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Tim Woodward.

Phaik and | decided to brave the
weather and head up to Korea in
search of cranes. It was only after I'd
booked everything that | realised that
we should have gone to Kyushu or
Poyang. With notes supplied from
Mike Leven we had hopes to salvage
the situation. But our bumblings
would ‘have remained bumblings had
we not bumped into an English birder
at the Naktong - Nick Lethaby - who
had coincidentally written to the
Society asking for Korea gen. The
three of us seemed to be the only
foreigners in the country outside
Seoul and helped immensely by Nick -
car, decent scope and general
expertise - we were able to see a lot
more.

The Naktong Estuary near Pusan is an
inspiring site - thousands of Whooper
and Whistling Swans to start with,
and then with some careful checking
at least 100 Saunder’s Gulls, ¢.15
Relict Gulls and a few Kamchatka
Gulls. As a place to find Reed
Buntings the area fails miserably now
- there is massive reclamation work
going on and there’s no reeds left.
However | got some nice photos of
reserve signs against industrial crane
backgrounds.

Once we had escaped the jams of
Pusan, finding the Baikal Teal site was
quite easy. However the place refused
to yield us 12,000 Baikal Teal - only
around 150 in fact. Hopefully the rest

were hiding on another reservoir
nearby. We did locate a couple of
Baer’s Pochards, 7 European

- Spoonbills plus hundreds of Bean and

White-fronted Geese. The final
topping was watching 5 White-naped
Cranes descend to the lakeside, legs
outstreteched.

Not having had enough the next day
we went to the Hooded Cranes site.

“The ferry which had to be taken

across the river has now been
replaced by a bridge. The river has
been leveeed, and most of the area
covered with greenhouses. We spent
some time hunting for the cranes
along the alleys between the
greenhouses, feeling rather stupid.
Eventually one of us had the bright
idea of going to the hill in the park
and scanning the area. So we found
the flock of cranes - lurking next to
the industrial park, the furthest finger
of Taegu’s sprawl. There were 95
feeding rather nervously in the dried
paddyfields - a wonderful sight.

By now Chinese New Year was upon
us, so we holed up in Kyongju for 3
days. Each morning | took a walk
along the river where there is some
good scrub area and lots of
stones/gravel. As the weather got
worse | just had time to find Japanese
Wagtail, and single Pallas’ Reed
Bunting and Long-billed Plover. Then
the worst snowstorms for 15 years
hit central South Korea. Public
transport ground to a halt (nice to see
a country where this happens other
than Britain) and we scrabbled about
desparately for two days in order to
get back to Seoul for the return flight.



Korea seems to be a good birding
country badly in need of a book and
lots more information. The Japan
guide is pretty woeful on distribution
for Korea. | also reckon that some of
the Korean islands ‘eg Ulleung-do
could be as good as the Japanese
ones during migration periods.
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Jim Hackett

Danum Valley is a stand of untouched
rainforest in lowland Sabah: it is
beautiful and very good for birds. A
brief trip report (with bird list) has
been lodged with the Society; it
contains important information on
beer (bring your own) and booking
(beware the "package tours" place).
Peter Stevens report (re visit of July
1993) is invaluable - he (and I) also
have full park lists. We got to Danum
via Manila (much cheaper than direct
to Kota Kinabalu). | had Philippine
- Pygmy Woodpecker, Philippine
Hanging Parrot, Lowland White-Eye,
and Pied Bushchat in the U.S. Military
Cemetery in Manila. We overnighted
in Kota Kinabalu and got to Danum on
Christmas Eve for 9 full days of
birding. The Field Centre is situated
in the middle of the forest, beside 2
rivers. it is restful and pleasant.
Room and board are fine. There are
tracks through the rainforest, a
canopy platform, a viewing tower,
and a lilypond. All are useful. | saw
164 spp.; a more experienced ( and
perhaps slightly luckier) birder could
expect 200.

It had been very wet prior to our

arrival, and for the first 2 days. This
made forest walking difficult; | fell
down 4 times on day 2. Leeches
were plentiful, and a centipede (10

cm) crawled up my shorts and
assaulted my manhood. Very painful,
but no lasting effects. (They take six
months to show up ...Editor )

To the birds. My Christmas present
was Garnet Pitta (called out of the
forest). Other good birds were Short-
Toed Coucal (seen and called out),
Giant Swift (a small flock), Black
Eagle (soaring), Rufous-Bellied Eagle
(perched and soaring), Dusky Broadbill
(@ pair perched), Lesser Fish-Eagle
(one flying along the river), and
Chestnut-Backed Scimitar-Babbler
(one bird). | got so close to a Buffy
Fish-Owl (feeding on the ground) that
| had to back off as my binoculars
wouldn’t focus down further. A
Large-Tailed Nightjar was seen on a
night drive. I got most or all
broadbills, cuckoos (some seenl),
babblers, woodpeckers, and bulbuls.
Dips were Bornean Bristlehead and
Blue-Headed Pitta. The bird list
included 52 lifers, and |I've been to
Taman Negara, Fraser’s Hill, and other
well-known sites in the Malaysian
peninsular. The best mammal was a
female Orang-utan and baby, in the
tree next to the canopy platform. The
valley is accessible, rich in birds, and.
very pretty: go for it, and call me for
more details.

