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A.ﬁ with evervthing else in the world, the Society has been changing, For the first
time in our Society history, our membership number has exceeded 800, It seems
having 1000 members is not a distant dream any more. The society is also moving
towards having more paid staff members. We now have two permanent staff, and
depending on our project needs, it is not unlikely that we may have three or more
permanent staff in the near future. On that, [ think we should not forget that
HKBWS is a volunteer-based society. The main driving force for the growth
comes from the participation of our members. Fortunately, we continue to have
dedicated “Executive Council” members to take the lead. One other important
direction in our society is our IT structure. The webpage has been a great success,
and it has grown to a stage that requires better support. In the future it will
become more important as a link between our society, members and the rest of

Hong Kong.

HKBWS is now working more closely to promote bird watching and conservation

in Mainland China. As part of a partnership programme with Birdlife

Imternational, we now have Ms Ca Ma working full-time as a China

Programme Officer. Our strategy is to reinforce bird watching societies and
hirdwatchers in China. In the end, we would like to see many strong partness
there, To me and to many people, this is one of the most important tasks of
HKBWS in the near furure.

HEKBWS is proud to be a volunteer socicty doing a vasiety of scientific and
conservation work in a professional way. We have educators, information

tec] | h

warkers, counselors, politicians, all types of people coming together working
constructively, This is the most valuable treasure of the society, Think about it

scientists, f lawyers, doctors, social

when you consider not renewing your membership in the future, When you
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0' renew vour membership in 2006, can you tell us your dreams for the society? If
Fiks you have a good dream, you should come to work together with us to achieve it.

Let the society work on the most valuable dreams that our members have,

~ Cheung Ho Fai ~

Chairman's word < <<<<< <<
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Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting of Hong Kong Bird

Watching Society wis held at T:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 4

October 2005 at the Conference Hall, Hong Kong
Observatory. | 34A Nathan Road, Kowloon,

Record Membership Numbers

According 1o our data on 12 September 2005, there are
#14 members. This number s also u new record for
HEKBWS! We hope that there will be more people 1o

Join us.

Office Equipment

To maintain a sustainable future for the office, we
would be grateful it members could look out for and
denate second-hand equipment and stationery as
follows ;-

Equipment: LCD monitor (several), notebook
. electric fan. digital

[ Please contact Mr Lo at 23774387 if you can assist.

HKBWS IT Facilities

Parts of the IT facilities of HKBWS Office are quite
outdated; some of them are not functioning well. The
Society plans to improve some of the facilities and the
internet service. If you have any suggestion or can
provide any volunteer techmical support to us, please
contact  Forrest  FONG  through  email
(Mewlorrest@yahoo.com.hk).

The Society s grateful to the lollowing sponsors and

donors:

* The “International Syrmposium on Black-faced Spoonbil” is
sponsored by The Croucher Foundation, Environment
and C Fund, and
Campaign Committes.

* “Colours on Wings - Hong Keng Wild Bird Photo Contest
2005° is sponsored by The Hong Kong Jockey Club
Charities Trust.

* Canen Hongh pany Limited sp the
publication of the “Episodes of Birds” DVD, and donated a
printer and a scanner to the Society .

= Swarovski Hong Kong has lent 2 sets of high-guality
fialdscopes and 6 pairs of binoculars 1o the Society 1o
il ot
* The following members generously contributed 1o the
“Tap Mun Temn Festival™ Mr CHENG Wai-chung, Mr
Andrew Hardacre, Mr MAN Kuen-yat, Mr YIU Kwok-
kuen, Ms YUEN Wai-man, Mr HUNG Lal-yung. Mr
Richard Lewthwaite, Mr PANG Chi-wah, Ms. Ada
CHOW, Ms. LU Wei, Mr. KWONG Koon-wan &
Ms.CHAN Mei-wan, Ms. WENG Lien-fen & Mr LAM Po-
hing, Mr WONG Lok-hang, Mr CHAN Ka-keung. The
total amount is $11.300.-
Mr Henry LUl has donated 10 coples of his book
“Birdwatching in the Big City” to the Society for reference
of guiding activities in urban parks.
* Hong Kong Discovery has donated a set of 6 field guides
o the Saciety.
Several members have donated papers and other
stationery to the HKBWS Office,

New edition of “The Birds of Hong Kong and
South China™

The new edition of “The
Birds of Hong Kong and
South  China™ (English
version) has been published
in July 20035, Cost HKS158
member can get discount
price a1 HK$135 through the
Society, If you are interest- o

ed. please contact the staff
of HKBWS Office (membershipihkbws.org.hk), ™




~ Lo Wai Yan / Alan Chan [ Captain Wang PROJECTS

A Research Projects

Asia Division, Agriculture, Fisheries & Conservation Department,

The Croucher Foundation, Environment and Conservation Fund, Environmental Campaign

Ohrganiser: Hong Kum: Bird W
Supporting BirdLife Internationa
Organizations: ~ WWFiHong Kong) and Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden
Sponsorcd by:
Commitiee
Date: 16-18 Jan 2006
Introduction: To ensure the long-term future of globally thre:

ned Black-faced Spoonbills and their habitat,

the Society will organize an international symposium in Jan 2006. The highlight of the

symposium will be a discussion platform to review e
efforts and to streamline conservation efforts 1o prot
Tabitas. We also hope to discuss an action plan for the conservation of the BE
invited from N. Korea. 8. Korea, Jupan, M

Kong.

Research Groups

1. Swallows and Swifts Group

You may remember the story about a swallow nest in

Sok Kwu Wan Pier, Lamma Island (please sec the

column  “Swallows and Swifts” in BBS). Although the

kind-hearted stafl of the ferry company have saved two
swallows. that time, there are still nests being damaged
because of people’ s ignorance. In order to provide
more knowledge to the general public about the
conservation of swallow and their nests, we will organise

a few activities in the coming months, such as producing

poster (collaborate with LCSD) and leaflet, as well as the

conducting of swallow survey. Your support and

participation in this volunteer work can make a

dilference. Please contact Mr Apache Lau or our Project

Manager WY Lo now.

1L Egret Research Group — Captain Wong

1) Two papers about the egret nesting population in
Hainan, and an overview of the local egret nesting
population trend between 1989 and 2004 were
accepted by a journal, Waterbirds, earlier this year.

2) As in previous years, the summer nesl count was
conducted by ERG between April and June. The
preliminary result showed that the population
remains high at around 950 nests, Two volunteers,
‘Kwok Jai and Louis Fung, helped 1o conduct counts
in some colonies.

3) Using typical intemnet scarch engines, ERG is trying

ng information, to strengthen research
this species and their natural wetland
aperts will be
and China, Taiwan, Maczo, Yictnam and Hong

10 locate possible nesting colonies in China. This
rescarch is considered the first stage and follow-up
work like verifving the locations and nesting species
with local birdwatching groups s expected in the
subsequent stages.

4) A new member, Dr Louis FUNG Chi-lui, joined
ERG in August. He is currently a supervisor in
KFBG andha!nchapmmm Imnngmtcrburd.x
like Black-fi bills and egrets. in cay

111, Kite Research Group

1) During the kite count in Augusi, our group carried
oul 4 special count at a new site near the regular kite
count site at Stonecutters Island. The site has a better
view of Stonecutters Island with a higher count than
the regular site. Kite counting in all 3 sites will be
carried out when manpower is sufficient. We would
like to thank Mr Arthur YAU for offering us the new
phace.

2) The result for the kite count as below:

Date Mo, of Night Rocsting N of Night Roosting
Kite at Stonecutters isiand  Kite at Magazine Gap
(Snapshat Count) (Snapshaot Count)
S5 az ]
an 2 <]
148 125 102
1V.Tern Research Group
With ge fonations and help from

volunteer members, the first Tap Mun Tern Festival was



successfully held this summer, Major events were:
Reprint of the Tem Bookdet, with sponsorship from
Swarovski Hong Kong Limited

Launch of the website Tems of Hong Kong (in Chinese)
Roadshows on tems at KCR stations, Ma Liu Shi Pier and

*  TapMun Pier
*  Four semi tems. th ¥
and one open to the public

Two tem-watching fours o Mirs Bay in July, with aver 140

participants
*  Participation in the Tern Conservation Day organized by the

Tai Po Environmental Asscciation
We would like to express our thanks to members for their
great contributions, particularly elderly members from
the Crested Bulbul Club, who ran all the road shows.
Weekly tern surveys were carried out at Mirs Bay as in
previous years. Two survey trips were also made to
southeastern waters on 12 June and 22 July.
Bridled Terns continued to breed at Tern Island this
summer. Count figures were lower than those of the
previous year, despite the fact that the amount of
disturbance was less. In late May/early June Black-naped
Terns abandoned the breeding site at Kung Chau after
weeks of continuous heavy rain. They appeared to have
relocated 1o two rocky islands, one near Double Haven
and the other to the cast of Sai Kung Roscate Terns
were found only on occasion and no breeding was noted.

B. Education, Publicity and
Publications

Closing Ceremony of “The Elderly lead the
Elderly to Watch Birds (Healthy Ageing
Project)” and the “2nd Anniversary of the
Crested Bulbul Club”

Sponsored by the Elderly Commission and the Hong
Kong Jockey Club, the Healthy Ageing Project has come
to an end. 1t was the continuation of the “Healthy Ageing
Project Phrase 1” begun in 2001, The aim was 1o promote
bird watching to the elderly by the elderly, including
giving talks and conducting site visits. In order 1o achieve
the project goals, the Birdwatching Society trained up
about 60 elderly potential bird trip leaders during the
past 2 years. HKBWS also provided services 1o 123
elderly centres and other organizations during the same
period, reaching out to about 14,000 people. The formul
closing ceremony was held on 25 August officiated by
Mr. WAN Man-yee, JP, Chairman of the Community
Partnership Cs of the Elderly Ci issi

A party was also organized to celebrate the 2nd
Anniversary of the Crested Bulbul Club. About 100
members attended.

The end of the “Healthy Ageing Project™ DOES NOT
MEAN the end of the Crested Bulbul Club or the e of
HKBWS pronwtion of bird watching with the elderly. The
Saclety is firmly committed to the future of these activities.

Meeting Point for Early Morning Bird
mnmm&mm

— No, of participants in Hong Kong Park during Jan to
August 2005 246
No, of participants in Kowloon Park during Jan to
August 2005: 349
New Column in BBS and New Logo for the
Crested Bulbul Club
To wid communication among
members of the club, there is u new
column in the Bulletin Board
Section of the website, Members
are welcome 1o browse and make
comments,
A new “CBC” logo has been drawn
by HO Wing Fai. Many thanks also
1o Hendrix TO for providing the
photo.

Bird watching guiding services and

training activities

) I6/7 Talks & practice in Lady MacLehose Holiday
Camp (by Robin Fung)

) 24/7 Guiding tour to the Tai Po Tern Conservation
Day organised by Tai Po Environmental Association
(by HF Cheung and Alan Chan)

) 5/8 Talk and outing for about 15 Greening Volunteers
of the Hong Kong Park (outing assisted by Crested
Bulbul Club)

4) Jul - Aug Bird watching course for Caritas Kwun

Tong Elderly Centre {by Crested Bulbul Club)
5) 21/8 Eco-tour guide training for Green Peng Chau
Association. (by Robin Fung)

New Publications “Bird Lifeand
Behaviour” and “Episodes of Birds” (DVD)
The book “Bird Life and Behaviour™

[

includes 40
trt



interesting and informative stories of bird lives and
behaviour happening in Hong Kong. It is the first local
popular science book 1o combine photography with bird
ecology.

isodes of Birds™ by MAN Chup-ming, is 0 DVD
ring video of 65 species taken in Hong Kong. Other
than the shooting. Mr. M also edited the material
and wrote the script. Interesting themes such as elegant
posture, feeding, nesting and flying are included. The
production of this DVD has been sponsored by Canon
Hongkong Co. Lid.

