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Chairman's word - creung Horal

The world is changing. HKBWS needs to change and fo move
forward, The Long Valley project is a new project fo HKBWS. HKBWS

s now octively ging an imp: conservation site in Hong
Kong. Over the lost 9 months, we have started 1o see our
manogement actions slowly in place, and some of our actions
have been producing very good resulls. Many of you who have
visited Long Valley should have already noficed these changes.
Here | thank our staff Vicky and Wai Yan to make this possible. |
would also like fo point out that the Long Valley project needs your
participation fo make it more successful. For exomple, good bird
watching records are important to plan our future management
aclion. Beoutiiul and inferesting phatos can help I promoe inferest
in the site and focillate education. Careful uses of the site can
preven! excessive disturbances to the wildide. Public guided fours.
will commence in October. Regular surveys ore also going on,

3

¥ work can olso use vol “Your participation
is welcome in ol these efforts. If HKBWS can do a good job, that
‘will strengthen our position when we fry o goin support fo confinue

the project in Riture years.




Annual General Meeting

57 members attended the Annual Genaral Meeting of
the Society on 28 September 06 at the Hong Kong
O The Chaiman  the work and
achievements of the Society in 2005/06, Comments
and suggestions on future devalopmant were raised
Iy members in the subsequent discussion session.
Mr. Henry Lui stepped down from the post of Honary
Secratary after serving for 2 years. We would like to
thank Mr. Lud for his work in the position, Mr, Alan
Chan was slectad to taks up the rola.
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2007 Membership Card

The design of the membarship card for 2007 is
completed. We tharik Ms Puk Yk Ying for doing the
artwork and Mr. KK Hui for contributing a superb phata
of a flying Roseate Tem for the design.
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Changes in the Memb
Committee

We would like to express our thanks to Ms Puk Yuk
Ying for designing the antwork and layout of the Bulletin
for the last 5 years since issue no. 181, Her work wil
be taken up by Ky Design starting from this issue but

hip Affairs

.
.
.
.
.
-
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

e

| Offer to Members for buyi

binoculars or telescope

Offer 1:
‘We are pleased to have the suppart of Schmid! Marketing

[H.

K.) Ltd for buying Minox binoculars or telescopes at a

special price. The company will also make a donation of 10%
of the purchase price 10 the Society. Detals are as follows:

y b
2

3

Models, price and donation can be found in our website.
The Special Offer only apphes 1o members of the Society,
Plaase send your order form and chegue 1o the Sociaty
office. Members are also required to coliect the crderad
equipment from our office.

Please attach the order form and a cheque payabie to "The
Hang Kong Bird Watching Society” and send to our affice.
ou can also make an order at the office in person.

Offer 2:

We are also

Company

d by the "Canon |

Limited” in the offer of a special price 1o buy a designated
made of binoculars. Datais are as follows:

1:

Model and price can be found in our website.

2. Tha Special Offer only applies to members of the Soclety.

3.

Interested members please forward your personal
Infarmaticn (name, membership number and contact
number anly) to our office through emall, fax or by post.
W will send your name and contact phone number to the
staff of Canon after verifying your membership. You wi be
contacted by the staff of Canon iater on,

Members are required to pay and coliect the binoculars

she will continue 1o peovica help in membership affairs. at the Hung Hom affice of Canon.
W\srmmajmlhankm&mn\l\fongandl\dsﬁeny R R R
i, both lonig-serving of the . _

Afiairs Committee, foe their contribution in the operati Bi s and pes Borrowing

of the Society. They have left the Committes recently Scheme

and Mr, Alan Chan has joinad as replacement,
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Double Happiness

With October came double happiness: Mr Lo Wan
an, Manager (Projects and Communication) and Mr
Robin Fung, member of the Education and Publicity
Committee were mamied to their other hahwes on the
same day on 14 Oclober 2008 afterncon at the Shatin
Marriage Ragistry. The ceremcnies were attended by
many veteran mambers of the Society, filing up all
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Wa wouid like 1o express our gratitude to "Swarovskl Hong
Kong Limited™ and “Schmidt Marketing (H.K.) Limited” for
landing some of their high quality binoculars and telescopes
to members of the Sociaty for trying. The bomowing peniod
is 2 weaks, It 5 free of charge but a deposit s requined, Piease
call the office to resenve and plck up inour office at the agreed
time.
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Acknowledgments:
1. Schmict Markating H.K) Ltd
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seats and standing room in the small
Congratutations to Lo and Robin,

i Hong Kong Ltd

3. Cancn Hong Kong Comparny Limited
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{Dec 2005 - Nov 2007)
Project Progress:

Currently thera are 96,000 ft* of shallow water habitat,
20,000 17 of dry agricultural land, 23,500 2 of wat agricuitural
tand and 252,000 #t2 of tamniand margin joined the management
schame. An addition 50,000 2 of wet agrcuttural land was added
during September to November,

Shallow Water Habitat:

In Juty, we have removed weeds from a large plece of abandoned
farmiand in the sast of Long Valley. Freshwater was then pumped
in and turmed the famiand into shaliow water habitat. The creation
of wetland attracts different kinds of binds, such as Black-winged
Stit, Wood Sandpiper, Snipes and also Common Teal,

Wet Agricultural Land:

d Humans in Harmony - A Sustainable Management Scheme in Long Valley

The newly added shallow water habital

Paday rice

Paddy rice was one of the main crops
plarted in Long Valley during the 60s
and 70s. In August, we plant rice again
hera in Long Valley. Rice grains came
out in September which attracts lots
of munias. We are going o harvest
part of the grains, if possibis, for the
seads of rica planting next year,

Wet Agricultural Land (during bird
migration period):

During September 1o Novemiber, we
planted Water Spinach on 50,000 ft?
of tasmiand and controfied the height
of crops so as to provide sultable
habitats for migratory birds.

Eco-tour guide training and Eco-tours at Long Valley

We have organized a tour guide training programme in Jyly and
August, The training included lectures. site visits and an assessment.
Participants are mainly studenis, housewives and local residents.
There are altogether 34 tour guides passed the training

In September, a bird watching activity was organized for the tour
guides in order to familiar them with birds in Long Valley under the
qguidance of experienced mambers.

Eco-tours ware organized for the public starting from October,
Participants showed Interest in knowing the ecology of Lang Vaey
and watching birds. They alsc appreciate the beauty of wid birds,

Dry Agricultural Land:

The 3 round of Flowering Chinese
Cabbage (Choi Sum) was planted
in September and flowered since
October. The farmiand with yeliow
flowers that member may seen
during this period is the ona undar
our management.

Bird Monitoring Programme:
We have carried cut a night bird
sunvey in Long Valley in September.
There were 4 Savanna Nightjars,
saveral dozens of Black-winged
Stilts and over a hundred Wood
Sandpipers

1 tha cf
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of Long Valey to students




1. Early Moming Bird Watchers for overseas tourists
Tha Society is
now working
with Hong
Kong Tourism
Board to
promate bird
walching for
overseas
tourisls in our
urban parks.
The Board will
promolte bird
watching to
tourist agents who will receive overseas tourist, and the
Club will arrange qualiied interpratars to conduct the
2006
No. of overseas tourist Oct 2006 A total of 6 times and
about 25 people

Special thanks to Mr David Chol and Mr John Holmes

Owverseas tourist enjoy bird watching
in Urban Park.

