THE HONG KONG BIRD WATCHING SOCIETY
&®E B B K 8

Bulletin 3@z 177




Hong Kong Bird Watching Society

SEElE2%88
Execulive Committee Hi5S88
Chairman § & My, Lam Chiu Ying RS %%
fice-(Chairman §{ ff 2 Dr. Cheung Ho Fai §ig s
Haon. Secretary 8 Ms Mla Chow BIER D8
Hon. Trrasure: i M. Stanley Ng RS RHES
Bulletin Editor @i EH Mr. Hemry Lai S pSiT %4

Conservation Officers RMHE T M Mike Kilburn S35
Dir. N Gl Nam 5 35 M+

Recorder 3251 £ [ Mr. Geoll Carey JTMF 4T
Edscation a=d Publiciy 55 & Mr. Robin Fung BEEE£5
Menberdip & 8 555 Mr. TF. Luk BEE LS
WIWF Lision 3 & 8535 Thr. Liew Young BESEH 4
Conservation Committee BRRSERE D HEBWS
fr=n i s HKBWS Bulletin No. 177
Comisiatee members £ 8 Dy, N Cho Nam S EEEL .
Mr. Lawrence Jobmstone {L{H& %8 Special Issue: Save Long Valley Il

M. Judith Fraio-ball PSR 4 1 EHEERIENR1TTE

Mr. Forest Fong RSB TEY

Green Ribbon Campaign Henry Lui Di. et Yip E:5 fifl : fREEARER 11
«Beta Vip UL
GEBITH S BE T
ecords Committee
Chairman £ M. Geoll Carey BT 5 Publisher: Hong Kong Bird Warching Society
Cotimiaiee members & 8 Mr. Panl Leader R M Fik@mes
M. Mike Leven 883 &
- . —— — - — D Chieang Ho Fai it & Date: March 2001
S— -"~' M. Richard Lewthmaite SE1E 57 AE: MOLESH
o Education and Publicity Committee HERMBESR8 Editors: Lawveace Johissane TLLE
Chairman £ M. Chisi Yimg Lam 8% % = e
Commince members B8 Mir. Ming Ming Chan BT 5% 5 Henry Lui 7 1

Mr. Robin Fumg SHEEE 7 e :
M. Heany L B84 54 Acknowledgements  Aukie Au B #, Chan Ming Ming B,

D Fiona Lock BiREIEE B Monkey Cheng 83, H.F. Cheung Rk 1§,
Forrest Fong J i 2, Stanley Fok E#8%,

Pregect Officer FHE(E M. Carrie Ma BESE :?Eﬁ:}um glﬂ F»:I:nfﬂ_' L: %E?ﬁ;
LESL REE SR T B S RAL SR S R TR BRI B R S S RN T T B S e R .3]1.%;,3[&?.1,%_%@__
Hong Kong Bird Watching Society Eif@EER ':';_]T'{‘?;'d i‘_'“' I;;ﬁ:’{:khgf‘:ﬁ)?rﬁé[ﬁ
Porstal add ¢ GUPOL Box T260, Hong K g LG Nam i, harl INg i,
e Eiﬁﬁzﬂéﬁfélﬁ'l |?:;T§E - Frank Tsang 5§ . Stanley Ng R %5,
e fig 4% Rmm_[i,-jﬁ Beverley L‘U'“'“V“‘-""] Crnqq-, Eugene Yeung, Vincent Yu %ﬁﬁ
87-105 Clatham Road, Tsim Sha T,
Kowloon, H K ;
ﬁ?;n;;ﬂ;;;g{—?@%-tﬂiﬁ From cover: Red-bifled Stading (photo by Henry Lai)
8 625 Ha B4RE W A8
Wiehsite 85 www, hidwesorg hk
Eemait BH: hibvesgShiidmc ong hic: (Geteral enguiny i) Design/printing: ~ 4M Studio
chnirman@hkbwsorg bk (Charman g8 s ¥
secrctary@llikbws org bk Secetary B E) stat BEIBI:
recorderihkbws.ong.hk (Recorder 5235 8
nheri@hidhws.orghk (Menvhernshs
Tel 25: :iT! :‘:i‘ -13!:.7 & s~ Copyright reserved. No parts of contents and texts can be
Fax §§ fi: (H52) 2904 687 cxtracted without prior approval
Birdiine #2: (852) 2667 4537 (English %) FERFTEZ B ALTAE -
3 : ; 3 . {52 2465 6600 (Chinese vt CEFELERE - FEHERET
Traditional wet farming in Long Valley Vincent Yu
SR AT R #law ;




— From the Chairman 2N —

Auvtumn, The Harvest Season

1 would like 1o apologize 1o members for not bringing ow the autamn 2000 kssue of the bualletin
at the wsual time of the year.

Ohar encrgy was flly comsumed by the Long Valley campaign. We are a small organization
relying on the comribution of volanteers who all bave their own busy ves. We lash i Jobiby
the Advisory Council on the Emdronment (ACE) and the Director of Emironmental Protection
[DEF) ot 10 approve the environmiensal impact assessnvent. report (ELA) submisted by KCRC.
We also hacl 1o prepare & proposal to re-zone Loag Valley a5 a conservation area and submit
Wt the Townm Planming Board. Throughow the period, we had 10 maintain constant liakson
with the press and other groen groups, 1o mohilize Society nsemébers as well as the public 1o join
in, 1o secure input from everseas experts, fo develop mtemational suppoert for our campaign,
eic. [ wis 2 mammoth job beyond oar capacity. With great wepidasion, we made the difficub
decision of giving the antumn bulletin a bower prinrity.

Our effrts have been rewasded by the ACE refissing 1o endorse the EIA and DEF rejecting in.
We have made our stasensent and it has been heard.  Hopefully, this would smark the beginning
of 2 new era in the conservation history of Hong Kong.
Because of the namre of my joh, I cowld not participate in the campaign as | would have
wished. Tn my detached position on the sidelines, | witnessed how hard [ellow members
thed for the campaign. Professionals helped by contribwating ibeir knowledge, bird-warchers
wroae Jetsers full of passion, some ¢alled plone-in madio programmes, others attended meoctings.
Everybody was contributing. 1 am deeply moved.  Who said Hoag Kong people didn't care?
Autumn is the harvest season for rice farmers. Avtimn 2000 we reaped the hanvest of the
Long Valley campaagn. 5o, as 2 sulstitute for the antimn
budletin, we present this special issue which places on
record what we did and what we achieved.  See i as a
report.on the campaign and also a5 a souwvemr for our
fusure gemerations.
My thanks 1o everyone who contribnted to (e Lopg Valley
campaigi!
People and birds together.  Nature forcver.
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Long Valley - a Landmark Victory
By Mike Kilburn

We wom! On L6th Ociober, Rob Lavw, Director of: Environmenial Protection announced his landmark decision rejecting the
exvironmental impact assessment for the Lok Ma Cha Spar Line. Much of this was due 10 the overwhelming response, partiodarty
from Saciety members in writing letters of objection during the pubilic consultation phase of the projeci. A record 225 letters were
lodged with EFD during the one-month cousulation period (By comparison. just five were lodged in opposition o the Penny's Bay
Disney project).
Bindlife Intemational also provided tremendous support, with EIA expert Ross Hughes visiting from Vietnam to see Long Valley,
“assisting in preparing the Sociery's ovn eteer off olgection and avthoring another on belball of Birdlife Intermational.

'Hmﬁmngwm for the rejection of the project were centred on the intrusion into and fragmentation of Long Valley, particultarly
during the construction phase, the insulliciency of the mitigation measures and the filure to properdy consider other options.

The story was greceed with defight by the coalition of green groups working with the Socicty 1 fight the decision and hlanke!
coverage i the Hong Kong media, Indecd throughout the campaign the media was tremendously suppartive and played a major
‘mole in publicising the debate.  More recently the decision was highlishted by international correni affairs magazine Time, which
‘wated it as one of the five most significant envirommental decisions of the year.

The impactof the decision is already being felt in Hong Kong, as developers are coming to realise that environmental concerns are
no [aﬁgﬂ' going 1o be smply ignored by Government. Since the decision, the Society has received requests for comment on
projects by a number of develoers including Highways Department on the North-South Lantau Link, Sun Hung Kai for a
development on the edge of the Deep Bay Wetland conservation area ear San Tin, and for the South Lantau Road improvement
project. Tn addition, we have received anecdotal evidence that MTRE has taken note of EPD's decision. We believe that with
carly consultation, many of the problems and disigreements seen over the Long Valley eould have been resolved.

Unsurprisingly, KGRC have appealed against the decision, which is due to be heard in April 2001. Discussions with EPD have
showed ihat the Deparment is fully committed 1o winning this appeal, and have retained external legal advice.
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LONG VALLEY UPDATE

BBIRiiA

Major events of the HKBWS "Save Long Valley Campaign lI"
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(Apr Expressed concern on the potential threats to Long Valley )

Ma Suggested alternative solutions to avoid unnecessary ecological loss. At the same time, local communities showed
5A various concern and support
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I Long Valley campaign has become an international event. At the same time, the Advisory Council on the Environment
+A makes its comment to EPD regarding the EIA report
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1710772000 Advisory Council on the Environment refused to give approval Lo the Government : 3
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Press release: ACE advice to government regarding Sheung Shui - Lok Ma Chau Spur Line applauded
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Apr Expressed concern on the potential threats to Long Valley
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7/4/2000: Letter to Tung Chee Hua and senior government officials
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Drear Mr Tung
Long Valley - Spur Line Proposed from Sheung Shui to Lok Ma Chau

Wi are writing to bring o your urgent attention that a unigue piece of Hong Kong Habitat is under
severe threat. This is Long Valley in the North Eastern New Territories, the plain bounded by Ho
Sheang Heung to the North, Yin Kong and Tsung Pak Loug o the Soath and the KCR rilway line
to the East. Action peeds 10 be taken immediately 1o save this vahuable and irreplaceable site.

You ammounced in your kst policy address o commitment w the practice of sustainable development;
"hiodiversity”™ is ane of the B guiding principles for sustaimable development. What is proposed will
destroy Long Valley in eerms of bio-diversity and would therefore comravene the pablicly proclaimed
policy of your Governanent.  We beliove that in a wordd-class city of the 21st century, such ireeplaceable
lsabitat should be given a very high value indeed and be stringently protected.

The Immediate Threat

The Transport Bureau has gazened a Scheme under the Rashways Ordinance to haild a sprr line from
Sheung Shui to Lok Ma Chau across Long Valley. At the same time the KCRC is applying for an
Envivonmental Permit and has included the chosen route of the spair line in an Environmental Tinpact
Assessment report, which has been presented to EPD. There has as yet been no public consuliation on
the ELA report. We believe that the report is restricted 1o examining the effects of and mitgation
measures for the chasen rowte without considering the aliemanives, or, indeed, whether the spur line is
necessary at all. We are not agaiwst railways per se - we befieve railways (o be cavironmenially
preferable to moads - bt we are against the route which has been chosen.

Grounds for Objection -

The main growds for our objection are:-

al  Leng Valley is of very high, ecological importance, bocanse
i it fumctions as a fresh water wetkand;

ii] 1 has mirimal kabitat fragmentation;
iid) it has low bevels of human disturbanee;
W) it has a high degree of micro-habitat diversity;

bt The proposed location of this spur line will fragmem the habitat and fragmenation is a well
established cause of the collagse of natural habiais;

¢ 'The lass of Loag Valley will deprive the Hong Kong conmmunily of a great asset for the vicwing
of Birds and other ficets of nature co-existing in lannony with the traditional way of life in the
New Termories;

d)  The destrection of the Long Valley habitat will be a major blow 10 the maintenance of bio-
diversity, one of the 8 guiding prnciples in your Government's committed policy on sustainalle
developaent;

¢ Alternative roes avoiding Long Valley are available for the spur line, if the spur Bne is necessary
at all. Full consideration has vol been given to the aliernatives and the choice of route has been
determined by engineering convenience and it being the cheapest option 10 resimie agricultural
land. No consideration appears to have given to whether the: spur fine i necessary at all.

The further threat

Loug Valley is further threatened by proposabs contained in the Consultation Digest on planning and
development in the North Eastern New Territories. The propesed soutes for the Fanling bypass and
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West Rail Phase Two set out in the Digest would carve across Long Valley and for all the reasons given
above, this would cause damage and very quickly complete loss of this irveplaceable habitas.

Our alternative vision for Long Valley

Long Valley is a site of great heritage value. Traditional wer agricultural practice is still alive here,
co-existing with the natural wildlife in harmony. To many overseas visitors, Long Valley provides
a vivid and impressive piciure of Hong Kong's agricultural past and of a natural habitat with a
diversity of birds and other forms of kife, It is a major resource for eco-tourism with a heritage

Long Valley is a site of grean educational vabue for students, in terms of appreciation of nature and
a waditional way of Hong Kong life, which is essential to the healthy upbringing of our younger
gencration,

The Hong Kong population largely lives in a crowded urban environment and badly needs
opportunitics to get in touch with nature, open spaces and plants and animals. Many prople
associate casily and happily with birds as d ed by the o ity wide support for the Big
Bird Race.

In view of the ecological, heritage, cducational, tourism and community vahee of Long Valley, we
consider it vital for the benefit of Hong Kong as a whole 10 preserve the open flood plain and its
wetland characterizes and not to permit its destruction by highways and railways routed across the

plain as proposed.

An enlightened and lorward thinking Government would, we feel, ensure that Long Valley is
zoned as a "Conservation Area” to protect its ccological, heritage and cducational value and such
a Government would adopt a positive policy to conserve the area.

A significant amount of natural habitar in the Morth Eastern New Territories and North Western
New Territories stady arcas would be destroyed to make way for the Strategic Growth Arcas and
associated ransport infrastructure. There will be 2 need: to mitigate this loss. The zoning of Long
Valley with an ecological objective will assist in this.

We consider that there is great potential for developing Long Valley into a Nature Reserve
comparahle 1o Mai Po Marshes. Long Valley will representative of an infand, weiland habitat
(rather than a brackish water habitat) and tradinonal wet agriculiure (rather than gei wai shrimp
[arming as Mai Po). With careful management, Long Valley wounld become a resource for bin-
diversity conservation, public education in mature and heritage and eoo-towrism invelving significant
prospects of job creation. Te set aside Long Valley for the greater good of the Hong Kong
community would be an enlightened, and should be the only way, forward.

The long-term viston of a Government in putting in place such a Reserve (ranscending sectional,
commercial and departmental agendas) would win intcruational applavse and respect for the Hong
Kong SAR.

We should be grateful if you would scriously consider our proposals and request the Transpon
Bureau, Planming Department, Emdronmental Protection Department and Agriculiure Fisheries
and Conservation Depariment to work together to achieve a solution in the best interests of Hong
Kong as a whole.

We should also be most gratefi i you would acknowledge receipt of this lewter.

Yours sincerely

Mike Kilburn

For and on behalf of
The Hong Kong Bird Waiching Society
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472000 On-line "Letter to the Chief Executive” campaign
AR R R EEENE TR RE

The Socicey organized an on-line letter to express concern on Long Valley to the Chief Executive
campaign. According (o the government information, they bave received over 250 c-mails from all
over the world.
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"...8ave Long Valley - Hong Kong campaign

The Hong Kong Bard Warching Society has since December last vear mounted a campaign to
stop a planned raibway to mun throush Long Valley in the New Tersitories of Hong Kong. Long
Valley is the last example of the once extensive flood plains in the northern New Termitories. Iris
located along the Shenzhen River catchment which ends ar the Mai Po and Inner Dieep Bay
Ramsar Site. The arca contaims a diversity of nuicroliabitats whiclh allow it support a diversity of
biirds, inclading 13 ghobally threatened bird species, and a mmber of shorcbird specics. More than
200 hird species have been recarded there.

The area is one of the last places where wet agricultare is practiced in Hong Kong and so carres
a particular heritage value in addition 1o its biodiversity value.

The Hong Kong Bird Watching Socicry raised a formal oljection wider local law in December
1999, However, recent indications age that the government and the railway company are determined
1o proceed with the planned route which basects the most valuable habitat into two hakves, in spite
of aliernative rowles being proposed by the Hong Kong Bird \Watching Socicey.  Another raihway
route on the drawing board will also run into the plain in a few years” time, fragmenting the
habitat further and totally destroying the ecological value of the habita.

Omne thing we have achicved so far is that a highway originally going into Long Valley has been
diverted to its periphery. We are asking e government why the railway could not do the same.

You could also visit our website harpe/ S, kb ong bk headley fndex md where you would find a
special wedisite on the "Save Long Valley” campaign, Background informasion given in the wehsite,
inclucdes: beters the Sociery has wrimen 1o the government. They set out in more detail why dee Socety
has found #t nocessary Lo raise the objection.  You migl like 10 note that this was only the second
objection raised by the Society in its forty-three years of existence; the kst time being against real estate
development destroying wettand in the Decp Bay - Mai Po area which has now been designated as a
Ramsar Site. We see Long Valbey as the inland equivalent of Mai Po.

1 would like to seck your kind support in the form of a letter o the Hon, Tung Chee-tava, the
Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, China.  His c-mail address is:
ceoffoengon.govhk. His postal address is: 5th Floor, Ming Wing, Central Government Offices,
Lower Albert Road, Central, Hong Kong, Please ask him o stop the railway Fromn going through
Long Valley and further ask him 10 promote active government management of the habitat with
biodiversity conservation as the primary objective, with side benefits in teyms of heritage prescrvation,
cducation [or the younger generation and cco-tourism opportumitees,.,

The letter states:

“Please intervene and ask KCRC 1o divert the Sheung Shud - Lok Ma Chaw spur line o of Long
Valley, a place of grear conservanion, heritage, education and ecotomrism vale.

Please stop the "environmentally-fendly” raihway from destroying the enviromment, Othenwise, il
wonld e a sad sethack 10 your declared policy o build a green Houg Kong. The intcrmational
commumity will take good notioc.

We urge you to designare Long Valley as a Consenvation Arca and to dircct an active governmen
programme o manage the place with conservation as the primary objective, with additiomal
benefits ro the Hong Kong comununity of keeping the agnculiore heritage, education for the
voung and opportunities for ecotourism..."
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On-line "Letter to the Chief
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May Suggested alternative solutions to avoid unnecessary ecological loss. At the same
fH time, local communities showed various concern and support
RETHENTRARRRARSNEE - MERTRENEEHE - HRE  EEBRNG

HKBWS belicves it is possible 10 live up 1o Mr Tung’s vision of a cheancr and greener Homg Kong by
preserving Lousg Valley's béndogical and culiral diversity as a culiivated freshwater foodplain for fature

HESRARTTIE

5/2000: Letter to Tung Chee Hua, senior government official and EXCO
members to suggest alternative solutions
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"...Alternative Plan for Railway-threatened Long Valley as a "Second Mai Po"

Lam writing to being 1o your attestion as a Member of the Exccutive Council the threat 1o Long
Valley, a wildlife-rich arca of wei agricullural land near Sheung Shui. KCRC has propaosed building
the Lok Ma Chaw Spur Line and West Rail Phase II extension directly across the core area of
freshwater Nood plain, fragmenting the Doodplain awd sedously degrading the last exansple of ihis
habitat and farming practice in the ternitory.  Despite plans o clevate the spur line on 2 viaduct above
the marsh, this threatens the 210+ species of birds recorded here.

The Hong Kong Binl Watching Socicty (HKBWS) and other conservation groups have united to
prapose an aliernative fotare for Long Valley:

¥ Long Valbey be rezoned as a Conscrvation Area

* The il lincs be diverted outside the valley along an abready planned wransport corridor:

¥ Lomg Valley be preserved and actively managed by the Hong Kong SAR government as a "Second
Mai Po" (Sec anached maps in Annex 1),

* Creating a reserve would increase land values in the area

* Enhance reputation of KCRC & HE Government as emirmsmentally sersitive developers committed
i sustainable development.

The ccological significance of Long Valley is recognised by all parties, indluding KCRC and Secretary
for Planning and Lands, Gordon Siu. Despite this KCRC has resisted proposing alternative roudings,
The KCRC routing, and refusal 1o propose bess damaging alternatives directly contravenes the spirit of
the Chief Executive’s 1999 Policy Address which encouraged a more emvironmentally sensitive approach

e development.

Whle the birds represent the basis for our concern, | would stress that the threat to Long Valley has
raised protest in all sections of Hong Kong society. These include students, academics, professionals,
other green groups inclsding Friends of the Earth, WIWF and the Conservancy Assaciation, international
conservation hodies and eco-tourssm operators who regularly visit Hong Kong.

I addition, HEBWS is currenily munining a wider signature campaign to show the public’s support for
presenving the unigue coliural and environmental heritage of Long Valley, There has been widespread
m@nm Incal schools, chambers of ¢

ce and a number of influential individuals,
'tahkud}agmedmmﬁgnlheFmimgB}pawfhgimymndrdrhmdamﬂhq

S/2000:

Letter to Tung Chee Hua,
senior government official
and EXCO members to
suggest alternative solutions
AfAfTART TR ELLE -
BUOR S0 H AR AT AU
RRBAEEENTIGE -
FHACTBRTERERE -
HURATHURTHERE
A shERRhnARRa e
HERERUEAR_TEML
EEEET RGeS o R
AR - BEREENER R
RAE- -BEBAMERER
B - RETEENUER  BE
BREES DR $2% -
G d i BRI AT R
RiTaReEERiR &P LR
REVE - LIERABHERE
ExtIRERnTEREER
e - 2|8 - D5lEREE
i afERnICER - B
0 A R A i 1S - RN
HHCEHERREANTER
HE - BEHTEEMHR - R
EREmE AW - AR
ETE - EiAEER L -
B - BRIERER (@i
EREF] EEEARFHE
- REREERRERRNE
HELH - ISR ARAES
AEGIGF - R TR HE
FoRRBA -

Backgroand: Plweo by Henry Lai
AEEN: BEwW

generations. This would ensure that birds such as the Painted Swipe and cleven other globally and
m\{maaﬂ'lf threatened species are 102 bost 10 Hong Kong. In addition, the waditional and environmenealhy
[rendly oodplain agriculiure, which s a part of the agricnhoral heriage of the New Termtories, does
not disappear.

