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Chairman’s word

HKBWS has undergone several rapid changes.

(1) There are now wide and close exchange of views among society
members, in addition to the sharing of beautiful photos every
day. This has been brought about by the uses of the society
webpage.

We have completely new paid stafl working for the society. At

present Mr. LO Wai-yan is our project manager, and he actually

takes the lead in most office matters. Mr. Stanley Ng takes care of
our society financial matters and also works on membership
affairs.

{3) The Crested Bulbul Club is the main pool of mature volunteers
who have participated very actively in society activities.

{4) ‘The five research groups have developed well in recent years,
They have participated actively and deeply into research and
conservation, in a way that seem unimaginable just several years
ago.

To face future challenges, we would need to decpen the participation

of our members, Here | would like to call on our members to step

out and work with us. Looking at it this way, our activities actually

provid Il

skills. Be our outing leader, and you will learn personal skills. Be our

editor, and you can participate in publishing newsletter and books.

Be a bird counter, and you learn more about bird behaviour. Join the

conservation committee, and you may learn how to influence

to learn a very wide range of

training opp

attitudes in Hong Kong society. If you feel that there are some
personal areas that you want to improve, be bold enough to step
forward. [ am sure that both individual members and the HKBWS as
awhaole will benefit from such close participation.

— HF Cheung ™

New Record of Membership
Number

Greal news: according (o our records
on 15 June 2005, there were 755
members. This number is greater than
the total of 746 members in 2004, and
it is also a new record for HKBWS!
We hope that there will be more
people to join us.

Office Equipment and
Stationery

To maintain a sustainable future for
the office, we are looking for
donations of the following second-
hand equipment and stationery.

A. Research Groups

A Black Kite nest in Tsim Sha Tsui
has been found by a member of the
Society. Under the moderation of
the group with the relevant
government department, the nest is
now under minimum attention
from the general public. Two
chicks have hatched in late April
but it is believed that only one
survived after two weeks.

In the Stonecutters Island breeding
survey carried out on March 13,
three new nests were found by our
group members. One nest active
last year is still in use this year
during the survey.



[Equipment: laser printer, scanner, fax machine, LCD
monitor, notebook computer, electric fan, and
digital camera

Stationery: single side A4 paper, box file

Please contact Mr Lo at 2377 4387 if you have any

information or items you wish to donate. All

contributions will be gratefully accepted !

Lease of the Office
Although there is still one year left of the current
office lease, we have started to search for a more
convenient office with lower rent, Please call Mr Lo
if you have good news.

Volunteer in Office
A brilliant youngster of the birdwatching field, Jose
Alberto Cheung Mok (Kwok Jai) has 1

his leisure time Lo serve the office recently, Besides the
regular office work. he also helps us to carry out bird
surveys. We thank Kwok Jai for his contributions to
the Society.

HKBWS Website

The HKBWS Website was intruded by hackers in
carly April. Some of the website duta was damaged
and could not be recovered. Thanks to the efforts of
our IT Group, the BBS was soon re-opened. The IT
Group is going 10 update the website content and
review the ISP service & its securily provision so as 1o
wvoid such intrusions in future. I you have any
sugpestions or can provide any volunteer technical
support to us, please kindly contact Mr Forrest Fong
through email (forrest_fongi@yahoo.comhk). 2

The result for the kite count as below:
Dale tsland M ine G

(maximur valse of snapshol count of the day)
2003 Fid 85
34 52 95
15 N 35

As usual, with the arrival of Black-naped and Bridied
“Terns at Mirs Bay, this year's tern breeding season has
already begun at the end of April, The Tern R 3

S PROJECTS

webpage, 4 tern booklet, public and school seminars,
road shows at train stations and Tap Mun, as well as a
few tern-watching tours. Volunteers are badly needed.
1f you would like to help, please contact us by email at:
twatch20(4@yahoo.com.hk or telephone the Project
Office 2377 4387,

B. Education & Publicity

Group will continue with the weckly surveys and
monitor the amount of disturbance in the arca. A
number of activities related to terns will also be open
1o members between June and July.

Al the same time, we ire organizing a Tap Mun Tern
Festival between mid June and carly July to let the
public know the birds and understand the need for
conservation, The programme includes a tern

The 5 and outdoor bird hing activities for
the 2004/5 “season” are coming 1o an end, but see next
item. The programme will resume in the autumn, when
elderly volunteers of the Crested Bulbul Club will
resume their bird hi i i co-ordinats

activities with homes for the elderly and the public at
large. From January to March 2008, 387 persons took
part in our indoor seminars and 394 persons
participated in our outdoor bird watching trips.

@



Meeting Point for Early Morning Bird-
Watchers at Kowloon Park and
Hong Kong Park
(@) From January to June 2005, 159 persons attended
the bird watc at Kowloon F

ng aclivi

{b) From March to June 2005, 128 persons went along
for the bird watching activity at Hong Kong Park,
(€} Arrangement of early morning bird watching at
Hong Kong Park
* Date & Time: B am. - 10a.m. / March —August 2005
(Every Wednesday)
= Gathering Point; Green House of Hong Kong Park
* Free of Charge
(d) Arrangement of Weekly Guided Moming Bird
Watching at Kowloon Park :
= Date & Tima: 7:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. (Every Friday)

+ (Gathering Point: Arcade of Kowloon Park {entrance of
McDonalds inside Kowloon Park)

* Frae of Charge

The 4th Training Course for Elderly Nature
it ;

25 March. It included 4 outdoor
fiekd vistts (1 at Kowloon Park, 2 a1 Mai Po Nature
Reserve and | assessment) and 3 indoor lectures (at

This was held from 2

Room 1114, Scout Association of Hong Kong). This
big event was all planned and organized by the
Crested Bulbul Club with tremendous support from
other members. There were 46 elderly who registered
for this training. 39 of them received a certificate after
a month’s hard work. These new high-calibre
graduates will certainly add much value to the Crested
Bulbul Club.

House Swallow and Pacific Swift Count

On the 23rd January 2005, members of the Crested
Bulbul Club were instructed in bird counting and
surveying methods by experienced bird-watchers, TSIM
Siu-tai and LAU Wai-man. Currently over 10 members
of the Crested Bulbul Club have been actively
participating in this project. We all know that the
swallow is natures” “mosquito killer”, We believe that
allowing more swallows to breed is a good way to
prevent the spread of Dengue Fever and other insect-
borne diseases. Therefore, we call upon the Hong Kong
public to treasure and preserve swallows o as 1o allow
them to breed throughout Hong Kong, We should also
support the bird count which will provide the first-hand
und scientific statistics for ourselves and the government
to facilitate more preservation work to be done. We hope
that members of Crested Bulbul Club will continue to
support this important count.

Donation of “A Photographic Guide to the
amamww

The President of the Society,
C.Y. Lam, facilitated the
donation of 62 copies of “A
Photo-graphic Guide to the
Birds of Hong Kong™ to
Hpng Keng Correctional
Services Department by
Rotary Club of Happy
Valley. The donation
ceremony was carried out in
Boys Home at Cape
Colinson on Tth May. The
vice-chairman, €. Ng.
represented the Sociely to
attend the ceremony.