2.Bird watching interpretation in Hong Kong
Wetland Park
Bird watching interpratation has been extended to Hong
Kong Wetland Park since September by the members
of the club. Valunteers will be arranged in each Saturday
and Sunday in the hides inside the Park and using a
tefascope to show the beauty of birds to general public.
Atotal of 143 person-time have been participated in this
service in Sept and Oct 2006.

The Hang Kong Jockey Chub Charities Trust

To encourage maore people participating in the contest and
upgrads their technioue, a lecture and five cutdoor practices
have been organised for general pubiic and students, A tota
of 330 have been taken part the activities.

Date: &Aug, 12 Aug, 19 Aug, 26 Aug, 27 Aug and
14 Oct 2006

Wanue: Kowloon Park, Long Valley, Tal Po Kau and Mai Po

3.Early Morning Bird Watchers at Kin Park & HK Park
Mo, of participants in Hong Kong Park from July to
October 2006: 223
MNo. of participants in Kowlocon Park from from July to
October 2006: 424

Bird watching activities

22-23/7/2006 exhibiion has been set up in the peer of Tap
Mun 1o promote the consarvation of tems.

BM0/2006 arange volunteers in 4 parks to promote bid
watching on Hong Kong Bird Watching Day

The 5" Bird ing Interp
for Elderly

The Club has organised the 5th fraining workshop in
MNovember to recruit more elderdy volunteers for promote
bird waiching. A total of 4 lectures and 4 outings will be

Tralning p

arranged for
participants. Those
who pass the
assessment are

qualified to be the
intesprater in future
activities.

Special thanks to
Kowlgon Park for
offerng lecture venue.

Childran alsa found bird watching
imaresting.

photographers taught
students how o take bird photos.




In response 1o the Workd Bird Festival 2006 crganised by BrdLife International and to promata the fun and advantage
in bird watching, Hong Kong Bird Watching Society has organised the first Hong Kong Bird Watching Day® on 8 Oct
2006 in the follawing places:

Tsim Bai Tsui, Nam Sun Wal, Long Valley, Hong Kong Wetland Park, Hong Kong Park, Kowloon Park, Tuen Mun Park,

Special thanks fo:

} Lad , Swarovakd Hong Kong Lid,

Canan Hong Kong Campany Limited,

Supporting Organizations:

WANF Hong Kong, Agricutum, Fishiries & Consenvation Deparment,
Hong kong Witiand Park, Leisure and Cuural Senvices Department
Vohmtesrs:
members of the Crested Bultad Club, Alan Chan, Gary Chow, Cheung Ho-fal
FHung Wai-ming, M L Lau, P W i, ¥ N Chan, 5 ¥ Chol,H C Poon, Tory Hung,
¥ F Ng. George Lam. Alan Lam, MW Poon, ML Lee, ©H W, TLOr

P Wong, K K Lam, ¥ Kwok, ¥ T Szota, W

-
Wisitors wan attracted by Common Kingfshor
and MNight Heron insice Tuan Park

The Hong Kong Post is going to publsh the
2006 Definithve Stamps using Hong Kong birds
as the theme. To respansa this graat event, the
Socisty will produced 2 First Day Gover for
members and public to purchase. One with the
while se1 of 16 stamps wil be sold at HKS250,
Another set is attached with ane or two law-
vaiue stampls) sokd at HIKE12, You are welcome
1o place order 1o the office.



Egret Research Group by Captain Wong

1. 2006 Hongkong Egretry Survey
A tatal of 1009 nests were recorded. The number of Great
Egret nests reached a recent new high of 128 fhests.
Howevar, Black-crowned Night Herons continued to decling
(170 in 2005 but 121 in 2006), New nesting sites wera
found at Yaung Cheung (Piover Cove) and near Ngau Hom
Shek (Outer Deep Bay), A report will be produced,

2, Survey of Guizhou Province (China) nesting colonies
(May 2008)
Acting upan an imdtation by Prof Liang Wel of Hainan
Mormal University, members of ERG survayed northaast
and central Guizhou from 3rd to Tth May. A total of 1297
nests of 4 species (Lite Egret, Cattle Egret, Black crowned
Might Heron and Chinese Pond Heron) in 10 colonies wene
recordad. Littie Egret was the dominant species (845 nests,
50%), whie the least numerous was Cattle Egret {18 nests,
19). A report will be produced.

Kite Research Group

The seasonal pattern of the Black Kite popultation 2006 is
matching with the previous 5 years. Winter migrants ane back
in Sept/Oct; so the popuiation has a significant increase.

As tha counting spot in Hamplon place, Olympic, has closed
for renovation. so we have been stop counting from this spot
until further notice.

Our membar Chan Tin Lok has studied aboard since Sept
06, but he wil continue to suppor KRG as a guest resaarcher
in his vocation in Hong Kong in the futune.

We conducted the monthly kite count as usual, The result
for the count as below:

Feb 133 129
Mar 7 132
Apr a3 /
May 33 32
Jun 38 42
Jul 163 B85
Aug n 205
Sep 51 165
Oct 140 320

Tern Research Group by Alan Chan

Wieekly surveys on breading 1erns wene continuad
at Mrs Bay, 2006 proved o be a very bad year
for Black-napeds in the area. The old colony off
Tap Mun continued to be abandened since late
Juna 2005, No bird was seen around except for
& few foraging individuats, probably from a small
isfand furthar north, The number of Bridieds at
"Tern lsland” ramained steady at around 150, a
further dacling from the 200+ of last year,

Surveys o southeastemn waters wers camied out
on 11 June and 21 July. A small island to the
east of Sal Kung bacame the largest term breeding
ground in Hong Kong this year, Over 200 birds
of all three breeding species were found, with
Black-naped being the majority. Up to 40
when at least one chick was noted. During the
same trip a Black-naped nest with chick was
found at the Ninepins Group, and 23 Bridleds
occupied an island further south,

Members of the Grested Bulbul Club staged a
small exhibition on terns at Tap Mun on 4
weskands in July 06, We would ke to express
our greatest thanks to them for ther volunteer
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Conservation News
- Mike Kilburn

AFCD Staff member ‘N*
in ‘Mudskipper Collector Krreat

In issue 199 and in the HEBWS website we repoded in rother strong language on
the large numbers of illegal mudskipper callectors in Deep Bay, and the otk of co-
operation offered 1o AFCD In conducting enforcement operations by the Marine Police:

Since these reports were published fhe situation has changed, with joinf operations
Ibetween the police and AFCD leading fo fhe arrest of § mudskipper collectors on 208h
July, and 18 arrested on 22nd Septernber according fo repers published on the
wbisite by WWEF. It is also undersioed that these joint operations will continug,

During the operafion conducted on 20th July an AFCD officer wos injured when the
hevercraft overtumed. Although he wos odmitled 1o hospital 1o receive treatment,
he wos subsequently released. It is o sobering reminder that such operafions invabe
considerable difficulties, and must be carried out in @ dongerous environment: The
commitment of government officials involved in such octions s greafly apprecicled.

