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Take a Closer Look:

The Hoopoe has an
attractive, if bizarre,
appearance. It has a long
bill that makes them
close
Woodpecker and King-
fisher, though the
Hoopoe's “phom phom
phom” call is very close to
that of the Oriental
Cuckoo. It has been
reported that juvenile
Hoopoes use a very
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strong smell to drive
away predatory snakes
that may come to their
nest.

The Hoopoe is very
widely distributed from
Asia to Africa. It occurs in
open grassland and
farmland and is very
common in grassland of
Qinghai and Xinjiang.
Hoopoes are also
common at the Potala

Palace in Tibet. In Hong
Kong the best places to
find them are Kam Tin
and Shing Uk Tsuen.

The Chinese name for
Hoopoe sounds like
“Winning big", so the
Hoopoe is a bird that
makes a strong im-
pression on bird-
watchers who read

about it for the first
time. "
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White-bellied Sea-Eagle (Tsim Bei Tsui)
— Lee Hok Fei
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Crested Goshawk (Hong Kong Park)
— Isaac Chan
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