Colours on Wings - Hong Kong Wild Bird
Photo Contest 2005/9/9

Date: Okct 2005 - Mar 2006

Spomsored by: The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities
Trust

Contents: * Wild Bird Photo Contest (please refer

1o our website and con sublicity

materials in due course for the details
of the contest)

* Talks and workshops

* Exhibition of the winning photos

* Publishing of booklets

The following informative leaflets are available to

members [ree of chirge:

1) Bird Watching - Nature is our teacher (includes 36
commaon bird species) (Chinese only)

2) Long Valley — A Living Classroom (includes 36 bird
species found in LV) (bilingual)

3) Get close to Mature, Get to know Hong Kong
(introduces a few common birds in detail) (Chinese
only)

4) Birds in the City(Chinese only)

5) Black-faced Spoonbill (bilingual)

) and Migratory Birds {bili

Please send the HKBWS office a return envelope with

stamp, and indicate the number of leaflets you require

(i.e. 1 to 6). Postage as follows:

* 1piece-§14

* 2pieces-52.2

+ 306 pieces-$3.0

(pleass contact us to confirm the postage first if you

request more thun 6 leaflets), &/

a

In the last couple of months the Government, and
and the

umber

in particular the Planning Depar

Town Planning Board have intro

of new administ res 1o control
on rural land. This

rious ciuses of degra

ive me

25 been one of the
on of impo
wetlind habitats for the last few years, The best-
known example is the Kam Tin Buffalo F
an important site for a range of freshwater
wetland speciafists including Greater Painted-
snipe, and it 1 the only regular wintering site for
Girey-headed Lapwing in Hong Kong

dumipi
maost 5

s

T the past it was very difficult for the Government
to prosecute those who dumped soil on
and because the dumping itsell was

agriculiur:
not illegal. However, following amendments 1o
the Town Planning Ordinance, anyone wishing to
dump soil on land designated as “A
must demanstrate th 50 for a genuine
pricultural purpose. In practice this means they
only deposit soil to a depth of 1.5 metres.

r ericulture”

update ...

istands m pei the spoil o create
scrape’. This has been
pe original islands were 100 large
wsses would quickly
cover them, making them not useful for binds to roost
@ the g
been an option to deal with the situation but this
disturhance 10 the birds on the

smaller islands

necessary because

and tall so ths ow over and

on. Cut

sses on i regular basis could have

wouhd beid 1o a o

pe’. Suller and lower islands would provide

1 fior roosting birds and the resubs of the

carthmoving works over the past few years has shown




= Mika Kilburn, Chairman, Conservalion Commities

In the past all sorts on construction and demolition
waste was also dumped. Since it would be impossible 10
grow sort of crop on such “soil” such dumping is
now illegal, and the dumper can be forced to remove the
soil and restore the site. AFCD will work closely with
Planning Department to assess cases of dumping to
determine their kegitimacy, and 10 assist in prosecutions
where approprin

ny cases dumping occurs so that the landowner
ners, vehicles

In m
cun use his site for open storage of con,
or construction materials. It used to be possible for an
owner 1o avoid prosecution by applying for permits to
open storage. Now, any site used for
unauthorised open storage is subject to enforcement
action from the Planning Department, and cannol avoid

i i cond by making
these appli . which often took several years 1o
process and gave the owner plenty of opportunity to
collect storage rents in the meantime!

carry out

While this will not directly stop dumping, it removes
one of the commonest incentives for the dumpers. This
i also impao t as the introduction of the Landfill
charge has created a new incentive for unscrupulous

this te be true for the newly created islands.

This autumn, gei wai 16717 will be drained again for
the last se1 of hmoving works to reduce the height
of Island No. 1 on the landward side of the *Scrape’.
At the same time, work will be carried out 1o remove
the carpet of grasses along the side the “Scrape’ by the
dirt access road, that have been growing into ‘Scrape”
and covering the areas of mud and open water used by
waterbirds. This work will begin in September and
finish by the end of October in time for the al of
the wintering birds,

After these works b
no plans o carry oul

been completed, then there an
maore work on the ‘Scrape’

in the coming years

Grasscutting in Ponds 20 and 24 -« +-------

Regular cutting of the grasses along the bunds of Ponds
20 and 24 will be continuing until October to create a
Tabital that can be used by roosting waterbirds in winter
but also, a place where the wintering Wigeon can graze
on shor grasses

contractors to dump their waste away from the landfills.

HEBWS has also been consulted on two other Planning
Department in; one intended 1o control the
location of open slorage moving them away
from sensitive habitats 1o less sensitive sites, and the
other to move unautherised mdustrial bulldings to less
sensitive locations.

iatives

While it has taken a great deal of time to see these
ust first prove thist

changes come 1o ruition, ¥
can be successfully implemented before any genuine
success can be claimed. However, the close co-ope:
and consultation between the Planning Depariment and
the environmen: rroups, has been one of the quiet
successes of the last couple of years and has created a
solid foundation for further co-operation to protect our
natural habitats

on

Look forward, the issue of dumping is by no means
resolved. There will no doubt be more cases of dumping,
even in August this year dumping continued 1o affect
the Kam Tin Buffulo Fields. Members who observe
dumping in the rural NT should immediately contact
cither the HKBWS office. Mike Kilburn (6221 2984) so
that the appropriate authorities can take action, ™

Removing mangrove seedlings from the Deep
Bay mudflats <<« ccvvveiias ST e

Removal of the mangrove seedlings on the Deep B
mudflats in front of the floating birdwatching hides, will
be carried out from September and completed by the end
of October before the arrival of the wintering waterbirds.
This work is so that we can maintain an open area of
mudflat where the birds on the mudflat can roost and
fieed, and will also allow visitors to the birdwatching hides
unobstructed views of the birds on the mudflar.

This work, however, is getting harder each vear with the
mudflat accreting each year due 1o the silt that is setiling
on the top. This causes the mudilat to becorme higher and
drier, making it more suitable for mangroves seedlings 1o
establish as well as grasses to grow, IF this work was not
ied out, then the mudflar would quickly become
covered by mangroves and the mudflat where the birds
roost and feed would be lost

If yeu have any questions about Suse works, then please don't

hesiate 10 ask ary WWF staff members at Mai Po. You can contact

us by telephone (2471-6306) or by e-mad (lyoungEwad crg i) w
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The following is my diary to share with birding friends.

2 July: Return to Altai

Thisis an cmung day for us, Wcﬂm into Urumaqi { %

¥} from Shenzhen, then diately to
Altay city (#/#5% 1), During the trip to Altai, the low
altitude of the plane allowed us wonderlul close-up
views of the scenery of the Gobi Desert, Fuhai lm'ﬂj
Lake Ulungur Hu (53 % #) and Lake Jii Hu (¢ i,
Jililyuzi), the River EviixHe (SUR M NE) and the Alay
Mountains.

Alai sirport is located on National Road #216 (12km
milestone), about 10 km from the luke where we saw
Little Gull fast year (milestone 23km, N4T"38°56.6"
ERS200°58.3", 659m). We tried there again. The luke was
flooded after heavy rainfall, and the two pavilions were
submerged in water, leaving only the red roofs visible
above the surface. This time there were no Little Gulls,
but we did find breeding Black-headed Gulls and
Common Terns instead, and watched the adults
attacking an intruding Common Kestrel in defence of
their chicks. There were also large flocks of Ruddy
Shelduck, Redshank, Pallas’s Gull and Yellow-legged
Gull resting on a small iskand in the middle of the lake,
and on the opposite side were small groups of Little-
ringed Plovers and a Grey Heron.

As we traveled south towards Beitun (f£4) we found
good numbers of White-winged Black Tems breeding
close to the road. Some of them were carrying food
which they took Lo their nests hidden in the reedbeds,
with some even flying right over us on the road.

Pm\'mc P

.

This was our second Irip b Xinfiang, coming scon after
our frst visit B35t Septembar (see winler 2004 kssue
Bullein No 19 pp 13 ~ 23). We again covered a large
area of the province, bul this time despile stating in
Ahay, (ER%), along the castem frings of the Gobi
Desert, whera it borders Mangoka, we spent most of
our time in the south, crossing the middle of the
Taklimakan Desert (S %H%FM) before folowing
the southern Sik Road along the borders of Cinghai,
Tibet and Pakistan, and finishing at Kashi (Tt
Kaxgar), We exparianced axtromely hot cesert weathes,
and the contrastingly cool pasis air from oasis in
deserts, as well as the coldness under the shadaw of
stiow-capped mountgins.

3 Jul ly: Bertun and Fuhai

Beitun is a well-developed county with the River Etrix He
flowing along its edge. At 6:00am in the early moring,
there were no other people excepl us in the street, We
visited woodland adjacent to a river. Al the entrance
there were Gremt Tits feeding chicks. and a Common
Starling bringing fvod 1o its nest hole in a tree. Inside the
woodland were some active groups of Bluethroats, a
Mistle Thrush, a White-backed Woodpecker, some
Eurasian € hs. Blyth's Reed Wi 5 and Sedpe
Warblers.

We continued along National Road # 318, Poplar
plantations line both sides of the road, and behind was a
patchwork of small pieces of farmland and semi-desert,
where we found breeding flocks of Rosy Starlings and a
Gireat Cirey Shrike.

Lake Jili Hu in Fuhai county (i, Buruhokay Xian)
(N46°59"25.6" EST*21°23.27, 483m), held breeding Red-
crested Pochard, Black-headed Gull, Common Terms
and other waterbirds, Again, the birds appeared very
alert, and the Common Terns in particular reacted
aggresively when we approuched the lake, We also found
Western Marsh Harrier, Great Reed Warbler, Paddyfield
Warbler and Bearded Parrotbill in the reedbeds around
the lake.

In the afternoon, we travelled along National Road #216
towards the Qinghe River (1 #/ % 10 7, Qinggil Xian)
which runs through the Altai Mountains on the border of
China and Mongolia. Construction sites could be lound
in most of the road sections, The construction work had



Jeft small “walls™ of stones on both sides of the road,
which had become a favorite breeding sites for good
numbers of Rosy Starlings. The starlings kept busy
chasing away the Black Kites and Long-tailed Buzrards
that were after their chicks,

It took 5 hours 1o complete a 170km stretch of road.
Near CQinghe, the habitut changes significantly from gobi
{stone desert) to grassland. We found more stones piled
up to a height of 0.5 metres. Our driver told us that the
stone piles were used 1o attract mptors to control the
population of rats.

+ Julﬂ: A!ongthc China-
Mongo[ia boarder

In the early morning, we spent a few hours time in
Qinghe's Hualin Park (7R # L E) (N46°41'07.5"
E90°21"14.47, 1230m), a breeding site for Common
Rosefinch, Spotted  Flycal Whit |
Tit.  Yellowh and Common
Nightingale. We also saw a pair of Common Cranes
flying above the park towards the nearby mountains.