The presewt paosalion is that amendmeats oo the spur fine were gazetted wnder the Railways Ordinance
on 1 Apdil, and chjections are 10 be made by 27 June. The Environmenial linpact Assessnent Repors
has been considered by the EIA Offior and we understand will shorily be released for pubfic consaliation
and to the Advisory Committec on the Environment. The scheme may then be placed before you as
a Member of the Executive Council.

Thank yvou for 1aking the time to read this letter and review our allermative proposals for the raibvway
fincs and Long Valley itsell. T woald urge vou to take this matier up with relevant govemment officiaks,
particularly the Transport Secretary, anf the Director of the Environmental Frotection Depariment...

16/05/2000 Press conference 16052000
E#ﬂ%a Press conference
s e

Green Groups Present Alternative Vision for Railway-threatened Long Valley
KCRC and Govermment mmst co-operate to save Hong Kong's "Second Mai Po™

Tl Hong Komg Bird Watching Socierf (HKBWS), Workl Wide Fund For Narure Houg Koong (WWFHEK)
and The Conservancy Assocation (CAL wday announced an alternagive vision for Long Valley, a wikdlife-
rich area of fields wear Sheung Shai. They propose that KCRCs Tok Ma Chan Spur Line be diverted
waatside the cure area of freshwaver food plain, and rocommend tie zoming of Long Valley as a Consenvarion
Area, creating a freshwater, inland Mai Po, thar would be actively managed by govenment 1 preseroe
baouby the hinds and their habita - the traditional wer agriculore vegetable fickks. In addition, Long Valler
could seove as an educational resource and eco-tourism sive, proniding open space arousd the Kwa Tung
Morith "Green Ciay.

Diespite plams to clevate the spur lEne on a viadwo above the marsh, this threatens e 2004 species af
birds recorded bere, The potential loss of Long Valley in its currem stane has rassed protest i all sections
of Hong Kang sociery and from mtemmarional comservation bodies snd eco-tourism operators who segularky
visit Hong Kong. The cosdogical significance of Long Valley is recognised by all panies, including
KCORC and Secretary for Planning and Lands, Gordon Sin,

The cry to preserve Long Valley was echoed by studems, teachers. avademics and professionals. They
hawe expressed their regres at ibe routing of the KCRC spur Biee, and the irevocable damage it wowhd
cause, in betters and signarure campasgns sent 1o the relevant authoriics.,

HEBWS is not opposed-ta the development of rathways in Hong Kong, Simce government has already
agreed 1o the reatignmens of the Fanling Bypass (a highway! outside the boundaries of Long Valley, why
nat realign the rthvay 1o, making eflicient wse of bl duwough a shased transpon comidor? The KCRC
routing, and refusal 1o propose less damaging altematives direaily contravenes the spinic of the
Chief Executive’s 1999 Palicy Address which enconraged a mone
emvironmentally sensitive approach o development. The long-term
wision of a Government in putting in place such a reserve {iranscending
sectional, commercial and departmenial agendas) would win
international applawse for the Hong Kong SAR.

HEBWS, WWFHK and CA belicve ir is posstble 10 Fve up to Mr.
Tung's vision of a cleaner and greener Hong Kong by presenving |
Long Villey's lological and cultural diversity as a cultivated freshates

oodplain for fitere generations. This would emsure that bisds such as
the Paineed Swipe and cleven other globally and regionally threasened
specics ane not lost 1o Hong Konmg. In addition the rradiional and
emvironmsentally Friendly Goodplain agriculiure, which is a part of the
agricibiural berage of the New Territosies; does not disappear.
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23/5/2000: Letter to Mr. James Blake, Capital Director of KCRC
Al &M TR E R E

Re: Sheung Shui - Lok Ma Chau Spur Line

In our latest meeting with colleagues from KCRC at Highways Department, we beamt that KCRC had
dillicubties with the two proposed alternative routes for the spur fine which we communicated 1o
Secretary for Transport in December 1999,

While we disagreed with some of the arguments advanced to prove that the original alternatives were
not feasible, we would nevertheless lke 1o suggest further allernatives. They are described in the
annex, In particular, 1 would like 1o encouragy you to consider Alternative |, which will avoid Long
Valley, save KCRC the building of one major length of tracks, and give early availability of West Rail
Phase I1. The adoption of this option will be a three-way win-win sobution for KCRC, the public and
the waldlife which uses Long Valley.

We believe that diabogue is the best way to find common ground and to realise our common goal of
maintaining il not improving the quality of fife in Hong Kong. 1 suggested that we meet 1o discuss the
subject in greater detail...."

23/5/2000: Hong Kong Professional Teachers Union "Save Long Valley"

signature campaign
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23/52000:

Letter to Mr. James Blake,
Capital Director of KCRC
(extracted)
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23/5/2000;

Hong Kong Professional
Teachers Union "Save Long
Valley" signature campaign
lextracted)
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In order to raise the concern 1o
the spur line alignment which
threaten the ecological seositive
Long Yalley and 1o fight for a
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hkAvalley. hemd @ lutp = £ v hkpen.org
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31/5/2000: Hon. Christine LOH questioned the Transport Bureau
W A A A O L

“Regarding the constracrion of ithe East Rail Exsension - Shewny Shod io Lok Ma Chan Spur Line widch was

gaczetiod on & Ovtober 1999 and the proposed amendients to the sclveme which were gazetted o 28 Apail 2000,

will ehe Government infoem this Council

fa) of the studies that have been sndertaken to justli’ the construction of the safuay extresong

(bl of the reasons for gazering: the alignmens of the spur line before the refovan planming am eoviramensal sadies
werr ted awd wheifer 2 neechandse is i place to ensure oot 2l eelevanr planming and cnvrommemal
stwcdies sy e complesed Before rad and road peojeety ave gascsied;

(et wherber altermarve alignments tear do mot cocooach on the conlegcally velmalbde Leong Vialley bane bron consdeonnd,
i mot, of rhe reasons for thar; sod

(dl soherber other alvemane alignmoms ke beew ooisiderid aad or the environmental and planning merits of cach
alignmeat.
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Actimg Secretary for Transport, Mr Kevin Ho replied: ", Comstruction canmnaol commence il the full 1A
repont has been approved and an emirommental permit issied under the EIA Ordinance... Given the neod
fior fast-tracking the Spur Line project to cope with the sharp increase in coos-houndary traffic, dis peiority
projoct has to be ungently mplemented by KCRC in a fast wack manmer and # has beoome nocessary for
gazettal and EIAQ proceduses 1o proceed in perallel., ln practice, ihe milway scheie wall not be subméted
1o the Chief Executive in Connal for anthorization before approval of the EIA report by Dinector of
Environmental Protection and discusdon with ACE. Under the internal gowemment procedhines, the approval
of the relevant EIA reposts for goverianen projeces shall be obsaimed by the proponent deparmment before
the warettal of such projects under the relevant legislatzon.."

EARKREEMENHTLT2EE [0 RAEEFEERN E - SN e
AENREEES HAGEMLE LRSS AR EA RS TR BN RAEE
InfRilas wackl R RS - LIE(BRTENIENE EEECEHAASREGARS
AEE - HERRATREFE T paralld PEH GRESEFREN) RRENEF..HE
Ev ﬁﬁiﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ#ﬂﬁWﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ&i%ﬁ&ﬂ& tﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁiiﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ
ﬁﬁh%i?&iﬁﬂﬁnﬁﬁhﬂﬂiﬁ% LB ; :

Ietver open bearming enaronment,
the HEFTU has organized a
signature campaign. They have
requecsted a nmber of schooks 1o
specad the message among studems
during their asemblies and 10 lelp
making exhibition boards on the
issue an their schools.
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Hon. Christine LOH questioned
the Transport Bureau
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A questivnable time
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Jun Green Groups form coalition and raise the level of the Save Long Valley

#H  campaign
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1&5/6/2000: Meeting with Legco members Emily Lau, Lee Cheuk Yan and
Leung Yin Cheang
A G E ik Gk BN B - e ARORIRD A

Emily Lau, Lee Cheuk Yan and Leang Yiu Cheung expressed their concern on Long \M?ﬁf} “!lr.lls.
L also agreed o call a mecting for HEBWS with related government rlrpannlmuti and K L ;
Sodiety has preparcd an agenda which fisted out the questions or (0pIcs 1o e discussed, and names
grmlg:l; or government deparmments who should be present at the mecting.
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12/6/2000: HEBWS and WWFHK jointly apply to Ta.wn Planning Board
for rezoning of Long Valley as Conservation Area
KA B B2 G A B H A R e
—s [HRRER]

area is one of unique conservation valer, having significant ecological and hmilvm;ur quality, and Lhal
its existing features and mural use should be retained and protected. Fos details of the Conservation
Area rezoning application, please refer to the website: hll.p:-l".l"wnw.ht]marg.hk.u"h’a!lq‘h‘a_aﬁlhull
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Summary of the paper
"Request For R ing As A C
Zoning Plan S/INE - KTN/4" June 2000

Area - Part of Kwo Tung North Outline

Thie paper proseits & Fequest i sone & wiildlife rich area of freshwadcr wetland Enown as Lzmg 'r"al%:y_in the
Nosth Fasserm New Terrisories (NENT), on the Ko ‘Tung North Chadine ?min;_l’%m SINE - KTN/, ax
a "Canservation Arca” under Section 4 (1) {gh of the Town Mamming Ordinance (Cap. 131).

The area is presenchy zoned as = Agricabture lawd™, whicks is considered not sefficient to protect the ooological
valives of the area. Funiber developmests in the NENT development plan will muirrthe arca ml:.m:lk
1o private devebopment and chapge of Faed use 30 resdential zoning, Given that the Fanling Bypass is 10 be
rerauted 10 the nonth of the western river chanacd, it is proposed that
b Sheung Shui to Lok Ma Chau Sper Line aned the Wiest Rail P‘bmt 1]
prajects should alsa be mowted 10 the mosth of the fver channeds in 2
single transport "corridor”, to Jeave imact the soushern area ar‘vdn;ml of
the norther area of Losg Vallcy, The whole arca of Long Valley can
thereliee be zoned as a conservation area as suggested in the paper.

Lang Valley is unique in the sense that it represcoss the last ﬂ‘mai.niB—g
égaifnmmédmﬂimdunﬁaganmdﬁrdnmmﬂhrdm by
Noathwestern T, whsch is different from the brackish water wetland of
Mai Po Mature Reserve, The diversty of birds azd ﬂdl:rqxtiswhicl'! 1
Lung\':ﬂq'nwmﬁnnhhutmhghhiyﬁﬁnmcmmpunﬂtmh[a 1
Po. Over 200 spevics of birds, repecseiing 50% of the notal namber of
Etdspcdﬂlumdndinrhngﬁmg.lmtluﬁmdndinlnlg?ﬂq' 2=
since 1993, inchoding four ghobally Vulnerable and eight globally Near

e R s

G - CONSERVATION AREA {w) KCR.C SPUR LENE)
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Threatemed specics. A&tﬂmnmﬁmﬁﬁhﬂk&mk‘ 2 m‘i‘“‘“‘f‘m <
mmﬂmﬂnmahu{mudhﬂkam. B e, e ;
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1&5/6/2000:

Meeting with Legeo members
Emily Lan, Lee Cheuk Yan
and Leung Yiu Cheung
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1276/2000:

HEBWS and WWFHK jointly
apply to Town Planning Board
for rezoning of Long Valley as
Conservation Area
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Fanfing Bypass
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Long Valley also bas stgnificant echocational values to allow seudents, members of the
pushlic 2nd visitors (o apgrecaie the traditional agricalooral herisage of the area and i
diverse wildlife. Long Valley has been recogmized by BirdLile Intemational as an
intermaisona] knsportant Bird Area, who has alsa given s support for its zoning as a
Conscrvation Arca.

Ins wedder to protece thes fmponant fredweater wetland, oning i as a Conservatian
Area as soon as possible i considencd essential,

WA HSINE-ETNA B — G —— P E NN BT
(Conservation Area)
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20/6/2000: Joint Green Groups meeting with Transport Bureau, Town
Planning Department and KCR
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The mecting was organized by How. Emily La and Lee Cheuk Yan, and wok place at Tramsport
Burcau. Represemtative of Green Groups incheded our Socicty, World Wide Fuawd For Nature Hong
Kong, The Conservancy Association, Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden, Green Power, Friends of
the Earth and Citizens Party. On the other side, are the nepresentatives from the Transport Bureau,
Highways Deparumens, Planning Deparnment, Territory Development Depariment and KCRC.

During the mecting, TB was asked to explain the "Fast-tracking™ process for the East Rail, and whether
there is any condlict with the intentions of the ELA Ovrdinance, since the route was gazetied prior to the
subwmission of EIA repori. Oestions weee abso asked on the re-rowting of the Fanking Bypass 1o the
north of the river channel, whether there is any possibility of re-alignment of railway 10 the same
transpont corridor keaving Long Valley intact and ninimize disnarbance and habitar desimsction.
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23/6/2000 Press conference
FAE g i

Green Coalition Oppose Threat to Long Valley in
Open Letter to Chief Executive
Groups challenge justification for East Rail Spur Line, express fear at
proposed mitigation

Nme ng!(ﬂnggtccnwi‘btﬂms&ﬁﬂﬂcﬁ'r\mdﬂimﬂmgﬂmgﬂhd
Watching Sociery, Warkd Wide Fund For Nansre Hong Rorg, Friends of the
Farth, Green Power, Kadooric Farm & Botanic Garden, Groen Lantau Association,
Produce Green Foundation, Greenpeace and the Hong Kong University
Departient of Ecology and Biodiversity have united 1o protest the gazerted
routing of the KCRC Lok Ma Chau Spur Line through the core area af the
feestowater finod plain 21 Loag Valley.

Despite recognising the significance of Lang Valley as the most imporiant
freslwater wesland in Hong Kong, KORC has, i its ELA, macle the unacceptabie
and unilateral decision that the ccological, landscape and heritage value of
Lueg Vallcy should be negaively impacted in Evous an infornal 2004 deadline
for completion of the spur line. The groups further believe that a spur line
coming from East Rail could be avoided conpietcly if the Lok Ma Chau extension was 1o branch
olf fram the western end of West Rail Phase 1L

The groups also expressed comcern that the fast-tracking process implemented by the Transport
Burcan s coatravencd ot internal government procedures and she spirit of the FIA Ordimance.
They believe KCRC s taking advantage of the Railways Ordinance to act cutside the purvicw of
the '.Tnmn Planuing Ordanance. In regard to the breaching of govermment procedure, the groups
are considering whether to bring this mater to the artention of the Ounbudsman’s (ilice.

Visits by group membess 1o current West Rail construction sites around Kam Tin suggest that
KCRC has been inellcctive in minimizing damage 1o e ecologically sensitive habitats, and
wildlife, with documented negative impact @0 trees, fish and hirds, including Painted Swipe - a
irl known anky i hreed at Kam Tin and Long Valley, Froan these observativans it seems highly
likely that comsiderable damage will be caused 1o Long Valley during the COMEMCH0N Process.
Caul it be restored? Possibly, but there’s no guarantee, and statistics [rom averseas is mot

236/2000
Press conference
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encouraging. As a resalt, the coalition has linle Gith in the ahiliey of KCRC 1o conduct the
costruction of the viaduct across Loeg Valley in a well controfled and sensitive manner.

In acdition to presenting its views on the FIA 10 the Advisary Committer on the Envaronment,
IACE] whose EIA sub-commiice will evaluate the EIA For the gazetted route, the groaps anc
Mmﬁrﬁg email campaigns petitioning the Chiel Exccutive, the Excculive Couneil and relevam

government departments, with the cooperation of leading overseas cotservato organisations.

WWE and thve Hong Kong Bind Waiching Society have submited an application o rezone
Long Valley as a Conservation Area. This zoaing application has atready provoked preliminary
diseussions with the Teritory Devclopment Departnsent regarding optinising :Imrhimlwrsily
and agricullural heritage of the area. It is hoped tha this will prove comclmavély o' Governmen

shat agricultural land bas tremendoss vahte fe wikdife in Hong Kong, a vi b
officially recognised by the SAR. Govern :3:
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23/6/2000: Letter to Society member advising how to reject the Spur Line
EIA report
F AR AR R E TR

Dear Members

SAVE LONG VALLEY
Deadline for Objections to EIA Report - 11th July
Briefing Session - 3rd July '

The EIA Report on the Sheung Shui to Lok Ma Chau Spur Line which will dissect Long Valley has
been published. The deadline for the pubilic w lodge oljections is 11th July 200,

We attach guidelines for you to use 1o lodge objections in writing. We urge you to write now and a1 the
latest so your ohjection is received by Tlth July. Please uwse some of the guidelines and adapt these 1o
your ovn style so that your objoctton will count as an individual sulimission....

[Ed - details of the guidelines can be referved to @ htipedfwnsw. hkbwscong hkvaliey commaent.himil|

-

26/6/2000: HEKBWS submitted formal objection to Transport burean
regarding the gazette route of the spurline
75 FA S T B0 IR S R A 4 A S B

Mz Nicholas Ng

Secretary for Transport
15th Floor Murray Building
Garden Read, Hong Kong
Dear Sir

Sheung Shui to Lok Ma Chau Spur Line
Gazette Notices No.3774 of 4 October 1999 and No.254¢ of 17 April 2000
Handling Procedures for Objections

We refer to our formal obigection 1o the Spur Line Scheme dated 7 December 1999,
We should be grateful for vour early response 1o the maters set out at the end of this leter.

We note that written objections to the amended route under Gazette Notice 2544 should be lodged
with you by 27 June 2000. We note that the amended route is substantially the same as the original
rostte in that it dissects Lomg Valley, which is the principal ground for our objection.

We refer 1o e Handling Procedures provided to objectors, which include the following:
1. Representatives of Government Departments concerned and KCRC will meet objectors,
2. The Transport Bureau will give a fonnal reply 1o olfectors.

23062000

Letter to Society member
advising how to reject the
Spur Line EIA report
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HEBWS submitted formal
ohjection to Transport bureau
regarding the gazette route of
the spurline
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3. Unwitherawn objections will be heard by a Panel formed of independent persons, This admingstrative
process is to cnsure that objections are handled in an open, fir and transparent manner.
+. The Paoel will prepare a Report on the Hearing,
. The Secretary for Transport will submis the Scheme iogether with all unwithdrawn objections, the
Report of the Hearing Panel and views of objectors on the Report to the Chiel Executive in Councl
for - consideration.

w

Following onr objection of 7 December 1994, we met representatives of (he Raibways Office of the
Highways Depariment and representatives of KCRC on 15 March 2000 1o discuss our objection,
which we conlirmed was not and would not he withdravm.

Please note that we have received no formal reply as requived by item 2 above of the Handling
procedures.

For the avoidance of any doubt we now record formally that our elgection ks not withdravwn and is
vigorously maintained on the grounds set 0w in our leteer of objection of 7 December 1999,

Chur objection is also maintained on the growsds set out in:

I, Our Application for the whole of Long Valley 1o be zoned as a Conservation Arca lodged with the
Town Planning Board, on the grounds that the arca is one of imigue consenvation value, having
significant ecological and landscape quality, and that fis existing natural feanzres shoukd be retained
and protected. We confinm that we shall not be withdrawing that Application.

2. Qur submission o the Director of Envirenmental Protection on the EIA Repont e the Spur Line
which will he lodged by the end of the period for public consultation ending on 11 july,

We shoubd be grateful if you would reply to us as soon as possible with the fllowing:

{al Your written acknowledgement of receipt ol tis lester.

(b Your formal reply 10 our objection as requived by itemn 2 of tse Handling Procedures set out above.

{c} The date when the Hearing by the Panel of indcpendent persons will take place.

{d} The names, position and expertise of the persons sitting oa (e Panel.

fe) The date by which it is expected that the Panel wall provide us with their Report on the Hearing in
order that we may comment as required by itlem 3 ol the above Handling Procedunes.

Yours fxthfully.

Michael Kilbum
Cliairman, Conservatson Commitiee
Hong Kong Bird Watching Socdety

6/2000: Letter to TDD regarding government’s willingness to conserve Long
Valley

A ARG WS R AV 2 W8S RE
Mr. K.C. Fok
Temitory Developnent Depantment
Re: Zoning of Long Valley as Conservation Area
Diear Mr. Fok

Tt was good to speak to yon on Wkh June at the mecting between the Green groups and Tramsport
Department/KCRC.