Bi rd Ri ng i ng Janual’y = MaI“Ch 2005 ~ Hong Keng Ringing Group

Atotal of 1,471 birds were ringed in the first three months of this year,
1,118 of which were starling species (916 Red-billed Starling Stumus

saricius, 164 White-cheeked Starling Sturmus cineraceus and 38

White-sh

Sturnus

Other interesting records include a male Baikal Teal Anas
formosa in a duck trapping session, and a female Purple-
backed Starling Stumus stumninus, the first and second Anged
in Hong Kong. A Grey-headed Lapwing picked up sick at Kam
Tin was ringed and flagged after being rehabilitated at KFBG. It

atkam Tin. Oth

.ringing has been rather

quietin these few months. &

Conservation News
Summer 2005

Long Valley dryer it still full of birds
In recent weeks there has been increased talk that
ong Valley is drying out and much discussion of
what the causes might be. There have been
suggestions that KCRC's Spur Line Tunnel is the
on. However, KCRC, responding to HEBWS
concerns about the potential for the tunnel to affect
the water table took great care to ensure a constant
flow of water during the construction of the tunnel
and provided the Spur Line Environmental
Committee (HKBWS is a member, along with
WWF (HK), Conservancy Assoctation, Friends of
the Earth, HKU Civil Engineering
Department) with the data from their monitoring of
the water wable, This data showed that the
pressure mee technique employed by KCRC
succes: voided impacting the 7 table.

and

The real cause of the problem is the two drainage
ng on cither side of the valley,
compounded by two very dry winters in succ
These channels lie well below the level of the wet

els 1

on.

- Mike Kilbwmn,
Chairman, Conservation Commities

ricultural fiekds of Long ey, and are designed
1o improve the drainage efficiency of the area.

There is evidence of drying out in the valley itsell’ -
£ armers have switched from growing wet
agricultural crops such as water cress (sai yeung
choi) and water spinach (tong choi) to growing
lettuces and others dry agriculture crops. However a
diversity of microhabitats remains, including the
highly productive marsh (in just one day Baillon's
and two Ruddy Crakes, Water Rail, White-breasted
Waterhen, Commen Moorhen, Wood Sandpiper,
Green Sandpiper, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Greater
Painted Snipe, Commaon Snipe and “Swir Snipe
were all recorded here!) and lotus ficlds near the

centre of the Valley, good arcas of wet agriculture,
overgrown grasslands and bloodworm ponds,

In addition, the meanders of the old Beas River,
which were left as mitigation when the drainage
channels were created are now being managed by
AFCD. After a couple of vears of experimentation
it seems that AFCD have hit upon the right mix of




Conservation News, summer 2005 (cony

open water of the correct depth, muddy fringes for
feeding and suitable vegetation 1o attract some of the
waler birds for which Long Valley is so imp A

encouragement from Sarah Liso, Secretary for
Environment, Transport and Works, the TA has
d a number of to improve tourist

visit in Jate February revealed five Greater Painted
Snipe and over 20 gellinage snipe in the meander
next to the footbridge to Ho Sheung Heung.

Another sign - the def of silt in
the drainage channels provides feeding opportunities
for u number of waders, egrets and herons. Many
more Grey Herons and Great Egrets now visit than
they did formerly, doubtless attracted by the fish
which come in along the tidal channels. Other good
birds found here include a pair of Collared Crows
which favoured the channels Last winter, Black-
winged Stilt, Greenshank and Little Ringed Plovers,
‘which miy have bred on the shingle banks.

Mudskipper collectors still in business
at Mai Po

Thank vou to all members who have been
" ing their sightings of ipper coll

seen from the boardwalk. Please keep it up! The
more evidence we provide and publicise the more
pressure we put on the Administration to carry out
effective enforcement. There is no question that the
mudskipper collectors are illegally entering the
Ramsar site and Frontier Closed Arca, and probably
entering from Shenzhen. This means that once
caught it is easy to prosecute them.

The great frustration appears to be that birders scem
1o see the mudskipper collectors, but when they do
the AFCD and police patrols are not around to catch
them — even when the same people are involved day
after day.

Tt may be time to formally organize a joint operation
in which HK BWS members, AFCD, WWF staff and
the police jointly visit the boardwalk at the
appropriste time so that the findings of HKBWS
members can be used to make the enforcement
efforts more effective.

Ecotourism Consultation Depressing

The Tourism Authority recently held a consultation
exercise on developing ecotourism in the Northeast
New  Territories.  Unfortunately. The Tourism
Authority (TA) still appears to have no
understanding of what ecotourism actually is!

Increasing numbers of Hong Kong people are
looking to the countryside for recreation and leisure.
Recognising this growing demand and responding to

fucilities in the ecologically important and sensitive
North-cast New Territories, However the TA has
totally failed to grasp the core requirement of
ecotourism - that the tourists pay more for the
privilege of visiting sites of high ccological and
heritage value in order that they can make a
contribution 1o the protection, preservation and
enhancement of these sites,

Instead TA's proposals have been based around
providing better jetties, more public toilets and
better transport links so that low cost mass tourism
can be increased 1o these sensitive areas!

So poor is TA's understanding of the basic
requirement Lo protect the sites and habitats in order
to maintain the attraction that they have refused 10
even try to establish the carrying capacity and
impact of the current levels of tourism, let alone try
to asses the potential impact of increasing visitor

L and the pondi i in
disturbance and pollution. They have claimed that it
is too difficult to make these ussessments, although
the practice is widespread in other countries.

In contrast the HKBWS Tern Group has been
working hard to improve the understanding and
practice of ecotourism amongst tour operators, boat
owners and the general public in respect of breeding
tern colonies on outlying islands. These colonies are

ible to disturb and in the past
boatloads of tourists have landed in the colonies to
enjoy the spectacle of hundreds of terns taking to the
air, while their ¢ggs and chicks bake unprofected in
the sun, HKBWS have developed a code of practice
for tour operators and boat owners, offer specialist
tours 1o view the terns, and even provide guiding
services to commercial tours who agree not to land
on the islands. As a resull more people are enjoying
the terns without causing disturbance to the birds.

“It’s not rocket science — really!

Sham Chung: pier shelved, golf course
begins illegal operation

We reported last year on the proposed construction
of & new HKS26 million pier to serve the population
of less than 10 residents living in Sham Chung. The
Finance € of the Administration decided
that this was too much of a waste of public money
and cancelled the project, which muy have caused




disturbance to a breeding pair of White-bellied Sea
Eagles.

However local newspapers also reported that villagers
have begun hiring golf clubs to people 1o play on the
course, which was built on ecologically rich marshiand
at Sham Chung, home to the endemic Hong Kong
Paradise Fish.

291l Po
= pdate

WWEF Big Bird Race 2005

WWF's 2005 Big Bird Race was held between 11 - 12
March and raised nearly HK$1.2 million. Whilst %% of
this money will go towards the general munagement and
conservation works carried out by WWF at Mai Po, the
other 107 will go towards the construction of an
extension to the existing boardwalk and a new floating
hide further out in Deep Bay.

For the boardwalk extension and floating hide. this
means that he project has now raised some HK31.4
million which is sufficient 1o buy the materials to build
the boardwalk extension and new hide. However, an
Environmental Permit is still required from the
Environmental Protection Department before the project
can begin. As a result, work is in progress (o drafl an
environmental profile to apply for an ‘EP" for the
praject. 1t is hoped that the proposal can be finalised this
vear and approved by government.

Breeding Black-winged Stilts in the Waterfow] Collection
(Pond 154 and 15b)

Now that the wintering ducks have departed northwards
for their breeding ground, the Waterfowl Collection has
been drained so that it can be refilled with clean
rainwater before the ducks return again this October.
The low water levels in these two ponds have made them
attractive for Black-winged Stilts and a number are
nesting on the iskands particularly m Pond 15a. Please do
not enter the Collection and disturb the breeding birds
and their young.

