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Chairman's word - chesngHofai

Economic progress in China does not necessarily memomﬁw;!wmcion

of the environmenl. In foct, this'is also a great chance lo ﬁ"i&mc 1he
environment, A prime example is bird profection in China, In Il'he past,
infoemation on birds is sparse, and so public awareness is low. These can
be changed in the wave of economic d
bird watching in China is gaing to make greo! changesin China

The rise in popularity of

Bird wolching in China has undergene ropid changes in recent years. Now
there are 18 bird wolching societies and several annual national activities for
bird waichers in Chino. A Nafional Bird Race has token ploce in Dongting for
four years already. The Annual Bird Photog ing has been
in Dongzhai for several years. The China Bird Festival is organized for the first
fime this year, and the China Cooslal Waterbird Survey has foken place monthiy
in about 10 coostal sites simultaneously. The major bird watching publications
in China include the China Bird Report that is published annually, and China
Birdwatch, - a bulletin for oll the bird watching societies in China. Regional
bird waiching sociefies ore also very octive. Some have weekly acfivities all
through fhe year.

Birdiife Internafionol has been working with HKBWS in promoting bird
watching octilies in China. Through funding from the Darwin Inifiative,
the China Programme s behind many of the changes in the bird
watching community there. Af present, Fion Cheung is the China
Progromme Officer in HKBWS. Through her work, and supenvsion
from the stearing commiltee, progress in China has been rapid.
Already, we are seeing many important bird records that
are the result of the efforts of bird watchers in China. As
information is gathered, and the degree of aworeness
increases, | can see a bright future for bird conservation

in China,



CY Lam Elected as

2007 Membership R 1

k y F
As wa all know, ex-chairman
CY Lam has done a great deal
of work for the Society during
his tarm, Uinder his laadorship,
the Society has grown
significantly to the curmant level
and become a registered
charitabi institution, Pecple in
Hong Kong now have better
understanding of birds and their
‘consendation whie brdhwatching
Is becoming more and more
popular, In recognition of his
invaluable contribution, the
Board of Directors unanimously
alected CY to be the Honorary
Prasidant of the Society.
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are required to renew their
subscription 1o the Scciety at the end
of 2008. Noticss have been sent by
post in Decemiber last year. The renewal
form is aiso available for download from
the Society’s new, Portal fwww.hkbws,
oeg.hk/phpBBE2/dioad.php). Ta save
the trouble of having to renew every
yedr, mambers may now choose 1o do
it for 5 years in a row at 2007 rates. You
may send the complated subscription
form with d cheque to !
Altamatively, you may directly credit The:
Hong Kong Bird Watching Society
Limited* account (HSBC account no.
534-361423-838) and return the pay-
in slip and the completed subscription
farm 1o the socety. (Remark: cheque
paymeant is highly mcommaended.)

Binoculars and Tel
Borrowing Scheme

Wi would B 1o express our gratitude
1o *Swarovski Hong Kong Limited”
and "Schmidt Marketing (H.K.)
Limited® for lending some of thair
high quality binoculars and telescopes
to membsers of the Society for trying.
The borowing period is 2 weeks. It
is free of charge but a deposit is
required, Please call the office to
resarve and pick up in our office at
1ha agreed time,

Acknowledgments:
1. Schmidt Marketing (H.K.) Ltd
2. Swarovski Hong Kong Lid

= Lo'Wai Yan

'Management Scheme in Long Valley

= Yeung Lee Ki

The area of managed farmiand remains unchanged. We focused on
fanmiand management in arder to provide stable and suitable habitat
for birds.

Shallow Water Habitat:

Weather of winter increased the drop of waler level in fammiands, the
frequency of water pumping increased 10 once everyday 50 as to
maintain suitable water leve.

Wet i | Land:

Since rice grains aftract lots of munias, not much remaned for harvest,
On the other hand, Water Chastrut has wilted, we hope we can have
the 15t harvest at the beginning of next year.

Wet Agricultural Land (during bird migration period):

During September to November, we cut the crops for several limes
in onder to control the crop height so that to attract birds to feed on
and rest.

(g8



Bird Monitoring Programme:

During September to Novembar, bird survey was conducted twice per week
in crder to provide more data on autumn passage migrants of Long Vakey.
Autumn migrants and winter visitors brought Long Valley several new recors
They are Intermediate Egret, Black-winged Cuckoo-shrike, Broad-billed
Sandpiper, Great Bittern and Avocet. Members are welcome 10 post their
bird reponts onto the BBS after birding in Long Valley.

Eco-tour guide training and Eco-tours at Long Valley:
W have arranged 11 eco-tours to Long Valley in October and November.

There were atogether 594 participants who wene mainly primary and sacondary
schood students, teachers and the public, They @l showed inferest in bird watching and consanvation af Lang Valkey.

I Visit the wetlands of Taiwan ~Young Lee Ki

Guanten Pheazant-lailed Jacana Restoration Site in Tainan and Chouchal
Watland Park in Kaohsiung are both set up for Jacana conservation. The
foemer one Is compensation wetiand of railway construction while the lattar
was originafly designated for park building but then sirived to consarve as
wetland park by green groups. Lands and infrastructures of both wetiands
are provided by the Government but habitat creation, management, oparation
and fund raising are in charged by the
managing organization,

Guanten Pheasant-tailed Jacana
Restoration Site focuses mainky on Only 80 peaple are allawed to visit
conservation. Only part of the Sie is Chauchal Wetland Park each day.
open for public and the rest ans imponant
foraging and breeding sites for Jacana
The Site has been operated for about
7 years, breeding nests found has
Increased from 4 to the highest count
Pondsin Guanten Pheasant-talled licana. gy which shows the success af the
restoration programims.