Further to our conversation regarding potential lanid wse for Long Valbey, 1 wanted to write 1o you to
explain the position of the Hong Kong Bird Wartching Sociely (HEKBWS),

Before making our recommendations, it is important (o nae that we are strongly opposed 10 the
construction of any raibway, highway or oller development in the proposed conservation area. We
believe that whatever the proposed mitigation it would cause both short term and long term damage to
both the ecosystem and lanscape aspecis of the arca, lessening its valee as a site for conservation,
vecreation and education,

1 understand you have retained consubtans who are currendy dranang up plans which inclade educational
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Letter to TDD regarding
government's willingness to
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and visitor Facilities for the area. Bearing in mind the experience we have gained from the development
of the International Wetkand Centre at Tin Shui Wai (TWC), T would fike 1o bring 10 your attention tle
following points:
- The key concern of HKBWS is to prescrve and enhance the wet agnculiural and foodplain habatat
a1 Long Valley to as great a degree as possible. This will best protect the habitat for the 210+ species
of bards, and the other wiliflife ihat has been recorded an the site.
The most ecologically mteresting aspect of Long Yalley is the variety of micro-halitats which inclade
varias forms of wet agricubture and welland habitat. (including Lotus ponds, water cress.and tung
choi fields, rough pasture for buffalo grazing, freshwater fshponds, ditches, bare and vegetated
buneds, small ponds, rivers in natural beds, marshiand, fung shas trees).  Although we have no doubt
athont the value of wel agriculture for birds, we do not believe it is necessary for the land use at Long
Valley to remain completely unchanged, and in particular we would welcome the imroduction of
mare permanent managed freshwater wetkand.
- However, we are exger that nonc of the existing veetland and wer agricultural habitar be resumed for
the construction of visitor facilities. We are mindfil thar in the plans sobmitted for the IWC a farge
proportion of the Eand sct aside For mitigation was covered by the constrisction of the visitor centre
and a high visitor density outdoor study site. 11 s our belief that there is ample land available on
other parts of the site, or even scope for an innovative design, which might lecate any planned study
centre abowve one of the dver retraining channels.

Musch of ehe value of Long Valley to birds derives from the low levels of human distorbance. While

there is clearly scope for Bmited numbers of visiiors to visit the site without undue adverse Impacs,

we do not believe that Long valley shoubd be developed for mass 1wourism on the scale intended for

IWC. While we would not olyject 1o the construction of a strictly fmited sumber hides and pathways,

we woukd [tke general acoess to the wetland and wet agricubural arcas to be controlled, Please note

this does not mean we wamt to weally exclsde the public [rom the site, but we would like the balance
of protectinn versus acgess 1’ favour the wildhife more strongly than it docs at the IWC.

- Key areas. The most important arca for conservatzon is the arca to the south of the rver reiraining
channels down o the clevated land marked by the pathway nmning eastward towards the KRC
Shenng Shus-Lowa railway oe. It s understood that a large proportion of the kand between the path
amd the Castle Peak Road, nmch of which is nsed for dryer agricultore such as Aower and vegerable
growing, and a number of mostly derelict Woodworm or goldfish rearing ponds & occupied by
squatter dwellings. Dy agriculiure i abso of value to wildhife, but supports lower diversity than wet
agriculiural arcas. Preserving some of this habitat would undoubtedly be of value in broadening the
appeal of the site for wildlife.

= I addition, the area of Rshponds and bunded marshland in the nerthem extremary of the marked
arca has plaved host to both Greater Painted Snipe and Chestmut Bittern in recent months and has
clear conservation value. Smaller areas of grassland and agricubiure abso exist next 1o the carpark i
Tsung Pak Long Village and to the west of Yin Gong willage {sorth of the timber vard).

- We are not epposed to retaining the traditional Form of wet agricullure, including the keepang of a
stnall mumber of water buflado (vt more shan four bead] on the Ste. 1 is aerently imdear whether
their presence in this habitat is significant, but a small number with restricted ability 10 wander
probably creates feeding opportunities for inseces and Cattle Egrer, and would be an airactive
feature for visttors. T addition, as this areas was storically under rice, it may be micresting to
comvert some of the ficlds to rice ficlds, which provides imicresting habisat for a wide range of
veriehrate and invertebrate species.

= We believe that Long Valley clearly demonsirates the principle that agriculinral land, and wet
agriculture in particular is of high value for wildlife. Wi would welcome acknowledgement from
Government that this is the case,

HEBWS is willing at any time 1o disouss these guidelines or the general state of Long Valley with
members of your Depariment, other government Depariments or your consultams.  Please feel free 1o
contact us.

Kind regards,
Mike Kilburn
Conservation CHFicer

ce.  AFCD

Planning and Lands
Town Plamning Board




Jul Long Valley campaign has became an international event. At the same time,
the Advisory Council on the Environment makes its comment to EPD regarding

the EIA report
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out site visit at Long Valley

Eﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁ‘#ﬁiﬁﬁ' Ross Fﬁsﬁﬂiﬂé‘ﬁﬂﬁﬂ
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11/7/2000 HKBWS submitted formal objection - Sheung Shui to Lok Ma
Chau Spur Line Environmentnal Impact Assessment Report
Tl R G Lk T W M R SRR

Summary:

1. “The evidence revealed by the EIA Report demonstrates that the Spur Line should not be constructed
through Long Valley fand nor should amy other infrastrocire project).

2. The Techuical Memorandam and Study Breel have not been complicd with.

3. Owcrriding internatsonal obligations require that the Spur Line is wot constructed as proposed and
that a permit is not isucd.

4. Justification for the Spur Line has no been made oat

5. The E1A Sewdy Failed 1o consider total avoidance of Long Valley.

6. Alternative routes have not been properdy considercd and an ecologically preferable route has been
rejected.

7. Cumulative impact has not been propedy assessed,

8. The impact of the construction and operational phases has not boen properly assessed.

9. The mitigation and compensation measures proposed [l o take acconnt of the valee of tse habita
10 he destroyed, are seriously inadequate and are of very dowbifal long term sustainability.

10. The EIA Study seeks 1w defend admitied scriows adverse impact by relyinzg on mitigation. This
standpoint means that:
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DEAT2000
EIA expert form BirdLife

L1 _Iq.;_e_f?z&rinual Mr. Ross
. Hughes carried out site visit

at Long Valley
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HEBWS submitted formal
objection - Sheung Shui to Lok
Ma Chau Spur Line
Environmentnal Impact
Assessment Report
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- the Technical Memorandum and Study Brcl have not been
comgdied with; and
Becanse dee mitigation fils, e project is indefensible on
the EIA Study’s own terms

'L The rasity, diversity aimd oumnber of the: bird species rocorded
demonsirie Long Valley's importance inemationally as
Ieing comparalde with that of Mai Po Nature Reserve
and that it should be woned as a Conservation Arca and
managed and protected as a Nature Reserve.

2. The main emphasis of this submission will be on the tmportant wildlife rich area of freshwater
wetland known as Long Valley, but other areas will be considered.

For details ahour EIA objection, please refer to hapa S libtves.org ik halley deia_ EIOT00 ham

BT TR AR AR E - 57 Rbhupd fwww hkbws org hk/halley feia_ 10700.hem

12772000 Press release
M

Public consultation reveals heavy opposition to Lok Ma Chau Spur Line

EPD receives "more than 130" written complaints

The Lok Ma Chau Spur Line has become the most objectionalile project in the history of the
Environemental Inpact Assessment process. According 1o EPD "mare than 1307 individual writen
objections have been received, ingluding those from private citizens, 2 number of local green
groups, former legislators, and global conservation organisations. This & the most objections
received lor any project in Hong Keng,

Ihe imention of the project 1o build scross Long Valkey and into the Deep Bay Wetlasd Conservation
Arca pear Mai Po would be in breach of the terms of the Ransar Convention, which protects
wetland arcas worldwide, to which China is a signatory.  The Head Office of the Ramsar Busean,
the world wetlands conservation body has alested the Ramsar Convention Implementing Office in
Beijing. Wetlamds Tnternationals - Asia Pacific has also voiced its coneerns to the Chief Executive,
Tung Clee Hia

In additson, Ross Hugles an expert in the EIA process from BardLife International stated: "Bascd
on this technical review, [ consider it this EIA document contains a number of fimdamental
flaws which serve to imgair the valie of the EIA document as a deciston-making tool. Therelore,
T regret to recommend that the ELA should be rejected.”

Local sgnatories include The Conservancy Association, Hong Kong Bird Wanching Society, World
Wide Fund For Nature Hong Kong, Green Power, Hong Kong University Deparment of Ecology
and Biodiversity, Kadooric Farm & Botanic Garden.
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14/07/2000 Press release
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Sheung Shui - Lok Ma Chau Spur Line
Letter to members of the Advisory Council on the Epvironment. |

The Hoag Kong Bird Watching Society issued a letter 10 members of the Advisory Council on
the Environment. In the ACE meeting on the July 17, 2000, the emvironmental impgolssessinent

report of the Spur Line will be tabled for discussion. As the guarﬁa& off ljy;rl-ﬁm{ ﬁm’ﬁ B R
enwironment, the members of the Advisory Council om the Envirommend areinvited-to give the ~

subject carcful consideration,

An expert from BirdLife International, Mr Ress Hughes, reviewed the Eﬁl @ﬁﬁlﬂmhﬂt&»
thar:

"Based on this technical review, I consider that this EIA
a number of fundamental flaws which serve to impair \the-valiie of the EIA

document as a decision-making tool. Therefore, I regr?t{o F‘_—'!“?‘F?‘fﬂ"'-,'- o P
that the EIA should rejected."” TIaWCECL]

The main report contains a wealth of material showing the ecological and landscape value of
Long Valley, But the executive sunmary Fails badly 1o reflect the gramy nfthc Spur Line
catting through Long Valley and [ragmenting the habiat thee.

Long Valley is the last piece of freshwater wetland of some significant
size where wet agriculture is still practised. It is the inland s.nn.i'ogue of
Mai Po, a coastal brackish wetland with gei weis.

According to the EIA Technical Memorandum, to allow a project to impact adversely on an
area of ecological imporiance, it must be proved that no other practical alternatives exast Also,
adequate mitigation measures are to be employed.

The EIA report has not examined alternatives that would avoid Long Valley.
Examples of alternatives to be considered are expanding the immigration/
customs facilifies at Lo Wu and building a light rail system

O the miligation side, the promised wettand creation stands a high chance of failure {arowsd
T0%%) according to experience ebsewhere, even in developed connrics like the USA. Furthenmare,
artificially created wetlands take many years before wildlife communities similar to those they
are dessgmed 4o replace would get established.

The short time frame of the Spar Line project means that there will be praciically zero chance
for the "temporary created wetland” to provide viable refuge for birds when construction takes
place at the heart of Long Valley, There would be zero chance again for the "permanent
created wetland® o do the same when the bivds are driven out of the wmporary so-called refuge
once construction advances and overruns it. The mitigation during construction is therefore
dootmed.

Furthermore, the EIA report provides no future management plan, no
managing authority and no funding sources for the created wetland. It
reflects a complete lack of commitment on the part of the project proponent
to the sustainability of the mitigation. The mitigation in the long-term is
also doomed,
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21/7/2000  Open Drama at the lobby of KCRC Hung Hom Station organized
by The Conservancy Association
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17/07/2000 Press release
FWEE (Original: Chinese 73 30)

ACE advice to government regarding Sheung Shui , Lok Ma Chau
Spur Line applauded by Hong Kong Bird Watching Society
Long Valley spared damage for the time being

The Hong Kong Bird Warching Society webromes the decision of the Advisory Couneil on the
Emvireament (ACE) at its meeting om _July 17, 3000 1o arvise the government that Gurther studics

should he conducted to address the major issues raised by the public as well as international
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Open Drama at the lobby of
KCRC Railway Station
organized by The Conservancy
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Iodies concerning the emvirommental impact of the Shewng St - Lok Ma Chau spar fine on
the conscrvathon, landscape and hertage value of Long Valley, the inland equivalent of world
famous Mfai Po.

The Socicty is glad that the value of Long Valley has been recognized and that KCRO and the
govermmenrd lave heen urged 1o find an alternative route avoiding the Valley,

The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society congratulates ACE members for their determination to
avert avoidable attrition of Hong Kong's emvironment.  The Sociery will remain vigilam o
easuge the long-term [utare of Long Valley,
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How to have a 3-way win situation for the natural environment, HKCRC and the
Hong Hong community - Letter to the Chief Executive
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HEKBWS sent the Cheil Exceutive
Mr. Tung Chee Hua a letter about
the present sitnation in Long
Valley. lts invasion by Spur Line
is causing wide concern Jocally and
mternationally. If the government
and KCR insists on going abead
with the progect, this will affect the
image of Hong Kong. It is
suggested that the govemment and
KCR cooperate to find our the
they withdraw the gazette notice
0. 3774 and improve the border
crossing facilities ax Lo Wi,
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24/7/2000: Letter to urge the Director of Environmental Protection to refect
the Spur Line EI4 Report

A TR TR AT DRI SRR R

MrR ]S Law

Diirector of Eswvironmental Protections
Eawironmental Prodection Department
27/F Southomn Centre

130 Hi Road
‘“M£$§ggﬂmgr

Dear Sir

Eﬁrﬁ%ﬂmm Impact Assessment Report = | .
Sﬁeungsh'ui - Lok Ma Chau Spur Line

Wi wauild like to urge you to 1ake note of the numerons public submissions and the views of the
Advisory Coundl on the Environment regarding the scrious shoricomings in the ELA report and w
reject the report.

The ACE in its unprecedented move an 17 July not endorsing the EIA report is sending a srang signal
about the fundamental Naws in the report.  As ACE chairman rightly pointed out: even il only one
member has a negative view on the report, the Administration showld take careful note. This is in line
with the long-established respect ol the Administration for the consultasive bodies it has set up over the
years.

We do not intend to repeat the points which we have set ot in degail i our formal subanission on the
EIA repoat. Hewever, we wish 1o emphasize (hat il the EIA report fails 1o demonstrate conypliance
with the teqpirements of the Technical Memorandum and Project Brief, it would be administratively
ot of order to accept the EEA report. This is a point which we wonld seck 1o cnsure with all means
available to us, as i our view it does so Fail.

To accept the EIA report in its present form will discredit the whole EIA process. Tncleed it will
discredit Hong Keng as a responsible member of the international community, for failing 10 take good
care of its wetland which is used by rans-nation migratory binds. We sincercly hope that you would
uprhold professignalism and would not succumb 1o threats from the project proponent mkrclated 1o
We assure you that you will have our strongest support in your effont 1o saifeguard the quality of Hong
Kong's environment.

Yours sincerely
Mr Lawrence Johmstone
O behalf of the Conservation Committee
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Letter to urge the Director of
Environmental Protection to
reject the Spur Line ElA
Report
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aug& Joint Green Group letter to various departments to express concern on Long

Valley wetland and pointing out the real problems
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28/8/2000: Joint Green Group letter to the Chief Executive, the Chief
Secretary and the Financial Secretary
5 0 0 3 A R e v v R ]

RE: Lok Ma Chau Spur Line and Long Valley

| am writing on behall of six green groups in Hong Kong o express our decp concernis on the potential
adverse environmental impacts caused by KCRC's proposed spar line. We would like 10 request a
meeting with you (o discuss the relevant issues since we believe thar this dispute is of such importance
that &t should be mediated at hisher levels than the poficy burcaus.

Yaou may probably be aware that the dispute over this matter bewween the Transport Bureau, parinered
with KCRC, and the green groups. The Transport Burean and KCRC nsist that the Lok Ma Chax
Spur Line shoubd be Duilt across the most ecological sensitive part of the Long Valley while the green
avoups believe that there are other betir options o avoid this ecological disaster. The Tram?art
Burcau and KICRC insist that the rmailway has to be completed by 2004 and thus no time to consider

other options.

First of all, we would ke 1o state cleary our stand on milways. We strongly support the injtiative of
your administration 1o build railways in priority of the roads because railways are s potluting in
npﬂawm We also firmnly believe that rilways should be and can be buill in an emarmnmental faendly
way. Each rail proposal has to be jusified with valid reasons and acceptable cnvironmental impact
assessed study. We shoubd work for a win-win dmation and thus acquire a sustainable mode of
development.

Regarding the Lok Ma Chan Line propasal, both the Transport Bureau and the KCRC have not
been able 1o presenl 10 us whi;sil:c:plaiﬂc valid reasons and EIA swdy for building this railway. We
all understand that the objective of the Spur Line is to ease the wraffic congestion at ﬂwmﬂlmmkr
crossing of Lo Wu. However, we nnderstand that the deadiock is not at the raifway but the inmigration
process. The Transport Barcau has oo jorisdiction over imigration maiter, aru_:l thercfore mm.uhk 0
discuss the positive impacts of immigration process improvement. Bearing in mind that the Western
Rail barder crossing is schedubed 10 be conpleted ly 2007, three years afier the Spur Line, The public
would cerainly question the suitability of this huge investment on il which is going to be duplicated
in three years time. Furthermore, the improvement in inmigraton process can well be fined 10 cater
for the three years increased demand which the Transport Bureau claims.

The Advisory Council on the Exvironment has for the finse time in history not endorsed an ELA study
report of a railway berause there are many basic faulis in the sudy report.

Since the Government his proclaimed as an aim 1o achicve susiainable development, of which nature
conscrvation is an important elemient, we belicve it is essential lor you to personally intervere i this
matter of great conservation vakie, We hope Uit thrmegh further discussions with ws you may mu:h-rsland
why all green groups take such a unified stand ou this issee and why we beliove aliernative ojtions can
be ol 1o be both proteet Long Valley and 1o promote sustaisable ribway development in the long
nun,

We look forward to hiearing from you soom.
Yours sincereky

The Conscrvancy Association

On behalf of

Friends of the Earth

Greenpeace

Green Power

Hong Kong Bird Watching Society
Wonsld Wide Fued For Nanare Hong Kong

28/872000:

Joint Green Group letter to the
Chief Executive, the Chiel
Secretary and the Financial
Secretary
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4/9/2000: Joint Green Group letter to Secretary of Security Bureau regarding
border crossing at Lo W

TR I 260 A7 TN 8 S8 W R R AR KRR R

Ms Regina Ip

Secretary for Security

fith Floor, Ming and East Wings
Central Government Olfices
Central, Hong Kong

Diear Madam

Immigration and Customs facilities at the Border
Strategy in conjunction with Shenzhen Planning, Lo Wu/Lok Ma Chau
Sheung Shui to Lok Ma Chau Spur Line - Long Valley

We are writing on behall of Hong Kong Bird Watching Socicy, Widd Wide Fund For Nature Hong Koog, The
Conservancy Assnciation, Kadoode Fanm and Botancal Garden, Frionds of the Earth and Green Power.

We woalld ke to rofuest a mecting to discuss the above isses with you and the Direetor of lmmigratson
and the Commissioner of Castoms and Excise Wi wish to explore whether there is a border managenent
sofution 1o the claimed problents of congestion at Lo Wu and how the: management of fisrure [nimigraion
and Cuogtoms neecs at the border will deal with planned devlopment by the Shenzhen anthoniies.

Picase mote that we are not seeking a meeting with or comment Trom the Secretary for Transport.

We believe that you will be aware of the propesed Spur Lise from Sheung Shui to Lok Ma Chau and
the justification being put forward for this project being claimed overcrowding a1 Lo Wa. Such claimed
overcrowding bas ako been used to justify “fast-tracking” the project on the grounds that the Lok Ma
Clean border crossing has to be in plage by 2004

We helieve that you will also be aware that the Spur Line is the subject of an Emvimaanental lmpact
Assessment. Over 2000 obgections 1o the project and the EIA Beport have been lodged with the Direcior
of Envirommental Protection. Inoour view, hased on Hong Kong and international expent advice, the
Spur Line would result in the loss of the wigque and ecologically important area of freshwarer wedand
known as Loag Valley. IT you would ke 1o have more information about the significance and value of
Long Valley, please do wo hesitare w0 let us know, OF importance for the purposes of our reguest 1o you
is that the EIA Repon relies ondy on peak passenger numbiers on 2 festival days in 1999 as evidence of
comgestion at Lo W,

The Shenehcn anthorities have anpounced thar, with the construction of their newamdenzround raitway

system, Lheir customs. house at Lo Wwewill be devieloped to increase sl capacity to handle 400,000

people ger day. '

We shoubd ke 1o discuss with you and the Divector of Iminigration-and Castoms and the Comimissioner

of Customs and Excisc: 1

- Whether there is in fact congestion at the border crossing al Lo Wu and, if so, the numbers
involved, how ofien this occurs and its causes.

- How the Immigratton and Customs Fcilities at Lo Wu can be upgraded o deal with amy congestion
and wien,

Whether the Hong Kong facilities at Lo W will be upgraded along simikar lines as is planmed on
the Shenzhen side and when

We look forward o hearmng froan you, We should be gratefisl if you woald respond in writing to confirm
reoeipt of this letter, To arrage for a mutually convenient tme for 2 mecting we shoald be grateful if
you would contact As Carne Ma on 2377 4387,

Yours Faithdulty
(D) Ng Cho Nam

Conservation (Mficer

Hong Kong Bird Waiching Society

and on behall of

Workd Wide Fund for Nanee Hong Kong
The Conservancy Association

Kadooric Farm and Botainical Garden
Fricinds af the Earth

CGireenPower

419/2000:

Joint Green Group letter to
Secretary of Security Bureau
regarding border crossing at
Lo Wa
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21/9/2000: Letter to Transport Bureau stating that HEBWS will not withdraw
the formal objection to the gazetted alignment
K EEEER RN AR AR EARH

Sounce of background:
SCMP 18572000
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AR 17200

For the Attengion of Mr Allan Tang

fr Secretary for “Transport

Transport Bureaw, Government Secretariat
Murray Building, Garden Road

Hong Rong

TDhear Bir,

Sheung Shui to L

We refer o your letiers
Nlichael Killuem, who ¥

corporation (RCRC} East Rail Extension
thau Spur Line

i August 2000 to Dr Ng Cho Nam and 24th August 2000 to M
ot behall of the Hong Kong Bird Warching Society.