We continued along National Road # 876 to the
Mongolian Border. Along the road, the environment is
extremely silent, and the mountains appeared yellow and
greenish, There were flocks of horses and goats, and
small stretehes of grasslands along the river. There were
not many birds, although we did sec Pied Wheatear,
Dresert Wheatear und small flocks of Rosy Starling,

The River Qinggil He River (#H ) offered a range
of beautiful riparian scencry, marked by mudbrick
houses and birch woodland, which combined to depict a
pure and simple environment, We took a rest at the
Akaishinobao village (P71 B{28) (N46=17°07.1"
E90°25'09.97. 1090m), where we found a Common
Cuckoo and European Goldfinch,

In order to reach the Tianshan ( X111) mountains 400km
further south that evening, we left the Altay Mountains
and traveled along National Road #228 at the castern
fringe of the Jungar Basin (MER{M&IE). The jeep
sometimes reached speeds of 120km/r allowing us only
fleeting views of the black gobi desert and brownish sand
dunes whizzing quickly past the window, We were luter
on forced to stow down by strong winds and heavy
ruinfall. In this severe desert region, only sparscly
distributed shrubs, small focks of camels, and one small
village could be found.

We hisd our lunch at the only village, Sartokay, (##4E

#) (N46°03'29.6" ES0°09'08.47, 1001m) before
travelling further south. We stopped at milestones 127-
140km, 199km and 248km 1o look for Mongolian
Ground Jay., However it was so windy that we found
none.

Our drivers took us 10 a breeding site of Saker Falcon,
which had been found by a local research team earlier
kast month. The place locates on the left hand side of the
road leading to a silicified wood forest (87(LARE,
milestone #244km). The nest was located near the top of
one of the trees, which looked like a landscape of wind-
carved “rocky mountain®., At 10:30pm, at milestone
300km, we found a Black Kite roosting site, where a
number of kites had gathered to spend the night.

As the road was closed due to road construction,we had
1o change our plans 1o stay overnight at Mori (808
& F1i4E, Moni Kazak Zizghixian), and instead went 1o
Qitai county {# {3, Qitai Xiun), which we finally reached
just before mid-night,

5 Juiy: Across Tinshan to
southern Xlrylang

To make sure we stuck to our schedule. we tried to set a
timeframe for each of the birding spots. Today, we
traveled from Qitai along Provincial Road #303 1o
Bositan Village (MBEHISE (N43°4S'7.17 E90°30041.37,
1072m) 1o look for McQueen's Bustard. We started our
search along the southern edge of gobi desert, but it s
rather difficult to look for one species only, especially
when using binoculars in heavy heat-haze. Some Homned
Larks were feeding actively on the ground, & Barbary
Faleon perched on the ground, and several Long-legped
Buzzards were resting on a line of broken fences. but flew
off immediately as we approached them.

We tried to find a road through the Tienshan Mount to
southern Ninjiang near Qijiacjing Village (L iy #H3)
which is a road at the shortest and lowest altitude on the
mip. However, we were forced 1o find another road after
several abortive atlempts Lo cross a 1m wide ditch which
had been cut across the road for installing telephone
wires, and at 4:00pm we returned to Sanjisoquana (i
BT) Village and followed the “trails” left behind by
other vehicles, which formed o rough track leading to
Shanshan (8%, Pigun)! Along the road, we found
Hoopoes, Asian House Martins, Richard’s Pipits and
Green Sandpipers. After climbing for some 60km, we
reached the Guoquan Pass (SRR (N43°30'20.7"
E91°00° 36", 2169m) and entered southern Xinjiang,
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The route down through the Tianshan was mainly
comprised of the mixture of sand typical of the Gobi
desert envil The overall land: is generally
flat with a small slope down towaeds the Tarim Basin (H
AN, Except for o Lesser Kestrel und several
wheatears, we found no other wildlife. After driving for
& hours, we reached a railway and some ol ficlds which
marked the entrance of Bayingoleng Mogolian
Zizhizhou (& {FHHEE (7). We continued west,
passing oil plans, and grape farms complete with the
unique grape drying towers.

We reached Shanshan (28 in the late evening, and
here the reached 40°C. Shansk which
had once been an ancient kingdom, is the political centre
of Turpan ("L district, At the southern edge of
Shanshan is the Kumtag Desert (M85 RH) which
was one of the most important stopover points of the
Silk Road which led 10 Dunhuang ( 208) in the past. In
both Shanshan and Turpan, which share the title of “the
hottest place in China™, we were able 10 find reasonably
priced accomodation and restaurants.

6 July: Rainfallin “Fire-island”
Today's trip comprised of site seeing at some selected
spots, The first one was the Turpan Bojikelike Budda
Cave (HEFENETHHE). The yellowish Budda caves
locate at the foot of the hill namely Udege Shan {4 2%
Uy at B.C. 300, Inside the cave are damaged painting of
stories of Budda and religions development. We were so
lucky to find a Commen Cuckoo perching in a tree ina
small farmland along the riverside under the mountain,
The Querdege Shan (EMEBL) or the “Fiery
Mountain™ has been used as an important part of the
story “Monkey King, Journey to the West”, where the
Monkey King put out the fire at the Fiery Mountains
with the magic fan, and the Monk and his disciples
continue their journey 1o the west. The mountain shows
deeply folded ridges with some reddish patterns, some
stories deseribe this patterns as “fire under the sunlight™,
However, the weather of today seems not a good day for
secing the “fire”, we could only found some greyish-
yellow pattern under the occasional rainfall instead,

We visited brielly the Gaochang Anclent City {4
), the Tomb of Asitana (BT854 B ) and stayed at a
gripe farm for a while 1o take some pictures.

We reached Toksun county (L2 at noon 1o look for
whit our drivers described a5 “the best ban-noodle”,
The di is, the b lle was d bed as “fast
food” in Xinjiang but it used 1o take an hour or two for

preparation. This time, we only spent 40 minutes in this
restaurant, saving lots of time.

The car passed River Ala Gou (B/$i#) towards Korla
City (HE#l), On both side of the road gentle slopes.
climbed to a maximum altitude of 2.100m. Here we
found Steppe Eagle, 4 number of Ravens, and several
wheatears.

We reached Yangi (% %) and looked for birds in the
reedbeds at Lake Bositan Hu (W1, Bagrax). There
were good numbers of breeding Black-headed Gulls,
Red-crested Pochards, Great Reed Warblers, Paddyficld
Warblers and Moaorhens,

Korla s a busy city, similar to Urumgi, but the weather
appearcd fopey and the sky was covered by greyish-
yellow huze. Our driver mentioned that a strong
=UndsLOnm was coming soon.

Z Ju|3|: Cunnin quiang
Ground Ja

We truveled along National Road #218 and entered the

Taklimakan Desert (€525 T8 In this huge desert

light reflecting from the shiny sand dunes made the eyes

uncomfortable.

It is quite difficult to find vegetation, cxcept some
sparsely distributed shrubs and some Desert Poplars (4]
{84 slong the edge of Lop Nur basin (3 #5118 &), Our
driver described this as “the most beautiful” tree in
Weiwuer language. The shapes of the leaves vary from
being like maple leaves 1o being clongated. Most of them
arc found along the Tarim River (8 1 4:%0), which is the
Tongest inland river in China. The main river runs along
the castern edge of Tarim Basin, passing Korla and
Yuli (5, Lop Nur Xian), through Mt terrain with lots
of small lakes. Long ago, water flowed in the Tarkim
River, However, with the gradual development of
agriculture along the upper-river, water was diverted for
wrrigation or to artificial reserveirs for storage. The
amount of water in the lower-river was thus reduced
significantly. Water from the Lop Nur (8 #iifi) Basin
and Lake Tetima Hu (G#55%) now ends wp in
Reservoir Daixihai Shuiku (KM% F4M) and the The
Lop Nor basin has dried up. Along the riversidewe found
Gireat Cormorants, Ruddy Shelduck, Black-winged Stili,
Greater Short-toed Lark and several Black Storks.

We passed the entrance of “Lop Nor People Village”.
The Lop Nor fishermen left Lop Nor basin and scattered
around Yuli and Ruogiang (£ 1, Qurkilik Xian) area in
the kst century,



After having lunch {dumplings) at Workforce #34 {a
village baild by the military). we continued the journcy
along National Road #28, Some areas were chosen to
stop briefly for birds, and we found Saxual Sparrows and
Dessert Lesser Whitethroats, The sparsely distributed
Desert Poplar showed thick tree trunks and a big sand
dune at the bottom. This makes its “sand prool™ function
clearer 1o us,

Rain fell and and evaporated quickly. All of a sudden, a
black-and-white shadow sped past us @ Xinjiang
Ground Juy (N40°01'17.5" ES8°22°5.6", 821m). This
cunning bird flew around the area looking for food. It
became aware that we were trying to approach it, and
flew to the top of some distant shrubs, which impeded
our observations. Further along the road, there were
several more sites for Xinjiang Ground Jay (National
Road#218, milestone 999%km, 1000km and 1021km).

We stopped at the “Red bricks road” which was known
as the longest highway built of red bricks during the time
of Cultural Revolution. The bricks were made of mud.
and large amount of desert poplar was burnt as fuel,
which caused serious damage 1o the habitat.

We reached Rueqiang in the evening. During the Hang
Dynasty it was known as Loulan Kingdom (FEMH).
Because most of the hotel was booked by the military, we
were lucky to find accommodation there.

8Ju|y Atnp to Altun
near Tl

The weather was again unstable. There had been
“muddy-rain” (rainfall comprised of mud and rain
walter) overnight. Even with light showers, rainwater

the mountain, where we found Black Vultures, Crag
Martin, Plain Mountain Finch and Red-billed Chough.
We reached Sha Pass (4 R), which leads to Qinhai, at
noon, Unfortunately, the foggy, wet weather made it
Tiard 10 sce the road, and we reluctantly decided to go
Tack.

When we reach the foot of the mountain, we took a rest
at a oleaster woodland. The fruit of this whitish-leave
plant is quite sweet but dry. We tried the direction of
Milan Ancient City (48 % 55) adjacent to Milan Town,
where the ancient city can be observed clearly. However
when we reach the entrance, the road was blocked and
the stall’ requested us RMB200 for each car, later on
changed 10 RMB3ID0 per person. We ket the place
immediately.

9 Julg: Ruegiang to Quemu
We left Ruegiang in the carly moming, and travelled
south-western to Washixia Village (IL{i#5). There
were Chinese Hill Warbler, Barred Warbler and Golden
Oriole in one of the farmland patches, We travelled along
the rain-damaged National Road #3135, seeing lots of
muddy water flowing towards the River Qargan He (#l
Wh ),
Generally speaking, in the huge and severe desert
environment, it is quite difficult to find people or village
houses. People normally suround their villages with tall
Lombardy Poplar as protection from the sund and wind
making the villages look like “oasis” in the desert. Inside
the villages, there is active farming for maize and rice.
Along the road to Quemo (L / WHIE, Qargan), m
both side of the gobi desert, we saw numberous
does, which 4 weak and di 1 when

in the and flows hecked
cross the desert, damaging the road. We met this
situation when we approach MUAItun Shan (B8 & 1),
Luckly our drivers were rally enthusiasts, with long
expenience and a deep delight in dealing with such
conditions?

