£ Rl S AV AR |- (EEFR3T, BEFREIST)

fif 7 EE _JC (#598: Hong Kong Bird Watching Society)
e (AL )
HwaE: i o

HHN 9045 F 20 ISR AL EECH1345E Kards AR



	影像 (1)
	影像 (2)
	影像 (3)
	影像 (4)
	影像 (5)
	影像 (6)
	影像 (7)
	影像 (8)
	影像 (9)
	影像 (10)
	影像 (11)
	影像 (12)