Sy & . S— - e
put’ request to the Society 1o consider withdrawing its objection to the

Wé:'-rc&r n "rg.-i:ﬁ_ ar 10y
Sheung Shai to Lok Ma Chan Spur Line under the Raitways Ordinamce.

Wi eafirmon Bbbalr of the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society fand on behalf of Dr Ng Cho Nam

and Mr el Kilhurn! that e do not withdeaw our abjection (o the Spur Line made under the

ys O e Procedures

We enclose for ‘.I"Jé_i' reference acopy of the Society’s Submission 1o ihe Director of Environmental

™

Protection in respegt of the ELA Report relating to the Spur Line. You will sce from this that the
contenis u_'f your letter of 16th August do ool meet the concerns and, indeed, Fall very far short of

Lmeetig 1he poneerns of the Saociety. In these cpcnmsiances our objection under the Railways Ordinance
s maintained, ¥ |

o g :E’:.—rl’:;: g

Wesnstethat your beuctof 16th August indicates that the Hearing by the Independent Panel under the
Railways Ordinance pracedures will be i the third or founth quarter of this year, You said that
mtcssar} a:raﬂgments_ﬁiﬁ be made nearcr the time and we will be informed of the details.

Tiis o nearing the cnd0f the thind quarter.,
: - Bl

\’m?;‘hm-c 1804 alﬁwcr@ﬂé’ stions rased al canchusion of our better of 26th Jue 2000 at (<), (d]
and f¢} fandbinus-lewer'of 15t August 2000 with regard to the names, position and expertise of the
crsan on the Pancl, the date when the Hearing by the Panel of Independent Persons wil take
cednd the date by yehieh it is expeeted that the Pancl will provide us with their Report on the
iﬁs i order that we |naﬁ§;lnm'umimd by item 5 of the Hadling Procedures.
- “ s Wt S
Given hae 1hig Director for Wmmu received 220 objections as part of the EIA
process, it is importanttiiat e Progedres undeeihe Railways Ordinance are fully and properly
exd with and that @m@t@mﬂgm 10 voice their concerns fully 1o the ndependent
Panel. It ﬁqﬁﬁmmem (e Pamel ave ruly independent and with no
ennmection apdll in the fransport 66 i

woor. TE
Phease may we have your full and PYOPEE FESpOISE. 1) OUT provious raguirics,
' % - '  {ED
. Yours faitlfully i
Lawrence Jolmstone
for Conservatiog,

HONG KONG BIRIWATCHING SOCIETY

';b-—."{' | el # s & 2§ Hmwmew
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Letter to Transport Burean
stating that HKBWS will not
to the gazetted alignment
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24/9/2000: Urgent appeal to members: KCRC Spur Lin Long Vall
A IF R H B AT PR ﬁi&’&‘ﬁﬁ;’ ;:FOHS;II‘; i

Following our camnpaign to get people o object to the EEA Report on this projece, EPD received
225 ohjections - an unprecedented numiber, EPD forwarded all elgections together wath other
questions on the EIA Report to KCRC no deal wath, KCRC has now replied .-‘Scpcr:nﬂx'r 18} wo
EPD, and EPT} lias 30 days 1o decide om whether or mot 1o issuc an Envirommental Permit for
the project.

_'-\_.1 this slag;{' it would be uschul for members to wrile 10 AFCD, who have to give their inpat on
KCRC's answers to EPD, 10 remiand them yet again of the conservation value of Long Valley

They should alw_hc reminded of their duty, as the Hong Kong implementation authoriey for e
Ramsar Convention, to ensure the "wise use” of weilands®... J
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24/9/2000:

Urgent appeal 1o members:
KCRC Spur Line across Long
Valley
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oct Competition between Green Groups and KCRC has reached its peak before

tH  DEP’s announcement of the Spur Line EIA report result
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01/10/2000 Press release
M (Ongmal: Chinese |57 23

BirdLife International representative visit Long Valley
HKBWS seeks resolution at the BirdLife Asia Council Meeting

International conservation bodies have mised concern over the Sheung Shus - Lok Ma Chan
Spurfine built across Long Valley: HKEWS will repors it in the BirdLife Laternational Asia
Council Meeting held on 24-25 Oclober. Before the mecting, Mr Richard Grimmett, Senior
Progamme Officer of BirdLife Tnsernational visited Hong Kong on lact-finding o review (he
examination conducted by Mr Ross Hughes, an expent in Eavironmental Tgisct Assessments.

The purpose of HEBWS submitting the matter of Long Valley to the BirdLifc Internatinnal
Asia Council Meeting i to urge DEP and AFCD to veto the EIA report on the Sheang Shui -
Lok Ma Chau Spur Line. This Report has anoused strong public respanse
in Hong Koag. The DEP has received a total of 225 betters of oppositions,
the kargest ever number received. The international comservation bodies
inclucfing BirdLife International, Wetands Interational, cec. has written
1o the Chief Excoutive to express concern over this matter. The Head
Office of the Ramsar Burcan, has also written to urge the government 1o
fialfil the lability of the signed weaty.

AFCD is the sole government depariment responsible for education of
Ramsar in Hong Kong. But so far, this deparunent has not said a word on
the matter of Long Valley. If the Report can pass, it will greatly destroy the hasic principle of
ELA, and undermine the position of AFCD and the Hong Kong Government enforcing the
edweation of natural environmental protection in Hong Kong. In view of this, HEKBWS,
arcompanicd by several environmensal protection organtzations will interview Ms Lity Yam, the
Secretary of the Food and Emdironment Bureau on October 3, to express concern over the
malter of Long Valley and urge the AFCEY to fulfil the Babifity of "wise use of wetlands” in the
Lreaty.

HEBWS will send two representatives to-attend the BirdLife Iternational Asin Cowneil Meeting,
to explain the laws of the repost ol influence on, recount the matter of the threat w Long Valley,
and seck 1o pass a resalution to urge the EDP and AFCD 10 veto the repost of Long Valley Spur
Line.

Besides, HKBWS will continue 10 apply 1o the Tavwn Planuing Board to rezove Long Valley as
a Conservation Arca. As the Transport Deparmment and the KCRC have not given any effoctive
mitigation for the Spur Line, HKBWS will not revoke the formal opposition 1o the Spur Line set
forth in the Gazette.
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8/10/2000: Green Ribbon
RFILBBELETITE

Ociober B, The Consenvancy Association organized a "Green Ribbon Campaign”, which was greaily
supported by Green Groups, Legeo m:-mhers and the public. Participants sign their names and write
tseir wishes on a picoe of green Tibhon, and tied it outside the railway ssation, The Tollowing is an open

letter joinky ssgned by green groups (Credit: The Couservancy Associatinn):
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SAY "NO® TO CAPITAL PUNISHMENT TO LONG VALLEY
AN OPEN LETTER TO THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT -
October &, 2000

As @ result of an application I ih’,ﬂr y L ‘ ton Rail way Carpor: .timi'K(F-U 1 b0 buidd 2 spur
line across Lowg Valley in-the thwvest New Territaries, the Director of Environmental Proteetion
["DEP} s due to decide on the thiis freshwater wetland befure Ovtnber 17, 'Wé are here 1o

miake  lastaminute appeal oy i 1 ang Government 1o okt the 0 e D Mikory id
save Long Valley from destructbon, .

Memhess of green groups and commanily groups have am numenoes occasions in the past pear pul
fnaward farccfil argumests and scientific cviderice 1o, suppont that:

L. Long Valley is one of the lasi remaining significant freshwater werlands isn Hong Kong which has
an ccological value a5 high as Mai Po, an imporan site under procection by international treaties;

L The KCRC spur line, if approved, will cawse irreversible damage 1o Lang Valley and 1o remedial
or miligation measares can compensate for such boss;

3. There are otfier viable aliermatives, though bess comvenient o KCRC, to fulfill ihe sailway Tramspart
needs of the Hong Koag community withour the nood o destray the integrity of Long Valley,

We are deeply disappoimed ar the scll-serving atitnde of the KCRG which has resoried to ooy
tactics to bully the Government inte acceping its application: deliberate omissions in survey repars,
faibure b0 accomnt for fill emironmental impacts, misrepresentdinn i milkgaton measunes, refsal Lo
honestly consider viahle aliematives and, above all, threats 1o withhold its entire razlway building
programmes should its application be tarsed down

The Chief Execmtive has emphasioed masy Gmes thag be wished Huag Koag to embark on a path of

sutaimahile development and 1 become a world-class cily. We have lieard oo much of these and secn

too Bitike action. Now is the time for the Government 1o act.

EJ)
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Tee prinscigle of sustainable developinent requires us Hongkongers 1o protect and heave intact precions,
fasz-dimanishing resources for our fumire generations, And Hoog Kong can never broame 2 world-class
city withomr shouldening its global responsibélivies to conserve internationally imponant resoarces, for
which we are mere custodians. Long Valley & exactly sach a globally important asset that we are
oblgged to protect for all generazions g0 come.

The recent visis by wmirl-:tmmrdhﬂﬂr’.ipc st Lt ‘ﬁ‘hmﬁmlrrjnud'ﬂﬁlfﬂhﬁ}
mmﬂumir!md:a:nmum'[‘h: ok is: o e

{ urgtm:l.'l?-l"wgrem: benefit of the
ey o mmlutﬁ:wlupntﬂl.ll'tgg‘baﬂqls “wrangly” comscrved, RERC cag
il many ribway lines in fawre. 1 Long Valley shoukd have been rightly Consenved and
&sun}tﬂrurﬂmipuﬁwmnnﬂﬂwm« it will be gone forever.

15,_5& gnmga-sqﬂccﬂd‘qpmi panishment o Loag Valley. Humg iz hias

lahpunu}am—;ga{b,r criminals for fear of nuaking tragic mistakes that cafiiiot be

:nd.:.ﬂ ather govermaen officials imobved £

e ilp« capital pusishment 1o the mapy.
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BB (Original: Chinese 3 )

Phote and Bockground: by Henry Les

HKBWS urge DEP to reject the Spur line EIA report
KGRG is not respecting their EIA report =

-—f‘r'
On 6 October 2000, KCRC released inaccurate message to (e media, It shows that KCR?__.: 4
F

not only has no knowledge on ecalogy, but is also wdally environmental unfricadly.

Despite the ELA report, written by the expert employed by mnc,mmgmmgvméf
had high ecological importance, KCRC is not respecting this conclusion. HKB“—'Smﬁappua

at KCRCs disregardfil oo the mmportance of ecological enviroamen and dissorting the Fact
damages made to the wetlad,

Ul
[EEi4e

At an ecarly day, the Director of Transport Mr. W.F. NG had exerted political pressure (o force |-
the C issioner of Envin | Protection 1o accept the KCRC's EIA report. - Such

inappropriate act discontented Our Socicty. We urge: ‘,:; r:

1. the Secretary of Transport Bureau Mr. Nicholas NG to retract his words on Lok Ma C‘ilmi
Spur Line and make apalogy w e Director of Emvirommental Protection;
2, the DEP reject the KCRC's EIA repart of Shewng Shui to Lok Ma Chau Spur Line,

e m—

M S

It is the time (0 think about this issue seiously, Long Valley is the last picce of floaded plain
having both ecological value and farming radition. 1F the Spar Line muns across the core part
of Long Valley, it will bring about irrecoverable damages to the habitat and the cultural heriiage.
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10/10/2000 Press release
WWE  (Onginal: Chinese FiiC:ofr )

Habifat destruction causes 90% of birds extinctions
KCRC ignored ecological importance of Long Valley

Birdlife International fawnched the "Threatened Birds of the World" at the IUCN Waorld
Conversation Congress hebd in Amman, Jordan on 7 October 2000,

According to the newest figures, the globally threatened bind species increase
froam 1101 i 1994 1o 1,186 in H00 and 1,175 owt of themy are threatened wath
extmction. The Birdfife Intermational poited ow that neary 90% birds facing
cxtinction are suffered from continued damage to their habatats and pollwtion,

"Threatered Birds of ihe World" listed Hong Kong's threatened binds species
including our well-known Black-faced Spoonhill. The Inner Decp Bay Ramsar
Wetland and Lok Ma Chau are the preferable feeding amd roosting sites for
Black-Faced Spoonhill. Five percent o the global Hlack-Eaced Spoantill pogulation
hagl been recorded at Lok Ma Chan nearby the area of the propesed Spur Line.

The list also siates that the Japanese Yellow Bunting s a globally vulncrable bird
spedies.  There have been regular records at Long Valley, Lok Ma Chaw and
Deep Bay since 1989, Long Valley holds the highest number of Japanese Yelloo
Bunting with 17 indiveduals had been recorded m 1956,

The western end of e Spur Line - Lok Ma Chau, is imparniant to the globally
threatened Black-faced Spoonhill, The ather end of the Spur Line - Long Valley,
Hong Kong's key location for globally vulnerable Japanese Yellow Bunting. Hong
Kong bears the responsibility to prescrve these intemationally valuable sprcies.

The intemational appeal for protection of valnerable species needs global cooperation
10 conserve the living environment and wildlife arcas to prevent their extinction.
Heowever, the wetland compensation suggested by KCRC did not consider the needs of these
globally threatened birds and ignosed their coofogical importance. KCRC dared 10 announce
that there was no need to conseder near 200 species cxoept those 19 important birds. They also
disregard the Wildlife Protection Ordinance in Hong Kong. The Spur Line of East Rail will
damage Lok Ma Chau and Long Valley, Their fase and fature are af risk. Houg Kong will be
confronted Lo a position of being unable to explain this to the Word.

SERRONRFESHRETEER
Jul SR - B AR AT B

BELEmER (2RSHBEHEELE) (MMhresencd Birds of the Word™) » B8+ AL
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THREATENED BIRDS
OF THE WORLD
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Oet 11, 2000:  foined LEGCO member’s signature campaign
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Ot 11, 2000:
Joined LEGCO member's
signature campaign
[EdEARARE 195 ¥
BEfH]
The Long Walley campaign is
supported by the public and the
community, Members of the
Legislative Council, led by Me.
Leung Yin Chung, has organired
a "joimt Legeo memders Save Loag
Valley Campaign®, in order 10
showe support and concer for Long
Valley. Documents ol the
campaign are attached lor
refevence. They expressed their
concern over the threat 1o the
birds, on the inappropriate
pracedures being carricd our by
KCR and "T'ransport Busean, and
on their neglect of public opinion.
They weged DEP to reject the
KCR’s ELA report and 1o save
Long Valley.

Soeree of infarmaton: The oflice of
Legro member, Hom. Lessr Y Clung
R vt PRt EEEE
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13/10/2000 Press release
W (Original: Chinese F 3¢ 1)

KCRC released irresponsible message and disrespected people
and public’s support on environmental protection

In order to complete the Sheung Shui to Lok Ma Chau Spur Line by 2004, KCRC has on several
occasions issued [alse messages, misleading the public. KCRC considers that the Lok Ma Chau Spur
Linc is the "only” solution to solving the congestion problem. In fact, the key to the problem is how 1o
increase facilities a1 Lo Wu barder crossing to increase passenger throughput. This is a less costly
sohwtion that is also more effective.

Spokesman of KCRC recemily caimed that purchasing more of the wetkand ar the Beas River area
served only to "mollify bird waschess". The Society expresses its regret over the remarks. The Society
reiterates that eur opposition 1o the Tailway running across Long Valley, arises out of the need to
presenve the integrity, ceological values, bandscape and characteristics of traditonal freslowater agriculiure
and wetland for the people of Hong Kong.  This would provide an open nature classroom for our
fusure generations and enable then 1o appreciate our nature and heritage. Furthermore, the opposition
comes from a large number of onganizations, HKEWS & only one of them

What KCRC has said only shows a lack of the understanding of the problem on its pan, and the lack
of any detenmination for protecting the emvironment. Use of the word "mallily” just demonstrated the
patronizing attitude of KCRC. Tt is also an insult 1o all the green groups, schools, educational and
social institutions, councilors and members of the public who have worked hard to preserve the freshwater
ecodogy and heritage of Long Valley,

As a public organization, it is wholly inappropriate for KCRC o issue false messages w the public on
more than one occasion, to threaten members of the public and 1o prominently attack persons who are
invedved in the conservation of Long Valley, These are unconstructive 1o the rational discussions on
the issue,

The Saciety condemns the irvesponsible remarks of KCRC, and requests an open apology to all the
green groups, schools, educational and social institntions, councilors and members of the public who
have worked hard 1o preserve the wettands of Long Valley «
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Impact on People 3 & & %

The present rail aliznment bas struck a
balance between “people”; “wildlife® and
"raibway safery”

BENELCTH THRRE] - (R
S D TRREE] AZKEE

KCRC is responsitie five managing raibway traffic, and not issses refating 1o the borter crossing, environmental
prodcction decison and halancing people’s Thes. 1t is the pespenshiling of the HESAR Governmenst to consider
whetber the progect can halance the people’s lives and well being.

Darimy the public consulsation wnder the EIA Ordinance, EPD seccived 2235 submissiven objecting o the
proposal. The Achisary Cosnmatiee on Envirenment abuo Bor the fiest tine rejocsed the ELA Report for the
project. This casts fusther doobs oo KCRC's ability w0 achiowe 2 "halance™.

Furthermore, KCRC everdooked el impostant “sconomic factars”,

It is mnecomomical 1o huid a spar fise costing several hillion doflars finking Sheung Shan t Lok Ma Chau with
oedy ONE station. The levyieg of high fares on border crossing passemgers to subisidize other routes will in the
end result im a higher barden om all woers,

Expanding and inproving the border crossng facfities ar Lo W is 2 fundamentaliy bener sobation that will
case the congestion problesn a1 the border much quicker on one Jand, and will avoid residents having to hear
the Bigher fares an the other.

WREEE CELEARGTE  AARLTRNERTENES - ARAEEARETH  3XL -8
EERDENACXZRETAR RGBT HET -
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it B P

The chokor of abignment moeds o pally with
the overall developmsent plans of the
Govermment

AHERTESHAH RN R

The East Rail Lok Ma Chau Spur Line ves poblished in the Gazente before the pubication of the "NE and NW
Mew Tervitories planning and developsent stody”. This in cffect forred the Governimens 1o adiast its developenest
plans 1o accommedate the radhvay aligement.

ERFENASTER TERELRER AL NARRER | HAELE - BERETH SEHSREY

1. Lok Ma Chau, Ma On Sham and the Tam
Hha Tas spar Imes ane "thier picces of the
sanye pazzie”™. The rejection of the ok Ma
Chas spes o will canse the plass s buih
the other mww lines pa be sbaried, "I we
cannot do it all, we'll hanee oo beave it™.
EEM - EHlREIM=REIR =N
& - FELFENER - RER L2
AFAEE - TIEAEREARE -

2. Shifting the Lok Ma Chas Spur Line o ihe
nonth would result in the densolition aof the
Shesmg Shel Shmghterhouse and the Sew-
age Treamsent Plas and would defay the
Spur Line complesion date by 4-3 prars
TIREEEE IR - ERME Rkl
Kifrifiss - TREESNERE

3. Withoun the Spur Line, 7 is possible that the
quoed sydom neods do be i fece 2t Lo Wi
everyday
EENIRETR TREERTEX
K

Threatning the public i order 1o achiove s target completion

date B not a positive way 10 tackk the problem.
NEEELECHRARENEE - BE

ST

i il

The number of daily border crossing
passenger at Lo W s mose 200,000, aed
up to 300,000 o public holidays
Congestion at Lo Wa is due 1o
overcrowding ratber than madequase taan
wivice

EUETALHEENTE 8N - BAT
HRE - RNTRE - METEREE

e WEENEOESRnEE-

KCREC considers that the Lok Aa Chau Spar Line & the "only™ solstion 10 solving the congestion problem.
In fact, the key o the problem & how 1o increase the facilities ar Lo Wi border crossing to increase
R —

The Shenzk horities lavs. oel ibsat e expanded Joint Immigration Building a1 Lo Wo will have
the capaity o handle over 400,000 crossings when completed. At Shenzhen is abready prepared for the
mcreased in passemger croasing, it is passible for the Hong Koag side o ahsorh the passenger low by
mmproving corvespending imsigration and cusioms farilities, platform asea and border crossing routes.
Short-terny solugion to sobving the congestios at Lo Wu basically hinges upon improving the elfciency of the
Eacilities. En fomger terms the West Radl Phirase Il proposdls shoeld be considered.
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Misleading messages Facts
B A L

Uisiug the shortess possibile viadier and a
routc avay from: the residents vall miminaee
the dispuptions

LR S0 AR - 1B RE LA 3
B Ry

KCREC has not yet fully considered the Fvelihood and transpont developimests in the arca and intentionally
poncealed the facts with a view to misleading (be bacal residents.
According 1o the KCRC EIA Report, the gazcited alignment in fo s choser 10 local residents. KCRG
also fails 1o inform the public of the river retraining sock presently’ being cammied out at Beas River, noe the
planned re-routing of the fuure West Bail Phrase 1T and Fauling Bypass 10 she sorth of dver chanmels.
Realigning the rathvay Spur Line o tifize 2 common transpon corridor i a mare ellicent use of land
resnarres aud would minimize the impact to the esviropment and people.
In addition, KCRC has not fully considered the tepant Brmers in Loag Valley, whose bvelihood woald be
jeopardize with the raiway rouse runming acress Loag Valley
k&ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁlﬁfﬂ&ﬁﬁﬂiﬁ%i%ﬁ HECHEPE RGTHER -
i A hﬁhﬁ#ﬁfﬂ“ﬁ*&ﬂ&l!ﬁﬂ!ﬁﬂﬁ
B o 30 BB IS KRR

Loog Valley viadhicr (2.4 ha) @ n realty has is an agea of 800 x 30 M snder the rabway bridge, 18 s the workd's
fivst annd unigue “ausage-shape rooled wetbind”, but 2chsfly namrad hahitar & fragnented. Furthermose, the
damage w0 the soencry camsed by the 150 high raihvay hridge cannot he compensated.

hEMEREE EFEGERFLT 88 - HEEELHENG =M@ AR RN
DRLE (SRED: AN HERE B LS TR HTRES - FEENES (SR -
AR SRR R TRERE R - MR A A e CREL .
DR 2 B SRR D0 R 0 RNRREER - S TERRS . LHTES (SRE
ZE®| WA FERSAR - LS D ARSI EREH ERTENBER A =N -

Environment B8

KCRC repeatedly claimed ghas the Spur
Line project proceeded in accordance with
dErections of "Senior Govemment”, which
demanded its completion by 2004
hBEMER LR ARE TR
W 2 aiEfThy - i ARMI00EE
Bl FEHE

The Transpart Burcau has in its reply to the Society said that the Spur Line project was proposed by
KCRC. There docs not exist an immpable deadBine for completing the Sper Line.
KCKE has through the Railway Ordinance evaded: the jusisdiction of the Town Plasning Ordinance. By

performing the ELA afier of the aligruncrt menit has been complecly disregardid the meanimg of ELA The
purposes of E1A ase (o masimize and dantages 1o the epvirmmend by re-routing, such as in the case

of plamning and sice selectinn nrt-gllwa\-:. or rahway routes je.g. the Fanling Bypass has been re-routed 10
the owier region of Long Yalbey).