\We have alsa heard fram WWF that a new problem is mainlonders crossing the border
llegally to collect Rozor Clams on the mud to the wes! of Tsim Bei Tsui, which is oulside
the Ramsar sife. This area is also used by feeding shorebirds, which are scored away
by the presence of the fishermen. While this issue fafts outside the jurisdiction ol AFCD,
it remains the responsibility of Marine Police and Border Police.

As with mudskipper colleciors these people can be reported fo the police s illegal
Border crossers. However, if possible ry to find out if fhey have come from Shenzhen
- local people also collect the shells - legally! The key is if you see o boat coming
across Deep Boy from Shenzhen, or sheilfish collectors, returning to a beat as the
tidde rises in order to Return 10 Shanzhen, Marine Police have very fost boats, which
can egsily catch the boals used by the fishermen.

In order 1o ollow the police 1o respond os fost as pessible WWF hove placed the
numbers of Marine Palice in the Boardwalk hides, You can also simply cof 999 and
ask for marine police and report “egal border crossars”, Please also log the incident |
in the inciden! book left by WWF in the boardwolk hides.

When you ge! home, please post your sighling on the BBS, Including what acfion the
palice took, if you ore oble to observe i, or whot they soid when you called in the
problam, and repart the incident by email to AFCD: ol_wong@afcd.govhk, Lew Young,
the Mai Po Monager af young@wwi.org hk
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Removing mangrove seedlings from
the Deep Bay mudflats

Every autumn since the mid-1980s, the mangrove scedlings
on the Deep Bay mudflars in frone of the loating hindwarching
hides have been removed This woek is so tha Wwe can maintain
an open area of mudflas where the birds on the mudflar can
roost and feed, and also allows visiors ta the birdwatching

hides views of the birds on the mudflar,

This wnek, however,is getting harder each vear with the mudflac
acereting each year due to the silt that is settling on the top,
This causes the mudilat 1o become higher and dries, making
it more suitable for mangrove seedlings to cstablish as well a3
prasses to grow. If this work was not carried out, then the
mudilar would quickly become covered by mangroves and the
mudflar where the birds roost and fed would be kost.

This year, the work will be carried aur from September and
will be completed by the end of October befwe the arrival of
the wintering waterbinds,

1 you have any questions abaut these works, then please don'e
hesitate 10 ask any of the WWF ssaff a1 Mai Po, You can contact
us by telephone (2471-6306) or by e-mail (young@wwForg b,
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Shandong trip, 6-12 August 2006

= Richard Lewthwaite

has quite an | ing
birding literature dating back to the
tresaty port era. lts north coast was hailed
for its healthy summer climate,
“Chefoo™ (Yantai) being known as the
“Scarborough of China® 1o foreign
residents of the 1870s. whilst
“Weihaiwei” (Woihai) was later o be
the site of & British naval hospital. Both
Robert Swinhoe and Pere Armand
David paid brief visits to Chefoo in
1868, recording amongst other birds
Short-tailed Albatross and Streaked
Shearwater, Swinhoe also spent the
summer of 1873 convalescing there
and wrote an fbix paper with notes on
over a hundred species. Kenneth H,
Jones, who is best known for co-
authoring with R.E. Vaughan an fis
paper on the birds of Hong Kong,
Macao and the West River, spent three
sumimers in the vicinity of Wehaiwed
in the early 190{s and wrote a fine
paper, also published in the fisi, with
notes on 110 species. Jones introduced
the area with these words:

“The Shantung Peninsula is
peculiarly well suited for the reception
of migrating hirds as they pass from
north o south in autumn or in the
reverse direction during the spring.
Korea is not much more than a hundred
miles to the north and east, Port Arthur
and the (Liaodong) Peninsular are still
nearer and almost directly due north,
and two hundred miles or so further
north and west, across the Guif of
Pechili, lies Manchuria. From all these
lands, and from the vast spaces of
North-castern Asia which lie behind
them, there pours down in early autumn
a flood of migramts, and right across
the southward track of very many of
them streiches the Peninsuln of
Shamung.”

1'd long wanted to visit Shandong

and had ths this summes, toagh
1 knew it was far 1o early for the flood
of migrants described by Jones, Mo-
yung Yuk Lin and | scheduled a trip so
that we spent the first three days on the
south coast hased at Qingdao and the
last four days on the north const based
mainly at Weihai, We made excursions

for Shandong were Vinous-throated
Parroithill (theee at Loo Shan and another
in a city park  Qingdao) and Crested
Myna (three at a city park in Qingdan).
It's possible that the Crested Mynas
were released or escaped binds - [ saw
four together kept as pets in Qingdao
- but the species is common in pans of

w Lao Shan from Qingdao and 1o neighbouring Jiangsu and is now known
Penglai, Yantai, Kunyu Shan, in Beijing.

Cl and Tian E Hu (. tal The hircls of the trip
lagoon just south of C were Black-tailed Gull (day of
which according o local people holds 880 and 122, including about 150
thousands of swans in winter), all from  juveniles, on the north coast on 10th
‘Weihai. A spectacular rocky promontory — and 11th), Bam Swallow (peak day-

a1 Chengshantou marks the easternmost
point of the province and of China.

In the course of the trip. | managed
1o get in a bit of light birding and
recorded 33 species. The highlights
were o flock of nine Crested Honey
Buzzards coming in off the sea at
Chengshantou on 10th, the only definite
migrants of the trip, and two Oriental
Storks at salt-pans near Tian E Hu the
same moming, Since autumn migration
of the latter has not been observed at
Beidaihe tntil October, it seems likely
thal these Two were over-summering.

I saw_another, Crested Honey
Buzzzard (an adult male givinga rolling
aerial display culminating.in a posture
in which the wings weere held up straight
and high so that they almost seemed 1o
towch) at a scenic valley of rock and
pine at Kunyu Shan National Forest
Park, inland of Weihai, where we spent
two hours on the last moming. Also
seen there were three Chinese
Goshawks. six Oriental Turile Doves
and five Dollarbirds,

Chinese Bulbuls were present at
Qingdao, Lao Shan, Penglai, Weihai
{including juveniles) and near Kunyu
Shan. 1 think these are the first records
for the province. Also apparently new

count of 400), Red-rumped Swallow
(peak of 180 st Qingdao on 7ih, possibly
migrants), Tree Sparrow {100+ most
days) and Common Magpie
(widespread, peak of 40),

Onher birds [ especially enjoyed
were Eastern Curlew (three at Qingdao
Wan and 18 with a single Eurasian
Curlew at Tian E Hu), Manchurian
Hush Warber (six singing at Lso Shan)
and Meadow Banting (up to five
including sifging males at Lao Shan,
Weihai and Chengshantou).

I've_prepared an Excel sheet
showing all bird records from the trip
and also a Shandong log showing all
species Pye been dble 1o trace for the
province in the lirerature. If anyone is
interested in seeing cither of these, focl
free to contact me at
rwlewthwaste @ cubk.edu. hk.