On the other hand, Chouchai Wetland
Park focuses on emvironmental education. Besides arranging eco-tours for
schools and organizations, the park is open for public with bmitad number, Pheasant-taibed Jacans boves o build nest
and feed on Water Caltrop fiekds

P
Kinds of water plants.

In the case of Long Valley Management Agreament Project, ahough fund is
provided by the Governmant, land ownarship problem is yat o be sohed.
For habitat management, the project is habitat and multiple-species targeted, we may fry increasing watar plant dversity
and creating deep waler ponds so that to form a complex and mixed habitats.

| Bird Watching Class for Intermediate Level

'We are sorry 1o those who are not accepted to the class as it was full in a shart tme. Wa will announce the
information of the next chass once 1t is decided. An elemantary class will be crganised probably in September 2007,



| crested Bulbul club

1. The 5th Bird i Training
Warkshop for Eldardy
The 5th training workshop in November was
complsted smoocthiy. A total of 31 eidery complatad
the course of 4 lecture and 4 outing. They are nal
become the 1st group of the club and has started
1o serve the community in the parks to promote
bidwatching. They were also welcome in the annual
dinner of the Club on 30 November.

Special s to Mr David Chol, coordinator of the
training, and the speakers, including Ms. Casie Ma
and M. Apache Lau, and the teerm memibers of the Club,

2. Early ing Bird h for
tourists
A TV show on the theme "Eco-tourism in Hong Kong™ shot by ATHK was released on 25 Dec 2007, This is
one of the trial activities in promating eco-tourlsm mentioned by Tourism Board. You can recall this show by
visiting the website of RTHK. However, there was only one tour of five parsons for oversea visilors in Nov 2006,
To supplement this event, maone overseas visitors attend the bird watching activity but not through Tourism Board.
So, overseas visitors is a bit more than the mentioned number.

@

Bird watching interpretation in Hong Kong Wetland Park
A total of 143 man-days have been devoted to in this senice in Nov and Dec 2006

Early Morning Bird Watchers at Kin Park & HK Park
o, of participants in Hong Kong Park from Mov to Dec 2006: 123
No. of participants in Kowlcon Park from Nov to Dec 2006: 302

Issue 14 of Crested Bulbul Club Bulletin

The latest edition was published. You can vist our websie for the full version of the buliatin jonly Chinese version
avalabig).

| Taipei international Birdwatching Fair 2006

The 8 Taipai International Birdwatching Fair was organized by Wid
Bird Society of Talpei in Guandu Nature Park on 11 & 12 November
2006, Our Project Officer Vicky Yeung and the Chairman of Crested
Buibul Club, Mr KW Leung and memiber Dominic Yip represented us
to attend this event. Besides introducng HKBWS and communicate
o friends from overseas and
local community, Vicky also
wigited th nan Cuanten
Pheasant-talled Jacana
Restoration Zona and tha
Kaohsiung Chouchal
Wietland Park (please visit our website for more datais about these
two projects). M. Leung and Mr Yip also met the representatives of
the Chinese Bulbul Club and exchanging expariance in promoling
bired watching by efcery.
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| The 7th Inter-school Bird Race

As in previows years, the Society provided assistance 10
the Inter-schoal Bird Race organized by AFCD's Wetland
Park in Decomber lxst year. The event was staged at the
Wetland Park and Tsim Bel Tsul, with teams from some
40 schools. 20 members participated in the voluntear
work, which included 2 outdoor praclice sessions,
monitoring at checkpoints during the race as well as
adjudication, About B0 species were racorded by each
of the & winning teams.

Bird watching services and activities

1, 10-11/06 Organised an elementary bird watching course for the students of
Liberal Studies of HKIL. Robin Fung was a spaaker, Henry Lul, Ronley
Lee and Ronnie Sham assisted the practice work,
2.11-12/06 Bird watching activities for elderty centres and schocls, a total of 8
times
3. 111108  Bird Watching Fun Day in Kowloon Park, co-crdinated by Crested
Buibul Chub
4,12/11/06 Organised the first ever bird watching tour for the visitors of Museum
of Coastal Defenca. More than 30 people attended this tour, Activity
co-ordinated by Crested Bulbul Club
18/11/06 Bird watching tour for students and feachers of Chinese University
of HK. Thanks to Hung Wai Ming.
6. 10/12/08  The second tour of Museum of Coastal Defence, about 20 panticipants
7.22-27/08 Exhibition and booth games in the Flower, Bird, Insect and Fish

Flower, Bird, Insect and Festival from 22 to 27 Dec, mainty held by Crested Bulbul Club.
Fish Festival B.28-31/08 Anexhibiion and games booth in the 85th Anniversary of Hong Kong

Scouting in West Kowloon Cultural & Entertainment Zone

Colours on Wings _
- Hong Kong Wild Birds Photo Contest 2006

Sponsor: The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust

"My Favourite Bird Photo” onling public election has been launchad 1l 28
February 2006. You are encouraged to vote for your favourite bird photo
immediately. Plaase visit the following website: www.hkbws.org.hk. Prize
presantation and axhibition will ba held in March.