ERESTeREEEE NN LRRRERE - ﬁ“iﬁi$ﬁﬁ¥ﬁi§$ﬁm'
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Long Valley is a green arca of high
ecological values it could alsn serve as
an educational resource and eco-
tpairism: site, providing apen space arownd
the Kwe Tung Noeth “Green Ciry.

¥RL-ERBNRDL M AEgREE
EihR 008 R HEEERTEHOAR
Bl S PG 3

According s paragraph £.3.30 of the KCRC EL\ Report © "The San Tin and Loty Valley areas are aho Tikehy
o be particabarly valuable because of their Erge unfragmented arca which bas the capacity 10 suppost relatively
large popetations of many of il Species of Consenvation Inportamee”. The Spar Line will nan througls the
heart of the area by cuttig it inte 2 halves, imrespective of the sze af land, 3 would undeulbtedly destroy its
insegrity and severely lower its coological vahses (RCRC ELA Repeat tables 2.3 & 2.4) asud canse imecoverable
damages,
Long Valley is a green arca of high ecological vabae; it coald also serve s an edacational resource and eco-
toarism site, providing open space around the Ko Tung Newth “Green Ciy,

CEELWE : [HEEDLEEERGTERRGHE LR ERER
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Eshance the ecological Emetions of a fh
poad to the west of the Lok Ma Chau
Statton with an arca of 78.3 ba, ie.
bnsering the water level of the fish pond
o that binds could fred there.

£ FHE B M A L - 205 1
EENTENE  MHEREALESR
K- -EEBECERER

9.5 ha of s poed would be B8ed for building the Lok Aa Chau Staton, Thad area is withiin the vonservation
area [befler zone] of the Ramsar Wetland of intermarional mmportnce, KCRC has not folfowed the "no-oss in
area and fmcionaliy” eneditives under the Ramsar Coovention.

KCRC claimed thas it would enhiance the ecological values of a neighboring 28.5 ha G posd.  Howrver,
thie fish pood ix abready @ wetland and the "enhancement® woald not increase the area of wetland. . The
comstroction vould in B result i a net bund loss of 9.5 ha

In addition, the net Joss of 9.5 ha of wetlard i principally ased by endangered and tbreatened speries sach
a5 Black-faced Spocnball, Imperial, and Spotied Eagle. Hong Kong has 2 great respomsability for preserving
these precious specics. It s regrettable that KCRC's proposed wethind eompensation measures did nou
inschade informativn on how the fish ponds can be “ealanced®, nor did it addres the imgact of the project
va globally threatened animals.
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There are a Iot af examgples 1o show that
man-made wethands are a suocess. Wlai
Po is a marshland created by fish and
shrimp farmers and managed by WWF,
The Westland Centre in Bamn Elmas,
Lomdon i a e wetand fed
hy haman habits. One of the Lagest man-
made bird sanciuaries is beirg created in
Lakrnheath, UK under the auspices of the
Rayal Society lor the Protection of Birds.
ERBRANEAGERNRTHT
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There cxists a plansed and le-tenm management measnge at Mai Po fsuch as maditional fisdh powds and gei
werl, including effective weiuind resounces management and arrangements.

Lakenheath s the UK s sifll usder construciion and has not yet been comsidered as a sucessshial anificial
wethmd, Fowever, as with the Barn Elns area, the conservation area bas a large and anfragmested anca
wilhowt being overman by roads, which & incomparable to the Loag Valbey, potentially having a railway
pencirating the area.

The KCRC EL\ Report does not comtain amy design and technical proposals for the compensared veland,
noa any clear target, vesources inputs, and long tcrm mend and limancial armangemems. Together
with cases of Begative impacts an the animals and jlants, and illegal tree falling during the West Rail
comstractions, these shores KCRE's poor track vecord in teries of esvdronmental protection. Can we entrast
KCRC with the task of shouldering long-serm respomsbility for eonironmental protection?

RMGSTHNEALE (RENERE - 48 SERE SPRETINDERERIEREY
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“The Sparr Line will affiet 1.7 b of wetland
in Long Valley. KCRC will "rompensate”
for bosses. 1o the wetland by providing 3.8 ha
of weethind, almost dowblng the anen of the
wetkand affected

BEEIE R LA RS - URE T
fl SBRIEER  EETSERLER
EymlS -

FORC's comporsation for wetknd is playing with the sumbers and is Slogical, = the 18 b of wetland comgrises
of 3 dilferent areas of binds, as follows ©

West of Long Valley {L8 hal : this i a piece of temporary wetkind which wosdd be overrn as comstruction vork
begins. Tt cannot serve as a "refinge™ 10 wildile,

Meander (14 ba) : this area s in fact pat of migigagion [or tbe loss of wethnd due to flood prevention sewage
ks condcted by the Terrisonial Development Department. ECRC only puts others” compersated bind under

its o acoouns.

the owners can abandon wetland
agricaliure and completely chamge the
ecology ol this artificial wetland
SEEAAE QM - 0oy
RRERE  RERATERNERER
HEEE -

I8 wew
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As lands in Long Valley is privately owned, Tht‘].‘mﬁlfhmilgﬂ!aﬂiiﬁiMtﬂﬁmmﬁﬂxﬁgﬁzﬁkﬁﬂﬂhﬂdhﬂg\%&pmﬂhmﬁﬁrﬁg

plams to prescribe the area as 2 Natee Park. The Government imtends 1o conseeee Long Valley in the king
o, I the spr Line will cause woecoverable damages, and the imp e for Grow "s consepvalion
will be lost. “The arca’s inportance relys on its coological values and should be propesdy preserved,
According o the "Railway Development Seeaegy Consudiation Report Phase I1°, @t is suggesied that Long
Valley should be chassified us “absobsie constraint™ area duoe o its high ecological imponance, and all fisure
raibweay rowstes should avoed Long Valley.

I contrast, KCRC's plan only compemsates Tor the alfected wetland, and does not provide a comprefensive
ronservation plan,
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(Coniome & FEF)

Misleading messages
AR

Facts
o i

More than 200 bird species have heen
recorded at Long Valley. However, most
of these are nsigrating hirds passing by the
aren. No only in small numbers, their
Irequency of visit to the arca i abo very
Jow. A Emportant paint 3 that the Spear
Line, which ouly eccupies 3% of the arca
of Long Valley, wosld not pose 2 threat o
these bards
PERESSREE0EAS - FAE
E0RLSHEHARS - FERTY
HRAESLES - REEHEGRE
TR R EFEHESE NGNS -

According to parsgraph 2.2.6 of the KCRC EIA Repont - "Long Valley & the largest remaining area of
wethind agriculture in Hong Kong, and is a partiodarly important area for wetland bird species and anc of
anly twa remaining heeeding sites for Greater Pamted-suipe in the SAR."

Tahle 4.4 shows that 213 bird species have been recorded at Long Valley, OF those, 20 commaonky scen
spocies are of very high ecological vabees. The EIA Report docs not mengion that these are migrating hirds,
hemee nequiring no conservation. Tt must be the case that nsccemmon species are rastly soen, oiberwise they
would net be dhassified 25 such. KCRC even proclaineed this week thar only 19 commondy seen impostant
hiirds, there i mo need 1o consider the other 200 species. These remarks are in total disrespecs of the Wikd
Animaks Protectson Ordinamce,

If KCRC's twisted argumests are to stand, which is hased on the face that majorivy of the birds seen in Mai
Pa are migratory, then it it the case ihat Mai Po does not need (o be comserved”
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14/10/2000 Press release
A (Orviginal: Chinese Fg3 : g53r)

International Importance [ B i 2k

Long Valley has pot be classified as an
"Weikznd of Interzational Imporance”
under the Ramsar Convention on
Wethnds. Carrently, only Mai Po/Decp
By & an area in Hoog Kosg which has
been declared such statn
PEELR (HESHERES) MY
TagazEn -FREERAGE
EANREl BZEEES] -

Long Valley has been recognized as an bupostant Bird Area (IBA) accordiag 10 intermational crivessas. In
addition, Long Valley & sitwbed ar the siver caschment of the Mai Po and Inncr Deep Bay Ramsar Sise, any
mumfxrdhyﬂrmnxham&ﬁmwmﬁnﬂimmhwm“tﬂwadﬁﬂhwﬁwﬂmnﬂ@
an numbers of birds i the wetland of imernational inmportance.

In view of the shove, the Ramsar Bureaw and istemational envionmental protection groepes such as Wedands
International and BindLife Imernational also express comcerms over the matter (see page 4.
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Other JE {75 Ei

It it modt frasible 1o realign the Lok Ma Chan
Spur Line. Shifting the Spur Line to the
et woubd resslt i the demolition of the
Sheung Shui Skaugheerhouse and the Sew-
age Treatment Plast and would delay the
project cosmpletion date by 3 pears
EENZETES - BiBASRED
EABE RSRERR AR IRES
AR

According 1o the RCRC ELA Bepon, the Beas River ronte will anly alfect two sutér boundary walls arcas
10 the west of the Sheung Shui Slasghterbouse and Sewage Treatment Mant. KCRC overstated and

misrepresented the facts and las repeacedly claimed that the particular rose would iovehve demolishing and
rehusilding the shaughterhouse and sewage plant. Usiveg KCRC's asgaments, suppase: that the building of the
Spar Line which anky mvodves the suter boundary areas of the two plamts would cause the whobe of the
plants (0 he dennlished, does it mean the entirery of the freshwater wetland weald necd o be destroyed
whvem huilding the Spur Liwe 2o i?

HEARRTRY UAARSNAFR AR S AERERNEES M HEEEEY - LB
KEE - 2EEBENS OB AFERNERER NS KETE - BRRE RS I BREETHRE
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10/2000 Letter to Drainage Service Department and Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department to request for clarification

regarding influence caused by alignments
AGEGREE A WIRER LR ERE R LR RSN

The EIA Report identificd the issues of
eovironmemtal comeerns relating 1o the
Sheung Shui 1o Lok Ma Chan Spur Line
and included a range of proposals to
mimimize the potential impacts.
MR LA RSN IR ER
NHENEMESAE - ¥RE--RH
ik RN RN -

The EIA Repont subwmitterd by KCRC is far from comprehensive and does pot meet the roquirements of the
ELA Technical Memorandum under the EIA Ovdinance.
]nlmu.nnm!exp:mhnrprmmdmnllmscmulmmdmhnﬂmu[ﬁcmdlkﬂ.& Report. The
vabar of the ELY Repors as a policy 1g toeol is gomp .

hERTREBETORS ﬁ#ﬁ-ﬁ%ﬁﬂ? i AR

| Techncal Memorandum}
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Dircctor of Drainage Services
Diradiage Services Deparimen
+/T Revenue Tower,

3 Glowcester Rioad,

Wan Chai, Hong Koag

Arenc: Mr. Jobm COLLIER
Deear Sir,

Sheung Shui Sewage Treatmem Works being alfecied
by KCRC's proposed spur line from Sheung Shui to Lok Ma Chau

As promulgated by KCRC recently, they have considered many alternamve alignments from

Sheung Whether KCRCs promubzation is tme or not thas the alternative algnments would reguire
the whole of the Sewage Treatment Works being removed?

41

141072000

Press release

He

HEBWS urge EPD 1o protect
the EIA Ordinance

East Rail EIA report has
serious environmental Naws,
HEBWS is sceking an
international resolution.
T
HirdLife representative, Mr,
Richard Grimmen visited Long
Valley in October and prepare to
assist HEBWS1o seek an
resolutiopin the BirdLile
Intetnational Asia Council
octing, in m’&t 1o conserve this
ecologically semsitive arca.
HEBWS will sent two
representative to attend the
“thieting; and to cxplain local EIA

ordinance and degails of the

. ra_mpaiyl‘

Semrre: of haebground:
SCNIP 154 000 2000
wREN

FETE 1502000

102000

Letter to Drainage Service
Department and Food and
Environmental Hygiene
Department io request for
clarification regarding
influence caused by
alignments
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Whether KCRC lias discussed with your department the aligrmaemt of tve spar line inchodiing 1(he
ahermative alignments considered? When did the discussion commence and what were the resialis?

¥ Whether the Sheung Shui Slanghier Hoase will be affecied by the altemative alignanents considened
by BLCRE? I yes, wha is the extent of anca affecied and whar modification works would be
ivalved?

3

Whettier KCRC's promubgation is tree or not that the aliemative 2lignments would require e
whole Sheuwg Sl Slanghier Houase being removed?

Did KCRC/your deparmment consider any measure fo avoid or minimize the impact to Sewage
Treatment Works by the alternative aligniems considered by KCRC? eg. other construction
methods or refinement of the abgmment.

3} Did your departmen turm down tie considered alternative alignments or other propesaks? I so, on
wehial jussificativn?

n

Your kind attention and prompt respanse is much appreciated and required in order to avoid any
misleading information being promalgated and alfecting the pubic's interest.

Yours Faithfully,

FONG Kin-vea

Conservation Conunintee

Hong Kong Bird Waiching Sociery

16/10/2000 The Director of EPD rejects the East Rail EIA report of Sheung
Shui to Lok Ma Chau Spur Line

RRFRRSAEETR » T ARG 15 WL IR

The Director of Emaronmental Protection has anmounced the rejection of the KCRC’s Spur Line EIA
repart and will not issue environmental permit. He stated five reasons for his rejection, which wall
damage Long Valbey, the fargest and intact piece of [reshwater wetland.

This is DEP's first rejection to an EIA report under the EIA Odinance since the implementation in
April 1998,

KCR has lodged its appeal three weeks afier DEP's decision.

BEERREEES FHEEE, LRNESSRREREhRikR AL EBNLE, RETR
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[Sowrce: Environenenal Proscciion Department]

Lok Ma Chau spur line EIA report rejected

“The Director of Environmental Protecion [DEP] 1oday (Ociober 16) decided not to approve the
Emvironmscntal lmpact Assessment {ELA) repont for the Sheuany $hud e Lok Ma Chau Spur Line and nea
o issue an Esvaronmental Permit for the Project.

A spok for the Emd I Protoction Deparimen (EPD) said: "In making bis decison, the DEP*
has carefidly coesidered the 723 sets af puhlic subsnissions. roccived daring the pablic inspeetion period of
the report and e comments of the Advisary Coumecil an the Envizonment (ACE].

*Hie b also taken into consideration the funther ol i hanisted by the Kowloom Canton Radheay
Corparation on Sepsensher 18 and the advice of the Direcior of Agriculture, Fisherses and Cosservation.
He abso has hadl vegard to his stantory responsibilities for protecimg the enviromment under the
Emni mial lmpart A Ordinance (EIAQL"

*After taking 21l these views and informatian it accoun, the DEF has concheded than the construction

16/10/2000

The Director of EPD rejects
the East Rail EIA report of
Sheung Shui to Lok Ma Chaun
Spur Line
REAFRAMLE TR
AR i Ry

Piease release from EPD 167 10,2000
BEFRREE 16102000

of the spar Tiae i kely 1o canse adverse emvitoamental impacts 1o Long Valley whicls & an arca of kigh
coological valae with @ high diversity of birds.® the spokesman noted.

Many of the propased measares to mitigate the environmemal impaces during the construction stage e
unlikely to be practical or effoctive. Serious [ragmemation, significamt disturbance and habitat desiruction
are Tikely 10 happen when construction works are being castiod oul.

The propesed semporary werksnd i unliiely w compemsate adeguately for halitan loss dirimg the construction
stage and the impact of the project on the eoviroament is Fikedy (o be greater than prediceed.

I addition, the cumubstiive eovironmental npacts of the project and other existing, committed and
planned projeces have not been property addnesed,

The DEP is of the view, in ligha of the comments received from thse puldic and the ACE, that it has uot
been proven that thrre are no eiber practical and reasonable abiermatives.

Owerall, the DEP is of the view that the emaroomental impacts to be cansed by the project are likely 1o
be prejudicial to the health or well being of the Nora, fauna os eoasysiems in the areas 1o be affecied by
e project.

‘The seasoas for rejecting the EIA repart are availalle for peblic vicwing ai the ELAD public segister an
the 27th floar of Southorn Cemtre, 130 Hennessy Road, Wan Chai.

They will be uploaded oo the ELAD website at baip:! Srowsinfo.gow b/ cped e tomorone (Occtaber 171,

EndMonday, October 16, 2000
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24-25/10/2000 Press release
oY

BirdLife International Passes Long Valley Resolution
Calls on HKSAR Government to protect Long Valley as Nature Reserve

The BirdLife International Asia Cowwcil Meeting 2000, held in Sr Lanka on 24-25 October,
has passed a resohnion calling on the Hong Kong Government to ensure: the future of Long
Valley by declanmg it a Nature Reserve.

The resolution follows the landmark decision by the Director of Environmental Protection
(DEP; refusing an emvironmental permit for the KCRC Lok Ma Chau Spur Line, The resolaion
congratulated DEP, and urged the Government 1o continue to protect Long Valley under the
spirit of e Ramsar Comvention and the Emvironmental Imgact Assessment Ordinance,

This resolution s the strongest expression of international support for the green groups” campaign
andl the SAR Goverminent's deciston to save Long Valley. As a vesult, Hong Keong's comanitiment
to protecting its natural heritage has become a model and an inspiration 1o conscrvationists and
concerned govermments throughout Asta ™

HEBWS is one af several local green groups and academics working together to formulate a
plan to ensure thar Long Valley is preserved. Our vision, which will be announced within the
next few weeks, will call on Govermment to swifily rezone the Long Valley as a Conservation
Area, and also to manage, declare it a natore veserve and provide the resources 19 manage it
accordingly. Ohur vision is 1o relain the unique wet agricoftural land wse, but 1o actively manage
the site for wildlife. This is similar 10 Mai Po, which is a word class nature reserve that
nonetheless retains commercial gei wai and fishpond practices.

Two delegates, Dr Ng Cho Nam and Judith Fruin-Ball, anended the Birdlife International Asia
Council meeting on behall of HKBWS.  In addition, delegates from Japan, India, Russia,
Malaysia; Taiwan, Nepal, Pakistan, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Vietnam, the Philippines and the
Birdlife International Scerctariat in the UK attended the Council meeting,

The Council showed tremendous enthusiasm [or the success of the Long Valley campaign to
date. The resolution was passed i dy. the presentation on the campaign provoked great
imerest fram the defegates, and particular mention was made of the campatgn and the govemment’s
decision in both the opening and closiing remarks 1o the meeting,

The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society i a representative member of the BirdLife Iternational
Parmership, which represems over 2 million members from over 100 conservation organisations
worldwide.
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Nov  Green Group open talks with Heung Yee Kuk, in order to improve mutual
understanding
SERRANRBER  TRER MR Bk :

Coemanity affzirs Long Valley at Long Valley become a great concern.  Green groups iried 1o approach villagers and Hewng Yee Kuk, in order 1o
understand the needs of each other. Followed 2 joined green group mecting on November 13 organized by Hemng Yee Kok, a mral environmenal
comamiitee was formed. The group works on strategic ptauning For rural development and conservation, i order to develop a working procedure to solve
probbems on land transfers and conservation. Resuls of the meeting will develop in 10 a report and put 10 pabllic consultation.
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Dec DEP’s declsion in October became one of the best worlds’ best environmental
t=H news and won international acclaim
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For details, please see page 83 3RS 83 §

Sowrre of information: TIME 181242000
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International concern and support
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31/5/2000 Letter from BirdLife International to the Chief Executive WESILETARERENS
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To Hon. Tung Chee-hwa,
the Chicl Executive
of the Hong Kong Special

{Frporiant Bird Arcal « gt &
EEAKELHEE 1 REE
BERTALEE RS

RREFYSERE LR EY -
Administrative Region, ELE 3 B R R R ]
China. BoIR K -

Honourable Chiel Executive,

This is to express our deep coneern about the railway project which may irremediably
alfect Long Valley's natural habitars.