Aljin is an enclosed high altitude basin, located at the
southeastern end of Xijiang, and accessible to Qinghai
and Tibet. Recently the film “Kekexili (%] 9] /5 H)"
described the story of protection of the Tibetan Antelope
(Chiru) at Hoh Xil Shan (8] 8] #4001), in the southern
part of Altun. We went up the mountain, through mostly
open terrain. Several Long-tailed Buzzard and Ravens
were found along the road, and a flock of Black Stork
flew above us. We passed the Alawule Dao Ban (F/18
THIEE) road muintaince station and climbed further up

it "blows” across the road,

At Tatirang (858 ), we found several Desen Finches.
When we looked for our location on the GPS, we found
that it was quite different from our planned route on the
map. When we wondered whether we got lost, until a
villager told us that the National Road had been
realigned further north, This saved us much traveling
time and we reached Quemao at 3:00pm. Afier finding a
hotel, we decided 1o do some evening bird watching. In
the small garden of the hotel, we found Hoopoes, White
Wagtails and Barred Warblers feeding chicks, We also
found a small area of farmland and grape farm near the
Quemo  Revolutionary Ditch Water Management
Station { FLACH @ BEAATI6), where there were a good
number of Chinese Hill Warblers and a Hobby.
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10 Julg: Taklimakan Desert

We left Quemo and went along National Road #315
towards the Desert Highway. At milestong 1,.936km, we
found Xinjiang Ground Jay again N38*11°40.1°
E85°01'54", 1,205m). This bird appeared very alert and
left quickly, leaving some footprints and a lizard,
possibly the bird’s food. Later we found the footprints of
the same species again close 1o the Desert Highway
Nutional Road #3598, milestone 194km, N38“15'6.6"
E34°48°037, 1.202m

The 522km - Desert Highway runs almost duc North
from Minfeng county (%) towards Luntai county (#
£, Buguar Xian). We went 1o the middle of the desert at
Tachong (1517, and then returned back 1o the south.

The highway is constructed on sand dunes, which vary in
height from a few meters 1o several tens of meters. The
duncs hu\'r a variety of shapes, from crescents o

ids or el 1. The ition of the highway is
wrygmd and we spent only 6 hours (o reach the middle
of the desert and return back to the national National
Road #3135, approximately 500 km. In this huge desert,
the daily temperature often reaches over 40°C.

Taklimakan Desert is the second largest desert in the
world, and is mainly comprised of shifting sand dunes,
Along both sides of the highway, there is a newly
developed “green corridor”™, Water for the green
plamation corridor is supplied by rubber tubes from
water pumping station in each section of the road. Birds
found at a large piece of shrubland, included several
wheatears, Saxaul Sparrows, Crested Lark and Raven.

We reached Minfeng in the evening. At the entrance 10
Minfeng, we found a number of Citrine Wagtails, Black-
winged Stilt and Common Redshank in the farmlands.

n Ju|5: Mini:cng, to chhcng

In order 1o look for birds of montane pine forest, we
rushed for 600km from Minfeng (14 #) 10 Yecheng (
).

After leaving Mengfeng, we traveled along National
Road #315, with the snowy Mt. Kunlun Shan on our
left. Both sides of the road are mainly sandy or rocky
desert arcas. Vegetation here is very rare, and birds are
few. We only stopped at one or two reedbed arcas near
rivers and found Crested Lark and Great Reed Warbler,

At Moyu County (% EH, Karakax Xian). there were
several jade collectors in the river, our driver said that the

muttan fat jade here 15 the most famous in China
mainkind.

We passed a number of places including counties Yution
(T, Keriya), Qira (H#1), Moyu (81), Zangguy (¥
4k, Pishan (%111, Guma), all of which had once been
important stops on the Silk Road. In the bazaars,
villagers were busy trading for sceds, fruit, eges and
chicken, and goats. There were several shoemakers.
shepherds flocked 1o the market on foot or by horse-can
and small tractors. It 15 not easy to go through this
crowded place, In the villages, villagers used to build
small overhangs for drying the grapes in front of their
homes. These overhangs, connected together to, form a
long grape-corridor - an ideal place to take a rest.

We stopped in some of the farmland at Yecheng, found
an Arure Titand several Hoopoes, As usual, this is good
opportunity for us 1o take photos with the Weiwuer
villagers.
12 Julq: Pine forest in

Kunlun Shan

In order 1o grab the opportunity for some moming pine
forest birding we started our trip before sunrise. The jecp
went along the National Road #219 towards Tibet, After
travelling for about 70km, there is a road junction. On
the left is the “Bolong Forest Park (% #il % Wb 2251,
while on the right 1s the National Road. We chose the
road to the right and went to the mountain pass
(“friendship pass™ [ M5} LEE | HB), There is no
vegetation at all in this high altitude desert area. We
found several Ravens, Common Buzzards, Chukars,
Twite, Red-billed and Yellow-billed Chough, and an
Thex.

We decided 1o go back to the Forest Park (N3705°27.9"
ETT70°51.57 2,733m), It is located at the lower edge of a
“ping forest” with sparsely distributed trees. Along the
road we found Brown Accentors, Twite and a hare
{Lepus aiostohs). However, the road up the mountain
was damaged by water, leaving long, deep cracks on the
road surface, and making it very dangerous for jeeps 1o
make u-turmn 1o go backwards. We split into two groups
and walked up the mountain in different directions.
Some of us got into a small river valley, where we saw
some Plain Mountain Finches, a Godlewski's Bunting
and marmots.

We traveled back 10 Yecheng (#E50), however in this
tourist hotspot, we couldn't find accomodation at a
reasonable price. and drove another 7lkm more to
Shache (710,




B Ju]}]: Shache to Kashi

We reduced our birding to allow time 1o apply for an
entry permit to the Pamir district (¥1U8). We drive
along National Road #215 to Markit county ( $#53#), 10
look for the Elixku reservoir (LA #RM,
NIES0'58.2" ETTUIEST.ST, 1,300m). The reservoir is
one of the largest artificial wetland for water storage. It
suppons karge number of breeding Crested Grebes and
Red-crested Pochard. Adjacent to the resetvoir, we

found some farmlands and a Common Cuckoo and.

Richard's Pipit. We were also surrounded by several
curious young shepherds,

We went back to National Road # 315 towards Kashi.
At Yinggisar county (# 5 #), we stopped there for lunch
and brought knives, which is very famous in China,
Before entering Shule county (S8), we found over a
hundred Great Crested Grebes and several Red-crested
Pochard ut a lake on the left hand side of the road.

After reaching Kashi, our driver called the relevant
department and found that there is no need for “Home
Visit Permit” holders to apply for any entry permil to
Pamir (but our drivers needed 10 do so). We spent the
rest of the afterncon at the Renmin Park (A2 ), and
only found several Desert Finches, Hoopoe, White
Wagtail and Tree Sparrows.

Kashi is a busy city. It connects to the Tianshan
wouniain range in the east, Pamir on the west,
Takelamakan Desert on the south, and Pakistan,
Alganistan, and Tadjikistan on the west, Itis also a place
full of castern and western culture, colourful clothes,
good singers and dancers in the park, as well as a centre
of handicrafts and food.

4 Ju|9:A[on gthe Chongl_ing, ’
Ancient Path :

We drove along National Road #314 (China-Pakistan
Highway) towards Pakistan. Except for the areas around
villages, which were more vegetated, most of the places
are mainly high altitude desert environment, At a village
adjacent to Gez River (M0 milestone 1542km
N3I906"14.27 ETS734732.17, 1,579m), two Bluck-bellied
Sandgrouses quickly flew ubove us from the river
towards the desert behind the village. Some villagers told
us that the sandgrouses are very common there, but we
only found a few birds.

We reached the Gez River valley, an the famous
“Chongling Traffic Route . “Chong™ in chincse means

“spring onion”) is an ancient name of Pamir, an
important part of the Silk Road, a junction at Kashi
toward the western countries, as well as an important
point for cultural exchange.

The landscape appeared rather different. Most of the
mountains are reddish-brown with patches of dark
green, greenish yellow, and some shown orangy rocky
layers. The river carries melied snow water from the
mountains, it erodes the river edge and brings along
yellowish mud and stones. We reached Gez Village in the
afterncon Lo register for entry to Pamir.

0On both side of the road are cliffs, and on top of them are
the snowy mountains, Here we ecasily found Plain
Moumain Finches. Common Rosefinches and several
Himalayan Griffon Vultures, Some of the vultures
showed breeding behavour - bringing pieces of plants 1o
the same platform-like position and ined alert to
people and vehickes.

Taxkorgan valley (T8 T# ) is a large and open
plateau, with a number of habitais including wetlands,
grassland and deserts, This is a place with Mongolian
wurk, villages of Tajik people, and tombs. There are some
lakes serving as water collectors along the river. We
found & Common C der and several li
Finches at the lake edge.

We passed the Karakule Hu (Ka Hu) (FH0# 8/
#1), behind which the Mt, Muztagata Shan (8 LE )
rises 1o an impressive 7.546m. However, it appeared
rather less beautiful than as described in our tour guides.
When we approached the edge of the lake. we were asked
for RMBSS0 per person as entrance fee, We left there and
went 10 a place nearby 10 get a better view. Inside the
lake. we found Black-headed Gull, Common Tern,
Greater Short-toed Lark, Horned Lark and White-
winged Snowfinch,

Road construction along the road leading to Taxkorgan
(HESFME ) caused us to spend 8 hours to travel just
200km! Along the road, we found White-winged
Redstart, Ravens, Lammergiers and marmots. As we
climbed the mountain, it became cooler. In the evening,
we reached Taxkorgan Tajik Zhizhixian (HHF 00 -FHE
# 91 1 774E), which is the smallest county in China, with
only two streets.

) Ju|3: Lcavingthc snowy,
mountains for Kashi

At dawn, some of us tricd our luck at the farmland
nearby. Except for the call of House Sparrow and tw
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Hoopaoes, the street appeared silent, During sunrise, the
red and pinkish light reflection on the snowy mountain
formed a beautiful moming scene,

There were about 200 km 1o the border cross Konjirap
LI O towards Pakistan, However, the road
condition was very poor and we decided to go back 1o
Kashi and stop occasionally for birding.

The weather was fine, not as windy as the day before,
Water evapourates quickly in this kind of weather, and
the snow on the mountain and water in the likes appears
much less,

On the way w Kashi, there are several good binding spots
in particular it places with vegetation and fowing water.
We stopped at Gaz River (National Road # 314,
milestone 1542km) again, where we found Common
Magpic, Golden Oriole. Great Reed Warbler, Booted
Eagle and Chinese Hill Warbler.

After dinner, we toured in Kashi City, including the
Tdkah square { 387 @ ) and the old town.

16 July: Kashiold town
Our target today was 1o look for old buildings. Several

places including the Idkah Mosque, Kashi old town,
‘bazaars and the princess lomb were chosen for brief visit.

Idkah Mosque is a Muslim temple with a long history,
Luckily there was no worship taking plice when we
armived. On the opposite side of the temple is the Kashi
obd eity. Most eye-catching are the dental clinics, each of
them with large signboards showing biological pictures
of the nasal cavity.

Old buildings are regarded as outdated, and most of
them were demolished. We belive some will be
maimained and managed. at least we have 1o pay
entrance [ee for our visit 1o one of the largest. Inside the
old town, there are small handicraft shops for copper and
gold smiths, naan bread, and musical instruments.
Children playing on street corners shouted “hello. ..
hello_.." to visitors, Some villagers kept birds, i i

When we returned to the city, we passed the largest
bazaar. The most common “vehicle” is donkey carts, and
strects appeared extremely busy, We bought some food
for “lunch™ at 5:00pm, then went to Kashi airport and
ook an evening flight to Urumgl. We stayed at the
Airport Hotel that evening,

17 Julg: On the way home...

The plan of staying in the Airport Hotel and catch a
morning flight was ideal. Unexpectedly, there were lots
of people waiting for the same shuttle bus, which delayed
our time to reach the airport. The sitwition was much
worse al the airport, long gueues were found at each of
the check-in counters, which have no indication of flight
companies, Later on, it was found that our flight had
been re-scheduled to a different number, adding more
time to the check-in process,

In the middle of the check-in procedure, the baggage
check-in gate closed. After some strenuous arguing with
the airline stall we reached the plane at the last minute
and our luggage arrived in Shenzhen safely.
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Special thanks 1o Prof. Ma Ming of Xinjiang Institute
of Ecology and Geography of Academy Sinica, He
gave us lots of useful information on habitat and
bird records for our planning of the trip. Although
Prof. Ma did not join us this time, he kept in touch
by phone throughout our trip and offered us uselul
advice.