Egret Research Group - Captain Waong Kite Research Group Report - Karin Chin

The annual coordinated count was
(1) Guizhou Egret nesting colony survey s : i it
After the joint survey in May with Prof Liang Wei of Hainan Normal — additional site, was newty introduced in this
University, a report is being drafted and wil be submitted to the HKBWS., eount. On top of that, we also conducted
(2) 2006 Hong Kong E Seint counts in Aberdesn Resenvoir, Stonecutters

bsland and Sai Kung.

The 2006 count was completed alter the summer. A tolal of 1017\ iy cantinue our Black Kite Breeding
nests in 21 colonies were counted. Two new colonies at Sham Po o 0 i the coming spring. Would any
near Ngau Hom Shek and Yeung Chau, Plover Cova were found. o ke would like 1o share any
Again, the Chinesa Pond Heron and Little Egret were the two dorminant K i g

o with 333 i e iy information about the location of Black Kite
species. pared nests in the Doep Bey nests, please contact Karin Chin at
nests in Hong Kong in 2005, thera is a 22% increase in the Deep Bay yankarin@gracuate.hio hk.
area but a 1.0% decrease throughout Hong Kong. =

Membership application to the China Omithological Socisty

China Ornithological Soclety (COS) is a leading NGO woriing on omithology and bird consarvation in China. The
aims of COS are to develop omithology in China, sef up a nation-wide network and promate international cocperation
in research and conservation actions for the threatened species of birds iving in the country. You are walcomed to
join the sociaty as member, Annual iption is AMB20. Appli form has now been uploaded in
our website (HKBWS BBS/Forum/Bird Co VChina/Cr COS A formy.

Note: As all applications required the recommaendation from a COS director, HKBWS can provide assistance but cannot
guarantes the result. Please send your application form and annual fee to our offica first for further action. (Please
make cheque payable to; The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society Limited. You ane strongly recommend to pay the
subscription fee for the coming five yaars at one time. The exchange rate is 1:1, An additional of HKS20 is charged
as handing fee to HKBWS, that means a total of HKS120)

*China Bird Report 2005"

*China Bird Report 2005° has just besn published by The China Omithological
Society. Records for the 2005 report were mainly from “Database of China Bird
Repor®, recorded from seas bird from or records
via e-mail and letters. The preparation time has been lasted for over a half-year,
Important and valuable bird watching records were salacted and compdad, forming
the main content of this report. Information for the "China Bird Repaort 2005° sourced
from 23 provinces, fve autonomous regions, four cities and one special administrative
region (exciusive Hong Kong and Tahwan). Contribution of records come from binders,
omithologists and birdwatcher sociaties from 24 province including Hong Kong,
Macac and Talwan, reports also recelved from birders and organizations from six
foreign countries. This is the first time that the annual report conains records from
each of the provinces, this refiects the wide range of coverage and participation.
Membars who wish 1o obtain a copy of the China Bird Report 2005 coud made a
donation of HKS100 or more to China Omithological Society (via HKEWS); Note:
plus local postaga HKS20) For thase who wish to made donation in Euro or British Pounds could get in touch
with HKBWS LK representative at hivwsuko@iacl,com. You can visit the following website for further description
of the report: www.chinabirdnet.org.

{7}



= Milco Kilburn,

Wind Farm Plans

Threaten

Chalrman, Consarvation Committes

Hong Kong's White-bellied Sea Eagles

Wind farms - in Hong Kong and worldwide

Hong Kong's White-

belhadsoa

There has been growing Interest
mthUQKong inthe

are axpumelmi.i Mnﬂ turbines -

the local power companies to install
ang is

many birds, especially eagles.

warming, and l\ow ibath might ba
reduced by replacing fossi fuel-
burning power stations with

s avaiiable on the web from

as far abeld as Japan, California, Spain,
the LK and Morway of a significant
numbers of eagles baing struck and
killed by rotating blades on wind
turbines. A variety of information is
available on the Intemet. Some ana isted
below:




Wind farms and eagles in Hong Kong

Hong Kong's White-belied Sea Eagie popuation of about 10 pairs is the most important in China.
Elsewhere, adult birds are shot and their nests are raided for thelr eggs - usually by fishermen.
In Heng Kong all birds and their eggs ane protected, both by the law, and by the fact that evan
with the fishing industry in crisis our fishermen do not need to shoot eagles to sunive!

Unfortunately, the proposed locations for the wind farms are close to areas that are traditional
stronghiokds of the eagles - Sai Kung (specifically, to the east of the Nineping) and southermn waters
af Hong Kong (West Lamma Channal). Thess stes have been selected because they supposedly
offer the potential for commercially-viable winds n areas that do not interfere with shipping
lanes, m!hghtmtmueMMImwtwaﬂmmwum}

The tal Impact are intended to establish whether

the uomseuwmd tarms are lkely to cause any environmental o ecological impacts.
Unfortunately no mention is made of the need to study the potential impacts

on White-belied Sea Eagles in either the project profiles submitted by o

gci proponants, of in the study beiafs (which datermine

ation the ELA should include) Issued by the

ental Protection Department. These documents

W

d onling at the EPD website at: Photo: Horry Lu
Waters (r InSaJKung] 50 turbines of up to 3MW capacity
Project profila : hitp apd.gov. P 146 htm
Study brief  : hitpo/waww.epd.gov. : i 146.htm
‘Waest Lamma Channel or E.aat Mmepma (Sai Kung] - 40 turbines of 2.5MW capacity
Project profile : hitp: pr fasb-151.btm
Study brief  : http/: ol g i 151.htm

How can HKBWS make use of the EIA to protect White-bellied
Sea Eagles?