Vegetation management in Pond 20 and 24
Regular cutting of the grass along the bunds of the

Tu is likely that both activities are related to property
developer Sun Hung Kai (SHK) seeking to push
forward their plans for developing the area. With the
jetty development foiled it will be much harder for SHK
o realise their vision of & lucrative golf course in this
ecologically sensitive arca, although the renting of clubs
by local villagers suggests that the battle is far from
over. Wateh this space for further updates, ~

southern ponds and gei wai (20 - 24) in the summer and
autumn of 2004 meant that when the ducks returned to
Mai Po last winter, there were certain bunds (particularly
in Pond 20) that had a thick cover of short grasses that
were particularly attractive for grazing Wigeon. As a
result, monthly cutting of the grasses along the bunds of
Ponds 20 and 24 has begun again and will continue until
October/Movember again this year to create the short
grass that Wigeon enjoy.

Draining of Pond 20b

With the large numbers of ducks roosting in Pond 20 over
the winter, the water in a number of the ponds has
deteriorated. These ponds need to be drained so that their
floor can be air-dried before they are refilled using clean
rain water. Pond 20b is currently being drained and this
will also allow cutting of some of the excessive growth of
grasses on the island in the central part of the ponds 1o be
cut.

Feral dogs in Mai Po

Feral dogs have recently come to the media's attention as
another of the many threats facing Mai Po. Without any
fences around the reserve, it is easy for dogs to enter Mai
Po and WWF staff have scen these animals chasing the
wibdlife in the reserve and sometimes killing them, such as
Javan Mongooses, Using automatic cameras, the Wildlife
Conservation Fund in Hong Kong has found that feral
dogs are now more common at Mai Po than rare
mammls such as Leopard cats and Otters,

Under license from the Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department (AFCD), WWF has been
operating three baited traps at different locations at Mai
Po 1o catch these feral dogs. In one year, the reserve
catches around 20 to 30 such animals and then passes
them onto AFCD to deal with. However, some of the
dogs have become shy of these traps and certain
individuals are very difficult 1o catch. However, we will
continue to trap as many of these dogs as possible,
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RECOR()S 198" — Funniest Event this Winter
— Aukie Au and Chen Kwai Pa
"competition” where 1Bams comp

5 & ‘fun game’ where leams of birdwalchers compede agains! sach other in
within 24 hours. portant aspect of “Records

Ed)
has become an imporant annual get-ingether function amongst bird watchers and members since it
was first held in 2002, Our first birdwatching compe was heid in December in 2002, the second was haid in January 2004, and
this year, we organized ocur thid compelition in February. Hmm. . have you noticed thal the month of holding our birdwalching
‘competition i shifting month-by-manth? Perhagps the next compatiton wil be in March |

This birdwalching competition

Following the success of las! year's compaetiion (with a record of 198 bird species n 24 hours), our “Records 158-Bird Walching
Compatition 2005” was held on 19 February (Sat) & 20 February [Sun) 2005

| was pleased that the number of paricipants s increasing. Over 200 members, ranging from students, housewives and the elderty
teams including & team formed by Shenzhen birdwatchers. The Shenzhen team was specially given parmission 1o
e compedition at 1630 as we did, and then travelied a long distance to
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STraTegles

We, members of the Crested Bulbul Club, had a chapce
to take part in the first birdwatching competition when
I remember that we
Pa
that first vear. Time has flown, and with more
with other
I in identifying

we were still learners in 2002
hardly spotted any birds in the dense forest in
Kau 1

practice an

I more expericnce exchan
ave become more ski
wd by either recognizng calls or

hirders, we
birds in den
actually finding the birds.

wond

We were delighted 10 have a thi
participate the Birdwatching Competition
198" this vear
different teams, numely Crested Bulbul Teams A, B &
C, With limitations in transporiation and short time
ilable, we were only able 1o visit some key areas
such as Mai Po, Kam Tin, Long Valley and Kowloon
»ark and henee, did not manage 10 see many species. In
the end our teams recorded a total of §5, 77 &
species respectively. Despite our smaller totals,
had a great time in this event and enjoyed every bird we

opportunity 1o
“Records
Fifteen members of us formed three

av

S

GeTTInG STARTED
With v

birds and their whereabouts with precise familiarity.
Right before “Records 198...7, we visited the popular
birdwatching sites to practice our skills, and recorded
what and where the bird species were spotted. Our goal

5 of hirdwatching experience, we know the

wits to record more bird species tha

On Saturday evening our first stop was Long Valley

We scanned the

and we reached there an hour carly
mland and found some plr\n\ and wa

ails. Then we

ed 1o the ponds ne
ere were other bind spec
cd the ponds. We quickly spott
the Common Sandpiper, with
It was walking along a

hes

to see il th
1630 when
our first countuble bird,
our binoculars and tele

later, we found more $ perching on electr
with a White-thro sher. We kept walking and
searching. trying to put more birds on our list. Since we

a car, our stralegy was to stay at Long
s we could (until after dark) and not

do not have
v
wisit other places for night birds such as nightjars and

lley as long &

owls.

Next morning we arrived early ut Tai Po Kau. When we
got off the taxi at Chung Tsai Yuen, we first heard the
calls of Chinese Bulbul. Then we looked up and found a
Haired Crested Drongo. We knew th
and held our breath, focused our eyes on the
trees and waited. Then they came! Among the flock, we
found Great Tit, Yellow-cheeked Tit, Japanese White-
eye, Blue-winged Minla, Yellow-browed Warbler,
Velvet-fronted Nuthatch and Chestnut Bulbul
walked up the steep road 1o the warden’s post we
the calls of Great Barbet, Large-billed Crow and saw
Spotted Dave. We  later saw  Scarlet-backed
Flowerpecker and Fork-tailed Sunbird.

a bird wave was

We did not stay long at Tai Po Kau and then it was time




for us 1o head for our next stop - Kam Tin. We were
very happy that Mr. Apache Lau had booked a coach
for us and other teams without wved us
much time. At Kam Tin, we mi see more
starlings, Wood Sandpiper, Chinese Pond Heron and a
Common Buzzard. To our surprise, we got o good view
of a flock of Yellow-billed Grosbeaks feeding on the
ground. Time was running short and we could only
swallow our sandwiches on our way to Mai Po. At Mai
Po, we spotted more waders including the Egrets,
Black-winged Stilt, Teal, Eurasian Wigeon and so on,

Full bouse ar mght

It was not too late when we reached the Guest House at
sity for dinner, however, the seats were
up by other team members. However,
thanks to Apache, we soon found places to sit and the
dinner reception began.