Finally, a practicality - when
booking sccommodation for the trip.
we found we were able 1o get cheaper
room rates compared 1o walk-in rates
by pre-booking through www.beBS.
com. We didn’t peed 1o pay in advance,
bt simply paid up in the wsual way at
each hotel as we checked out,
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Bird Photography: The Basics (Part I)

K Hui FRPS

This is the second part of Bird Photography - The Basics and will concentrate
an shooting technigue as well as advances in equipment technologies.
Chaoices of tripods and Long Lens Techniques have already been covered

in my previous article in HKBWS Bulletin #199.

Auto-focus Advantage 0

The basic criterion of a good bird image i its sharpness.
In fact this applies to any photo taking. In the days of
manual facusing equipment, getting a sharp image on
action shots such as birds in fight was an

In itself. With the advent of auto-focusing technology,
attaining accurate focus is now routing, - if not totally

Cument SLR bodies from the major manuftacturers offer a
choice of two focusing medes for shooting static and
moving subjects, For example, the Canon EOS auto-
focusing system has what ans known as One-Shat (Nikon's
Single Servo) AF and Al Servo (Nikon's Conltinuous Servo)
AF modes, Users just select the AF modk 10 suit the subj

shutter button half way. When photographing a fiying bird
against a clean background such as the sky or smooth
water surface the multi focus points AF systerm works well
and focus on the subject is maintained. it's good practice
to first acouire focus using the central sensor, The system
‘will hold focus thersafter using the ofher sensors as long
a5 tha subject is within the focus area, If the background
s featured or has lots of contrast, maintaining auto focus
on the subject would be a dificult proposition at best. This
s th timie when you want 1o switch 1o a sngie focus point.

Shooting Birds In Flight (&1

Taking flight shots remains a tremendous photographic
challange even with the advent of AF lechnology. The skil

One-Shot AF

This is designed with shooting stil subjects in mind. Pressing
the shutter button haltway activates AF cperation and
achieves focus once. One can then recompose the shot
and release the shutter by fully depressing the shutter
button to take the shot.

Most cameras now offer mitiple focusing points that are
user-sekectable. This avoids the need 1o “Center” a stationary
bird, F ing an the bird's eya is the way
in One-Shaot mode. For hard-to-focus situations one might
stil resort 1o using manual focus.

Al Servo AF
With moving subjects a difienent approach is required to
achieve focus. A predictive focus mechanism & bult into
this focus mode. The camera can focus frack a subject
that steacdly he shooting
occurs. It predicts the focusing distance and seis the
exposure immediately belons the pichure is taken. A number
urmmtﬁmmsmmmdm
1D Mk Il ) cover a large ansa of the viewfinder to ensure a
high success rate, As long as the subject is within tha
focusing points area, the camera will focus and track the
sublect automaticaly,
For the Al Servo 1o work, you must keep the active AF
aresor on the moving bird a5 you continue 10 depress the

of the FNTIENG The abslity to track
rapidly moving subjects with pracision requires lots of
practice especially when using a super telepholo lens such
as the BOOV4 which has an view angie of just over 4 degrees
and less so with digital DX farmat. Panning with the bird
in flight is an essential skill one needs to quickly acquine.
This can be achieved by practicing on large and siow-fiying
birds such as the Great Egret initialy. Small birds such as
Piovers and Sancipipers and birds that are fast and ematic
flyers such as ducks and kingfishers require the most skill
to capture them in fight. It's become a rule of thumb 1o
s the tastest shutter speed permissible to stop the motion
in fight photography. With pracise panning |'ve found that
& shutter spead of 1/1000s is sufficient 1o freeze a large
bird in flight and a 1/1800s is tha minimum for small birds
such as Kingfishers.

Image Design —Fﬁ—

When | talk about image design I'm actually referring to
the artistic and aesthetic expressicn in a phatograph and
how you'd place your subject in the frame to achieve it.

Composition

I the: last article | talked about the rule of thinds and keeping
the subject off-center leaving more space in front of the
bird for a pleasing composition. This applies nicaly with
horizontal composition. The ather choice you may want
1o explons is vertical compasition. As a genera! rule, a bird
standing tall fits batter and more pleasingly in a vertical



frame, |'d recommend having extra space in reserve at the
top in case the image makes it to become a cover shot of
abook or magazine.

Background

Choosae the background and use a large aperure to yisld
adiaan, and unclutiered backdrog in your image. An apertura
of /5.6 or larger would provide the minimum depth of fieid
and sufficient biurring of background. Also impartant is to
avoid any highlight or bright spots behind the subject.
Somatimes a simple change of shooting position, moving
It o right, would sliminate any distracting alaments in the
background t0o.

Mot alt lements in the background are bad. Natural objects
such as rocks, pebbies, leaves etc. can enhance the image
tremendously. These objects could well be part of the bind's
natural habitat. Some thought process is neaded to better
position them in the frame.

Perspective

It's best practice to shoct bids
at eye level. When
photographing shorebirds
ground level perspective i
important. Getting down as low
an angle as possible is the way
to go and this is what | term
as blending with your subject
[Photo #1]. Clawing in the mud
is fun and rewarding though
nat practical when shooting at
Mai Po Mature Reserve where
thesre are rules to ba obsanved
as well as restrictions unforfunately.

Last but not least, careful framing is vitally important. For
example, a bird with its feet cut off in a full-length portrait
wolild be a mistake hard to forgive, Always allow some room
for minor cropping if necessary later on,

Getling Close

Since wild birds are difficult to approach in the field, my
advice for anyone wanting 1o shoot birds is to ksam and
acquire the knowladge of their behavior and their habitat.
Armed with this knowledge and with good anticipation of
what their naxt move might ba you would be rewarded.

Getling close to your subject to fil-the-frame is a goal in
achieving good images and the process always excites me,
Birds are creatures of habit 1oo. They would returm fo their
sama perch or roos! site time and time again after they take
fight. With careful cbsenvation and patience you can lsam
to get close to them. Make a very slow approach to your
subject with low bady profile, clawing on your belly is an

effective choica of approach, and stops at intervals shooting
away quistly would allow the subject to gat accustomed to
your prasence, Remember you do this without impasing
undue siress 1o your subject whan you'ne approaching them.

While it's fun to appraach the subject in an apen field this
ks not abways possibie particularty f you're shooting around
1he nature resarve. Shooting from hides and waiting for the
birds 1o approach you would be an alernative, Picking the
right place and time of the day are of paramaunt impartance
then,

Decisive Moments
Interesting images of birds
behavior. Pre-visualizing and
pre-ampting the action would
lead to & successful shot
[Photo #2]. Timing is
everything and that's what |
called the decisive moment.
It is aver in spif of a second
hence requires the uimost
concentration of the
phatographer on the subject
and react ta i quickly,

Ba ready for the unaxpactad. This is achieved by maintzning
focus on the subject all the time. Having auto focus is a
huge advantage hers and 50 is the speedy frame- per-second
capabiity of your camera, It pays to make lots of shols when
capluring action!