The next section quotes the dataiad requs i thy el as stated
in the study brieés for the two projects. In this section we will include some of the issues
we consider to be ralevant {in talics) and ralse tham below the specific point laid out In
the study brief, The intention is to outline key considerations in refation to White-bellied
Saa Eagles and suggest tha information that we believe is necessary to assess the potential
impact on this species from these projects.

2. Objectives of the EIA study
) 1o identity and quantify any potential loss or damage and other potential impacts
1o ecology and fishedas resources, flora, fauna and natural habitats and to propose
measures 10 mitigate these impacts;
* How have wind farms (especialy coastal wind famms) impacted eagle populations in
other parts of the workd?

{dil} to design and specify environmental ing and audit i o ensure
the effective impl ion of tha o e ttal p and
poiiution control measures.

* What solution is proposed fo ensure that birds kited by rolor colision are effectively
recorded in & marine environment?




3.4.2 Ecological Assessment (Terrestrial and Maring)
3.4.2.4 The assessment shall include the folowing major tasks:

il !\emaw me findings of relevant studies/surveys and collate the avadable information regarding the
of the area;
* How many WBSE feritaries ane there in Hong Kong?
* How large are the tamitories of breeding pairs of WBSE in Hong Kong?
i the foraging range the same size as the breeding temitory?

(il evakate information caliected and identify any information gap relating to the assessment of potential
acologcal Impact;
» How many breeding femitories overlap with the proposed wind fam sifes?
* How offen do acll birds wander outside these tamitones?
» Where do fuvenile and subaduit birds go once forced out of thair parents' breeding / foraging temtories?
» is the KFEG radio tracking study of immature WBSE ussful for determining the behaviour of Subaciult
WBSE?

il carry out ecological held surveys and investigations ta fil in the infBmmiation gaps identiied in Sections
3.4.2.4 (i) abeve and fulfl the obiectives of the EIA study. Tha field surveys shall include... avifauna,
in particular migratory birds. . wmmmmumawmm
o August,

» Why are resident species (which are of most concam) not emphasized by the briaf?
» What do WBSE (which s a resident specias) do batween August and March?

* Why is this period excluded?

» At what height do WBSE forage?

() mmmmmmmmammwammaMpmmx
surveys and results of the ecological fisid surveys, and taking into the seasonal
and dascribe the characteristics of each habiat found: major informaticn to be provided shall include:

{6) habitat maps of suitable scale showing the typss and locations of habitats / species in the Study
Area with special attention to those with conservation interasts, including but not imited to the
following:

» avifauna, in particutar migratory birds; and

* Why not resicent White-belied Sea Eagles?

-mwmnﬁssmmmmmammmmmwmmm?

* How marny suitable breeding sites for WBSE occur within the study area?

» any other habitats / spacies identified as having special conservation interest by this EIA study.
« NB: the Hong Kong poputation of WBSE is the most important in Ghina \
=1} MMMWW.WMWWMWWMMW

far consenvation of wikdlife / habitats or red data bocks: J

« NB: WBSE is & Class Il protacted species in China.

i investigation and description of the existing wikiife uses of the various habitats with special attention

to those wildite groups and habitats with conservation interests, including but net limited to...

avifauna in the context of the proposal; i M

tial wtilzation of the study area by WBSE?

] m:mnmrwmmmmmm!ammm

& meaningful answer o this question,




(v using suitable methadology and considering aiso ather works acthvities from other projects reasonably
liety to occur at the same time, identify and quantify as far as possible of any direct, ... indirect (e.g.
changes in flight path), on-site, ofi-site, primary, secondary and cumulative ecological impacts such
as destruction of habitats, reduction of species alx fdiversity, loss of feeding grounds, reduction
of scological carmying capacity, habitat fragmentation, and in particular the following:

» impacis to ... avifauna during opsrational stage due to rotation of the wind turbines, noise produced
by the wind turbines and the glare due 1o reflection of sunight;

* What is the potential area of jost WBSE temitory from this and similar instaliations fespecialy f both
go ahaad at the Ninepins)?

« What other methods might be used to oblain mors accurate dala about the movements of both adult
and juvenila birds outside established temitores?

» Are these methods consistent with global bast practice?

« {4hat is the kelihood of rotor coliisians on &) adults whose termitonies inclide ane or more wind famms
and b) wandering adults and sub-adult birgs?

» What would be the impact on the population of losing ane or mare birds per annum to colision-denved
fatakties?

[vil) evaluation of ecological impact shall be based on the best and latest inforrmation avallable during the
course of the EIA study, using quantitative approach as far as practicable and covering construction
and operation phases of the Project as well as the subsequent management and maintenance
raquirement of the proposats;

« What are the likaly impacts fo the Hong Kong populations of WBSE from ana or more fataliies per
year to &) adult and b) subadult birds?

i) evalustion of significance and acceptability of the ecological iImpacts identified using criteria in Annex
8of tha TM;

= Are these impacts acceptable in the context of the protected status in China of WBSE and the
impartance in China of the Hong Kong paputation.