Our honorary President (Ex-Chairman of HKBWS),
Mr. LAM Chiu-ying, first made a warm welcome note
10 all participants by appreciating our involvement in
the competition despite the chilly weather. He was
followed by an introduction from our new Chairman,
Dr. CHEUNG Ho-fa am sure our new Chairman
will be able to keep on fostering nature conservation in
Hong Kong as well as promoting birdwatching as a

hobby to a wider community,”

A big thanks to our adjudicators, Mr. Richard
Lewthwaite and Mr. YING Hak-king. They sacrificed
their dining time to check our records. The winners
were eventually revealed: They were as follows:

The HKBWS Record Award

* Rulpus-capped Babbler Team{recordesd 120 bird Species in
24 hours)

= The Best Record Award

* Freedom Team (recorded the Red-throated Diver) a1 Sam A
Tsuen

The encrgetic kids in the Freedom Team are so

enthusiastic about birds, | was not surprised fo le

that they devoted more than 3 hours to go 1o Sam A

Tsuen to see the rare Red-throated Diver. We felt very

proud of their courage and determination, they
deserved their Best Record Award!
Acknowledgement

We would like 10 first send our heanfelt thanks to our
biggest sponsor, Swarovski, for their generosity in

giving out erysial key-rings and crystal pins as prizes for

our event.

Thanks again to the adjudicators, Mr. Richard
Lewthwaite (who also arranged the dinner venue) and
Mr. HK YING, for spending time on checking our
records. Thanks also to Transpert Department and
AFCD for their preparing the permits for us, and
Forrest Fong for his innovative ideas and constructive

advice. Mr. Apache Lau arranged luxury transportation
for members and gave his time freely in sharing co-
ordination work with Aukie. Lastly, to our dear &
irreplaceable  members, thanks again for
continuous support and effort in making this event
happen. %
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Pomarine Skua
I Micholle & Peter Wong
), Canon EF 400mm (/5.6

45 R MBS Arctic Skua
" — AR Pippen Ho
Canon 1D Mark |1, Canon EF 400mm /5.

30 10 Mark II, Cancn EF 400mm 5.6+




Wk B Pomarine Skua
F 8% Forrest Fong o
Canon 10 Mark |1, Canon EF 400mm {58

. ; I B B Long Tailed Skua
= {i® Pippen Ho
Canon 10 Mark Il, C:

{2 R i) Long Tailed Skua
=L@ - B Michelle & Peter Wong
Canon 200, Canon EF 400mm /5.6
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5 1 Dusky Warblar —

- | Lo Kar Man {Kam Tin}

4 "‘%

Pr TR TRe T e = N 51
Eastern Crowned Warbler —
Michelle & Peter Wong (Tai Po Kau)  ©

Y C xwex—ase - wwm
r - Pale-legged Leal Warbler —

‘ellow-browed Warbler —
Michedie & Pater Waong (Wun Yiu)

Take a closer look

[eaf W'lrblersi



Leaf- are a headache to begi d! h {And to more experienced ones,
m!-Ed.)'l'lw,ismﬂewmhokfnrdilhmlnthmmlnﬁsmlni
Warblers have pale eyebrows that are very similar to each other. Therefore the eyebrows do
not really give much To help in the of Leaf a good idea
s to follow Lekagul and Round (Birds of Thailand) and separate them into four groups,

Group A consists of Dusky Warbler, Radde’s Warbler, and Yellow - streaked Warbler.
They have no wing bars, and are generally brown in colour. (Photo 1: Dusky
‘Warbler)

Group B consists of Eastern Crowned Warbler and Blyth's Leaf Warbler. They have
cler crown stripe, yellow lower mandible and are on average larger in size than
birds on the other group. (Photo 2: Eastern Crowned Warbler)

Giroup C  consists of Arctic Warbler, Greenish Warbler, and Pale-legged  Leal Warbler.
They have no clear crown stripe and also no pale edge to tertials. (Photo 3: Pale
legged/Sakhalin Leaf Warbler)

Group 1D consists of Yellow-browed Warbler and Pallas's Warbler. They have clear pale
edge to the tertials, (Photo 4: Yellow-browed Warbler)

Take a closer look :




Project Learning on Bird Photography —

Drinking Water Action of L/ tt/ € S WI ft

— Bad Egg No.1

In mid-June 2004, the “Secretary for Education and Publicity” of the Society, Apache,
invited many bird photographers to atiend a gathering. We went to Fanling Wai to

take photos of su'al]uus and swifts, and also help RTI{K {Radio Television Hong
k 1 had i i my relatives and friends to

Kong) to make a P
watch the programmes later. However, only the interviews of smart gents and pretty
ladies were broadeast, but not me! Mevertheless, it was a happy experience to interflow
with other bird photographers and take some special bird photos on that day.

Besides wking photos of Barn Swallow nests under the eaves, another target on that day

was the drinking water action of Little Swift. There is a large pond at Fanling Wai village
facing North District Park where Little Swifts like to fly along the water surface and drink.
Since their speed is very fast and the flying path is wide, many bird photographers tried their
best to capture the very short moment (I roughly estimate 1/100 second!) of the drinking
action on that day. The focusing speed of my medium-grade DSLR (digital single-lens reflex)
camera is not too good. The shutter lag is quite long. With such capacities, 1 of course took
nothing with my camera. Near the end of the gathering, | simply turned the lens to manual
mode. 1 tried to use my “feeling” 1o capture the drinking water moment! Lastly and luckil ot
a picture of swift just before touching the water. From the photo, 1 found that Little Swift will

open its mouth widely when drinking water. It is very wide in contrast to the usual closed thin and
t-of-f it is within ble range.

small bill. Although the photo is a little bit
In mid-June this year, I planed to visit Fanling Wai again. My target was the drinking water
moment, but not only the one before touching water. Actually T had a pre-trip in early June and
found out how to get there by public transport. However that was a cloudy day and no swifts were
seen drinking water. There were quite a number of rainy days in mid-June this year. | could only
gamble 1o take a hall-day annual leave and went to Fanling Wai in the afternoon. 1 was so lucky that it
was sunny in the afternoon though it was cloudy in the moming! | staved beside the pond to shoot for
more than 3 hours with my love-and-hate Canxx Number Ten camera and a 400mm/f5.6 lens. To get
photos of the drinking water action of Little Swiflt, I reached several conclusions:
Manual focus = Since the swift is small and it's difficult 1o follow the fiying path, auto-focus usually results with focus on tha
background.
Pra-focus - The speed of manual focus will not be high Thenefore, we need 1o predict whore the swift will go and
approimately pre-focus at that position.
Keep a The shorer the distance, the mare the need for focusing accuracy. The longer the distance, the wider the
accaplable range of mis-focusing and thus the grealer chance for success. I's difficult to make the choloe as no

distance —
oné wants 1o have a tiny image. | was at a distance of mare than ten metres away from the swifts.
Press the shutler |t wholly depends on the capacity of your camera. | am not saished with the shutter lag of my camera. If | press the
miﬂﬂmlmummmmlmwmhmmuhmmm
e of the camera. Therefore, you need 1o be famiiar with the shutler lag

,;.............mn,

release bution

out of the




f the swift is in a unsuitable position
(back side facing ma, it ks not a good
pholo even it s "at drinking water moment”.
As mentioned before, the amazing low success rate is in the time if I am lucky. Why? After taking half-
duy of photos, 1 found that all the “at the drinking moment™ photos are mis-focused, Only one of them is
marginally acceptable. It was a sunny day in the weekend afterwards, so | went Fanling Wai again in the
afternoon for having a sharp “at the drinking moment™ photo. However, the swifts always drank in the
unsuitable positions (i.e., back side facing me, too near or too far away). 1 had shot hundreds of photos but
no one is acceptable (including before and afler drinking water moments)! So horrible!
Besides the six points above, there is the seventh point. This point is “Take care of your health”, While taking
the photos, 1 didn’t feel uncomfortable due to o much excitement. However, later [ discovered that my eves
were quite painful after sturing for hours. Together with the hot weather, 1 felt quite uncomfortable.
I am not sure whether it would be easier to get good photos with the top models of camera and lens available at
this momen surely helpful for shorter shutter lag and faster continuous shooting. However, there is no end
in chasing “better” equipment. My set of cameras is actually not cheap. Trying to photograph the swifts has also

been an interesting exercise in better handling of my own camera!