We travelled 5,137km (not including the driver's trip
between Urumuqgi, Aliai and Kashi). A total of 130
bird species were recorded, This was a good chance
again for us, to work as a team - we saw most of the
birds together. We thank Mr. Anthony Lo for
planming the trip and arrange various meetings; Ms,
Doris Chu for taking care of various details and
meeting Prof, Ma in Xinjiang before the trip. Mr, CW

Circater Short-toed Larks, which are mostly caught from
the nearby area,

The Princess Tomb is somewhere near Kashi City. We
ook a taxi (RMBI10) to reach the tomb, which belonged
10 one of the largest family (Abofoka family) whose
daughter married the Qianlong Emperor in the Qing
Drynasty,

Lam, our arranged us air tickets and
transportation in China, Mr, Lego Ho and Mr KY
Laun created us lots of [un in addition 10 taking
pictures. We also thank our “birding drivers” Mr. Li
Dong and Mr. Liu Yong. Again, they shared with us
lots of experience and travelling information, and to
Mike Kilburn for editing the English version of this
article.
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Yefowbilled Chough, Red-bited RME 150mightidouble bed room
130y | Shache () 1,300 2% Red-crested Pochard, CrestedLark | Renmin Hotel (ARMEE)
to Kashi (S £F)1320m) | RMB 120inightidouble bed room
14 July | Kashi (S4F) (1320m) fo ‘jBW Black g Himalyan | Shitouch Hmtﬁﬂall:
| Taxkorgan (4 SET) Griffion, Lammergier, igh | RMBY d room
(3,300m) Golen Oricke, Common Goosander,
White-winged Redstart, Greater Short-
toed Lark, Common Rosefinch,
Mangolian Finch
15.July  Taxkorgan (EHf ART) 10 305 Kashi Hengyuan Hotel
Kashgar (SF) (1320m) (FHHERREE)
RME120inight/double bed mom
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— Mike Kilburn

Ruili, Yingjiang

Gaoligong Shan

T4 10 days birding in Western Yunnan

Ruy & Karen Baretto, Professor Han Lian Xian and mysalf {joined for three days at Ruili by Richard me-ane and Mo Yung
Shan

uk Lin) spent from 21-30th March 2005 birding in the central and southem
. comer of Yunnan, Waalacmntahﬂ(daynKmnqswmml-ulssteamandofourw Dumqmunewma

i wonderful total of 287 species and another few sightings which could not be assigned to species.

For thase familiar with this area this total will come as no
surprise, but for the rest of us, this represents a
staggering total for a birding trip in China! I don’t
believe it is possible 10 see so many birds in such a short
time anywhere else in the country. Why is this?

First of all we covered a variety pf].n!u.l\ intact habitats
in a relatively small arca i from 2400+m
montane forest to broad sandy rivers .um! subtropical
forest, and bird-friendly agriculture at 1000m. In
particular, the forests around Ruili, while not being
primiry, were in good condition and appeared to retain
highly diversified bird commun Second, 11 was
migration time. The rich resident avifauna was strongly
reinforced by late-staying winter visitors, newly arriving
summer visitors and passage migrants heading north out
[ nd India up the Gaoligong Shan to the
1 breeding grounds further north and
cast — The Yunnan list is at 340+ species! Third, the
weather was not always perfect, but with temperatures
between 10 and 25 centigrade and humidity low it
remained pleasant, and almost never stopped us birding!

How did we do so well when all the sites were new to all
of us? First and foremost we benefited from high quality
information and guiding of Prof. Han Lianxian of the
Kunming  Institute  of  Zoology  (email:
hanliangiancvipkm. 169.net ), (who knew the sites and
calls in & way that no amount of preparation can
compensate for) and visiting birders (notably Cheung
Ho Fai, Jesper Hornskov, and Jon Bryant), who have
pioneered this arca. Tape playback was not used.

Secondly, excellent birder-friendly driving, and logistical
arrangements by Mr Zheng of the Gaoligongshin
Nature Reserve Travel Services allowed us to spend the
maxinmum time birding every day. .Am! ensured that food,

Daily account

20th March An early start from Hong Kong via
Shenzhen Airport fcontict Rebeoea at Upelassic Travel
2723 8888 for superb service on flight arrangements in
China) we arrived in Kunming in time 10 spend the
afternoon birding in the Western Hills, We got off to a
great start where, in a very small arca in the mixed Forest
environs of the Huating Temple. our first birds were a
party of five White-browed Shrike Babblers, which called
loudly 1o each other as they Bounced around the trectops.

They were swiftly followed by Chestnut-vented
Nuthatches, Green-backed, Yellow-bellied, Great and
Black-throated Tits, k-headed Greenfinches, a
female Long-tailed Minivet, and a solitary and sad-
looking Northern Skylark, which had obviously been
released by Buddhists seeking spiritual merit (we also
saw a couple of tatty and rather tame Little Buntings in
the temple itself). We had frustratingly briel views of
Scaly and Black-breasted Thrushes, several Brown-
hreasied Bulbuls, and our first views of Spectacled,
Rusty-capped and Grey-cheeked Fulvettas and genuine
Blue-winged Minlis,

The temple itsell’ held
a  Riverchat (also
released?),  Great
Spotted Woodpecker,
a  male Chestnut-
bellied Rockthrush,
and a memorable
party of Whiskered
Yuhinas in a small
bush in the courtyard.
Our bm.l~ of the day. a pair of courting Grey-capped
were far too intercsted in cach other to

watter and a place to stay app lessly wiy

we needed them. Finally, we birded as a team - all the
Hong Kong birders had ‘their eye in and knew cach other
well, having trained hard together as the Jebsen Eagles
team for the 2005 Big Bird Race,

notice tlm: they'd landed within ten feet of us, and gave
terrific views! Other good birds included Mrs Gould's
Sunbird and Buff-bellicd Flowerpeckers feeding on a
parastie plant with bright red flowers, but there wias no
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sign of the hoped-for Yellow-bellied Flowerpecker I'd
seen here twice before.

21st March Next momning we met Prof, Han at Kunming
Airport for our D810 flight 10 Baoshan, from where we
got straight on the road in two small four-door vans
{good for quick exits, bad for long legs) and headed
through well-ordered agricultural land towards the
MNujiang River Gorge and B.nlhwlmg Nature Reserve in
the Gaoligs Shan M Roadside birds

However, most local people welcome the dams,
ing they will bring greater prosperity 1o the arei
{despite widespread reports of displaced people being
sold short by dam developers in other parts of the
country).

Having passed through a couple of busy market towns
we eventually turned west and into the foothills, cimbing
into mist and rain at the recently upgraded Baihualing

h at 1600m. We spent the last hours of

included Chestnut-tailed Starlings, Black inged Kites,
Russet Sparrows and Sooty-headed Bulbul. According
1o Professor Han this arca is a transition zone where
‘mﬂl\ Iu:arjcd ir uunmm r) und Red-vented (P cafer)
ly darker and more

“cafer-like” towards the west.

We stopped fora
break in  the
Nujiang Gorge,
finding  Grey-
breasted  Prinia,
Crested Bunting,
pandos Blue
Rock  Thrush,
Riverchat (1 hate
the other name),
Plain  Martins,
Yellow-eyed
Babbler,
Commaoin
Tailorbird,
ind Plumbeous Redstart on the banks,
Great C and a male Goosand
on the river itsell”. Prol. Han told us that both Thishill and
Great Thick-knee hud been seen on sandbars downriver
in January (o return trip beckons),

We instead turned north, following the river upstream,
stopping several times on the way to add Bonelli's Eagle,
Hodgson's Redstan, our first te-browed Laughing-
thrushes, Rosy Minivet, Striated Yuhina, resident

dntering Grey-hacked Shrikes, and the
mast northerly ever record of Purple Sunbird in Yunnan,

Th\. atter was close (o a tract ﬂf-mrmlﬂinﬂ\ unmnkami

5 svuml Tydro-cl sl.uns are heing
pl.mnod fior the Nujiang River, It was sad to learn that
the two great rivers of the ligongshan — the Nujiung
and the L ng - would be harnessed by a total of 22
dams which will totally change the face of this beautiful

&

daylight in the pollarded forest close to the village,
adding three Verditers and the first of six Little Pied
Flycatchers in the orchard next 1o the guesthouse, as well
as our first Blue-throated and Great Barbets, Daurian
Redstart. Girey Bushchat, Grey-sided Bush and White-
tailed Warblers.

The undisputed birds of the day were a pair of Pygmy
Wren-babblers, who began calling in a tangled
streambed as dusk set in. One bird initially showed pretiy
well in shaded cover, but the real excitement G
some invisible line was crossed and o furious territori
squabble began with both birds calling away (hoth two
and three note calls) before switching to an angry
sereeching as the interloper was chased ofl downsiream
amongst the boulders. Having heard but not seen Pygmy
Wren-babblers in Hong Kong for the last two v
Karen was especially delighted.

22nd March The next morning we were driven up 1o a
landslide, which has cut the road a1 about 1950 metres,
and began walking along old, but well preserved, logging
trails through the forest. 1t was one of those wonderful
days of forest birding when there always seems (o be
something within either sight or earshot. Early highlights
between the patches of fog and rain included clouds of

byl warblers mainly of Bull-barred
and dull-pl d Pallas® /L ped ! Chinese
Leaf -types which, almost without exception had the bad
muenners not to call!

Easier (o identify were Chestnut-tailed, Blue-winged and
the sinking Red-tailed Minlas, a fine group of over 30
White-throated Laughingthrushes and a smallker one of 8
Red-ailed Laughingthrushes - almost the only laughing-
thrushes we saw here. Golden-throated, Blue-throued
and Great Barbets, Large Hawk Cuckoos, Bay
Woodpeckers and Collared Owlets stayed stubbomly
out of view, but added to the bird-rich atmosphere with
their distinetive calls throughout the day. It was notable
however that many of the larger birds were somewhat
elusive, und | had a distinct impression that hunting may




L

be an issue here.