Conclusion *ﬁ

I've 50 far coverad some of the basics on Bird Photography.
As you progress you will learn and refine your shoating
techniques. There are a number of key locations for shooting
various species of birds here in Hong Kang. My lavarites
inciude, top of my kst, Mal Po Mature Reserve and Mam
Sang Wal which are rencwned for ther shome and wetland
birds whila Tal Po Kau is for woodland birds.

My final raminder s this. Always ensure you'ra totally famiiar
with your equipment and be ready 1o take the shot of a
lifetime when the cpportunity presents. Remember the best
time to photograph birs is when the sun and wind are right
behind you.

Best and Good Shoating to all

- End -
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Hong Kong Bird Watching Society

g Bird Watching Society IHKBWS] will also publish our own Firs! Doy
Cover nomed ‘Birds ond People in Hormany, Molure Forever® to
commemorate this special day. It is also one of the celebrating events of 5
the Saciefy’s 50 annk ¥ bn 2007 d friends of HKEWS are 'll-lwb
welcome 1o subscribe. Defails are as follows:

1. 300 sets of Serviced First Day Cover affied with full set of 16 stomps ore
published, Eoch sef sold at HES250. An extra cost of HKS20 will be
chorged for mail order.

2. Anather set of Serviced First Day Cover offixed with 1 or 2 low-value
slamps are also published Eoch tef sokd af HKS12. An extra cost of HIKS20
will be charged for moil order

3. HKBWS should beor no responsibiity if the product gets any kind of
damage during the delivering process.

The Sociefy has also produced o speciol stamp for stamping.
The size of the Firs Day Cover is 21 % 29 cm.

Interested parfies phease fill in the subscription form and send o cheque
[payoble ta *The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society Limited ) with
the forrm o our office. Address: Room 1612, Beverley Commerciol Centre,
87-105 Chothom Road, Kowloon. For inquiry: 2377 4387

7. Website: www hkbws.org hi/phpB82 fviewlopic php?i=819
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Bird

Langkawi is a group of 89
islands just off the northwestern
coast of peninsular Malaysia. It Is
very close to Thailand, so close
that the most suitable guide book
for birds is that for Thailand, until
perhaps after the planned guide
book for Langkawi Is published,
The largest and most populated
island is also called Langikawi. |
went there in August 2005, which
s nat the right season for migratory
birds but nevertheless fit the
summer vacation of my family,

Same as in Hong Kong, the
‘common birds in Langkaw! include
Bulbuls, Tailorbirds and
Flowempeckens. The most commaon
Bulbul there is the Red-eyed
Budbul, With hight brown upperpants
and paler but still brown
underparts, the distinguishing
feature is without doubt their red
eyes. But wait a minute; soms of
them have black eyes. Later | found
out that only male have red eyes
whie female have black eyes. The
most comman Tailorbird s the
Dark-necked Taiorbird, the male’s
throat and two sides of the neck
are black.. Orange-bellied

Waichlﬂg "

Flowerpacker is common. They
can be found in trees as well as in
scrubs close to the ground. The
orange belly of the male is so
outstanding that hearing and
seeing a flowerpacker in Langkawl
is far easier than in Hong Kong.
Red-wattled Lapwing is common
in the open fields of Langhkawi.

A popular local tour is the
Mangrove River Cruise. Tourists
are taken 1o snake through the
mangrove in the northern part of
the fstand. One of the programs
wass eagla feeding. In a place where
the river widens, several tourist
boats grouped together and the
boatman of the largest boat played
a tape of eagle call and stared
thrawing a few pleces of chicken
skin 10 the river. About ten to fifreen
Brahminy Kites, thé most common
bird of prey in Langkawi, appeared
and seized the chicken skin ficating
on the water. A White-bellied Sea
Eagle perched on a trea to wait for
#ts tum, The boatman toid me with
a smile that they had been
successful in training the kites, |
found ryself not really appreciating
this program although it offerad

exceent chances of walching the
kites at a close distance. | would
raihver sea them soaring in the sky.
Another "must do” is 10 visit a bat
cave where sieeping bats dot the
celling in daytime. Just can't
understand how the bats can still
stay in the cave. Imagine when you
are sleeping ines of lourists come
and go, spraying beams of fight to
your bad. Near the bat cave | saw
a Blue Whisting Thrush, However
it had an orange bl

The monogamous hornbills
are usually seen in pairs,
sometimes with the juveniie as well
The most common spacies in
Langkawi is the Oriental Pied
Hombill, Male has a large black
paich in its casque. They are not
difficult to see in woodiands. One
marning when | was in the Datal
Beach area in the northwestern
part of the island, | saw a pair of
Great Hornbills . With a langth of
120 cm, they can be easily
distinguished from the Oranta! Pled
Hornbills which are about 70 cm
in length. The Great Hombill has
a yellow neck and in fight cesplays:
an outstanding yellow wing bar



and the wings.
The most unforgettabi expenence
with the Great Hombil is that their
fiight can be heand as well as seen,
As they flapped their wings, | heard
a saries of low pitch “woo-woo®
that could carry a distance of
saveral hundred metres. The pair
finally sattied down at the top of a
tafl trea. The male bant its neck
and hooked back its large bil to
search the undemeath of the
branch for Ezards.

Gunung Raya (Gunung means
maountain} is anothar good place
for birding. There is a driveway
leading to the top of the mountain
where a number ol wireloss
transmission towers stand. The
local consenvation group is planning
1o buikd & birding house at the mid-
feval of the mountain, More Great
Hornbills wers seen and heard
there. Dollarbirds perched in
outstanding positions, at 200 m
intervals, along the road to guard
their teitories. Other birds seen
inciuded Thick-biled Green Pigean,
Great Slaty Woodpecker, Greater
Racquet-talled Drongo and Hill
Myna.

B inged Kingfisher (s a
target for every bird watches in
Langkawd, Its habitant is strictly
limited to the coastal forests and
estuaries of western peninsular
Malaysia and Thailand, with
Langkawi a well known site.
However a search for it in an
estuary produced a Collared
Kingfisher instead.

The upperparts of the Blue-
wing Pitta consist of a large peece
of green on the back while the
graater coverts and rump are biue
in colour and primaries biack with
white patches. The colours, in
particuiar the green region, depend
on lighting conditions and tha
direction of view. | first saw this bird
in the shade of & tree and got the
Impression that the entire
upperparts wen dul green. On the
last morning of the trip | tried the
same place again. After half an hour
during which the Great Racquet-
tailed Drango, Hill Myna, Orange-
bafied Fiowerpecker, Dark-neckad
Tadorbird, Litte Green Pigeon and
Red-eyed Bulbul made their
appearance in turn, finally
something on the ground lured the

Biug-winged Pitta to come out from
the security of the shrubs. It
pecked a few fimes on the ground
and immediately raturnad to the
shelter. This time the lighting
condition was fine, the entire
upperparis shining in tha sun with
a cobait blue so briliant that is
beyond description.