(wiii} review of the need for and recommendation for any ecological monitoring programme required.

» What ing are props 1o assess the ongoing operational phase impacts of the
wind farm on Hong Kong's WBSE population?

Another important point to raise is one of the most
important aspects of the process for assessing
environmantal risk - the Precautionary Principle. This
principle states that if you do not know what the impact
of your project will be on a given habitat or species, you
should not proceed in order to avoid the risk of causing
damage due to unforeseen circumstances. Bearing this
principle in mind HKBWS will strongly challenge any EIA
assessment for these wind farms that does not provida
adequate answers to the questions raised above. Phatar Honey Ll

il
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De-silting work in gei wai 8

De-giting works were camed out in gei wai 8
this Autumn bacause the reedbeds had badly
silted up over the past 20 - 30 years and
cverseas research has shown that a dry
reedbed is not as valuabla for birds as a wet
reedbed. The work involved taking off 18 cm
of sit from a 2 hectare area of reedbeds in the
central part of the pond and after a couple of
‘weeks after the works had been completed,
the reeds wers already growing back up from

Removing mangrove seedlings
from the Deep Bay mudflats

Asin previous autumns, the mangrove seedings
©on the Deep Bay mudfiats in front of the floating
birdwatching hides have been removed. The
work is getting more difficult because seedlings
nead to be removed over a larger area of mudflat
‘each year. On top of this, s the problem of the
rapid spread of the exotic mangrove species,
Sonneratia spp. that were planted on the
‘Shenzhen side of Deep Bay, into the mangroves
o the Bay.

anm-a_twﬂnmau
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Ferruginous Flycatcher
Chu Wing Yee £ 82

Mai Po #1§, 03/04/2004
SLR Camera, 800mmi5.6 lans, 150 400 film

5 55
Mugimaki Flycatcher
Kwok Wui Cheong SE 8

Tai Po A4, 28/01/2007
DSLR camera, B00mm/5.6 lens, 1/80s



DSLR camera, 300mmifd lens + 1.4x tebeconverter



Japanese Paradise Flycatcher

Allen Chan ML
Po Tol Wi, B10/2006
DSLR camera, 400mm lens




Ji R
Grey-headed Flycatcher
Tse Kam Chiu I #

Tai Po Kau K&, 18/11/2006
DSLR Camera, 300mm/4 lens + 1.4x teleconverter

Yellow-rumped Flycat

Thomas
r Mai Po #: k-
DSLRY . 800mm lens, 18,6, 11505, = ‘



Kate Rogers spent 2002 to 2005 in Taiwan During,
that time she explored the natural areas of the
island with her husband Derrick Wilby and also
befriended a number of local Taiwanese
birdwatchers, This collection of essays stems.
from her experiences during that period.

The first two pieces are personal reminisces of
her and her husband's ng experiences in
the mountains of Wulai (Christmas 2002) and
Anmashan (April 2004). In these opening essays
Kate makes the sounds and smells of the
mountain trails come alive to our senses, and
she also accurately captures the adrenalin-rush
that many of us will have experienced when

The Swallows' Return:
A foreigner's history 0fbirdwatching,

Taiwan by Kate Ragers.

The final two essays outline the efforts that
have been made in Taiwan to protect the
Black-faced Spoonbills that winter in the
Chiku wetlands, the Fairy Pittas that arrive
in spring to breed in Huben and the Pheasant-
tailed Jacanas that are breeding residents at
Kuan-tien. These conservation efforts have
had positive results, but as elsewhene in Asia,
and as is 50 clearly presented in this book,
conservation is an ongoing uphill struggle.

In its modest way, this attractively produced
book is a positive contribution to the
conservation effort in Taiwan. This is a
paralle] text written in English with 2 Chinese

rane and sough
notably in this case Swinhoe's and Mikado
Pheasants. However, amongst these vivid
depictions of Taiwan's wild places, a more
troubled note is sounded concerning the illegal
trapping of wild birds as evinced by the number
of birds that the author saw trammedled in the
bamboo cages swinging in the icy wind at Wulai.

species, most

These concermns ane explored in the essays that
follow. The first of these is a history of bird
conversation in Taiwan and focuses particularly
on the work of John Wu, author of the Field
Guide to the Birds of Taiwan, and the efforts he
has made to curtail the worst excesses of the
bird trade on the island.

by Alice Chen on the opposite
page, and there are excellent photographs
on nearly all of its 160 pages, including all
of the Taiwanese endemic bird species.

Proceeds from the sale of the book in Taiwan
will go back into conservation in Taiwan
through the Endemic Species Research
Institute. In Hong Kong the book is currently
available directly
{marakate58&hotmail.com) at a cost of
HES%0,

from Kate

David Diskin
July 2006
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AND FOLLOWING THE LAWS OF NATURE

| studied collaborative design tachnology in Xian
this year. Collaborative design technology supports
collaborative design mode to change barriers into
opponunities. Designers are able to ignom spatial and
temporal barriers and share, stimulzte and innovate
ideas in different giobal domains.