Other babbler familes that performed well included the
Fulvettas - 30 Golden-breasted were predictably enough
found in a bamboo grove that also held 40-odd Black-
throated Parrothills. Apparently the same
hold Slender-bilied Scimitar-Babblers, while the even
rirer Wedge-billed Wren babbler has been seen
ecambed. Our disappointmen
conmect with either of these mega birds was tempered by
Prof Han's discovery of a Long-tailed Wren Babbler,
fust-moving party of the floor-hugging. phyllosc-like
Yellow-1hn ivetta  and several Rusty-fronted
(all three are restricted to this western cormer

imboos ilso

failing to

nearby

ated

Barwir
of China),

We heard from Professor Han about the “pepsi cola tree”
hrub with nectur-rich white flowers that is known to
attract up to 30 different species of birds. It will, for me,
forever be associated with Beautiful Sibias (unother W
Yunnan speciality), lovely grey-blue minlu-like birds,
which revelled in the nectar and fed unconcernedly
regardless of how close we got to them. Predictably
enough they were also a favourite of the sunbirds, and
over the next few days we also watched Black-throated,
Mrs Gould's, Green-tailed and the stunning Fire-Tailed

porging themselves

As we descended a
Black
well close overhead. a

gle showed

White-gorgetted
Flycaicher offered
frustratingly brief

views and as we
waited for the van to

meet bs, and a fine

male Silver Pheasant
presented itsell briefly
on the road before
ghosting silently into the darkening forest. A Mountain
Scops Owl later called near the camp,

dawr with

ird March the same cloudyfrainy
conditions, but except for a single half-hour stop we were
uble to bird right through the day. Our first foray up a sid
trail proved rather hard work. although we did add Red-
billed Leiothrix, singing Chestnut-headed Tesia, a couple

L

afC

y Treepies and another very close Black Eagle,

s on an open suddle
southern Silk Route
A Yuhinas and

However a break at an area of g
at had been a stagi
opened things up as Ruy found Red-vent
Fire-tailed Sunbirds taking I
nd @ range of migranis
bushes. These included a female
Yellow-throated Buntings, &
Redstarts, the first of 6 Snowy-browed F
day, u Large Nilty
the Black Eagl

g post on the

Ivantage of a pepsi cola tree

ppeared between the low
stden Bush Robin, ten
Blue-fronted

pair of

Barbet and

va, plus fine views of Gre:

T
We tried again unsuccessfully for the Scimitar Babblers
and Wren Babblers at the wop of the path, but had
tantalisingly brici’ glimpses of a Rufous-bellied Bush
Robin which only Ruy saw well before the failing light
demanded we begin our descent. On the way down Ruy
again saw a male Silver F

sant sliding elusively into
the trees. | stopped to make a phone call in the only spot
on the mountain with reception, and while 1 waited a
s tumed into a displaying male
e only one of our trip - and 1
tted Flycatcher

bizarre series of whis
Red-headed Trogon
again had eveblink views of White-gos
in the gloom.

brought with it Mr Li, the Deputy

The returning vehich

Manager of the Gaoligongshan Nation Nature
Reserve who joined us for the T ays of our trp.
Mr Li is studying for o Masters De; eCorour

al | have met in
keen

and is the first reserve man
birding in China

who is also a

15 vears
birdwatcher!

As we drove down the spotted a female
ant disappeard
ground to a halt just in time 10 watch the
vanish. We were about to get going
Mr Zhou, pointed out another bird just five yards away
on the 1 a male Mrs Hume's Pheasant! 11 stood
orious seconds, showing us its red
, silver bars on the wing:
lighter rump and long pale tail, before running away
along

phe: d we

tip of its tail

in when our driver,

Iside

in full view for 4

blackish neck and brea

face

road and dipping over the edge to find s mate,

Professor Han has studied Mrs Hume's Pheasamt. He
informed us that it is very thinly distributed, very difficult
1o detect and that this was the first confirmed record for
the B the Gaol

ngshan Reserve.

2

wling section ¢
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Even without this further proof of its quality 1 was
absolutely blown away, having dipped on it on Doi
Chiang Dao in Thailand and never having heard of any
birder secing it in China - to the extent that | rather
Torgot mysell and punched the side of the car in delight!
To have such long and chear views of such a good bird,
and for everyone to have seen it made it, for me, the bird
of the tnp.

2d4ih March: Next moming we made an even earlier start
and headed out from Baihualing to a new reserve in the
southern Gaoligong Shan called Nan Kan. Afer a
difficult foggy drive we arrived at the Nan Kan
management office, seeing a Chestnut-bellied Rock
Thrush while we waited for breakfast. We cntered the
reserve, which holds gibbons, three monkey specics and a
terrific array of orchids on the mossy trunks of ancient
rhododendron trees, at a pass at about 2,200m. 1t was the
forest itselll that was the real attraction here, stretching
away along the ridgeline on both sides of the road, The
arboreal orchids were so numerous that they had brought
down at least one large tree down by their sheer weight!

Tt was here our birding was most affected by the weather,
although we did add Streaked Spiderhunter. Streak-
throated Yuhina, Long-tailed Thrush, more views of
Snowy-browed Flycatchers (a mini-fall these last 2 days
perhaps?), heard but unseen Mountain Bamboo
Partridge, and a wonderfully confiding female Crimson-
browed Finch, which came down to drink at the edge of
one of the small natural ponds in the reserve.

After lunch we began a long, fogbound drive to Mangshi
to meet Richard and Mo Yung, As we left the high
mountain area we stopped for a Blue Whistling Thrush -
the race here is engeni, which has a yellow bill - and saw
our first Oriental Turtle Doves of the trip. Shorily
afterwards we dropped more steeply until the climate
became distinctly warmer as we entered the Mangshi
Plain. Before reaching the airport a stop to look over the
river produced two Blue Whistling Thrushes, a Brown
Dipper, a  Riverchat, seven

Plumbeous Redstarts,
including  three fedged
youngsters hegging  for
food, a Grey Wagtail, a
White  wagtail (subs.
persotita), and @ pair of
Shaty-backed Forkuails!
Lower down we added a
Common Kestrel and some

Red-rumped Swallows, and at the airport a Hoopoe.
Having collected Richard and Mo Yung we drove
straight 1o Ruili for a three-night stay.

25th March: Next moming Prof. Han suggested we visit
the old road to Long Chuan, After a few kilometres the
road ¢limbs in 1o the ridge of hills that runs east to west
across the top of Ruili. Almost immediately we stopped
for a large raptor in a tree - pale uncrested. large-billed
head, long primaries and short tail added up to a 3rd or
4th year Pallas” Fish Eagle, probably resting overnight
on its migration north 1o Qinghai or Tibet. This was the
first of seven species of cagle we saw in Ruili over the next
three days!

W turned off the Longchuan road at Nanjingli, joining
the old cobbled road that winds, almost completely free
of traffic in gentle loops up to the ridgeline and then
along it to the west. Despite the best efforts of the fog and
occasional dribbles of rain we had a terrific moming,
enjoying fine views of a Lesser Yellownape, a Mountain
Imperial Pigeon, three Green-billed Malkohas, a pair of
Burmese Shrikes and a couple of Stripe-breasted
Woodpeckers (which in China is confined to this part of
Yunnan) in the first hour! Other sttention-grabbers
included our first Strinted. White-throated, Bluck-
crested, Ashy and Flavescent Bulbuls and the closely
related Crested Finchbill, many of which were gorging
on a fi g tree up on the ridge, although a group of
Long-tailed Sibias sneaked in and stole the show,

We broke for a good lunch at the rather run-down-
looking holiday village. but as we sat around waiting for
the rain to stop Prof. Han casually announced that the
bird we could hear whistling loudly from the orchard on
the other side of the wall was a Red-faced Liocichla! We
all piled out 1o find it and all eventually got views of
varying qualities. We also picked up a couple of Black-
breasted Thrushes and a party of White-rumped Munias
before transferring 1o the river for some late afternoon
birding.

We drove down to the bridge that crosses into Burma
and almost immediately found the first of 37 Pygmy
Cormorants flying downriver towards us. A few minutes
Bater a large dirty-looking tern showed just long enough
10 be identified as River Tern. After that we struggled
with the weather but added Burmese Spothills, Grey-
headed Lapwings and a pair of Ruddy Shelducks before
checking out the fields and adding Little and Chestnut
Buntings, several Bluethroats and Rosy Pipits, and a
Black-winged Kite. Best of all three Ashy Woodswallows




sat on overhead wires giving
their distinctive butt-wigglhe
as the gloom gathered. Our
total for the day was an
impressive 103 species.

26th  March  The next
morning we visited the Mol
Botanical Gardens  and
Zhadue  Scenic Waterfall,
which is accessed from the
road just west of the bridge
over the Ruili River. We

just the usual egrets and Greal Cormorant on show,
along with a raft of Burmese Spothills and Common Teal
and a single Garganey, we did well for migrants.

We enjoyed superb views of a Peregrine perched on an
clectricity pylon in wonderful light and while we were
Tooking at it a dark phase Booted Eagle drifted over,
flashed the diagnostic “headlights” on the shoulder of the
wing before drifting on. Amongst the rather unpromising
look-ing conifers and tea bushes we found several
Chestnut and Black-faced Buntings, a couple of Black-
breasted Thrushes, Tickell's, Dusky and Pale-footed
Bush Warblers, Olive backed Pipits and a pair of Grey-
capped Woodpeck As dusk fell Prof. Han pointed

stopped briefly in
tund en route to record our first Striated Grassbird —an
impressive  steroid-pumped  Prinia,  which  we
subsequently saw on several days. Moli is an area of dry
forest, while huge relict trees line the path 1o the
waterfall. We started birding shortly after the entrance
gate and immediately scored with Bay Woodpeckers,
Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo, Maroon Oriole, Black-
throated Sunbird and both Banded Bay and Emerald
Cuckoos. The latter was a wonderfully obliging female.
which perched in good view for several minutes,

The carpark itself offered good views of the surrounding
Tills and we found three Mountain Hawk Eagles soaring
lazily round ene of the hilllops. lgnoring the Indian
Peafowls displaying on the lawn we had point blank
views of Black-throated Sunbirds and we heard, but
could not find, a party of White-crested
Laughingthrushes. Other birds in the well-tended formal
gardens included Common lora, a splendidly pink-tailed
Rosy Minivet and excellent views of a Drongo Cuckoo
found by Richard,

As we entered the riverside trail the run of good birds
continued — Mr Li found a perched Emerald Dove, and
more Maroon Orioles, Silver-breasted  Broadbill,
Eurasian Nuthaich, Short-billed Minnets and White-
throated Bulbuls appeared. Riverchat and Slaty-backed
Forktails patrolled the streambed and we hiad good views
of two pairs of Streaked Wren-babblers on the forest
floor. The mid-storey held a fine array of lycatchers and
warblers which included Yellow-vented, Chestnui-
headed and Yellow-bellied Warblers, but pride of place
went 1o the flycatchers, which included Hill Blue, Grey-
headed, Ferruginous, Brown-breasted, Verditer and
Rufous-gorgetted, and both Large and Small Niltavas
{the last two within a minute of each other!)

Having enjoyed a late lunch at an unnamed restaurant
on the eastern side of the Ruili River bridge we headed
for Jie Le Reservoir for a couple of hours. While the
waterbirds th fves were rather disappointing with

out the call of Chinese Babax.

On 27th March we headed to the westernmost comer of
Ruili to bird the Tongbigusn Nuture Reserve (this
(s split into five

in three

reserve is
different districts!)
near the village of
Banling. enjoying
good views of a

pair  of Ruddy
Shelduck on a
flooded field in

roadside
agriculture on the
way. As we drove
into the forest the
first bird to grab
our attention was a male Emerald Cuckoo sitting high on
a tree. It's nice when such good birds are so casy!

This preceded a difficult spell on the trail, which led west
along the ridge top, during which time the birds seemed
reluctant to show themselves and the forest was
interspersed with clearings and piles of wood cut for
firewood or timber. Despite this we added our first Pufl-
throated Babblers, Red-billed Scimitar Babbler, White-
browed Piculet and brief views of Lesser Racquet-tailed
Drongo - none of which everyone saw.