Further down the road | had
very close views of another
individual displaying a fubvous to
cranga breast and belly togather
with a red patch extending from
the vent to the belly. After an
unbeliavable two to three minutes,
it flew away, revaaling the karge
white patches In the primaries. As
the two-note “due-due® call foded
away, | realized that | um.ﬁ not
have found a batter full slnplm




| Apeil S —

The first clay of the month brought eciting
naws of a Suiphur-breasted \Warbier
Pryfoscopus nckett photographod of Po
Toi (MK, PW), Following the Owston's.
F two days earlier and the
Orange-breasted Grean Pigeon found in
Fabruary, this was the third of an
astonishing sedes of fve potantial Hong
Kong firsts found on the stand between
Feloruary and M y. Elsewhon, & possiie
atcher was seen al
A and o Swinhoe's

Booboks (recently split from
Hawk Owi® complex) of the spring was

Sigking wiee noted. wit
and 348 at Sek Kong Catchmant (5G],

During tha first wesak,
Sibarian Biue Robin was r a
Tung Chail and passage of fiycaichers
was rathar thin after thir urusuaty strong
passae noted in et M X
raports of up to eght Red-1aied Fobins
at Dong Ping Chau and Ng Tung Chal
and b ate Grey Bushchat at Tal Mo Shan
A Black-wingad 5 O on dih (PA)
was possibly the first ever for Lantau
Island, wi 1 flock of -
Budbuts at Tai Po Kau Haadand the naxt
iy (KB} was unusuly large for the time:

of year

earty Aprl wene five Straaked St
60 Long-tailed Skuas, two Pomarine
Skuns and two Arctic Skuas [YYT ef &,
11%:12% included the
earhest ever Alsutian Tern (by 3 d
Roseate Term (4 wiss) and Bricdied Tem
[5 weeks). Also notable was a count of
1025 Red-necked Phalarcpes between
North Point and Po Tol on 1% [KB),

At Mai Po NR, which was kept cosed on

Sandpiper was found on 47
whilst on the nearty commercia

ponds fwhich remaind open and teermed
with rragraiony bircis} up to 10 Pale Marting
Riparia diltta of the destinctie subspeces
fohiganansis wers present from 4% 1o at
s was not until 17™ that tha
first Sppoon-bilad Sandpiper wikh reponed

In midl-menth, & Deurian Staring, rare in
sr_v- was at Long Valley on 13™ and
an Hobby, now apparenthy
ol Boa-

Eura
bc«:.-:rnng rang, and four Bl

eaters wenn noted at Mal Po.

A strong northeast monsoon arived on
15™, bringing fve Black-winged Stits to
and the strongest ever
pessaga of Chinese Goshawks. Numbers
counted passing over Po

(GW), the highest ever, In addition, 131
passad Lamma on 177 (GS) and 20 wers
at Discovery Bay Golf Gourse on 19"
[PJL). A Daurian Rodstant 81 the laher site
on the sams date was the latest ever by
b cays [PUL)

Following the first Japanese Yellow
Bunting of tha spring &t Po T
three wene noted at Long Vally ©
and one Bgein at Po Tol the next day,
whan s0 a Common
Aosefinch

The seabird survay on 23" brought

i o three Short Shearwaters.
2™ raconds folowing
Mirs Bay in May 2004) and nine Streaked

his and the next day
in the
ing area, a Black Bara a1 Sha Kok
Mai, & Py Crise af Long Valkey, a late

White's Theush at Po Toi and a Sty
Grasshopper Warbler in the Mal
mangroves.

The final wook of the month saw further
anivals. Among sightings at Po Tol (rainky
t“".h were 8 ':-al-'.;.lng and Yallow-

Boe-aater, 5

Common Sandpipers and

a Japanese
d the Brambing

83 Brown Shrikes on 267
Paradise Fi @

agan on 26™, a Red-tailed Robin and
Mugimaki Flycatcher on 20 (the latter
four all being the latest éver in Spring),

and a Yalow-rumped Flycatcher jonly the
2™ gver spring record) aiso on 20

Elsgrwhiste curing this period, a Chinese
Goshawk was obsarved eating a frog at
Tai Po Kau (KR and 70 Aleutian Terms
waors kgged in the Seabid Survey. but
tha twao binds panerating most excitemant
e Undoubtedly 8 Bamed Cuckoo Dove
at Tai Po Kau Headiand on 257 (KB, only
* for Hong Kong, and a Fairy Pitta
at Tai Po Kau on 2 (KPHK], only
about the eighth for Hong Keng

[ May S —

This was the Bast May In recent yea
with thres potential Hong Kang fi
rmid-manth, It staned with a Eurasian
Hobby at Long Valey and & Red Tunle
Dove &t Lamma on 1% The next day a

Thruzsh were foind at Po Tol, Reperts on

rd included a Lesser Frigatebind and
Short-talled Sheanwater fmm Po Toi (GW,
Red-necked Phaiaropes and 522
White-winged Tems from the Mai Po
boamtwak (KL, BS) and a Watercock and
oight Blue-taled Bee-saters baside the
Mai Po access road. Thi Seabird Survey
logged eight Short-tailed
Shearwaters, 20 Straakixd Shaarwaters.
11 Long-tafled Skuas, six Arctic Shuas,
two Pormaring Skuas, thes Great Crested
Terns and a Brown Boobok, whilst
sightngs curing & seawatch from Po Tol
ol Sheanwaters,

of 5™

Foligwing the sighiing of a Yelow-browed
Warblar at Po Tol on 4
n spring by 3 days, &n Unusialy v
mmeo-q for the time of year
T, nchading o Lanceckated
‘Warbier at Long Valey [SLT), & Palass
Grasshopper Warbiier at Mai Po, & Larga
Grass Warbier and theea singing Mountain
Bush Warbiors a1 Tai Mo Shan (GT) and
a singing Two-bared Greenish Warbier
it Tai Po Kisu (MOW), this the latest ever
I spring by 3 woeks




At L Chi Wo on 107, a Bay Woodpecker
and a Hodgson's Hawk Cuckoo were
Phaard (MOW). Furiher Hodgson's Hawk
Cuckoos war noted this month at Shing
Mun LW and Tal Po Kau (GT), and two
dnging Agian Lessar Cuckoos wene
reponed s Tal Po Kau on 13™ (MLC).

Fotiowing the armival of a strong surge of
the northeast monsoon on 147, which
cama through vary dry and cool, with
temperatures initially down to
about 10°C, a Rosy Piplt Arthus roseatis:
was found at Long Valley (<), GT), &
potential fiest for Hong Kong and
Guangdong which remained until 16",
@ Northern Boobok, 20 Arctic Warblers.
and Hong Kong's latest ever Sibarian

. Gray Bushchat ;
Fiycatcher, all al Po Tol (GW), three
Nordmann's Greensharks, a Spoon-biled.
Sandpiper and & Littie Stint a1 Mai Po, a
Pheasant-tailed Jacana at Nam Chung
and a Pechora Pigit at Long Valley.