Long Valley is the last example of the once extensive flood plains in
the northern New Tervitores and contains a diversity of micro-hahbitais
which allow it support a diversity of hirds.

Long Valley and the all "Deep Bay - Shenzhen River Catchment
Arca” has been identified by the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society
as one of the intermationally Important Bivd Arcas based on the | #w

international criteria of BirdLife International.

On behall of BirdLife International, a world wide federation of

over hundred organisations for the protection of birds and
sustainable use of natural resources, and on behalf of the over 2,
130,000 members of BirdLife International nervork we ask vou

1o reconsider your railway project.

BirdLife International is supporting the alternative route sugzested
by the Hong Kong Bird Watching Socicty as a way to address
both rransportation needs and preservation of birds and
biodiversity.

The conservation internationzl community is very concerncd about the
impact that the project will have on the area and its natural environment and we hope you

could address these concerns and develop an altermative plan,
Thank you for your attention and Best regards,

Dir Marco Lambertini
Diirector, Network & Programme

BirdLife International :;u= hsb;a‘;;m N
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10/7/2000 Letter from Wetland International - Asia Pacific to the Chief
Executive

HREBEAARE AR

The Hon Tung Chee-hwa

Chicf Exceutive

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
China

Dear Sir,

It is with great concern that Wetlands International -
Asia Pacific addresses you with regards 1o the proposed
plan to build a railway through Long Valley wetlands in
the New Ternitories, Hong Kong.

) ETLANDS
INTERNATIONAL

As you may well be aware, wetlands are the cradle of life.

The dvilisation and development of mankind the world over has been along coastal and
inland wetlands, The pressures of development have nnfortunately accelerated the conversion
and destruction of wetlands, especially during the last century in Asia. As a result, wetlands
arc being fragmented and lost 2t an unsustainable rate. The natural values and lunctions
that these important habitats play (through flood and storm control, natural treatment of
organic and inorganic pollutants, provision of clean water, as a nursery ground for fish and
other biodiversity and many more) are being adversely alected, to such a point that the
progress of mankind as we know it is at seious risk. Conservation and sustainable use of the
remaining wetlands  has thus become an urgent issue.

As a Contracting Party to the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar Convention), it is important
for the Hong Kong government to take a strong view to promote the conservation and
sustainable use of all wetlands in its entire territory. This should be done in addition to
conservation measures being implemented at its only Ramsar site, the Mai Po Marshes, an
area of international impertance for migratory and resident waterbinds and for environmental
education.

Hong Kong has proven to the world that along with development, it values the protection
of natural habitats for humans and conservation of biodiversity in many natural arcas. Such
a pragmatic approach will go a long way to ensure that its development will be viable in the
longer term.

Developrment of railway and other public transportation systems are imporiant and necessary
for progress. However, these transportation needs should be balanced with the conscrvation
of natural ecosystems. As the Long Valley arca is the last habitat of its kind in Hong Kong
and supports several locally and globally threatened species, it is important that the authoritics
identify alternatives to the proposed railway project. These altermatives should avoid any
development in the Long Valley wetland area.

Through a concerled environmental education and awareness programme aimed at educating
the public on the importance of the Long Valley wetlands and the need for its conservation,
the government will find greater support for alternative routes and plans.
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Wetlands International is an international non-government organisation and our mission is
to work with people around the world 10 sustain and restore wetlands, their resources and
biodiversity for future gencrations through research, information exchange and conservation
activities. We have been lortunate to be involved in the development of conservation plans
for the Mai Po Marshes and are very pleased with the positive steps that the Hong Kong
government is taking to ensure the conservation of the uner Dieep Bay.

On behall of Wetlands Iternational - Asia Pacific, 1 would like to appeal once again that
the government seriously consider the other proposed alternatives and mot proceed with the
construction of the vailway through Long Valley as currently proposed.

Best wishes

Dr. Taej Mundkur
Interim Executive Director

10/7/2000 Letter from Ramsar Bureau to State Forestry Administration,
Beijing regarding the threats of Long Valley wetland
BI85 B9 IRAT IR 2 A I B SRR A e 5 B B 300 2 ) W 2

Mr. Bao Daming

Department Division Chicl Wetlands Conservation
Department of Wildlife and Plant Conscrvation
Ramsar Convention Implementng Oflice

State Forestry Administration

18 Hepingli Dongjic

Beijing 100714, P.R.CHINA

10 July 2000
Re: Long Valley Wetland area Hong Kong

Dear Mr. Bao,

)
\

It has been drawn to the atiention of the Ramsar Bureau that the ecosystem of Long Valley
wetland, which is located at the Shenzhen River catchment opening, could be under threat
due to a planned railway project. As you know, this wetland area leads 1o the Mai Po Inner
Deep Bay Ramsar Site in Hong Kong, and, according 1o the information received, this
developmental activity may have a negative effect on the hydrological system of the Mai Po
Marshes and their adjacent area.

We would like to draw your attention to article 3.2 of the Convention. According 1o this
article "Each Contracting Party shall arrange to be informed at the earliest passible time if
the ceological character of any wetland in its territory and included in the List has changed,
is changing or is likely to change as the result of technological developments, pallution or
other human interference, Information on such changes shall be passed without delay to the

organization or government responsible for the continuing burean duties specificd in Aricle
8 [the Ramsar Bureau|”.
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As you are surcly aware, Long Valley hosts a variety of migratory birds as a key staging and
wintering point on their long-distance migrations. The arca contains a diversity of
microhabitats which allow it to support a diversity of birds. More than 200 bird species
have been recorded so far. The Long Valley has also been identified as an Important Bird
Arca (IBA} of Hong Kong. In addition to its biodiversity and hydrological values, that area
is ellectively the last place where wet agriculture is practised in Hong Kong. Thercfore it
also carries a particular heritage value, Due o its close proximity 1o the Mai Po Ramsar
site, a number of waterbirds from the Ramsar site enjoy the rich ecosystems of Long Valley.

Consequently, il the information received is correct, a concern arises [rom the planned
railway project and its possible impacts on the hydrology of the ecosystems and local
community, It is possible that it would not be easy to avoid serious adverse effects upon the
wetland and its surrounding ecosystem, il the raibway project is implemented.

I would highly appreciate the careful consideration by the Government of China of this
matter. | look forward to hear [rom you at your earliest convenience.

If the Ramsar Burcan could be of any assistance, please feel free to contact us.

Thank you very much for your attention.

Yours sincerely,

Delmar Blasco
Secretary General
Ce: M. Tung Che Hua, The Chiefl Executive of Hong Kong

11/7/2000: EIA expert Mr. Ross Hughes of BirdLife sent the technical review
comment on the Sheung Shui and Lok Ma Chau Spur Line to
the DEP and Chairman of ACE
IV B B IR B K Mrr. Ross Hughes i IR 5 & RAREHNEA R
kS Fo AR EF A o i E s

Diear Sir

Technical Review Comments on the EIA for the Sheung Shui to Lok Ma Chau
Spur Line

The attached document comprises a technical review undertaken of the EIA for the Sheung
Shui to Lok Ma Chaun Spur Line.

The review was prepared at the invitation of the Hong Kong Birdwatching Society (HKBWS)
as a contribution 1o the public consultation process for the EIA. HKBWS are pan of the
BirdLife International global partnership. BirdLife International is a global conservation
federation with a worldwide network of Partner organizations, representatives and committed
individuals.

The review fncuses on key components of the ELA document, notably those componemnts of
particalar significance for the ecology and biodiversity of the wetlands of Long Valley. In
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prepaning this review, T have drawn on aver |0 years of experience of EIA in Asia, Africa,
Europe and Latin America, working for the International Institute for Fnvironment and
Development, Wetlands Interational, as well as my cwrent work for BirdLife International.
During this period, I have undertaken ElAs, as well as preparcd reviews and technical
advice to a wide range of organisations as part of their EIA review processes. These
organisations include government agencies, development assistance agencies and non-
gnw:rm!'ll:nlﬂl organisations,

1 would fike to point-out that the EL\ system in Hong Kong is extremely improssive, and is
serving an extremely important role, particulary in terms of providing a vital opportunity
for public discussion and debate about development projects with potential impacts on
Hong Keng's increasingly pressured esvivonment. In the case of the Long Valley wetlands,
these envirommental values-are of importance at both the local, national and global level, a
point which is made in the main body of the EIA report. It is vital that thesc values are
respected in environmental planning in the SAR.

Based on this technical review, I consider thar this E1A document contains 2 number of
fundamental flaws which scrve to impair the value of the EIA document as a decision-
making tool. Therefore, 1 regret to recommend that the EIA should be rejected. The
strengths and weaknesses of the EIA document ave highlighted in the atached technical
review. Whilst a careful technical examination of the EIA drew attention to multivarious
technical weaknesses, [ have micd to group my comments broadly, and around 4 themes
critical to EIA review and decision-making. Firstly, the extent to which the EIA fails 1w
argue and articulate clearly the justification for the project, as required under Tiem 2.1 (i} of
the EIA Study Briel. Sccondly, and linked to the first, the Bilure to assess the full range ol
potential alternatives to this project design, as required undér Item 3.9.3 fix) of the EIA
Study Bricf. Thirdly, in my view, the Executive Sumimary and Conclusions of this dotament
- the only components of this ELA which are likely to be read by many decision-makers,
does not provide a fair reflection of e findings of the EIA study, as articulated in the main
text of the report. This would represent a breach of the technical memorandum of the E1A
Ordinance. It is my opinion thar this weakness risks misleading decision-makers on a
number of key points, in favour of a decision for the approval of the central ahgnment.
Finally, the proposed mitigation options presented by this EIA lack technical credibility.
This is a pivotal issue to the approval of this document,

T would like to thank the Advisory Council on the Environment (ACE) in advance for the
consideration of this technical review, and look forward to hearing of the outcome aof your
deliberations.

Yours sincerely

Ross Huoghes

BirdLile International
Viemam Programme Office
Hanoi, Vietnam

BirdL ife
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October: Letter from Chairman of BirdLife Asia Council to the Chief Executive
10 : BRGNS AT RT

The Honourable Mr Tung Chee Wah
Chiel Executive of the HESAR

5/F Central Government Offices
Main Wing, Lower Albert Road

Hong Kong
Deear Mr Tung
Long Valley - Sheung Shui to Lok Ma Chau Spur Line

Ad the ith Asia Council Meeting of the BirdLife International parmers in Asia, the partners
considered the proposed Spur Rail Line project and the value of Long Valley for Hong
Kong in terms of its biodiversity, for birds migrating through Asia and its potential as a

Nature Reserve to benelit future generations.

The Council learnt of the excellent decision by the Director of Emironmental Protection in
Hong Kong not to grant an Environmental Pexmit to the proponent of the railway project.

Afier a presentation and discussion the Council determined to pass a Resolution in support
of the decision by the Director of Eavirommental Protection and to support the creation of
a Nature Reserve to protect the area.

1 enclose a copy of the Resolution signed by me as Chairman of the Asia Council and by
the Vice-Chairs.

Representatives of cnvironmental and bird life organisations in Asia attended the Meeting
from Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Russia
and Japan. There was universal support for the decision for an Enviroumental Permit not
to be granted and lor the Resolution o be passed.

You will see that the Council urges your Government to ensure that the railway, if it is to
be built, is routed completely outside Long Valley and urges your Government to protect
the area by conferring on it the status of a Nawre Reserve,

The BirdLife Asian Partnership will be watching with keen interest the outcome for Long
Valley and hopes and trusts

that your Government will demonstrate its farsightedness and provide a model for the Asia
region in ensuring that this valuable arca of habitat in Asia is conserved.

Yours Faithfully
Noritaka Ichida

Chairman of BirdLife International Asian Partnership and
Director of the International Cenire of the Wild Bird Society of Japan

October:

Letter from Chairman of
BirdLife Asia Council to the
Chief Executive
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E-mails to the Chief Executive (selected)
HiTBRESTFHAF (H&)

"...Long Vallcy is mot only the largest example of the once extensive flood plains in the
narthern New Tervitories Hong Kong but also is one of the very important flood plaiis in
Guangdong and South Clina,

Long Valley is playing an imporiant part in keep the diversity of the birds in Hong Kong
and South China.

1 support all of your cfforts for keep Long Valley as the last example of the once extensive
flood plaits in the sorthern New Temitories, Hong Kong ar afl..."

— Professor Gao Yu-ren
South China Institute of Endangered Animals, Guangdong, China

*.[v is with great concern that Bird Conservation Society of Thailand/BirdLife Thaland
has eamt about proposed develapments in Long Valley, Hong Kong. Long Valley constituges
the fast significant expanse of where freshwater wetland agriculture is practised in Hong
Kong, and is such is a flagship site for wetland conservation in Hong Kong, in much the
same manner that Mai Po is for the coasial and intertidal zone...

«.Proposed developments in Long Valley, such as the new railway route, and associated
developments, will irrevocably damage tlis site

.- We also wish to suggesi that your administration considers some special managemeit
status for Long Valley which takes account of its scientific, educational and cultural importance

as part of the rich heritage of Hong Kong, and which maitains conservation of the site as
its main objeciive..." :

— Philip D. Round
Conservation and Projects Sub-Commitiee, Bird Couscrvation Society of Thailand

"..Hang Kong, principally because of Mai Po and Long Valley, is an Important ecotourist

destinaron.

A properly managed ecosystemn without any distarbance is lkely to retain its associated life
forms aud thus be potentially good for ecotourism, bringing in good revente and at the
same time, enhancing the good reputation of the natien as a conservationist in jtself

di would be thus of great imporeance and benefit that the government ensures the proposed
railway project does nor run through the Long Valley, thus saving all the valuable micro
habyitats within this system. It will be good if the government took a morve prominent role in
canservation and embarked on an active management plan of Long Valley. Education
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programmes on the importance of conservation could also be started al elementary, secondary,
and, tertiary levels.,,"

Chairman, Bird Conservation Council, Malaysian Nature Society, Malaysia

"...Since Long Valley is a prime mature site in Hong Kong, and onc of the few “green
Tings" lefi in the area I would kindly like to ask you to find an alternative rowte for the
raitway and firthermore ask you to promote active government management of the habitae
with conservation as the primary objective, with side benefits in rerms of heritage preservation,
education [or the younger generation and eco-tourism opportunities...”

—  Axel Braunlich
German Federation for Nawre Conservation, Germanny

"..Long Valley is the last remaining almost unspoiled rural lowland area in northwestern
New Terrtories, and as such has become a precious resource that Hong Keng would do

well to treasure.

Nov only does Long Valley provide a vision of how all rural Hong Kong once was, but even
more importantly it has become, by default, an impontane wildlife environment in its own
right. It should be preserved, both for the interesting birds and other creatures that still
survive here, and which are becoming extinet in Hong Kong through massive over-
development, and because of its value as an environmental and educational resource for
borh local people and overseas,.."

—  Mark Beaman
Managing Dircctor, Birdquess, UK

"...The area is excellent for many species of freshwater wetland birds - and &5 cleardy an
extremedy important area of wetland for maintaining Hong Kong’s regional biodiversity.

Censidering the attractiveness of the area to varous pipits and snipe species (which we
fatled to locate at other sites in Hong Kong) it would be a very significant foss to Hong
Kong - and its image as an emdronmental lcader - ifl the area weve to be further degraded

in any way..."

—  Nail Moores
Korean Tourist Board, Korean
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Words from the Heart (extracts)
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Mr. Chan Ming Ming, a teacher
of Hong Kong Tang King Po
College bas written his second
lewrer v the Chiel Executive {Tar
the first one, please refer 1o Bulletin
no. 174} He is concerned thay
children’s fature will be ruined by
the KCRC's development. Hang
Kong lacks of "green and open
classtoom®, various development
nowadays have rapidly destroyed
these classrooms.  Railway is an
enviroamental-friendly
transportation means, however, il
it is being built on a ccologically
rich habétat, it will, instead, desiroy
the enviroment, cultural heritage
and chibdren’s future.
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Ng Che Nam read his home
letter on a radio programme,.,
He remembered the time when
he received his medical treatment
on cancer: he worked and
strizgpded, for "emvironment and
life". This gave him great
encouragement to face his flness.
In the pasz, Long Valley was an
area which enable him 10 look
for "lilc™—here he has recorded
a good number of bird species
during the bird race.

Nowadays, this become a good
cducational arca for his children:
Lo take a look at the open ficld
area birds and bulfalos 1o
understand how hardwording the
farmers are. They have no
chance to meet all of these in
the busy and crowded wrban
area,

It is sad that the railway company
inststee] putting their raihway plan
forward and centain government
people are trying to avoid
mistakes..kis will further add
pressute to this piece of fagile
wetland...
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On June 27, Brian Kan, speaker
of the Shrung Shui Rural
Conunitter has sent the Chicf
Executive an open letter to
announce be s going to "torally
destroy™ the wetland amk alier the
habitat of Long Valley. He has
expressed his concem, not on lands

left by their ancestors, bul on
million of dollars of money, on a
radio programime.

This brengs oul 2 pegative impact
- our young peaple ot respect and
concern lives, Long Valley issae
is a good example for our Socicty
to learn now to appreciate the
nature and 1o respect vanous Bve
Foruns.

We urge the government to
cousider fhe tssise carclally and v
ensurc the tenant farmers can
continge Uheir farming activitics
amdl to rescrve the local culral

heritage,

Article 4 3 70
A Plea to Adopt An Alternate Routing for the KCRC Long Valley Proposal

Dear Honorable Mr. Tung:

I am deeply concerned about the future disturhance of Long Valley in the KORC Proposed
Route. [ earnestly implore you to adopt an alternate routing instead.

Enclosed is a copy of the Alternative Proposals Map for your wiewing,

Pleasc note that any environmentally acceptable solution can only be reached provided
there is sincerity and honest co-operation from all concerned.

Habitat fragmentation is a recognized scicntific fact that it discourages and sometimes
terminates the occorrence of wildlife. The propesed routing of KCRC divides Long Valley
into three partitions; this violates the Rule of Fragmentation.

Why should Hong Kong be prond 1o "extirpate’ the Painted Snipes? After all, they still nest
in Japan, Malaysia, and the Philippines, except Hong Kong in the future!  In other places
Recovery’ and Re-introduction’ Programs are being done for birds instead. These programs
are not abways successful. The birds are gone forever. They should not have been disturbed
in the beginning.

Some years ago | moved to Canada, A chance of being out in a more natural emironment
more ofien made me became interested in knowing what kinds of birds are Nying around
me, especially around my home. This interest enabled me 1o see and appreciate the living
canh, to enjoy the wonders that ave offered to man and realized that truly the Living Earth
and Life itself are really heautifiul and worth living! If all the other living things arc gone,
man would surely be very lonely and sad indeed!

As a result | often regret why | did net sce more about Hong Kong's nawre and birds when
I was growing up and living there, when natre was less disturbed and real in the last 30 -
40 years. But there was no emphasis on Hong Kong's nature and its appreciation in school
in those days. The word "environment” was unheard of; Generally life was taken up by
schooling, work, the materialistic world, bringing up the family and in recent years
‘technology’. There was nio tme, no chance at all,

In 1995 I came back and spend one year in Hong Kong in order to see more about its
avian environments. Since then 1 have been a frequent visitor, 1 realized that T have but
cannot leave behind the birds of Hong Kong!

From my own experience I therefore implore you niot to disturb the existing habitat of Long
Valley. Instead conserve it for the future children and people who like me did not have a
chance to sec and enjoy Long Valley when young but in later life found the wonders of
Namre. That person might even be you!
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As an active birdwatcher in Tevonto [ can also inform you of the special importance of
Hong Kong's birds to ovérseas hirdwatchers. Many of them have visited Hong Kong's
varipus avian habitats at one time or several times. It is no surprise for me to hear of them
speaking of Mai Po and Long Valley. These who have not come yet [ can tell by the
longing sparkle in their cyes.

Thus conserving Long Valley as a managed wetland will benefir the people of Hong Kong
by giving them a live cxample of a traditional lfe style and landscape, as a place to educate,
introduce and encourage the public 10 better know about natere and wildlife (it is more
acoessible than Mai Po without the need for Permits); or simply as an open valley to siroll
along and relax; and of course as a major attraction for the many bird tourists to come.

So with sadness and uncertainty I am leaving Hong Kong again to-morrow,  What will
Long Valley be when I come next time? Wil it be gone and remain only as an endearing
memory - like the Lam Tsuen valley, the Kam Tin ficlds, the grassland of Tin Shur Wai,
the marshes in Shuen Wan, and the old trees n the Tai Po Kau erchard? It is grief bevond
words and tears.

1 only trust thar with your Honor’s and the government’s wisdom, prodence and courage an
Alternative Routing be chosen te avoid this unforgivable destruction of Long Valley - a
mark of Hong Kong’s natural heritage!

Article 5 ¥ 3&EH

Mr. C. T. Kwok, Baptist Wing Lung College
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..As a local resident growing up in this avca | am sad to see the irrevocable damage which
has been done 10 our natural ecosystem, Because of our selfishness, our nxt generation will
not be able o enjoy this "fantastic home".