Echoing my collaborative design study, | believe
there is a huge project that should ba a great priority
for global designers to work on, now and in the future.
Thig is the design project with nature conservation
As the problems of global wamming, desertification, air
polution, water pollution, and toxc rain become maore
serious, everything Is threatened because the
emirgnment is luming bad. Humans have to take
steps to protect nature and halt continuing damage
toit.

Raeferming to
the first photo |
have taken in
Xian, the image
is blurred (see
figure 7). This is
nat due to poor
focusing. the
phota is actually
focused on the
sand in the air. Xjan citizens tokd me that thers was a
sancstorm in Xian a few days bafore my visit and they
also said thal a sandstorm had never happened in
Xian bedors. Desertification is aggravating not only the
ecges of the deserts but also areas far remate from
the deserts. It is a global problem; the distress has
no spatial and temporal boundary.

Figure I The sand in the air in Xian

According to "Dao De Jing” (chapter 52 of The
Book of Dao and its Virtue) by Lao Zi, the universs
comes from an ongin, which is the spring of evarything.
If you learn the origin of the universa, then you shall
know everything, if you leam everything, then you have
to protect the ongin of the universa. It is not fatal to

- Lee Yuk Ying

A D "Va )i As a bﬂ‘lwa‘cﬂar | notica that in Xian's
Jiao Tong University, trees and birds_ singing are in
everywhere (see figure 2). | even could see a shy bird,
Eurasian Blackbird, singing on a tree and fhing to the
grassland for feeding. Nowadays, birds and trees are
not easily found anyplace else in the city. Surely, the
phenamenan is not accidental of new, the university
has been established for more than 50 years. The
concapt of greening the campus onginated from the
1% principal of Xian Jiao Tong University (see figura
3), who had a long-term vision and a mission in
protecting the ongin and bulding a natural environment
insice the campus.

As stated in "Dao De Jing® (chapter 25 of The
Book of Dao and its Virtue), Lao Zi befeved that all
things should follow the laws of nature. He said that
hurmans must follow the kaws of the earth, the earth
must fallow the laws of haaven, haaven must follow
the kaws of truth, and truth must follow the laws of
nature fonginal text: ET [N ]: A
FEM WEE )




I future, protecting the origin of the universe and
foliowing the kaws of nature should be the directicn in
collaborative design, which will lead from the o
[+l of "Custamer-Centersd Design® to the
development of *Nature-Centered Design®,

ent

urg

Collaborative design is a kind urman wisdom,
intended to break the mital man abifities and
1o share human intefigance arcund the globe without

5 of hi
spatial and temporal constraints. Because of the
powerfuiness oflahorative design, humans can use
it to achieve great things. Today, the urgent project in the
workd that e
is nature conservation. As the natural en

prot 1 more necessary
Lao Zi wrote long ago that protecting the spring of e
and following the laws of nature are essantial 1o an
understanding of life itself

s the attention of global human inteliect

deteriorates, it

iy
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Xian fiao Tang University

Figure 2. The Campu

us of the Xian flao Tong University




Ower the last lew years | have had a good deal of success
In booking hokdays to good birding areas with my non-Dirding
girffriends. Past successes have included Cat Tien Nature
Resenve in southern Vistnam (whare | convarted one giriiend
10 birding. Three days later she dumped ma, but that's another
storyl) and Doi Chiang Dao in northem Thailand.  Thes time
my girtriend Carrie and | spent two mights at the hot springs
resort town of Walai, just 25km south of Taipsd, but in a deep
river valley surrounded by lush forested hills.

Wie had agreed in advance that this was not a birding holday
50 my only birding tima was from 0700- 0930 in the moming.
Fortunately the Wulal area is popular with Taiwanese birders
and s featured in both the Chiness and Engish birding guides.
And | was abla to quickly find and bird an estabiished birding
trail - with great success!

Our hatel, which was perched about 100m uphill from the
river giving wonderful views over the town and across the
valiey, was on the opposite side of the river from the start
of the birding trail. On the way down to the river my first birds
of the day were ten Brown-throated Martins perchad on some
overhead wires, and as | crossed the bridge | found a Little
Egret and a White-breasted Waterhen perched along the
Ibanks, but no sign of the hoped-for Tawan Whisting Thrush
- one of My Major tanget speces.

The trail bagins whers tha Tonghou River flows into the
Nanshih River. | followed a road siy fer Siaoy between
a couple of hot springs hotels and a school. Passing the
school | heard a loud call that sounded very similar to the
famiiar Red-bifed Blus Magpie. Briliant! It had to be Taiwan
Biue Magpie, like the Whisting Thrush an endemic spacies
found in forests throughout Taiwan, and my top target bird
Wummmwmmmdmma
steep, wooded siope, and | knew that unless | could find a
way up there was no way | would see them. More by luck
than judgement | happened to take some stairs that were
on the birding route deseribad in the book, and aithough |
ssemed o be no closer o the magples, | startad to see some




First up was a Tawan Barbet - a species proposed
as a spit from Black-browed Barbet of Malaysia and
‘Vietnam, and Chinese Barbet sean by

branches of a dead tree just a tew metres away. |
was torn between drinking in the wonderful
of chestnut, black and white of the

HKBWS members at Chebaling, Babao Shan and
Wisyi Shari. It differs greatly in the colours of the
head - shawing lots of blue and yaliow on the crown
and throat, unlike Chinese Barbet, which shows a
pradominantly black and red crown. It was feeding
in & fruiting camphor tree, giving me the cccasional

As | was watching the Barbet and keeping an ear
cocked for the magpies, four Black Bulbuls landed
close-by, giving me wonderful views of ther jet-black
plurnags, blood-red bills, and the grey edges to the
wings and ftail that aré unigue to the Taiwan
subspecies, The Magpies began calling again and
| eagerty climbed the last of the stairs and headed
towards them, Befors | had gona 20 yards a Gray
Tresapse swishad into a nearby tree - its long fall inftially
raiging my exciiement, before | realised i was just
not long encugh to belong to a Magpes! However
once | gat onto it its identity was clear - and just io
ki sure | understood it gave its distinctive "gagacda-
gaak!® call, which | know well from the birds that visit
Mg Tung Chal every autumn.