A pair of Oriental Honey Buizards, which came out of a
large tree on the ridge and circled close overhead,
abviously curious, marked the turn in our fortunes. One
of the birds was a very pale individual with a streaked
breast, while the other was a typical dark bird, 1
especially enjoyed secing the contrasting plumages as
such close range and in good light, A glade on the south
side of the ridge then produced a Bar-winged Flycarcher
Shrike, a fine Rosy Minivet, and the first of cight Slaty-
hacked Flvcatchers,

As the day warmed up the birds became more elusive,
but we nonetheless added some real quality in the form

&
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of a Collared Treepie, which showed well, but for just a
lew seconds, and another dark-phase Booted Eagle. Best
of all a superb adult Rufous-bellied Eagle came coasting
along the ridge, clearly showing it: k. peregrine-like
cap, white throat and breast, and, as it caught the light,
its rufous belly and underwings.

A little further on the quality of the forest improved and we
added an Asian Paradise Flycatcher and Black-cared
Shrke Babbler in o bird wave, but we were forced 1o tum
bk as time ran out. Alter another excellent lunch, which
incorporated several dishes made of wild plants, Richard
and Mo Yung returned 1o Mangshi for their flight home.

We spent the last few hours of light back at Nanjing Li,
adding a very faded-looking Crested Serpent Eagle 10
our tally of eight species of cagle for the trip in a roadside
tree, Our most productive patch was the oldest road over
the ridge, which ran downhill from the abandoned
church {which turned out o have been purpose-built for
a film set). This quict lane produced Grey-headed
Parrothills {which we had all seen at Wuyuan in Jangsi),
a pair of Rufous-backed Sibias, another Black-cared
Shrike Babbler, two Golden Babblers and a group of five
Long-tailed Sibias. This road continues north on the
other side of the road, and although we found little of
interest except an unseen bird giving a loud, complex 8-12
note call from the top of a large tree, it looks like it would
offer excellent early morning birding for a future trip

28th March we headed north out of Ruili to bird the ridge
between Long Chuan and Ying 2. Our soke significant
stop was at a reservoir next (o a lirge meadow, which served
as a rather ancient-looking graveyard. Best birds here were
undoubtedly the flock of cight Pheasant-tailed Jacanas,
although our first Little Grebes of the trip offered o measure
of support,

The drive up to the pass was
@ depressing cxperience as
the construction of the road
has caused severe erosion
from slippage and the local
engincering  technique of
chucking any excavated
spoil  over the edge.
However, good  forest
remained and we recorded

Black Eagle, Hill Bluc
Flycatcher and  Striated
Bulbul along the roadside,

and a flock of cight

Speckled Wood Pigeons as soon as we reached the pass.

We initially headed east along a new road cut into the
ridge, which initially proved productive as we quickly
found Grey Sibias, Large Woodshrike, Streak-breasted
Scimitur Babbler, and a couple of Fire-tailed Sunbirds in
Just a few minutes. However, it turned out that the rosd
had been created to facilitate the building of a new temple
in the forest. This had been done with a minimum of
sensitivity and it remains unclear whether this represenis
an illegal intrusion into the Longchuan section of the
Tonghiguan Nature Reserve. Having documented the
damage we retreated downhill adding Chesinut-hellied
MNuthatch to our list. We also learned from Prof, Han that
this was a known site for Green Peafowl, and that they
hid been heard recently by local villagers

Determined to make the best of a where Scarlet
Finch and Coral-billed Scimitar Babbler have been
recorded, we tried the path running west, finding more
bias, and catching the briefest views of White-
techer and a Red-flanked Bluetail. Our big
score here was the tiny and normally highly elusive Skaty-
bellied Tesaa, which craned its neck to check us out
between the bracken stalks before hopping over some
exposed twigs, giving Ruy excellent views of its greenish-
vellow crown (lacking the supercilium of Grey-bellied).

Dropping off the ridge we entered a beautiful valley, with
good woodland down to the edge of an arable plain
covered in ripening crops. We failed to turn Crested
Mynahs into Collared, but did see several Lurge-billed
Crows, more Striated Grassbirds, and Karen found a
lovely male Common Rosefinch on a telegraph wire,
After lunch at a village famous for its swordsmiths Prof.
Han found one of my personal birds of the tip - the
superb local race of Eurasian Jay, which has a white face,
Black crown and moustact stripe and an almost
maroon back. Having watched it being chased off by a
Spotted Dove we soon found several Oriental Turtle
DBoves — rare throughout the trip - before descending a
winding gorge (plus hydropower station) to the
Yingjiang River flood plain. In the fading light we saw
little on the broad sandy river but roosting Gr
Cormorants and two fighting Pied Kingfishers, before
arriving in Yingjiang town for a two-night stay.

29th March was the birdiest d
southwest along the river towards the southern part of
the Yingjiang section of the Tonghiguan Reserve. On the
way we enjoyed a couple of Ashy Woodswallows butt-
wiggling atop the radio mast at our breakfast stop

v of our trip, We drove




village. Back on the road Ruy found a superb male
Citrine Wagtail on a marshy pond. Further exploration
revedled a mini-fall with & male Siberian Rubythroat and
a Red-throated Flycatcher in the same small arca.

As we nearcd the reserve Prof. Han pointed out that
where we were now passing through fields he had known
to be forest just ten years before, and we noted new
paddies being bulidozed nlongside the newly formed
road which was being built 1o facilitate the importation
of huge logs from Myanmar (we saw over 20 trucks go
past) and the construction of new hydro-electric power
facilities on the river. Depressing.

Despite this the birds stll performed, and we added both
Bluc-bearded and Chestnut-headed B s (one of
the few species to benefit from cutting new slopes for
roveds) to our trip list in just a few kilometres, Other good
forest birds included a Green-billed Malkoha, Lesser
Racket-tafled Drongo, four Blue-winged Leafbirds, a

l ded and ph hed Bl 1 Barbet
(possibly a new county record), a trio of Plain
Flowerpeck 8 fubulous L iled Broadbills. a

couple of Common Green Magpies seen only by Karen,
4 Streaked Spiderhunter exploning banana flowers, a
solitary Dollarbird, &
Mountain  Imperial
Pigeon, and a Barred
Cuckoo Dove called
twice.

e

On the way home we
checked out several
riverbanks,  Prol.
Han finding our first.
and highly soughi-
after, River Lapwing. Later on, following a stop tocheck
out a flock of over 50 Yellow and White Wagtails
(afboides, oculuris and lencopsis), and a rather tany
Wryneck, we found another, head-bobbing away on the
bank next 1o ckety-looking [oothridge. Our other
major river bird was Small Pratincole — a new counly
record - comprising one bird flying downriver und a flock
of ahout 80 heading determinedly upstream at dusk. Our
total for the day was 115 species.

3ih March was our last day in western Yunnan, and we
again headed west, this time towards Tonghiguan town
itsell. Once again the building of a new road had
seriously damaged the habitat and we heard from
Professor Han that Black-backed and other forkuals
used 10 be common along the road before its
“improvement”, Our best forest bird along here was &
probable Kalij Pheasant that whizzed past Ruy and
Karen and crossed the road as | wis looking the wrong

wiy, and a couple of Spot-breasted Parrotbills were a
nice surprise.

But the bird of the day belonged to Karen, who having
diligently checked every paddy and stream for the last 10
days hit the jackpot 45 km along the road, when a black
blah in u fallow paddy ficld tumed out to be our long
ed Crake! There were in fact two
birds picking carcfully but fearlessly through the fiekds
and for almost an hour they gave superb views, allowing
us to photograph them from ubout 30 metres away, and
at one stage chasing off a couple of “Swintail™ Snipe that
had the bad manners to come 100 close!

With time running out to catch our flight we made few
stops en the road back to Mangshi, but did see two more
River Terns, a couple of Crested Honey Buzzards and
seven Grey-headed Lapwings along the Yingjiung River,
and 3 Citrine Wagtails on a marsh on the mountain road.
We said a sad farewell to Mr Zheng and our drivers
before boarding the 5:45 flight for Kunming where we
also said goodbye to Prof Han, mindful of the
contribution cach had made 1o making the trip such a
terrific success.

315t March we spent the morning at the Western Hills,
paving RMB 200 [or u taxi to take us, wait and bring us
busck. We saw few birds, but did scope Black-headed and
Brown-headed Gulls on Lake Dian from the cable car
station, heard more Pallus” Warblers call in 2 hours than
in the whole of the rest of the trip, and on the
chairlift down (we should have taken
it up as well) a pair of White-
collared Yuhinas put in a

briel appes Feral
Azure-winged
the

ne

hird, giving us a
towl of 297
species in 12
I very much hope
toretumt W
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The BIRDS of
HONG KONG and
SOUTH CHINA

The Birds o Hong Kong and
SOHT}J Cb”hq Authors; ~Clive Viney,

Karen Phillipps,
Lam Chiu Ying

Y The latest edition of “The Birds of Hong Kong and South China” is eventually released. This edition

"

ook thik longast time to be released since 1977, The tast edition was publishad in 1534, in thase ten
years fime, the 1934 editon provided valuable information for many bind watchers, and also fostered
fots of bird-walching professionals or experts, Based on the 1994 edition, the incraase in Hong Kong
bird species and information gathered from Guangdong provinces have enriched the contents and

wriforrnation of the new edition. Thus it is iotally different from the last edition.

th a white background featuring 3 Black-faced
Spoonbills in different postures, the cover of the new
edited “The Birds of Hong Kong and South China™
has fully demonstrated an elegant classical style. Apart
fvom the surprise brought by the cover design, readers
must find it amusing while reading through the book:
over 8K species which can be found in HK and South
China provinces (including Guangdong, Guangxi &

Hainan) are recorded. This is nearly 2 times more
than that of the 1994 edition at which only 460 species
wats included!

As the new edition remains the same size and number
of pages of what the old one does. both the font size
.md lustrations in it have become smaller. Spec-
e arrangement of texts and illustrations is
better l'nr the new edition, with related birds putting

the Big City

Author: Henry Lui

“bird” guide should be & convensent tool book.