Outing Report: ~ Hung Wai Ming

The €3h of Masch with fine weathee, bright sunshine and temperature of 12 dagrees was a Sunday, ideal for bird walching and hiking,

wnlike fruch of the weather in previous manths,
At Ma Liu Shui Pier, the Little Egret and the Chinese Pond Heron were as always there to see us off. Our team of
fourteen members of all ages (four ladies and ten gentlemen) boarded the ferry to Sham Chung to try our luck for
bird watching. Could we see the White-bellied Sea Eagle, the Crested Serpent Eagle, the Crested Kingfisher and the

Owl stationed in Sham Chung?

Owur luck came soon after disembarking from the ferry. Half way up the hill oppasite to the pier, there was an eye-
catching white dot. No mistake, it was the White-bellicd Sea Eagle! One after another, we held our binoculars and
sel up our telescopes to watch the bird’s robust upright standing posture. After that, we took photographs of the
bird with our digital cameras attached to the telescopes. How enjoyable it was! Not long after we had watched

enough and started 1o go, the bird flew up, We were all amazed by its hovering posture until it flew behind the hill.
an



Outing Report:
Sham Chungfo‘r"ungShuc Q fean't)

When we were in the bushes alongside the shore trying to trace birds from the sounds they made, the White-bellicd
Sea Eagle came back again. This time it had caught a big white fish. In a leisurely fashion, it found a tree as its
dining table and enjoyed its breakfast. We watched how it ate to its fill and 1ook some snapshots of it again without
bothering 1o have a look at the Great Tit, the Chinese Bulbul, the Red-whiskered Bulbul and the Japanese White-
eye nearby.

Walking not far ahead, we saw the golf course, There was a pair of White Wagtails on the grass. They were strolling
and flirting with each other. When they saw us, they flew away hurriedly. At the far side, there were five or six
Richard’s Pipits secmed 1o be enga; 1 food-searching walking race. We did not dare to disturb them and
just lifted our binoeulars to have 2 look at them and then went around the side of the golf course to see if there were
other birds in this habitat. We could only see the Rufous-backed Shrike, the Olive-backed Pipit and the Common
Blackbird. Our experienced birder, Brother Wong, sighed that the transformation of farmland to golf course had
driven the bird ay. When we were leaving in disappoimment, Brother Wong discovered the Black-capped
Kingfisher. This inspired us and filled our sinking hearts with joy. Once again, we chased the beautiful shadow of the
Black-capped Kinglisher.

At about |
Redstart accompanying us along a section of the way 1o see us off. This surpnised and delighted us
with the hill at the back and the sea in front, we saw an Osprey wing on & float far out to sea. It was not
frigh | by #t speedboat with a beautiful lady water-skiing by. We also saw an immature Crested Serpent Eagle
wheeling in the sky over the hilitop and a Little Swifl flving by a flash. On our way, we passed by a spot where a
hill fire had taken place, Five Chestnut Bulbuls hastily flew a and hid themselves in the charcoal-black burnt
shrubs, .

Under the bright sunshine, we had walked for about an hour before finally reaching Yung Shue 0. We could no
Tonger withstand the heat and we all took off our thick clothes, looking a it tired. At the entrance of the village, we
could only sec the Barn Swallow and the Common Tailorbird. Brother Wong went 1o the Fung Shui woods behind
the village to take a look but could not find any trace of birds either. After eating noodles with eggs and luncheon
meat amd having a rest at a small tea-house, we left and walked along the water catchment towards Sai Sha Road
Since there were lots of vehicles travelling to and fro coupled with many sightseers, it was difficult to find any birds.
We only saw a Grey Wagtail shuttling and playing along the catchment, yet we duly appreciated the scenery of Kei
Ling Ha Bay. At 215 pm., we lln.lll\ reached Sai Sha Road. In the car park. there were mini-buses going 1o
University Railway Station and passing by Wu Kai Sha. Public transport from here is certainly more convenient
than before, In total, 28 species of birds were recorded. e
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Hong Kong Bird News mid January to end April 2005 - Richard Lewthwaite

b all records on cangs or

Piease nole that these ane d records; - inded of the imp of
slectranically
January se—— e r— Also noted in the Deep Bay arca were two Common

Though occasionally cold, the weather continued to be
wvery dry. Bluetails and thrushes were unusually scarce.

Pochards and o Falcated Duck ot Ma Tso Lung on 13th,
whilst & drake Baikal Teal, up to two Ferruginous Duck.
a dernann 5 Gw.‘nshanls and two Long-billed
D hers were all i Iy reported at Mai Po

In the second half of the month, the flock of Dl
Pelicans in Deep Bay increased to 15 and there were
reports of 491 Black-tailed Godwits at Mai Po (RWL)
the highest ever winter count, and a Nordmann's
Greenshank and Baikal Teal at Tsim Bei Tsui (PH.
EMSKL

The highlight of the month for about i dozen lucky
HKBWS members was a Short-cared Owl at Mai Po on
10th (CHF), only about the third or fourth Hong Kong
record.

Elsewhere in the Deep Bay area, there were sightings of
i female Daurian Starling a1 Lok Ma Chaw on 22nd
{JA), the first ever in winter, a Blyth's Reed Warbler at
Nam Sang Wai on 25th (EMSK), a Citrine Wagtail
beside the Mai Po access road on the same day (RWL),
and 76 Chinese Grosbeaks and @ Eurasian Eagle Owl at
Kam Tin two days later (JA), The same observer also
found a Japanese Grosbeak in the Sha Tau Kok Road
arca at this lime.

In the final ten days of the month, Tai Po Kau hosted a
Forest Wagtail, a Chestnut-crowned Warbler and up to
two Mrs Gould's Sunbirds of unknown onigins (THE),
and there were occasional sightings of up to two
unidentified Spectacled Warblers at Ng Tung Chai and
Shing Mun,

Ty Y T ST

February e

Highlights of the month came from two far-flung
quarters of Hong Kong. First, a Red-throated Diver,
only the second record, was found in late afternoon
Sam A Tsuen, 4 remote coastal site in the northeast NT,
on 19th (JSRE, RC) and seen the next day by ubout _0
L It then di 1 only to be

weeks later at Starling Tnlet, Hot on its heels came ﬂw
discovery of a Collared Kingfisher, thought 10 be the
third record for Hong Kong and only the fourth for
Ching. This was found at the westernmost end of
Lantau a1 the Tai O saltpans on 24th (LW). Though it
could be frustratingly clusive, it was seen intermittently
over the next two weeks in this arca.

Meanwhile, monthly counts in Deep Bay saw record

throughout the month, A Daurian Jackdow wis noted at
Lut Chau on 20th and the over-wintering Daurian
Starling appeared again at Lok Ma Chaw on 23rd, Other
interesting reports involved 14 Grey-headed Lapwings, a
Morthern lapwing and six Common Sturlings a1 Kam
Tin on 25th (JA) and a Himalayan Swiftiet at Fung Lok
‘Wai om 28th (KJ).