As a [riend of nature, I cannot bear to sec it seriously harmed, and with no-area of retreat.
1 sincerely hope decision-makers will grant the wildlife of this area a chance to live.

As a bird watcher I will lose a birding site and an area for leisure,

As an environmental teacher, 1 will lose an outdoor classroom where I can teach my
studenis about hiodiversity and the environment.

As a father I will lose an area where 1 can have family gathering...
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Article 6 XA

Mr. P. T. Chan. Q.ES.0.8.A. Sec. School
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-.Hong Kong is already an important green classroom.  Although government has stressed
the imperiance of sustainable development, it lacks the vision of its continued development.
Economic development is been put forward instead. This atmosphere discourages student
and the education community, no maiter how much effort we have paid, and how much
revolution on education has been made...
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A schoalveacher on envitonmental
education has sem a leteer 1o the
Chicl Execative. He enjoyed e
time when he carried out sutdoor
school activities, and he found that
students become more happy and
more energetic, At the beginning
of this year, he took his students
to visit Long Valley, 1 good place
for him to teach them farm work
and o watch various life forms.
He found this is an area full of
harmony, and his students asked
many questions, The government
railway project with habitat
compensation.  He suspected the
successful of such compensation,
aund questioned whether it is really
aptimistc that a destroyed habiat
cam be recover successfully. I is
sad that the government s now
demonstrating how 1o ruin
children’s futare on appreciates
their eovironment.
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M teacher from a specal school has
writtern 1o the Chiel Exocutive 1o
express his concern. Revenaly, Mr.
Tung has announced his
emdronmeental policy, but & is yet
to be scen whether il can save
ecological important habitats from
railway destruction.  Long Valkey
issae has triggered his concern on
enviromeent more. Now he tried
to note environmental changes
He hopes the Chiel Exccutive can
mtesfere in the Long Valley railway
project, in order to let more
educational resources such as Long
Valley can be reiained and
reserved, for the general public,
visicors and studens.

"..Obviousty il Lowg Valley was
Tost the birds would suffer and so
would the biodiversity of Hong
Kong. Il the Government is
promoting sustainable
development, biodiversity is one of
the "8 Guiding Principles”...
Allowing the railway o pierce the
beart of Long Valley is indeed sad
and regretable. . This will lead
to increased environmenia
disturhance, which will aflfece the
habitat of the wildlife,"
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Although Long Valley is no a
natural system, but the active
managed farming system, jts
vanious microhabitats, make it a
precions area of high ecological
value. However, it is found that
the KCR's EIA repont disregard
the spirit of EIA Ordinance of
avoading destruction of vahuable
habitar. Compensation is
necessary in case there is no other
ways to avoid the impact. It s
found that KCR's report hasn'y
explained any reason of noi
choosing aveidance, but
cxaggerates their compensation
proposal. It is highly suspected
that the possibility of
"recoverable” mitigation and
compersation. It is a question
how wildlife can "move home”,
Even Mai Po, with active
management, for example,
removed vegeration for birds,
creating freshwater wetkand, is
not vel been sucoessful. How can
the raibway company guarantees
their miligation propesal will
successfil?

Long Valley is the largest
remaining freshwater farmland
which is a satural beritage and
deserves our conscern. . However,
the progrosal raibway will destroy
the wetland habitar, redicing the
future chance for the public to
appreciate nature. KCR. claimed
there 1 only one poasshie raibway,
and insist their wetland
mitigation can compensate the
lost of habitat and ecological
balance, Without long-term
management strategy and
investment of resources, the
sincerity of the mihvay compauy
is highly suspected, I urge the
government to leave ws, our
children and wildlife a chance,
not because we are the land lord,
but we are in this living system,



Article 12 3 #|-—
Long Valley is one of the best kept secrets of Hong Kong
May I ask whether you have ever been to Long Valley?

If now, it is not surprising, It was end of the 1996 when we first visited Long Walley after
living in Hong Kong for nearly 30 years. We were immediately enchanted by this place.
The tranquility and the scenery are lascinating and yet liveliness is amid this picce of
farmland. There is no other place in Hong Kong that appeals to us more because there is
a good balance between human and nature.

Construction of Spur Line has irveversible impact

Alier reading the environmental impact asscssment of the spur line, we are extremely
furious that there is not any single him that KCRC would make any amendment to its
project despite there is strong cvidence of irreversible impact to the habitat and scenery to
Long Valley. It is factual that Long Valley has high ccological value in Hong Kong. Its
ecological value may be even higher when consideration is taken for the whole southermmost
China because of the area’s rapid urbanization. Yet Mai Po or other sali-water marshes
cannot replace it since they are different habitar. The construction of the spur line destructs
the whole area by splitting into 2 areas. Future construction of highways will soon follow
the spur line and completely destroyed this arca. We would support the conservation of
whole Long Valley intact.

Railway is for environment protection, not destruction

We strongly support the construction of more railwary system because it is more environmental
friendly. However with the presence of alternate and [easible plan, we cannot understand
the reason why KORC has to insist on its original plan which is the most environmentally
damaging. Our environment is priceless. Once destroyed, there is no guranttee that any
compensation plan is useful at all. To fullill the idea of environment conservation, we hope
that the aurthority would consider aliernate route like the Beas River route.

The value of conserving Long Valley is more than one may think
‘There arc some voices from the public saying that despite they live in New Territorics for
all their lives, they have not seen any birds in Long Valley...

We share with many people in Hong Kong the activity of bird-watching and namre
photography. As mentioned it is owr most favourite place to go in pastime. Furthermore,
this habit is shared with tens of thousands of people living overscas and some of them come
to Hong Kong specifically for bird-watching. It may be difficult 1o estimate the number of
individual visits but group eco-tour to Hong Kong is advertised frequemtly in overscas
magazine. Long Valley is one of the three must-go spots (the other being Mai Po and Tai
Po Kau, both of them have been conserved).

If you were an overseas birdwatcher, would you still come o Hong Kong and "bird" under
a raifway?...

PEREENIREHNNL
HofElE ARBAELER
HEREN T - EERLS
e BHE—E_BNLE
BERCEEER - B8
SAEETNARTER XS
SEACRT R E R
Bk - KRB RN TE
IH - AmEEEH 20
iR HEERED
TR WEETREENRER
EEEAN - BEFARRE
SHE - REANEE  FR
HRsditeRnne -
ERTEETREE - el
EHENERGSIGERETE
B2

Article 13 F#=

...... HE—FRIRENFHAT | REBRES R E - BERENAHT LANE
—EUhRs - KA LLRB SR RNAEH > RENAFESENEN HRFES TN
B BR-BARBHEN

BRI - WETH - A XRERO TG0  REFORESERHEE .
%EEE%%&QEmT%EEﬁ%%ﬂ=ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ$%-$ﬂﬁﬁ¥ﬁ%£
MEEES  ERFTRERBISE—SEENESE HAGREBOE - 2—HE
AEAMRIERRLN | TSN ZHES  SEPEERRET EENR
fHaaET !

BAEORUREEZE  FRELRARATNLORE  BECSTRREET 1 &
REZAWE - EMUIEHTARIRRAL - EH R 2 SRR WA+ e e
2 AHHATEARR —RBSTE - EERRB SRR e
BEEFLERN - BRCAHOFESETRERN R & - TRARPFETRS
Tt RREMEROEL - ARBEHATEFRSEEE 1

EREBRICERNENFABUA E8 - RINSHWE - BTLBSTL 28RS
BRE—ERASAIRENTERS ...

Article 14 W

------ IMRBF T BANE  BEREESSHRATE - RENERRE 2%
BOTS & - SIFMHETHAE  RARMEFE - —F - REBES . KFETR
BN - RAFEHZ D REF L OERNASERE - SRMERF SRNT . B
R RERMK - ERETRROLH - SEERLEASHHRBRES - B
THCFHA R ABE - BATHFR BB R EERE R R

I 65 RN

The writer send a letter 1o the
Chiel Executive telling him when
hee took his davghter 1o Tai Po,
which is a place of green
mangrove; with active Gddler crabs
and mudskippers, but all of these
arc iznages i the past. Now, they
wenit to the same place, be s wied
Izrd to describe the past beawifis]
senery, but her daugher seems not
o understand, becawse it has been
veplaced by high-rise bulding and
man-made garden. The past
scenery was disappeared. KGR
insisted on building a railway
across Long Valley, claiming that
they have compensation fir the loss
of wetland for their only possible
route. I wetband can be re-buils,
please rehuild 2 piece of wetkind
at Tai Po for ber daughter. Please
don’t let the present scenery
beconse past inages.

There are widely news reported
that the landlord of Long Valley
i that they are going 1o destroy
the wetland by draining away the
i an appropriate action which is
the same as Lo satch the tenant
Barmeers” Bve for ones own benefit.



Letter to the Editor (Selected and extracted)
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KCR daimed their Spur Line
alignment is the only possible
way, This disregards the public’s
opinion. An environmental
friendly railway has became
means of destruction on the
T

Long Valley is an area
comprising various micro-
habitaes, for a large number of
birds, butterfly, dragonfly and
amphibians species

ElA Ordinance aims at avoiding
and reducing environmental
destruction. It is a waol for
cheosing aggropriate alignmen
hefore any developmental plan.

However, the railway company
has reversed the process - assess
the environment aficr choasing
their preferred alignment. This
totally disregand the spirit of EIA
Ordinance.

KCR aleo announce the spur e
development follows the order of
senior government official and
have to be finished by 2004,
KCR took the "Fast-track”
approach, withous the
participation of government
departments which deals with
planning, lands, ¢nvironment,
and conservation. For exanaple,
the railway has already been
gazetled before the Planning
Departments” NE and NWNT
development plan,

KCR emphasizes on
"compensation afier destruction”
and they "exaggeraie
compensation” It is
still questionable
whether the 2.4 ha
man-made wetland
below the viaduct can
really anract wildlife or

Dear Sir
1 am writing in respanse 1o a letter om KCRC printed on Saturday 1st July, 2000,

KCRC accuses green groups of being hiased towards the environment and not considering

social and economic issues. T would first like 1o clarify that none of Hong Kong's green
groups are opposed to railways. However we are all strengly oppesed o the proposed
alignment for the Sheng Shui Lok Ma Chau Spur Line, and in fact our opposition extends

to include social and economic factors.

KCRC has repeatedly stated that the proposed alignment, which cuts right across Long
Valley is the only possible solution to the problem of alleviating cross-border congestion at
Lo .\\'a. and that as a result, there is no alternative 1o building across Long Valley. In the
envirosimental impact assessment (EIA) report for the project, KCRC acknowledges the
conservation, cultural and landscape value of Long Valley and that there will be lasting

impact on the birds and the landscape. Yet they sl insist that the Spaur line must be built
through Long Valley,

There are other reasons that green groups are not satisfied with the plans for Long Valley.
These include the poor ti*airrltl record of KCRO in constructing West Rail - there are
docunented records of their destruction ol irees, and damage caused to populations of rare
fish, cgrets and most importantly to Painted Snipe a key specics of concern at Long Valley.

I addition, their proposed mitigation - a 800m long and bess than 40 metres wide sausage-
shaped wetland with a roof- and an area of Jand already in wse by Territory Development
Department for mitigation of the river retraining scheme, is not sulficient o allay the
damage caused. The principal reason for this is that the EIA includes no management plan
for thi rescrve, no managing authority, and no funding aflocated for management of this
wetland. Furthermore, the very fact that an area as sensitive as LY should be subjected 1o
the-experiment of a wetland under a viaduct for the sake of a project which might not even
be necessary sugpests a company that is emvironmentally concermed only when it is convenient.

When large and powerful organisations fail to fulfll their responsibilities in protecting the
enviromment, then green groups must speak up. There are many voices in Hong Kong 1o
speak up for the economy, but far fewer to do so for the environment. However since
KCRC would like some comunent on social and economic implications of the Spur Line
below are some initial comments on these aspects ol the project.

We believe that the justification for the spur line is weak. We believe that in the short to
medium term alternatives to ease the cross-border congestion problem exise, but they are a
matter for Customs and Immigration. Once this Jjustification disappears, there is linle reason

why KCRC should nor consider opening a spur line to the border from West Rail, rather
than East Rail.

In considering the social issues, an examination of KCREs "concern” for the villagers of
Ho Shcung Heung is somewhat limited. Has KCRC considered the wishes of the tenant
farmers who actually use the lind? They do not want to give up their farms - they depend
on Loug Valley for their livelihoods. What concern has KCRC shown for them?
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Further social issues which KCRC may consider include the following. By destroying thc
upen aspect of Long Valley with a 13m high viaduct, the value of Long i\f'alley as a
recreational space for the Kwu Tung North new town and for Shueng Shui is severely
compromised. What is the value of a green open arca that is neither open nor green?

In addition, the role played by the legislation in infrastructure planning and development
raises major issues of social and political concern for the people of Hong Kong. Currently,
approval of a project under the Railways Ordinance means that it does not need Tc.m'n
Planning Board approval and it can be processed while an ELA is still underway. We believe
this issue should be addressed now since the plans put forward in Railway Development
Strategy 2000 will affect many thousands of people.

Mike Kilburn

Chatrman

Conservation Committee

Hong Kong Bird Watching Socicty
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Dear Sir " ] !‘:_t dl
I was concerned to read on E:Augus[ that the Chairman of the Kowloan Canton R.m]way
Corporation Yeung Kai Yin, was ance again restating the now rather tired ATEUMEnis
regarding the routing and justificarion for the Lok Ma Chau Spur Line.

As reported by Kevin Sinclair some time ago, cross-border congestion, the justification
given by KCRL, is not a railway issue, it is a border issue. The Shenzhen authorities have
anngunced that, with the construction of its new underground raitway system, the Shenzhen
customs house at Lo Wu will be

redeveloped to increase its capacity 1o handle up w 400,000 people per day. There has
been no statement that Hong Kong will upgrade its own facilities to match this capacity.
Would the Director of Tnmigration please conument on this point?

This is of particular interest because the KCRC justfication for fast-tracking the Spur line
was that the Lok Ma Chau border crossing had to be in place by 2004, in time to link with

the Shenzhen underground. Wiy, when the same developer, government departments,
and cross-border partners

are involved, should this logic not apply at Lo Wu akso?

Furthermore, 1 would be interested to know why the Hong Kong Ramsar Convention
implementation authority, the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department, has
made no comment on plans which will clearly affect Hong Kongls commitment to ?wise
use of wetlands !, both-at Lok Ma Chan

and at Long Valley, especially where expert international and local opinion has cast serious
doubts on the effectiveness of KCRC1s proposed, hut unproven, mitigation.

Mt Lok Ma Chau, which is covered under the Ramsar Convention, the plans for resumption
of fishponds preposed by KCRC Fails 1o comply with the terms of the Convention, which
states that there should I ?no ner loss of area and fanction] of wetland. In addition to the
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which Hong Kong carries huge responsibility (23% of the global population spends the
winter in Deep Bay, The measures proposed by KCRC do not take the vequirements of the
spoonbills inte account. | wonld welcome comment [rom either the Director of AFCD or
the Secretary for Envirenment & Food, on an issue which directly affects Hong Kongls
reputation as a responsible citizen of the global conservation community,

To date it is only KCRC who has taken upon fisell to comment on these points; which |
consider extraordinary. It was my understanding thar their job is to manage ]'dihi'ﬁ_t‘s-, not
manage our borders, our eavironmental decision-making or our commitments H:*r international
conservation treaties. 1 think we all know the view of KCRC on these points, lets hear
instead what the mandated authorities have w say.

Yours sincerely
Mike Kilburn
Conservation Officer
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Deear Sir,

Your editorial (Diragged through the mud, 215t September) highlights exactly the problems
that EPD and, therefore, the Hong Kong community faces in oppesing cnvironmentally
damaging but "economically necessary” projects. EPD is under-resourced and comes very
much at the bottom of the pecking order when trying to do its job in the face of determined
pressure and Iobbying from "economic” departments such as Transport Bureau. We have

become well aware of this in our campaign against the KCRC's propased spur line across
Long Valley.

Project propenents such as KCRC/Highways Department have unlimited lobbrying resources
and wave the flag of "economic necessity” to such an extent thar the true environmenial
case rarely gets a full airing. Whikst on the subject of airing views we would like to comment
that, with the nowable exception of SCMP letters page, the issue of Long Valley has been

almost totally ignored by the English language press in total contrast 1o the massive COVErage
in the Chincse language press.

EPD) & currently considering whether an Environmental Permit should be issued for the
proposcd Long Valley spur line. The EIA Report auracted an unprecedented 220 objections
[Disney had 5), which makes the oppesition to this project apparent. All of these have been
referred back by EDPD to KCRC for answers and we understand thar KCRC has now
replied to EPD. Kim Salkeld's letter of 22 August to this page says that EPD must be lefi to
make its own decision. KORC and Highways Department, however, have carried on a
high-profile lobbying campaign with the same refiain which is, hasically, "economic necessiry”,
They have ignored totally the detailed international expent criticism of the project. This
demonstraies the contempt that such departments have for EPD and the whole process of
envirommental review,

Aletter on this page on 8 September (KCRO lacks vision) does a very ellective job of
demolishing the economic and raitway engineering arguments put forward for this paoject
and, indeed, raises points which have never had full public discussion. Why have these
points never been fully aired? The answer is abwvious: Highways Department produces only
informeation that supports its case and ignores anything that might contradict it. Criticism is
usually countered with the view that "we are the experts so you'll just have 1o accept it™ and
bodies such as ourselves do not have the funds to hire overseas experts to refute the case
made by Highways/KCRC.

Uniil EPDYs role as protector of the environment is accepted by other governmient depariments
and until all spending departments arc obliged to take account of environmental and social
costs, rather than just direct cconemic costs, in their project appraisals the situation is
unlikely to change. If Hong Kong really wants to be a world-class city it needs 1o adopt
world-class attitudes to the emvironment,

Finally, Rob Law in his reply of 23 September to your editorial says that since green groups
did not object to the Disney EIA this shows that it was not Nawed. We hope that he will
follow this reasoning and note the united opposition of all green groups involved plus
international organisations such as Birdiife Tnternational and Wetlands International to the
Long Valley EIA which is, indeed, decply Nawed. The logic of this approach is that this EIA
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should be rejected by EPD a move which would have the full support of all green groups
involved and, judging from the number of objections received, a substantial proporticn of
the Hong Kong public.

Yours faithfully,

L Johnstone
Conservation Committee
Hong Kong Birdwatching Sociery

| am writing in response to the letter from Asia Ecological Consultants (16 October, 2000
and articles appearing in your newspaper on 10 October "Endangered Birds Left off Rail
Developer's list" and 17 October "The species that put the proposal to Mlight” regarding
some of the bird specics mentioned in the debate surrounding the Lok Ma Chau Spur Line.

The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society is the internationally recognized authonty on bird
observation data in Hong Kong. Its archive of bird records has been buils through more
than forty years of persistent and rigorous ficld observations and it is the standard source of
reference for international and local research. T would like to clarify the status of several
birds that have appeared in the above mentioned articles and leter.

However, | would first like to state the difference between Lok Ma Chaw and Long Valley.
Lok Ma Chau is an area primarily of brackish fishponds bordering the Shenzhen river. Ir
falls within the Wetland Conservation Arca, which acis as a bufler zone o the Deep Bay

Ramsar site.

Long Valley is a freshwater floodplain supporting various forms of wet agriculture and
containing other microhabisats incleding ditches, small marshy areas and freshwater fishponds.
Today it has no conservation status, although HEBWS and WWE [HK] are in the process
of applying for Long Valley to be rezoned as Conservation Area.

Seven globally threatened species and Painted Snipe, which breeds at just two locations in
Hong Kong, were stated to have occurred at Long Valley and Lok Ma Chau. This is
correct, However 1 believe that confusion has arisen regarding where the hirds occur, and
the impartance of the respective habitats for those species.

It is correct that a single Asiatic Dowitcher has been recorded a1 Long Valley, while a few
hundred pass through Mai Po each year. Long Valley is not a significant site for the
conservation of this species. OF the others that have been recorded at Long Valley, it is
correet that Schrenck’s Bittern (1 saw one there on last Saturday) and Japanese Yellow
Bunting are the species for which Long Valley has a clear conservation valuc.

Black-faced Spoonhill has never occurred a1 Long Valley and Long Valley is not a significant
habitat for the its conservation. Black-faced Spoonbill is recorded [rom Lok Ma Chau.
However, the number of birds seen within the boundaries of the Spur Line study area is sall
the subject of some debate.
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What is true is that the whole arca, both inside the stdy arca and owside it, constitutes
suitable habitat for Black-faced Spoonbill. The same is true for Spotted Eagle, Imperial
Eagle and the rarvely recorded Black Vulture, all of which take advamage of Deep Bay area
for hunting and loaling during the day. The latter two species are known to roost at niglt
on the hills between Long Valley and Lok Ma Chau,

Mike Kilbum

Chairman

Conservation Committee

Hong Kong Bird Watching Socicty
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KCR haven’t considered the
st Imporeant eoonomic factor,
It insist the spur line can increase
the carrying capacity, however,
it is the Eact that all the passenger
are from Hung Hom to Sheung
Shui, there is actually no increase
i carrying capacity. By the way,
spending billions of dollars for
the railway whicls has only got
one station, this is, of course
increase the cost of raihvay. The
writer worried the econamic
burden will finally return 1o
citizens, Shenzhen has
announced the expansion of Lo
Wu border crossing station for
the increase in capacity, it is lime
for the Hong Kong side to
consider carefully 1o match
changes at the Shenzhen side.