Wrim-n by Henry Lui and published by Hong Kong Discovery Co,
ntroduces over 40 bird species that
a. Every bird is i
bilingual descriptions and vivid pictures. Readers can_identify the birds
well as observe the differences
between opposite sexes, adults and juveniles. This is a very practical book

Lid., “Birdwatching in the Big Ci
can be found in Hong Kong urb:

from different angles and body features,

8 Birdwatching in

Bird walchers in Hong Kong are lucky as it is not déficult
1o enjoy bind watching even in the cly cenlre. Parks in
wrban areas, green zones and suburh areas attract many
iinds of birds. If you are a junior bird watcher, birds in
urban areas can certainly provide you chances o practics
and increase bird identification skills. For those bird
wialchess who abways camry a binocular 1o work ¢¢ 1o schood, a small and hand-carried

e
Hong Kong
Bird News
May-August 2005

= Richard Lewthwaile
These are unchecked records &
mambers are reminded of the
importance of submitling all
records on cards or electronically

May s=wecmae e,

With summer approaching fast,
d with a s ing of mi came
through. In Deep Bay, the most
notable migrants of the first two
weeks were a Ruddy-breasted

featuring writer’s tips on bird
hatspots. In additi

chers.

both
The writer Mr,

1 amd fresh bird-we

vivacious side of the

=

cost $38, ISBN 988-98539-1-4, W

| v and urban hird |
1, ph«ﬂo\ of 16 urban common species are put at Iht,
last section of the book. It is believed to be a valuable reference tool 1o

Henry Lui is an experienced bird-
photographer, He is also u seasoned writer. We can not only enjoy the
. but alse the sincerity of the author,
“Birdwatching in the Big City™ is in 18cm x 11.5cm, with 80 pages and

Crake and eight Blue-tailed Bee-
caters at Long Valley (K1) a

backed Starling at Kam
Tin, and a late Ruddy Shelduck,
1600 Red-necked Stints, a
Spoon-billed Sandpiper and an
Origntal Cuckoo at Mai Po
{YYT). Elsewhere, there were
reports of a  Silver-backed
Needietail and an Ashy Minivet

catcher and
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together for casier references, [t is believed 1o be more
user-friendly than the ofd edition where some of the
related birds are listed separately (E.g. Purple Swamp-
hen, part of Minivets and Red Phalarope). In addition,
the new book tries 1o arrange both a bird's static and in-
motion illustrations on the same page. Readers can get
quick reference from it, especially when observing
raptors, natatorial birds and wading birds which has 10
depend much  on  the flight motions or
characteristics upon identification. In the past, many
bird watchers found it difficult to identify sea gulls and
warblers, but now it will be an casy job as morc
information and pictures have been added for reference,
Unique species such as Hainan Leal Warbler, Hainan
Partridge and other uncommon species can be found in
Hainan province where it is isolated and located in the
lower ude. For this reason, the last section of the
bird guide has especially introduced some of the major
records collected from Hainan

Both Clive Viney and Lam Chiu Ying are world famous

bird-watching urwm with ;.ﬂr& nt experience in
editing il g dbooks. This
book is going to bring all bird u;nchcrn new
knowladge on the specics. The delicate pictures drawn
by Karen Phillipps have definitively made the book
even more appealing and enjoyable. The new “Hong
Kong and South China Birds” covers half of those
birds. which appear within the Chinese territory,
including some of those in Fujian, Jiangxi, Hunan and
Hubei, Bird watchers can simply bring it along and
travel each of the provinces in South China. As many
species covered in this book are not recorded in Hong
Kong, junior bird-watchers may find it a bit difficult to
start with. It is therefore still recommended to check
with the old edition when looking for the birds in
Hong Kong and Guangdong.

Until now only English version has been released, the
Chinese version is coming soon. The book is in AS
size, with 260 pages und cost $138 (cheaper than the
previous version!) , ISBN: 962-02-0347-X. 'V

at Po Toi on 2nd and a White’s Thrush at Ng Tung
Chai on Sth (EMSK), the latest ever spring date.

All other significant reports during the month
concemned actual or potential breeding species. The
KCR ponds at Lok Ma Chau hosted up to six
Pheasant-tailed Jacanas, & Red Turtle Dove carrying
nesting material and up to three Black-naped Orioles.
At Mai Po, Pied Avocets were seen ing, and &
Bladcmmgcd Stile chick was the third
successive year in which this species has produced
young. At Kam Tin, a White-cheeked Starling (one of
up to nine noted during the month and a species for
which there are no previous Hong Kong breeding
records) was seen carrying food towards & nest site, two
Red-rumped Swallow nests were found, and at least 20
pairs of White-shouldered Starlings were found
breeding (JA). At Cheung Chay, Black-naped Orioles
were singing.

Surveys in Mirs Bay logged 200 Bridled, 9% Black-
nuped and four Common Terns.

June =
“The summer months are traditionally poor for birds,

In June this year, heavy rain was an almost daily event
and the usual breeding terns appear to have been
completely unsuccessful, though a Greater Crested
Tern was found at the Ninepins. There were also
reports of 4 Swinhoe's Egret, two Oriental Pratincoles
and two over ing Black-faced Spoonbills, a

T S kT T

Common Teal and & Gargancy, all at Mai Po.

At Lok Ma Chau, there were reports of recently-
fledged young of Red Turtle Dove and Black-naped
Oriole.

July s
Evidence of autumn passage wis noted towards the end
of the month at Kam Tin, where a Black Bittern and
Grey-headed Lapwing were present, and at Ho Chung,
where & Forest Wagtail on 28th was the ecarlicst by
about 10 days,

Two locally-bred Black Bazas were photographed near
Sai Kung on 10 July, as were Greater Painted Snipe
chicks at Mai Po. Meanwhile, at Lok Ma Chau, at least
one juvenile Oriental Turtle Dove was found.
suggesting the specics may have nested Incally.

August —

The reworked Mai Po scrape continued 1o attract good
numbers of roosting shorebirds, especially during 22nd-
23rd when following a period of relentless heavy rain
there were counts of 885 Red-necked Stint, at least 50
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, 253 Terek Sandpiper and 28
Asian Dowitcher (JA, MLC, RWL, EMSK, YYT), all
of which were the highest ever in autumn. At least 175
Whimbre! were also counted there, whilst at Shuen
Wan 11 Black-winged Stilt was an unusual report.

A juvenile Chinese Grosbeak was seen at Kam Tim
carlier in the month. W %



- Comi
Date Leader | Speaker Activity | Details

5 Now (Sat) YAM Wing Yiu Small Group Activity: Kap Lusg Trall B0 140
For members anty; Linited w & members oaly:
Please feserve the place by sending email (6

stembersbipdl hibws org bk
& Now (Sun Tal Lam Clung AN — 1300 XX
DR 962060 M Bus Stop Sin Lam
(Tai Lam Chung Police Quaners)
12 Now (Sat) Mike KILBURN Small Group Activity: Ng Tung Chai 0730 - 12400 XXX
OR Wai Hung For members only: Limited 1o 4 members only;
Please reserve the place by senuing email
[ e bik
13 Now {Simp WONG Jemi Chaing Mei L) — 13:00 XX
John HOMLES 0745 Tai Po KCR station Taxd stasion
16 New { Wy Richard LEWTHWAITE Isdoor Meeting <Bird Records of Year 2004 & HK 1900 - 2030
Winter Migrant>

Room 1113, Hong Kong Seout Centre, Scou Path,
Austin Rd, Kowloon (Member $10, Non-member $30) |
19 Now iSat) WONG Ondy Soxall Group Activity: Tai Po Au 00 — 300 XXX
For members only: Limsed 1o 8 menshers only:
Phease reserve the place by sending email 1o

5 arghk i
20 Now (Sun) YING Hak King Boat Trip: Po Tol., Lamma Chansel R0 — Dy XXX
Cary CHOW OR:00  Aberdeen Public Pier {ncar Ocean Court)

100 back w Aberdeen Public Pier
(Member S50, Nom-member $200) G 109)
Nater We will mor Land enroute, so pleave brivg yowr
funmcih aud enough drinking water. This will be @ long
trip om apen witers. The ride could be quite rowgh
annad vioee peaple may be seavick, |
26 Nov (Sat) TAl Sheung Lai Soall Group Activity: Shing Muon R0~ 1200 XX
Heta YIP Limnitcd 1o § menshers oaly: Please reserve the place
by sending email to membershipddhkbows.ong hk
27 Now (Sum) HUNG Wai Ming Kadooric Farm 000 - 12:00 XX
Miranda CHAN 07:45  Tui Wo KCR stution Taxi station
3 Dec (Sa) HUT Betiy Snxall Group Activity: Mul Tse Lam, Shatin 0730 - 110 XX
Limited 108 members only: Please reserve the place
by seruing emasl to membershipde kb org bk

4 Dee (Sun) CHEUNG Jose Small Group Acthity: Ng Tung Chai 0730 = 1200 XXX
Alberio Limited 10 4 members only; Please reserve the place |
i i o i hi
10 D (Sat) FONG Forrest Snaall Group Activity: Tsim Bei Tsiu 0730~ 1 300 XXX
LEE Hok Fei Limited t & members only; Please reserve the place
Iy sending emal 1o membershipd bkl org bk
FLNG Robin Mai Po L0800 - 16400 XX
CHAN Yung 00 Koo Torg MTR
LEE Nicola Seation | Kept Road exit) or E B
LAMCY 0 Mai Po carpark

couch beaves Mai Po ot 15:00 and hack 10
Kawloon Tong at 1640
14Dec (Wed)  Mike CHALMERS. Indoor Meeting <11 of Rirds (2) : Gulls & Tem> 19:000 - 200:30
Room 1113, Hong Kong Scom Centre, Scout Path,
Austin R, Kowloon (Member $10. Nan-member 30}

17 Dec iSat) HO Wai Chun Small Group Activities: Sha Tin Pass [ZETETET) NN
Limited 10 4 members anly; Please reserve the phor
hy sending email
1% Dec (Sun) WONG Hok Ss0 Nam San Wai & Sha Po (00— 13:00 XX
CHAN Alan 0800 West Raibway Yuen Long Station (7-11 Shop)
ruzdum-wdumn.\rmmmh«mmnu«mmm in the HKBWS a'[mmien E Please (W in the hooking
BBS (hupeiwww i binfyubhyY a BB p} arTngemen| lip s peturn




Booking Note |+~ 1 i S SN

Note! Priority is given to members of the Society. The X rating conveys the degree of difficulty in each outing in terms of seeing the

berds. Members are of course more than welcome to attend any cvent. Please show your membership card when joining the activities,

* Members who wse the Society coach 1o Mai Po must confirm their attendance by returning the booking slip with payment. Those
ustreg their own transport please also send in their booking slips to the Mai Po tour coordinator — this is impontant because the
masimum number of members who can attend the outing is 50, as set by the AFCD permit. Failure to do so may result in being
refused access to the reserve.

+ According to the requirement of the Hong Kong Police and the Agnicubture, Fisheries and Conservation Department, participants
for the Mai Po activities should provide their full names and Hong Kong 1D No. to register for access 10 the Frontier Close Arca
and Mad Po Marshes,

* 11 their applications for joining Mai Po/boat trips are not ampm! applicants will be notified by phone or by e-mail at least one
week before the outing.

Po trips will have to pay
Payment to the Socety may be made in two ways: by returning the Activity Buuhns Skip with o cheque in Enﬁnh made out to the

“Hong Kong Bird Watching Society Lid™
For all oued civities p d drinks. tate cloth the location, and sun cream and mosquito kotion if needed!

Activity Booking Slip

* MaiPo Trip

Twish to reserve places for by

O 10 Dec(San) Membershipno.:

* Coach fare: O —_ x HKS#0Member
O x HKSSWNon-member”

# mmmuu,uarkmﬂﬂhwmmwm;m#nmqmmm“#

ssing oh

Mai Po Marshes Entry Permi:. [ Yes [ No Frontier Closed Area Permit: [0 Yess [ No .'
+L fill reame HEK LD. No.
(I miare than one attendance, please add paper to fill in the infarmatton of the other attendances |

»  Boat Trip >

Twish M S Ll
*  [J 22Nov(Sun): Poiand Lamma Channel (HKS| 50/member, HK $200mon-members)
MfmﬂKS_WmmegKﬂuﬁmWﬂh\gWﬂym

Name: Contact No.:

Address:

Dute: Sig

Nowe: Pl o s appls ,......n-mmmuuqm
mthMﬂm}ﬂl’an\r&o‘
* Please [Hax appropriate

«<Please emal this reply slip ip hi >

Small Group Activity (For members only)

1 wish to reserve places for members for the Small Group Activity 10 be held on at

MName: Membership Card No.:

Email:







WX - mAaE (M)
Crasted Goshawk — Stanlay Fok
{Long Valley)

* 134412005
* DSLR Camera with 800mm/E 6 lens
+1.4x converter

BE-XEW (ER)
Shahin Falcon — IP Chi Kuen (Siu Sal Wan)

* 20072005
= Fiwidscope and Digital Camora
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