The Winter Atlas survey concluded this month after four
winters, Four species that were either unknown or major
rarities at the start of the survey now appear to have
become established at least locally in Hong Kong. These
are Eurisian Collared Dove (up 1o six at Tsim Bei Tsui
reported this month), Pygmy Wren Babbler (up to two at
Tai Po Kau, Ng Tung Chai and So Lo Pun), Mountain
Tailorbird (up to five at Tai Po Kau, Ng Tung Chai and
Kuk Poj) and Lesser Shortwing (none this month, but up
1o three at Ng Tung Chai and Tai Po Kau earlier in the
winter). In addition, Mountain Bulbul (up to two at Tai
Po Kau and Ng Tung Chai throughout the month) may
e in the provess of becoming established.

Noteworthy reports of woodland or shrubland birds
included 24 Hair-crested Drongos at Lamma (GS), a
Chestnut-bellied Rock Thrush, a Mugimaki Flycatcher
and a Hainan Blue Flycatcher at Sha Tin Pass (GH), all
on §th, a Chestnut-crowned Warbler and Bluck Bulbul at
Tai Po on 19th (RB) and a Chestnut-bellied Rock
Thrush at Kadoosic FBG on 20th.

A Grey Bushchan beside Sha Tau Kok Road was the
third report this winter of a now irregularly occurring
species.

March

In & generally good month for birds, lemperatures were
generally cool and a very strong cold front came through
with rain on 12th,

The first week of the month saw a fine range of birds
including the Chestnut-bellicd Rock Thrush ut
‘BG, the Himalayan Swiftlet at Fung Lok
Waii until 2nd, the Collared Kingfisher at Tai O until $th
and a pair of Brown Fish Owls at Tai Lum Chung from
Tth IYYT; Thn: latter continued to be reported
intermi ghout the month.

ML N

tallies for two species - 11,424 Great Ce on 4th
and 1282 Eurasian Curlews on 13th (YYT).

The un‘gins of 4 Rustic Bunting found on the Buffalo

"



Hong Kong Bird News mid January to end April 2005 jcont)

Fields at Kam Tin on 6th (JA) and remaining there over
the next two days generated a ot of discussion until the
guestion was settled by a combination of digital
photography (GT) and expericnced feather-reading
(PJL). Magnified photos revealed irregular moult of the
tail feathers, which was not at all obvious on the bird in
the fickd. This moult pattern is thought to indicate captive
origins,

Sightings on $th-9th included a White's Thrush at Wu
Kau Tang, an Orange-headed Thrush at Lamma (GS),
the latter remaining until at least 20th, single Mountain
and Black Bulbuls, a Chestnut-crowned Warbler and an
undidentified Spectacled Warbler, all at Tai Po Kau, and
a singing Brown Bush Warbler at Sha Lo Tung (RWL)
The first for several years, it remained at Sha Lo Tung
until at least 18th.

Best birds of the annual WWF HK Big Bird Roce, held
on 11th-12th, were the Red-throated Diver, re-discovered
at Starling Inket (MT), the Brown Fish Owls at Tai Lam
Cheung (LC) and the Ferruginous Duck at Mai Po
(EMSK). A wide variety of shorebirds were present in
Deep Bay, including the first Broad-billed Sundpipers of
the year, 4 Nordmann's Greenshank and two Long-billed
Dowitchers. Also noted were two Oriental Pratincoles
(KB} and an carly inland Red-necked Phalarope at San
Tin.

The arrival of an intense front on 12th led 1o sightings of
4 Brown-headed Thrush and three Blyth's Leal Warblers
at Wu Kau Tang (GH), an Oriental Plover in Deep Bay
{YYT) and 30 Japanese Grosbeaks, record numbers, in a
large tree below Mg Tung Chai village (D), all on 13th,
three Siberian Thrushes at Ma On Shan (GC). the first
Blue-and-white Flycatcher of the spring at Ng Tung Chai
and, bizarrely, an adult Sooty Tern seen from the Mai Po
boardwalk coming in with the gulls (EMSK), all on 14th.

In @ quiet period that ensued. the only significant reports
were four Oriental Greenfiches at Penfold Park and a
Mountain Tailorbird at Chung Mei on 16th, & Radde’s
Warbler at Sha Lo Tung on 18th and one or two Asian
House Martins mainly at Mai Po, whilst a trip 1o Po Toi
on 19%h tumed up at least three Red-flanked Bluctails,
possibly the highest count of a very poor winter for this
chat, a White's Thrush and several Japanese and Grey-
backed Thrushes. On the same date, the first Grey-faced
Buzzard of the spring was seen at Lei Yue Mun and there
were reports of a Black-winged Kite at Mai Po (DAD)
and a singing Lesser Shortwing and Huinan Blue
Flycatcher at Tai Po Kon (GIC, RWL),

Evidence of passage during 22nd-23rd was provided by
reports of a Pale Thrush at Penfold Park, two Oriental
Plovers at Chek Lap Kok (GJC). a Japanese
Sparrowhawk near Tai Po Kaw and an Oriental Cuckoo,

k2

u Ruddy Sparrow and a Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler at
Lok Ma Chau.

High tides at the end of the month created ideal
conditions for gull-watching in Deep Bay, and a Little
Gull was found in front of the Mai Po boardwalk on
24th (YYT), only the second ever for Hong Kong. Three
days Iater, an adult Vega Gull and two other gulls,
thought to be Steppe Gulls, potentially the first for Hong
Kong, were present (MLC).

Following sightings of 30 Grey-faced Buzzards off North
Lantau and a Blyth’s Leal Warbler at Tai O on 25th and
a Ferruginous Flycatcher at Po Tod the next day, the final
noteworthy reports of the month were all from the Sai
Kung arca on 27th and included a Siberian Thrush and
Black-naped Monarch a1 Yung Shue O and a Brown-
headed Thrush and Brown Fish Owl near Puk Sha O
(JA).

Apﬂ[ T T T T
Though somewhat drier and hotter than wsual, the
month was Tull of interest and produced two periods,
2nd-5th and 15th-17th, when birding possibilities seemed
almost unlimited. Among the highlights were a
Temminck's Cormorant at Po Toi, potentially a Hong
Kong first, unprecedentedly large numbers of Spoon-
billed Sandpipers and Streaked Shearwaters, three species
of skua off Po Toi and a fine passage of flycatchers,
especially at Po Toi and Ng Tung Chai.

The month opened with a Silver-backed Needletail at
Mai Po and a Siberian Blue Robin (YYT), the first of ut
least three, and a Ferrugi Flycatcher at Kowl
Park.

Birds noted at Po Toi on 2nd included a Crested Honey
Buzzard, three Grey-faced Buzzards, a Siberian Blue
Robin {often an indicator of good migration), o femalke
G backed Fl h ially only the third
Hong Kong record, a Brown-breasted Flycatcher, also a
potential third record, and single Ferruginous, Mugimaki
and MNarcissus Flycaichers (KJ, GH). Reports elsewhere
included a  singing Hodgson's Hawk Cuckoo
{subsequently noted throughout the month) at Ng Tung
Chai (EMSK), a Grey-faced Burzard at Mong Tseng. a
Tate Greater Spotted Eagle and a Saunders’s Gull bearing
a Linoning keg-flag at Mai Po and two singing Red-tailed
Robins, two Blue-and-white Flycatchers and a Japanese
Flycatcher at Tai Po Kau.