However, arriving just behind it was a real Taiwan
white-tipped, droop-tipped, tal of its genus. A great
bird, thoteyw\dew as it was partly hidden

it d against the moming
fight, preventing me from enjoying the ful glory of
s purple-blua plumage.

mmuwmwoﬂm 1 headed

within 20 yards | was stopped short by a pair of
castaneoventris) feeding togather on the bare

‘aried Tits and getting better views of the Magpie.
Mot a bad problem to have, you might think, but
matters bacame much warse when a male Mamon
Cricie flew around the clearing calling loudly, flashing
a bright red tail - and passing another Taiwan Blue
Magpie on the way!

1 was still in shock when a woodpecker caiad, and
a female Grey-capped Woodpecker flew in and
perched prominently on a nearby branch! Thankfuly
this is & bird | know well, 5o after a quick look to
confirm its identity, | was able to come back to the
main probiem of getting good views of the magple.
Fortunately & group of four or five was feeding around
amdlargetraes.amlwasablemenmlr\e
deep rich 4 their purpie-bil
mmmoﬂmammmrm
pheasant-like tail, hot red bl and bright mischievious
ayes, A truly woncerful bid!

Surrounded by this feast of new and beautiful birds
a group of Olve backed Pipits and a solitary ceftia
[Bush Warbler (either Manchurian, which is comman
in HK in the winter, or the very similar borealls race
of Japanese Bush Warbler) gat pratty short shrift,
but Taiwan Scimitar Babblar - newly proposed as
ammwmmmm
10 its larger size and it o

breast, mmmnmnm
have done i tv ‘artridges
had riot started their distinctive *pes-pie pray, pee-
pla pray!® song on both sides of the road. While they
refused to show - & disappointment since thay are
almost certainyy a Tawan endamic - they distracted
me long enough for the Scimitar Babbiers 1o make




The final good bird in this incredible session was a pair
of Bronzed Drongoes that flew into ancther bare tree to
check ma out. They had the metalic sheen of Hair-crested
Drongo, but the forked tail of Black Drongo (aithough not
as deaply forked). They gittered magnificantly in the moming
sunshing as they made a coupls of sweeping attacks on
flying insects, before deciding that | was much too boring
for birds as cool and glamorous &5 them, and disappeared!

Al this happened in a whirtvind 40 minutes that | will never
forget. It was followed by a long slog Upriver during which
| added Brown Dipper, Plumbecus Redstart, and 30-odd
Gray-chinned Minivets. followed by a rush back to the
hotel for breaktast.

However, mara was to come ... as | was passing the
school a Grey Treepie flew out of a frulting camphor tree
right by the roadside some 30 yards in front of me. Unlike
the large mature trees on the siope above, this was a
much smaller and denser tree. Although it was filled with
movement | struggled to get good views of the birds, until
first one Taiwan Biue Magpie, then a Grey Treapie, then
@ couples more Biue Magpies, and finally all fifteen mmaining
Blue Magpies left the tree and flew right past my head,
ghing me unforgettable grandstand views of a truly iconic
bird|

Later that day | again saw what | suspect was the same
flock as we walked up 1o the Wulal waterfall cable car
station, but distantly on the far bank of the river, where |
also added a Crested Goshawk. Al the Dreamiand resor,
which we reached by a short but dramalic cable-car ride

over the falls, | finally caught up with the lovely Taiwan -

Whistiing Thrush. A fine bied in itself, but nothing ke as
good as the Magpie and the kaleidoscope of birds I'd
enjoyed on that truly unforgattabla morming!

That aftemoon | trisd showing & few birds to my gifirend,
She had no interest whatsoaver. But at least she hasn't
dumped me!

Thanks are due to Mark Wilkie, who helped with site
Information.

T took with me both the Chinese (G MY ANH

2001 1SN 957-455-054-0) and English (Birdwatching
in Taiwan 2005 ISBN 957-98751-9-7) guldebaoks.
While they were helpful in selecting Wlai over
Beitou as a hot springs resort near Taipei, which

 offered a chance of some good birds, | found them

difficult to use for planning my birding day. The
Mumhhmwmmumdwnwmglman

maps do pond closely
wiﬂmmmdlodmwwmpsdum
clearly mark the specific birding routes. Once 1 had
my bearings they made much more sense.

One other book I was unable to find was the
“Birdwatcher's Guide to the Taipei Region”, ISBN
957-01-7797-7. According to Taiwan-based birder
Mark Wilkie this shows distances of the trails, and
provides good directions for seeing Tawny Fish Owl
near Wulal (Mark writes regular birding updates on
Huben, a major Falry Pitta site in central Taiwan,
on the website “hird !