Press reports (selected extracts)
FER A (Figs)

Thie Soctery has orgamized "Save Long Valley Ciunpaign™ stnce 1999, theve were move than a huodred
and fifiy news report of the event. Tn Oetober, the Director of Envirommental Protection reject the
Spur Line ETA report, it was then become the first headlined local cinvirommental news. TNEP's
decision was also being elected by international press 2s one of the world's five best 2000 environmenal
news. This dearly shows natwre conservarion and emvirommental protectinn i an importam weod of
sustainable development and public educstion. Followed are some extracted news for your refercnce.
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16/6/2000 South China Morning Post

A
Official "hostile" to ornithologist
THHBNEREN TS

A Seottish omithologist has accused wansport officals of being hostile and intimidating in

questioning the validity of his ohjections to a plan to build a railway line across the

environmentally sensitive Long Valley .

Mr. Scou , a member of the Scottish Ornithologists” Club and the Royal Socicty for the
Protection of Birds in Britain , said he discovered the valley was in danger after visiting
Hong Kong between December 10 and January 10 . He sent a letter of objections to
Transport Burcau and the Highway Department just before he left the SAR |
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9/6/2000 The Sun reports The
Chief Executive Office being
Mooded by e-mails from
emironmentally concemed citipen.
More than a bundred local and
international e-mails expressing
their fecling and objections towands
the proposed rathvay corstrsction
at Long Valley were sent to the
head of Chiel Execartive. As a
metropolis, the mavement of the
Government i heing monitored
around the World. If the
Government peglects this maiter,
it would destroy Hong Kong's
international image of a green city.
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The burcau wrote to Mr Scott asking for written consent 1o obtain his inmigration records
. "Itis quite a hostile response and the wone is a bit intimidating "he said "Why would 1
lie abour my holiday dates ?™ He said he considered the bureau’s action 1o be a cynical
attempt to stop alternative views being discussed |

Mr Scott , who will bring a group of 18 people from Scotland 1o Hong Kong in April next
vear [or a bird-watching wip , said he believed tlm;‘ ody had a right to comment on

the Long Valley’s furure , as the environment m;-,no{ ‘graﬂe}}r local issue .
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Bf772000 Ming Pao

i
Lok Ma Chau Spurline invade Mai Po =
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/672000 Apple Daily repores
green groups jointly object to the
KCR's spur line alignment, box
KCR threaten the other two
railway will he given up ar
suspended once the projecied is
alfected.

87772000 Ming Pao reports that
Railway intrudes the conscration
area of the Mai Po and laner Deep
Bay Ramsar Site,
Exvironmemalisi believed this
would cause trowble te Mai Po.
According to Dr. Ng Cho Nam |
KCRC's compensation method
will mot restore the original
appearance and area of lost
wetland. Mike Kibum suspecied
KCRC's compensation and
eenvironmicndal resporsibility. 1 is
cvidenced by bots scutred rubbish,
dumping and clectric bateries at
the West Rail construction site a1
Kam Tin.



247772000 (xR
Hong Kong Economic Journal

R o SHRRRIT TR
Shark Protection, Fat Choei collection and Hong Kong’s environment
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KCR’s report neglect the truth of world threatened Black-faced
Spoonbill
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M4/7,2000 Hong Koag Econamic
Journal reports the mnportance of
shark, far choi collection and local
envimnmental comsenvation. Thas
is based on ignorance of Chinese
farmers, they do not concern
ceological balance, It is scaring
that, the KCR and some of the
govermneni departments alsn
showed their ignorance on
CORSCrvation isae...

27772000 Apple Daily reports
that KCR’s iBegal tree falfing has
miined a mumber of fung shui forest
at fowur areas at Kam Tin, Yuen
Lowag and Tuen Mun, in order 10
spood wup their construction, it has
been charged for over 2 million as
punishment,

21872000 Hong Kong Fronomic
Times reports the KCR's ELA has
not yel fully assessed impacts to
the emironment. They have only
carricd out two month's survey,
most of sources of remaining
information are from literatures,
but there were still missing
information.  From WWF's Black-
faced report published last
September, there were records of
38 Black-faced Spoonbill at Sam
Po Sk ar Lok Ma Clan on March
19, 2000, This is about 5% of the
world popudation. However, KCR
hasn’t mentioned this observation.
Obviowsly, the Black-faced
prajecied is fonded amd reviewed
by the AFCD, however, this
department remained silenct and
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EIA should be independent
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claimed the railway project will not
affect the threatened binds there

/1042000 Singtan Daily reported
that Mr. Richard Grimmett of the
BirdLife Insernativnal visited Long
Valley. He can casily record a
number of species within ten
mivuees. Long Valley has a record
of over 200 bird species, this is a
valuable area comparce to UK
which has only got 400 species,
M. Grimmett consmented that the
KCR's EIA report has a number
of Maws. For example, the
successinl of KCR's wetland
mitigation is in doubt as more than
three-fourth of the word's wetland
mitigation were filed. In order
10 help save Long Valley wetland
and 10 add more international
voice o the Hong Komng
government, BirdLile Internaional
is going 1o provide suppon and 1o
have a resolution in the Asian

Council Meeting.

31072000 Oriental Daily reposts
the Advisory Council on the
Eawironment not comment on the
Sheung Shid and Lok Ma Chau
EIA report veflected a problem:
decisdon 1o be made by ACE relied
on flawed EIA repon. Conflicr of
interest exists when project
propoaent submil E1A reports
which bias their own views and
decisions, especially on large
projects which will alfect Hong
Kong's social interest. It is
suggested the government to hire
independem consultanis for the
ELA, and these consultaits should

bear legal responsibility.
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Long Valley is afﬁaicuil‘ffor threatened species
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Environmental protection becone important factor for
consideration J
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17/10/2000 Hong Kong Economic Times
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The value of wetland become higher nowadays
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/102000 Ming Pao ecports
there is bess than one weeks Ieft
fur DEP 1o make decision on the
Spur Line EIA report. HEBWS
s quote BirdLife International’s
information on japancse Yellow
Bunting, which is a globally
ilreatened specics. Long Valley is
has highest records of this species.
However, RCR claimed they have
decided 1o buy more lands o
*mallify” birdwatchers. This was
ot incheded in the E1A repart,

The San 17102000 reports
KCRC las threaten the public that
they arc going to have "ticket-
counter sysiem” and "t give up the
ather ribway development at Ma On
Sha and Tsm Sha Tsui® il the
Sheung Shui and Lok Ma Chau
Spur Line project Eailed. However,
dheir EIA seport has been rejocted
by the DEP. This i the fist ceport
Deing rejected by EFT) afier the
implementation of the EIA
Oirdiranoe. This refbecied that there
is a need to put more effort on
environmental assessment. I s
totally annecessary 1o waste 10RCY
and time 1o have any court appeal,
This will cause the project seriously
ety and waste moee mosicy 0 Gse
there is inflaBor.

Heng Kong Economic Times 1/
10/ 2000 reports that it is fhme o
think abost economic development
and environmental protection.
Today, we are sullering from
various pollution which we have
done in the past by various
development which has destroyed
the environment. Today, Long
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17/10/2000 Hong Kong Economic Journal
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Who pay for the trade-off of environmental jon?
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17/10/22000 Apple Daily
HKEHE .
Wetland Protection is not only for birds
MEBETEL TREXE
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Walley issise has rellected there is
a lack of understanding and
coordnation between govermment
deparments. Today, DEP rejecied
the EIA report under various
pablic objections. This formed a
precedent for all developments,
that environmental assessment
should be seviously 1aken, otherwise
it will be rejected.

Hong Koug Economic Joursal 17/
10200 reports that two problems
have emerged from the E1A repont
rejected by DEP: (1] Wedands
prodection, that is obvicusly an
ervironmental issue. (2) A balance
between emvironment and public
trastspont, There b a need 1w make a
balance and det the cmss-broader
raibway projert 1o go on i coder
sobve the increasing demand.

Apple Daily 17/ 1072000 says that
DIEP rejected the Spur Line EIA
report due t the fact that ir wll
camse great impace to (he
ervironment. Alhoagh sach action
would defay the whole railway
project and the Government's plan,
this 3 reasonable and necessary in
order 1 comserve the habitar. I
is alst necessary 1o make careful
consideration. Protection of Long
Valley is mot just to prodect those

birds living there . but also 1o
protece the habitat and cxisting
namure heritage.



17102000 Hong Kong I-Mail
One-Track minds at KCRC

BRATRGE : R [WE]

..The Environmental Protection Department has rejected the Kowloon-Canton Railway
corporation propesal te construct the extension of the railway line through the Long Valley
wetlands to the Lok Ma Chan border crossing. The wedland, home of many rare species of bind,
hizs been focus of a campaign by groups 10 save the environment.

There are two issues at stake here. The KCRC is right 1o be addressing the issue of congestion
om the railways. There are currently 250000 people everyday crossing Lo Wa border on weckdays,
and over 30000 at weekends and holidays. The KCRC is correct to say that "I noting is done to
relicve tongestion by 2004, over crowding will become a daily occurrence” on the Lo Wu line.

However, there is another tssue. The wetlands are among just a few areas thar are unspoiled, and
provide sanctuary to some unique birds, 11 is right to destroy such a rare habitat?

The two issues nced not be in conflict, The EPD helieves there are otfier-options apart from the
propased Leng Valley route...

. B9
__________________ PY AL
22/9/2000 Apple Daily at

HRAH L,
K.Y. Yeung’'s honor became suspected
BRI B EERREN L

...... Eﬁﬁﬁiﬁ%ﬁ“ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ“jfﬁﬁﬁéﬂm%%ﬁ%!iﬁﬂﬁlk
DRSS - BAE RS I (SRR I Eﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁ
W1 REEHME....

28/10/2000 Oriental Daily — HE

405 1 5 on
BirdLife International urged HK Government to pmtemmlgng
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Secretary of the Transport Bureau
W.E. Ng clanifed there is no reason
for any delay in other railway
development.  This is obviously
agaimst KLY, Yeung's anmoumcement.
Green groups crilized Yeung's
honesty and theeatening approach.

Oriental Dty 28/ 10/2000 reparts
Long Valley event has become an
intermational issne.  BiedLile
International’s Asia Council
mecting has passed a resolution
which urge the Hong Kong
Government consider protecting
Long Valley i form of a nature
reserve. (3reen growps abso suggest
the government to purchase knd
from land-owners for long-term

managemenl,

1/11/2000 Singtao Daily

KL N
Long Valley will become a nature park, which may cost 200 million
dollars

SEREHN DKL, BORR25 5 T8N S0 3208
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November Hong Kong Economic Journal
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What have green groups won after the Long Valley event?
PR B (R R T A 2
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2000 Asia Week
C:3 b ai]
Bird Power - A conservationist victory marks a watershed in Hr ong Kong
BRIE - AREHFZBRE T HIESREFHNHKH

«Last week, Hong Komg's Environmental Protection Department vetoed a plan by the government-
owned Kowloon-Canton Railway Corp (KCRC) to build a major line through a rural wetland
named Long Valley...Such developments suggest that local authorizes have started seniously Lo
heed the hurgeoning public desire to protect Hong Kong's deficate environment. The Battle for
Long Valley aleo means that corporations will henceforth weed to factor eeodogical concerns into
their business plans...

8 seeve

Singtao Daily 1/11/2000 reports
Planning Department is
considering Long Valley as a
nature park which will be inchaded
it the consultation report of NENT
Planning and Development Plan
Sawdy 1o be publish next year. At
the same time, the Government is
comsidering to rent or purchase
land in order to conserve apd
progect the wetland, It is cstimared
aboat two hundred milfion dollars
will be needed.

Hong Kong Economic Journal
(Nov 2000} reports thar it is sill
unknown whether KCR or the
green groups will win in the Long
Valley campaign. Tt certainly
kmows that green grouaps have won
public support and cooperation
between cach other. This is mose
important than any of the
campaign, Last week, the writer
discovered that Loag Valley and
niature conservation hecome a hot
discussion tapic, this has never
happened before, Green groups
wurked more chosely between each
caher, which has produced a big
impact.
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. JE KCRC truly has the public interest at leart, it should seriously consider building its rail line
around the wetlands, which would cost a bir more...

-.Such decisions as Long Valley always involve trade-offs, usually between short-terms cconomic
benefits and conservation. Yet the two concerns necd not be contradictory.  The government
could, for example, sct up a fund to preserve ccological sites of special interest. It could then
open them to tourists, earsing income. Besides, the issue goes beyond merely preserving a
licalthful and attractive environment.  Ecological sensitiviry is a corerstone of sustainable
development, which should be a key concern 16 relatively wealthy socicties [ike Hong Kong.
That mere and more Hong Kongers feel that way is indeed encouraging.

1171172000 FHHHIE
KCR appeal against DEP’s decision is a waste of public money
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20/11/2000 Hong Kong Economic Journal
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There is a need to set up conservation policy
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Crieaitad Diaity 1173 1/2000 eeports
that Mr. K.Y, Yeung of KCR has
announced that they ane going 10
appeal agains DEFs decisiom. Buy
the HEBWS commented that
KCR is wasting pablic money on
the process. It would be more
practical [or them to rewrite
another of EIA report rather than

imsist: their preferred aligument

Hoag Kong Ecomomic Joarnal 20/
LEF2000 reports. thar it is
encouriiged by DEP's decision.
The campaign was widely
supparted by the press, academics
anil polithcad growps, This futher
supports the importance of habitat
comcrvation in Hong Kong: This
abso has pellected local people’s
concernof emdtonment has msed
ta the conservation level from
polhution-awarcness level. It is
suggested the Govermmenl o start
aserssing Joval habitats of potential
ccoboggeal importance, 10 work out
related conservation policies. In
addition, it is necessary for the
Government 1w enlance public
education on crvironmental and
habitat cousenasian,

Dec 2000/Jan 2001 Action Asia

RAE LR Z R - B EMEE 70k » PRGBS
Birds derail train project - Green groups win the first round,
but the argument continues

«.The decision and the appeal are important for the KCRC, green groups and the public,
but it is also the first test of the EPD's Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance
{EIAOL. Since 1998, when the EIAO was enacted, no project has been turned down for
environmental reasons, Upholding the decision will strengthen the law and signal changing
attitudes in government.  But overturning it will send a message to- developers and the
public that development comes before the environment in Hong Kong...

1812/ 2000 Time

Lodln =3
2000 Best and Worst - Environment - The Best - 5th:

TR - B - W

Derailment - The Kﬂu’lwn-CaJ!Em: Railway, which links Hong Kong with mainland China,
wanied to build a branch line that would cut right through a bird sanctugry sheliering 210
avian species. But protests persuaded Hong Kong officials to withhold a permit - ane of the

~ Tew times the city has favored ecology over CCONOMmY.

26/12/2000 Ming Pao ¥
W
Long Valley event was chosen as one of the best news
"one of the few times the city has favored ecology over economy"
BB TWNY (RFIC) BEEWW [FERF K EHEEZHEWN]
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DEP's decision of rejecting the
Sheung Shui 1o Lok Ma Chay Spar
Line EIA report bhas won the
acclaim of intermational press.
hatal green groups urged the
govermment to block KCRC's
appeal, othenyise; this will be come
one ‘ol the world's worsi
covironmental news. And in case
thee appeal failed, this would waste
lats of poblic moey.

Hackeround: HEBIWS picrare
i SRRa s EHEN
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6/1/2001  South China Morning Post

e
KCRC brings in the big guns
BRARTEEEFERER

It was only last week that Time magazine hailed the Environmental Protection Department’s
(EPD) decision o reject the controversial Lok ma Chan rail project, which would have cut
through a renowned bird haven in Long Valley near Sheung Shui, as one of the world's best

picces of environmental news in 2000,

But even as that decision wins such international acclaim, leaders of local green groups are
starting to fear that their so far sucorssful ghit 1o stop the spur line will suller a seriows reverse in
2001.

The Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation (KCRC] - the public corporation that is furious at
being thwarted in its attempts to build through the bird valley - is pulling out its big guns for its
fortheoming appeal against the EPD's decision,

.Such fear are not surprising, since the KCRC plans w spend millions of dellars on the next
month’s appeal and has lined up more than 10 experts frem around the world to bolster its
chances of success - from a fang shui master to numerous ecologists, including on of Hong
Kong's best-known naturalists. It considers the project vital to the corporation’s future, since it
is planning lucrative property developments along the propesed 7.4-kilometre rail link between
Shueng Shui and Lok Ma Chau,

... They also fear that the appeal will focus on legal and procedural issues ...

...But anadher observer, who did not wish to be named, sasd he did not think the KCRC would
necessarily win, “If this panel acts in a similar way to the Town Planning Appeal Board, then it
will look at two issues. One is whether the EPD's decision in October 1s valid, the other is
whether the department considered all relevant factors. In both cases the EPD docs have strong
grounds, as it has reviewed all decuments and plans submitted by the KCRC."

He also pointed out that even il the pancl overturned the EPD's decision, the outcome may not
be totally favorable ro the KCRC. The panel could ask the KCRC to submit another
Environmental Impact Assessment proposal on the rail link. It may also state other conditions
before ihe project can go ahead. For examgple, it could ask the KCRO to buy the whole valkey.

...The case has atiracted widespread attention in Hong Kong as the first occasion on which the
Government has ever placed eovironmental considerations ahead of ecowomic development...

...But no matter what happens in the appeal, local taxpayers are bound 1o end up the losers.
Even thought the KCRC and the EPD declined to comment on how much they cxpect to spend
on the hearing, green groups estimate that the wial bill could man 1o millions of dollars, The
Government has already revealed tha it will cost $580,000 for Mr Justice Mortimer to chair the
case, including a business-class returm air fare to London and hotel charges, assuming it lasts for
two months.
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#2000 The Sun
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KCR has invite Fung Shui expert for the appeal
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23/1/2001 International Herald Tribune
In Hong Kong, Railroad Starts Battle Anew Over Wetlands
MM B2 T A

..The railipad’s appeal hearing, rxpected to begin next month, is shaping up ‘as onc of the
highest-profile fights ever between endronmentalists-and developers in the former British colony,
“hi'i!'ﬂ'-m'fd o Chinese rule in July 1997. Even the proposed remuneration package for the
B.?i;h judge being flown infrom London to hear:the case is 4 matter of media scruginy.

These s litle doubt the railroad, known by ts initials KCR, is Taunching an all-out offensive to
overtiir the decision; 1t has assembled a parade of what it hopes will be bigh-impact witnesses
from near and far.

The Jist inecludes Daved Melville, a New Zealand resident and the fommer executive director of the
World Wide Fund lor Nature in Hong Kong, and a trio of specialiss from EIP Associates, an
environmental and planuing consaltancy based in Sacramento, California,

"This month, KCR added an expent ol another kind to the list: a specialist in feng shui, the
Chinese practice of determining the most harmonious location for a new project and the best
ways to stymie evil spirits lurking in the arca. The specialist, Paol Lam, was expected 1o testify
that any change in the planned rowing of the rail link would be extremely inauspicious for
villagers living near the wetlands.

Such a lineup has Houg Kong environmemalists worried....

“The amount of meney they are pouring into this case is huge,” said Ho Wai-chi, excentive
director of Greenpeace in Hong Koug...

Many oppanents of the rail line frame the issue in more parochial terms. For them, it is about the
fate of one of the last pieces of free, open land in an increasingly crowded teritory.

"Hong Kong has lost so much already,” said Carrie Ma Ka-wai, a project officer at the Hong
Kong Birdwatching Sociery. "I worry if’ there will be anything lefi for our children o see, such as
a bird habitar and wet farming.”...

The Sun 7/1/2000 reports
KCRC has hired a fortunsereller
Paul Lam Kwok-hung 1o give
advice on fung shui of spur line
1 Long Valley before the appeal
perivd. Green groups pointed oat,
in case KCRC have sufficient
exidence, there is no eed to spend
public money to hire a fung shui
expert. This is indeed 2 waste of
taxpayer’s money. No matter
whether KCRC win the appeal
or nol, Howg Kong's communiny
and nare are abwvays the losers,
this will certainly desiroy Hong
Kong’s incraatiomal inmage.
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Income and Expenditure for "Save Long Valley Campaign"

[ REP[RiES) | Wit

Period from May 1, 2000 to December 31, 2000

HW 200045 5 1 H 2000412 4311
Income g A
Incomme from the Campaign 585 WA
Expenditure 3§
Press conference £ £ HE S 1.357.00
Bank charges {7 FEE 200.00
Stationery JTH 321570
Printing €78 5,900 50
Postage ST 18400
Traflic FFEE 2378.00
Newspaper 4 918,00
Banner B 500.00
Air tickes @S 4.257.00
Telecommuications 155 K 1373100
Sy, expensies 175 193.50
Messing S@ 421.00
Balance for the campaign B85 g
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The long-term future of Long Valley depends on the harmonious co-existence of the birds and local farmers.

When visiting Long Valley, please do pay respect to farmers and their land.

Da not enter into the vegetable felds; do not wade into (he lotus ponds to flush birds,

Walk carefully on the paths among the fclds; avoid causing damage.

Say hello to our farmer riends. This is their land. We visitors should he courteous to them.

Il you see others venturing into the vegetable fields and causing damage, please make an effort 1o advise them
discreetly that this is not goed o the future of Long Valley as a conservation arca.
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