A return visit to Po Toi on 3rd found most of the birds of
the previous day, most notably the Green-backed
Flycatcher, and also two Brown Hawk Owls (GT,
P&MW). Meanwhile at Mai Po, no fewer than 13 Spoon-
billed Sandpipers were counted on the scrape (YYT),




compared 1o @ previous highest count of five, Maliyan
Night Herons were again noted ncar Fanling Golf
Course, and five Ashy Minivets and three Red-tailed
Robins were present at Lamma (GS).

The 4th brought reports of a Narcssus Flycatcher at
Lamma and a Grey-faced Buzzard, o Red-tailed Robin,
four Pale Thrushes and a White's Thrush st Mount
Austin,

On 5th, coverage of Ng Tung Chai turned up a fine series
of passerines, including single Siberian Blue and Red-
tailed Robins, a singing Lesser Shortwing, a male
Siberian Thrush, three Blue-and-white Flvcatchers, single
Narcissus, Ferruginous and Hainan Blue Flycatchers and
a Chestnut Bunting (EMSK, RWL), all in the lower
section between the village and the first waterfall, whilst,
in i repeat of events in mid March, a flock of 30 Jupanese
Grosheaks was again seen in a large tree below the village
(D). Elsewhere, there were reports of single Blue-and-
white and Narcissus Flycatchers st Tai Po Kau and
Ngong Ping, and also a Chinese Blue Flycatcher at the
Iutter site, 1 White’s Thrush at Tai Po Kau Headland, 10
Grey-faced Buzzards and a Japanese Flycatcher at Dong
Ping Chau and an estimated 1500 Red-necked
Phalaropes from the ferry (MDW), two late Bright-
capped Cisticolas at Kuk Po and a Blue-throated Barbet
{Cat E) at Mui Tsz Lam (JA).

Siberiun Thrushes, seven Mountuin Tailorbirds (a new
Tigh count), a Hainan Blue Flycatcher and two rather
late Japanese Paradise Flycatchers at Ng Tung Chai
(EMSK). a White's Thrush and single Narcissus,
Mugimaki and Hainan Blue Flycatchers at Po Toi (GIC)
and the first Blue-tailed Bee-caters of the spring.

April 17th is a day that will live Tong in the memory of a
Tucky group of HKBWS members who lound themselves
on a chartere d boat to Po Toi. A good swell after several
days of easterlies saw at least 50 Streaked Shearwaters
sitting on the sea in scattered rafts of five to eight birds,
MNearly all previows records of this rarity have been
typhoon-related and involved just one or two birds, Also
present were three skuas species - 20 Long-tailed, two
Pomarine, both species rare, and three Arctic. only the
second record for Hong Kong. On rocks in Po Toi's
small harbour was an odd-looking cormorant, which
photographs indicated were a Temminck's Cormorant -
an unexpected addition to the Hong Kong list that
remained until 22nd. On Po Toi itself were cight species
of fvcatcher - Asian Brown. Ferruginous, Narcissus,
Mugimaki, Blue-and-white, Hainan Blue, Asian Paradise
and Japanese Paradise,

Elsewhere on 17th, a Hodgson's Hawk Cuckoo, the third

of the spring, was heard at Pak Sha O and a Little
\\Inunhn:l seen at Mai Po. The fatter remained until 25th.

Ashy Minivers, robins, thrushes, warblers and fi h
continued 1o be reported from widespread sites until
about mid month, albeit intermittently amd in small
numbers, Passerine migrants were hard to find at Po Toi
on 9th, though a Skaty-breasted Rail was a surprise there.
Al Mai Po, up to three Spoon-billed Sundpipers, and
seven Nordmann's Greenshanks were noted during the
same period, and a Pectoral Sandpiper was seen during
10th-16th (YYT) and possibly a second individual on
26th.

The first Indian Cuckoo of the year wis noted at Lamma
on Tth (GS) and a Hodgson's Hawk Cuckoo was heard
at Tai Po Kau on Sth (MDW). At Ma Tso Lung, the first
Chestnut Bittern and first Japanese Yellow Bunting of
the spring were found on 10th (YYT), with further
reports of the latter at Kam Tin on 13th and near Mai Po
on 16th. Two Bright<capped Cisticolas at Sha Lo Tung
on 10th were the latest ever. Following a Himakiyan
Swiftlet at Kam Tin on 13th (JA), a Chestnut-cheeked
Starling was seen near Mai Po the next day.

On 15th, a Water Rail was found at Long Valley sharing
a pond with a Baillon’s and two Ruddy-breasted Crakes
{JA, SL. YHK) and there were reports of four Chinese
Goshawks and a Japanese Sparrowhawk at Po Toi and
un Oriental Cuckoo at Ping Kong (K1)

Reports on 16th included a Lesser Shortwing, two

q reports prised two at Kam Tin during
19th-23rd, four at Chek Lap Kok on 26th and onc at
Penfold Park during 26th-28th

Further boat trips to Po Toi wrned up a Ferruginous
Flycatcher on 21st and 22nd, the latest ever by about
week, six Greater Crested Terns on 21st, another Long-
tailed Skua on 23rd, an unidentified Red headed / Bluck-
Ieaded Bunting on 24th and 30 Chinese Goshawks on
2Tth.

In a very good passage of Blue-tailed Bece-eaters, the first
of the spring were 24 at Palm Springs (just west of Mai
Po) and a further five at Luk Keng on [6th.
Subsequently, there were 10 at Mai Po on 17th, 24 there
on 19th, 16 at Ping Kong on 26th, 18 at Po Toi on 27th,
six at Mai Po on 28th and finally two there on 3th, The
counts of 24 on both 16th and 19th suggest that the same
flock remained in the Mai Po area over several days.

Other notable reports included 250 Chinese Bulbuls at
Lammu on 18th (GS), a Pechora Pipit of the taxon
mienzhieri trapped at Mai Po on 1%th (PJL), a Siberian
Thrush at Ng Tung Chai on 20th and a Black Bitern at
Mai Po on 27th.

Finally, a recently-fledged Rufous-capped Babbler was
seen at N Tung Chai on 30th, indicating the relatively
carly nesting of this babbler, 'V
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6 Aug (5a)

Leader / Speaker
CHEN Chi o
NG Yan Nar
Crested Balbul Club Leader

‘Activity | Detalls

Hoag Kang Zoology & Botamical Gardens *%
08:30  Hong Keng Bank Main Branch (a0
Lion exin)

Time
08301100

10 Aug (Wedh

Formess FONG

ot Mesting <Onwting Leader Training
Warkshop>

Room 1101, Hong Kong Scout Centre, Scout
Path. Austin Rel. Kowloon
{Limired s Quining Leader, Free of Charge)

1900 < 2030

17 Aug (Wed)

Fomest FONG

Indoor Moeting <China & Oversen Rird
Watchisg Trip Reports>
Room 02, Hoag Kang Scout Centre, Seout Path,
Astin Rl Kowloon

(HKSIE mermber, HKS30 non-member s

1900 - 20

21 Aug {Sum)

Formest FONG

Small Groap Activities: Mai Po (Boardwalky
{Limsited t 6 membery culy. Menibers showld
tiave Mai Po Marsle Enrey Permir & FCA Permit.
Pleate reserve place by email (o

membershipgi htdw s ong. ki

07:30 - 1 2000

XX

24 Aug (Wad)

NG Cho Nam

Induer Mecting <Habitats and Comservation
Work in Hong Kong=

Room 1101, Hong Kong Scout Centre, Scout
Path, Austin Rd, Kowloon

(HES 10 member, HKS2 pos-mesberi

1900 - 203y

4 Sept (Sun)

Cary CHOW
Robin FUNG

Mal P EE

0800 Kenwloon Tong MTR
Station (Kent Road exit) OR

0900 Mai Po carpark, couch
leaves at 15:00 and back 1
Kowloon Tong ot 1600

00 - 16:00

7 Sept (Wed)

CHEUNG Ho Fai

Indoor Meetiog <The Amtumn Migrant in
Hoay Kong>

Raoom 1113, Hoog Kong Scout Centre,
Soout Path, Austin R, Kowloon

iMembser S0, Nove-sembrer $30)