As the monsoon fed into Typhoon
Chanchu, two Brown Noddies Anous
stolidus were seon off Po Toi on 177
together with B0 Streaked Shearwaters,
temis {50, Ty

are potintialy the frst for Hong Kong and
Guangdong. Tha naxt day. tha eighth
potential addition 10 the Hong Kong kst
dor th year, and the #th fom Po Tol, was
found in the form of &

Halcyon coromanda (MH, KJ, GT).
Treugh very shy and elusive, this was
prasant on the island untl 21%, Amang
other

wirn & Pheasant-taliad Jacana in Victona
Harbow, a Schvenck’s Bittern at Lang
Vabey, thrae Swinhoa's Egrets, a Spoon-
biled Sandpiper and five Novdmann's
Greenshank at Mal Po and yet enother
Brown Boobok at Po Tol (KJ, GT, GW).

Ag tha month entaned & firal wek, thim
wern further rpons of singke Short-teded
Shearwaters near the Ninepins and off
Po Tol up 1o 25%,

The final weak also brought seversl
imeresting breeding reports, notably
invohving Several neating pars of Black-
winged Siifts and a Spot-biled Duck of
the taxon harkwgoni with four chicks at

Mai P, [though the latter unfortunately
‘attracted the attention of a Boned's Eagio)
and four juvenile Rod-numpad Swallows
at Kaem Tin (JA).

Al Mai Po, 84 Cofiwed Crows wine noted
on 257 (KL, BS), an Emerald Dove seen
on 287 was new for the reserve, and them

first for the istand, one af Tl Po Waterfront
Park on 12™ and up to six adufts at Tal
Mei Tukon 157 and 18% [RWL). Two
Oriantal Reed Warbiers wons noted at Mal
Po NR (KL, BS]. A Pied Kingfisher at Pul
0, Lantau on 4™ (RP) was considered
unusual thees.

wars seven Black-faced the
sama day and 21 Oriental Pratincoles,
inclucing rine jLvenas, the naxt day (YYT).

g o
174 Black-naped, 67 Bridled and 10
Roseato Tems on 117, Of spacial interest
was @ Roseats Tern bearing a leg flag

Arrtvals of passags migrants and potential
‘summer visiors wane noted at Kam Tin
and Lok Ma Chau on &, with both stes
Tosting ot lsast eight Yesow Bittrns as
wel & singla Chestrut Bitterns. Kam Tin
also held a Ballon's Crake, the lnther beng
the latest ever in spring by 12 days, whilst
Lok Ma Chau attracted a Pheasant-taled
Jacana and threo Watercocks. A kte Gray
Wagtad was at Po Tol on the same date.

Tha only departure repoed

which was g at 8 possible
nesting site off Sai Kung and thought to
have bean Ragged about B500 km awiry
in Australia at Swain Foes, Gladstons,
Oueansiand in January of one of the past
five yaans (HKEWS wab-site posting by
Ciive Minton).

| July N —

Reports of non-breeders at Mai Po during
the month included 11 Biack-faced
Spoonbilis, a Eurasian Wigeon and

30 Pledt Avocets, the kst of the large over-
winterng fiock, leaving Mal Po an 167,

s as wall as 3
Grey-headed Lapwing, pessibly tha
incividual from Kam Tin,

&t Mal Po NR during the month included
11 Black-faced Spoonbils, the largest
number ever recorded in summer, a
Garganay, a Eurasian Wigeon, twao
Nordmann's Gregnshanks, ug to 101
Terek Sandpipers and fve Black-headed
Gulis (KL, BS, YYT, RWL). Elsewhera, &
Grey-hoadad Lapwing ot Kam Tin on 270
Wi oy B ECond mid-summer recond

Crioles at Lok Ma Chau (BJC), tamiy
ponies of Zitting Cisticoias and nesting
Eack-winged Stilts at Mai Po (KL, BS].
where up 10 15 chicks wers noted on the

I nih thens were reports of 52
‘White-shouldered Starings st M Po and

P "mw
on the reserve increased to 99 (KL, BS),
th highest count since 1982, Collared
Crows wena also present in good numbers
at tha end of the month in the Shuen
Wan-Sam Mun Chai area. with at least
66 at a pre-roost gatharing [AWL).

Elsawhera & single Mountain Tallorbird
and four Pygmy Wran Babbilers wara
noted singing in Tai Po Kau (MOW). a
Brown Crake wis present al Mul Wo (PAL
& puvenie Lesser Tree Duck was found at
‘8 pond near Yuon Long and tmily parties
of Chiness Grosbeaks were noted near
‘uen Long and at Lok Ma Chau (PJL).

tweo dawny young on 18" [RE].

A Swinhoa's Egret was found o Staring
Inat on 12™ (WLC). ghving hope that It
may be beginning to m-colonise Hong
Kong as a treeding spocies. Another
incirvidual was noted at Maé Po on 27,
Thiese wne also LNusLal SUmimen reparts
of Silky Starings, with four at Cheung
Chau Gn 10 (MOW), theught to ba the

Ag got

towards the and of the month, 220 Wood
+ 10 Long:

noted a1 Lok Ma Chau and over 2000

waders wera counted on thie Mai Po

scrapa on 30° (YYT),
Ao on 30, a Yallow-numpad Fycatchor
was photographed at Mai Po (TC), the

earbest autumn record by 18 days.



HKBWS Coming Activities

Dato/Time | Activity / Details | Leader Difficulty
17 4o e Monthiy - China & Ov ind Watching Trip Fle
‘9_5& 20-30 Aoom 1101, g Kong Scout Centre, Scout Path, Austin Rd,
' Kowdoon (HEE10 mamber, HIKE30 non-mem
Tsim Bei Tsui
08:00 Hang Heung Gake Shap **x
(near LAT Tal Tong Rd Station, Yuen Long)
Shing Mun Country Park * % LOO Yew Thos
E—3 00 - 13 00 08:00 Tsuen Wan MTR, Hang Seng Bank CHOW Hung Fai
4 Fab (Sun) Kite Watching *

16:00 - 18:00 To be confirmad

Monthly Gathering - ID of Birds (5): Seabird
Room 1101, Hong Kong Scout Centrs, Scout Path, Austin Rd,
Konwioon (HKE10 member, HK$30 non-member)

25 Feb {Sur) Kadoorie Farm *
07:30 - 12:00 07:30 Tai Wo KL‘? station de- slation

3 - 4 Mar (Sat-5un) Records 215 - Bird Watching Competition 2007
16:00 -16:00 (24hrs) Mcfrmr oy, detal 10 be announced s00n.

10 Mar (Sat) Long Valley *
-17:30 15:00 Shaung Shui auwﬂ T:m :,l,u il
Boat Trip: Po Tol, Lamma Channel @
08:00 Aberdeen Public Pier inear Ocean Court) a
ck to Aberdeen Publc Pler FRK

£150, Mon-member $200)
se: This will be a lomg irip ow open waterr. The ride conld be guite
rusgh anal sonse people may be seavick.