Jim Hackett
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Four of us spent 10 days in North
Vietnam - rather distant from the
endemics which are mostly in the
Central Annam Highlands. | could find
no-one who had been to North
Vietnam before so pre-planning
information was almost zero.



Places like Vietnam are usually a lot
easier than you expect - it's quite
easy to get a hotel in Hanoi for
around US$20 per night, the scam
operating in 1992 of charging US$50
upon arrival at Hanoi airport because
papers "are not in order" has now
finished. We did however find that
public transport is a problem - there
are few buses, even fewer trains and
no taxis. So you need to hire a car -

normally a grandly comfortable
Russian model. This costs about
US$15-20 per hour - average

travelling speed being about 30 km
per hour - and that’s on the good
roads near Hanoi.

Our first call was Catba Island, a large
limestone island at the mouth of the
Red River, about 100km from Hanoi.
The bost trip from Haiphong was
superb - there are marshes and some
mangroves on either side - lots of
Marsh Harriers, Egrets and some
Sandplovers. Catba Town itself is a
Vietnamese tourist spot and popular
-honeymoon destination (karoke has
reached here too). We hired the local
People’s Committee van and took a
day-trip to the reserve. Most of the
vegetation in the central part of the
island is secondary, apparently
becuase the Americans bombs burned
out most of the primary forest. We
visited a cave where the villagers had
lived for months to protect
themselves from the bombs. The
reserve itself is in a valley, surrounded
by steep limestone scarps, one of
which has to be crossed before you
descend into the reserve and the
primary forest core. Common birds
here are Crimson Sunbird, Olive-
backed Sunbird, Black Bulbul and
Chinese Bulbul (hainanus race with
the all black crown). After the leeches
forced us to retrace our steps we
walked along the entrance road -

many Stripe-throated Bulbuls plus a
single Racket-tailed Treepie. Our hotel
on Catba (US$3 per night) faced a
scrubby hillside, just like one might
find in Hong Kong. Stripe-throated
Bulbuls were common here but we
also had White-throated Fantail.

We left Catba and did the standard
tourist trip around Halong Bay - this
was made memorable for me by the
sound of Blue Rock Thrushes singing
from every tiny island in an otherwise
silent place.

After returning to Hanoi we then
travelled north to Tam Dao, a former
French hill station 80km away. Ben
King & co had been there 6 weeks
before. They probably had better
weather than we did - the clouds
stayed thick throughout the three
days. The hill station was probably
once a grand place, now its a few
buildings surrounded by a mass of
ruins (it was blown up during the
wars) gradually being encroached
upon by the jungle. This is no Fraser’s
Hill luxury but the local restaurants
can offer roast boar, fox, deer and
Silver Pheasant. To get to Tam Dao
you first need to buy insurance (!)
from the authorities controlling the

“roadblock at the foot of the mountain

- the premium will pay for transporting
your corpse back to Hong Kong etc.
It's a very official document and not
too expensive (although a lot by
Vietnamese standards).

Due to the cloud we spent long hours
pouring over King and Round
attempting to put names to calls -
there are certainly lots of Barbets (I
thought Black browed but stand to be
corrected). Other than that we did see
quite a lot - mixed flocks of Black
naped Monarchs together with up to
3 Yuhina species (Black-chinned,



Striated and White-bellied), Golden
Babblers, Grey-throated Minivets. We
also had odd Golden Spectacled
Warblers, Red-breasted Trogons and a
number of migrating Grey Drongos. It
was interesting to see lots of groups
of Black-throated Laughingthrushes -
noisy groups of them bonding
together with loud crescendos in the
bush - so different from the relatively
shy and quiet birds in Hong Kong.

We did see a potential first for
Vietnam - on two consecutive days a
female Tristram’s Bunting was feeding
on the path, close enough to see in
the fog.

Back in Hanoi again we visited the

main tourists spots - the Ho Chi Minh
mausoleum & museum was an

(L $%R)

interesting place (not least because
we discovered that Ho Chi Minh was
imprisoned as an illegal immigrant in
Hong Kong in the 1930s). While a
squad of soldiers in white changed
guard we boldly bashed the long

‘grass around the mausoleum -

Maarten flushed a buttonquail sp.
Here too there were Asian Palm
Swifts, Plaintive Cuckoos and
possibly Grey-backed Shrike. We had
trouble with Shrikes - outside the
history museum we found a possible
Burmese Shrike. On our final morning,
in a park between the mausoleum and
the lake the trees were full of birds -
Rufous-bellied Woodpecker being the
highlight but also including Red-
breasted and Mugimaki Flycatchers
plus Eastern-crowned Warblers. It
was a good note to leave on.
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