1900 - 2030

10 Sept (Sat)

HON So
WONG Chin Sh
Cressed Falbal Club Leader

Aberdecn Reservoir "
0800 MTR Ceneral Station Exit B (Hang
Seng Bank)

0800 = 12:00

11 Sept (Sun)

Mike TURNBULL
Aukic AU

Boat Trip: Po Toi & Lamma Channel

UK Aberdecn Public Pier (neas Ocean
Court)

TG0 back 10 Abenbeen Pusilic E
o3 =

Mermber $150, Non-member S0}

CRAN — |60

24 Sept (San)

LI'Wai Ki

Small Group Activities: Tai o Kan
{Limiredd 1 4 members amly. Plese reserve plate
b et 1 nvesbershipa .o g Bk

08:000 — 1 200

XX

25 Sepe (Sun)

CHEUNG Ho Fai

Tai Mo Shan
D800 Tauen Wan MTR Statson “lang Seng
Bank

0800 - 12:00

XX




— : T 5 —
I8 Sept (Wed) YU Yot Tung Indoor Meeting 'CIEIIFM e Ihmﬁ 19:00 — 20330
Room 1113, Heng Kong Scout Cenre, Scout
Path, Austin Rd, Kowloon
(HKESI0 member, HKS30 non-member )
Ot (Sa) HO Wai Clam Small Group Activities: Fong Yoen & 0800 -~ 15:00
Sha Lo Tung
{Limmited oo 8 mewabers anly, Please reserve pace
by email t memsbership@ ks, org A )
WONG Lai Yoo Tsim Bel Teui #* | (8:30-1300 XX
CHAN Man Cheung. 08:30  Yuen Long Hang Heung Cake Shop
Crested Bulbul Chub Leader (et LT T Ty Road sty i
% Oxt {San) Peter WONG Baat Trip: Po Tol & Lamma Channel D0 — 16 XXX
Michelle KONG 0800 Abenieen Public Pier (ncas Ocean
Ciouth
1600 back o Aberdoen Public am
Pier
iMember $150, Non-menher $200)
15 Ocn {Saly Mike KILEURN Small Group Activitics: Ng Tusg Chai 0730-1200 § XX
Jone Alberio CHEUNG {Limited to 4 members anly. Please reserve place
vt f e shipgd fukbcs. ng bt i
16 Ot {San) Forress FONG Small Group Activithes: Mai Pa | 07:30-1200 XX
(Lisited 10 & members only, Members should
have i Po Marsk Emry Perndt & FCA Permis.
Pleuse reserve place by email fo
macmbershipg hkdm:s s k)
19 Ot i Wed) Forrest FONG Indoor Mecting <China & Oversea Bind 19500 — 3030
Watchimg Trip Reports>
Room 1113, Hong Kong Scout Centre. Scout
Path, Austin Rd. Kowloon
(HES10 member, HKS30 non-member)
22 Ot (Sath Apache LAU Small Group Activithes: M. Davis 1500 = 1700 - <
{Limited to & members only. Please reserve place
By el b0 membershipgihibws arg ik}
23.0¢t (Sun) WONG Hok S Nam Saeg Wai & Sha Po 0800 — 13:00 XXX
Forrest FONG 0800 West Rail Yien Long Station (7-11
Convenience Sore)
29 0t (Salp HO Wai Chun Small Group Activithes: Sha Tin Pass A0 - 1100 XX
{Limiteid too 4 members only. Please reserve place
by el v mvemehershipg ki arg k|
30 Ot {Sun) TAM Yiu Leung Laong Valley 00 = 12400 X
LUK Chun Pan 07:4%5  KCR Sheung Shui Seation Taxi stand

#% Crested Bulbul Club Activity -

These activities are lead b;cldufly mmlemlcrpmm members are
the famil

welcome to oin with elderty members

T

urungcmml

[l




Booking Note

MNotel Priority is given to members of the Society. The "X’ rating conveys the degree of difficulty in each outing in terms of secing the

Biireks, Members are of course more than websome 1o attend any event. Please show your membership card when joining the activities.

* Members who use the Society coach to Mai Po must confirm their attendance by returning the booking slip with payment. Those
wsing their own transport please also send in thear booking slips to the Mai Po tour coordinator — this is important because the
maximum number of members who can attend the outing is 30, as set by the AFCD permit. Failure to do so may result in being
refised pocess 1o the reserve.

+ According to the requirement of the Hong Kong Police and the il Fisheries and C ion [y
for the Mai Po activities should provade their full names and Hong Kong 1D No. 1o register for access to ihc Flontlcl ('Iowd Arm
and Mai Po Marshes.

* If their applications for joining Mai Po/boat trips are not accepted, applicants will be notified by phone or by e-mail a1 least one
week before the outing.

Non-members joining Mai Po trips will have to pay the coach fare imespective of whether they make use of the coach.

Payment to the Socicty may be made in two ways: by relurning the anendance slip with a cheque in English made out to the “The
Hong Kong Bird Watching Society Lid”

For all outdoor activities please bring food and drmks, approp i t and sun 1} it botion if needod!
Activity Booking Slip
» Mai Po Trip
1 wish to reserve placesfor ______ L o the following Mai Po tour |
* [J 45p ber of ing the coach is .
8] x dent member [ x ber *

&  Non-members joining Mai Po trips will have to pay the eoach fare irrespective afl whether they muake use of the conch,
Members not using the coach do mot need 1o pay coach fare.

Plocite il hexher i i) Rive 7 i ding the Mai Po Guaring.
Mai Po Marshes Eniry Permit: 0 Yes O No Frontier Closed Area Permit: 0 Y& O No
i full name HEK LD. No.

[ df mere than ome attendance, please add paper to fill in the i ion af the other "

» Boat Trip
1 wish to reserve places for the following boat trip (HKS1 HES200/n it
® [J 118eptiSun): Poi Toi and Lamma Channel b d
* [0 9Oct{Sun) : PoiToiand Lamma Channel { b

Chegt HKS (Payable 1o Th Lad)y

Name : Contact No. ;.

Address

Date: Signature :

Nare: Please send this application iogether with crossed chegar by mail to The Hong Kong Bivd Watcking Sociery Lid, 1612 Beverley Commercial
Centre, £7.105 Chatham Road South, TST, Kwloon, Hong Keng
Awmmmhmmkm ruvwrhbdbud\r&kqf.lhmm Lare applicasions will avly be acceped if places are aviilahe.

- MHHWE

<Please email this reply dip bo membership ks ong bk >
Small Group Activities {For members only)

'wish to reserve, places for members for the Small Group Activities to be held on -
at MNames): _
Nao,: Contact No [ Mobile) : —




HALE-FI®
Yallow-cheeked Tit - Lee Yuk Ying

—RmE (i)
White-aye — Joe Yip { King's Park)

400mm + 12mm Extonsion tube IS0800
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