Monthly Gathering - China & Oversea Bird Watching Trip Reports.
Room 1101, Hong Kang Scout Centra, Scout Path, Austin Rd,
Kowioan (HKS 10 memiber, HKE30 non-membss)

Tai Sang Wal to Mal Po
rR

25 Mar [Sun) 08:00 IImq Ik.um] Cake S5 7
08:00 - 16:30 I ol
0 be anncunced Soon agistration, please email fo

membership@hkbws orghk

Boat Trip: Po Tol, Lamma Channel

08:00 Aberdeen Publc Pier | nm' Ocean Courl) a E

1 Ape {Sun) 16:00 back to Aberdean Public Pie FH T

08:00 - 16:00 [Memiser §150, Non-member $:

Note: This sit] be & fomg trip an apen waterr. The ride could be yuite
risegh anl some pesple may e seasick,

14 Apr (Sal) Aberdeen Reservoir ¥ % WONG Chiu Shu

08:30 -13:00 08:00 Central MTR Exit B Seng Bank HOMN So
o Mai Po
ng?ﬁ';o n (Kent Road ) or

aves at 15:00 and E @

)



Date / Time Activity / Detaits | Loader |Difficutty
Monthly Gathering - Brief update on E @

18 Apr (Wed) recent development of bird watching activities in China
19:00 - 2030 Room 1101, Hang Kong £ t Centre, Scout Path, Austin Rd,

Kowloon (HKS10 member, HKE30 non-member)
Mai Po
22 Apr Sur) | 080D Kaweon Tong MTR Staton ent ad e =R Y
08:00 - 16:00 00 Mal Po carpark, coach laaves
back to Kowloon Tong at 16:00
Tai Po Kau * % CHO Chung Pak
08:30 Car Park Garden, Chung Taai Yuen CHOW Hung Fai | TERH
Mai Po
y (Sun) 02:00 Kowioon Tong MTR Station {Kent Road exit) or
08:00-16:00 |  09:00 Mai Po carpark, coach | -00 and a @ ik

back to Kowloon Tong at 16:00

Monthly Gathering - China & Oversea Bird Watching Trip Reports.

g%” D’:'guo Room 1101, Hong Kang Scout Centre, Scout Path, Austin Ad
i Kowioon (HIKS10 member, HKS30 non-marmiber]
20 May (Sun} Tai Mo Shan
08:00 - 13:00 08:00 Tsuen Wan MTR Station Hang Seng Bank HH
2 Jun (Saf Pokiulam Reservoir # % HUNG Lal Yung e

08:30 - 13:00 0830 CQueen's Fesry, Cy Hall, Central TANG Wing Shing

Monthly Gathering - Experience Sharing: Digital photography
20 Jun (Wed) and post-processing workflow

19:00 - 20:30 Room 1101, Hong Kang Scout Centre, Scout Path, Austin Rd,
Kowioon (HKS10 member, HKE30 non-mamber)

@ Further details or of outing: will be d In the HKBEWS Website
{hitp:/i hkbws.org. ive.htmi) and BBS { hitp: org-hk/egl-bin/yabb/YaBB.pi).

Priority is given to members of the Society. The “3 *rating conveys the degree of difficulty in each outing in tenm:s

of seeing the birds, Members are of course man than wedcoma 1o attend any event. Please show your membership
card when joining the activities.

B Mambers who use the Soclaty coach to Mal Po must [ H their appications for joining Mai Povboat trips are not accapliad,
confirm their attendance by returming the booking siip with applicants will bo notiffied by phone or by @-mail at lsast one
payment. Those using their own transport please also wisak bedore the outing.

send i thei booking sips ~ this s Imporiant because the g g Mai P rips wil have fo pay the

mendram number of rmembers who can attend the outing
= fare tive of whether i .
5015 aet. by the AECID pai, Falrs 16 6o 50 ey Imespac they make use of the coac
e

esult in being refused access 10 the resenve Prayrrint te the Sockety sy b macde in two ways: by returming
the Acthvity Booking Siip with a chegue payatie 1o “The Hong
ong Bird Waiching Sociaty Lid*

£ According to the rquirement of the Hong Kong Police
and the Agriculture, Fishanes and Consanvation Departrront,

[ Mai Po activities should provide their For all cutdoor activities please bring food and drinks, appropriate
full names and Hong Kong ID No. 1o register for access clothing for the location, and sun cream and mosquito lotian if
to the Frontier Close Area and Ml Po Marshes. nooded!

a Transportation arangement ‘E] Piease il in the Dooking =ip and retun % ¥ Crested Bulbul Club's Acthities

(#)



1 wish 1o resene places for _ mambers and non-members for the folowing Mal Po tow ©

The number of parsonis) using the coach is

Claspr@n)  [J22Apr(Sun)  []6May (Sun)  Membership no.: ==

* Coach tarec [] % HKSA0Member O * HKE20/Student member
e * HKSBO/MNCn-mamber ¥

# Now-members jnining Mai Po trips will heve o ey the codch fre iveipecive of wbesber they make uie of the codeli. Members noe wing the
s g Mty L "

Pleave indicase whether the parsicipant(i) have the follssing permiss anal bring them alovg with yow during atsenading the M Po Outiv.
Mai Po Marshes Entry Permit: (] Yes [J Mo Frontier Closed Ama Parmit: [ ves  [iNo

£ Attendance full name HK LD No.
M morg than one aftendance, umnndnmumm- mmmmdmam attendances)

("> Boatmip v '

[J 18 Mar {Sun) : Poland LammaChannel {_____ member, nen-mermbers)

[ 1Apr(Bun) :PolandlammaChannel (  member, non-members)
A.-;mdy-&rm’mmmvmnhhgéwnhhumpurjwmﬂmurkimﬁmnuwmﬁn
WMﬂfﬂgﬁmM&ﬂn‘mﬂahﬂJwﬁ& the ansin MMMMNMW.{»&NM»M or mat. Ower the reservation i
m..ﬁmd.mummmmmm e e paic are required 0 pay the.  fare, mo matser they cam the
outing o nos, {f we cancel the outing dur 0 énclement p«ufm e i e wrll e efhomde e he partscipenes. )

Enciossd please fnd a Chague for HKS {Payable to The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society Ltd.)
Name: = Membership Mo
Addrass: == ——
—— ContactMo.:
Emall: =
Date: Signature: 3 — —

_/

Pisase send this appication 1ogether with crossed cheque by mail to The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society Ltd,
1612 Beverley Commercial Gantre, 87-105 Chatham Road South, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong.
Application shouk b mack: & least 10 days befors the date of the outing. Late appécations wif only be accepted if places am avadable.

Wiiauciosstioo Reed Warblers ...

There are three common Reed Warblers in Hong Kong. In the order of their abundance,
they are (1) Oriental Reed Warbler, (2) Black-browed Reed Warbler, and
(3) Thick-billed Warbler. Other Reed Warblers ar rare, Black-browed Reed
Warbler is casily separated from the other two, being much smaller, and with a clear
black lateral crown stripe, The call of Black-hrowed Reed Warbler in HK is a single
note "Chack”, The other two Reed Warblers are not casily separable in the field. They
have very similar colours, and almast che same size. Here we look at their differences.

a series of harsh notes "gip-—"
medium




O JEBEE B Thicbilled Warbler
v BN

REKER
Oriental Reed Warbler

 Dong Jiantian MiT %
* Shenzhen
= 11/10/2004
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