More positively, they gave a good idea of the birds
you are likely to see and the newer English book
illustrates all the udgmkmdumd mhopedu.
many of which have d

phw&ﬂlqraknpmﬂsmmﬂnmhm Eur

mmmmmwmmmafu.
which can be borrowed.

“The Lonely Planet Guide to Taiwan (2004 edition)
was alsa helpful in planning the trip,

Endemics and splits
At present Taiwan has 15 recognized endemic
mm-mwmm.ummr
: or full species.
‘l'hmhm'b«nmpnpouhwup&kmul
these such as Taiwan Barbet and Taiwan Hwame,
while others await further research. A good place
to follow developments is the Birding in Taiwan
wehﬂr[mbudmgﬁmmm uMdlpom
Thisis
an exciting time !a_w?ml developments have
accurred In the last year, and more are expected
soon.




Hong

| August

Tha month openad with a typhoon and
closed with Brown-chested Flycatchar
at Mai Po and a Tiger Shrike at

wioon Park, tha first of & series of
raritias in what turned out to be an
axcolant autumn.

As Typhoon Prapiroon tracked
southwest of Hong Kong an 3, thane
were sightings of two all-dark
shearwaters and three Bridied Terns
at Cape d'Aguitar vl @ Lesser
Frigatetird in Toio Harbour §

MNotable reports in the first haif of the
month included a Swinhoa's Egret, the
over-summering flock of 11 Black-
faced Spoonbills, 180 Graater Sand
Plovers, six Asian Dowlichers, a Ruff
and a Nordmann's Greanshank, all at
Mai Po (BS, YYT). a Roseate Tern
bearing a Norh Isiand New Zealand)
lag-flag at Sal Kung (HKEWS web-site
phato), @ Watercock at Lang Valley,
five Grery Wagtails at Shek Pk PS] and
three Red-rumpad Swallows a1 Lok
Ma Chau [YYT).

During the same peniod, large pre-roost
gatherings of Collared Crows were
counted at two sites: 103 individuals
wera present at Mal Po an 8% (BS),
the highest count on record, and 77
were on top of cranes and scaffoldng
ata consiruction ste near Shuen Wan
en 151 [RWL), The latter fiew off in
near-darkness in the direction of Yim
Tin Tsal and Ma 5i Chau isands, whang
they wern thought to be roosting.

Twwo Mountain Bulbuls were present at
Tai Po Kau on 187 (YYT] suggesting
that this species may now be over-
summering in Hong Kong. Also noted
at Tai Po Kau on the same date warne
an Eastern Crowned Warbier, the first
of the autumn, and two Mountain
Tailorbirds.

Kong Bird News,

Early autumn dates wena reported for
the folkwing species: Yallow-rumped
Flycatcher at Long Visley on 147 [DAD),
Pafas's Grasshopper Warbier at Long

Walley on 2. (PJL} and Dollarticd
Po Toi on 24t (GW). Compared to
those given in The Avifauns, these ane
1he earliest ever dates by threa, four,
and 12 days, respeciively.

The last week of tha manth brought
repors of & Brown Fish Owl at Tai Po
Kau (Kwan), 8 Biack Bittern at Long
Valiey (KJ) and a Brown-chested
Fiycatcher at Wai Po and a Tiger Strike
at Kowaoon Park, the latier two birds
both on 28 (HKBWS Web-site
photos)

September

This was en excellent manth,
comparable with Septernber 1995, with
the first baicalansis White Wagtad, o
Speckied Piculet, a fine series of
sightings of ram cuckoos, Tiger Strikes
and Brown-chestad Flycatchers and
a vary good passage of fiycatchers,
warblers and Black-naped Cricles.
Passage bagan steadily then intensified
from the middie of the manth

©On 2M, the second Brown-chested
Fiycatcher of the autumn was jound at
Deng Ping Chau (YYT), This was
followed bry reports of singles at Route

{DADY, bringing the total for the auturmn
1o four,

On 3, ten Arctic Warblers and a
“Biyin's Leal Warbler™-type werg
present at Tai Po Kau (GC). The first
Siberian Blua Robin of the autumn was
found at Ng Tung Chai on Tth ([EMSK),
At least five others were reported in
the month, at Tai Po Kau on 87 and
227, Mai Po on 1617, Po Toi on
175 and Ng Tung Chal again on 257,

Ao on 7, a Chestrut-winged Cuckoo
was noted at Lamma (JA), a rare

autumn repon which was folowed by
@ further sighting of the species at Mai
Pao the next day [BS

A fiock of 102 Chinese Pond Henons,
behaving as migrants, wera noted at
Shuen Wan on 11™ J and the next
day a Sooty Tem, & Himalayan Swiftiat
and & Pechora Pipit were all reported
from Pio Toi ([GW),

A Tiger Shrike, the second of the
prasent at Po Toi during
14111 7 (GW], Three further individuals
wera found at Tal Po Kau, Mal Po and
Lami in the same pariod (JA,
H S web-site photos) and ye
another, the sbdh of the autumn, was
photographed at g ¥i on 180
{HKEWS web-site photal. A chuster of
raconds e this Is unprecedentad, there
being just ning previous records, al
during 1979-1996, with not mone than
one individual previously recondad in
Ay S yEi,

Other reports in mid-manth included
an Asian Lesser Cuckoo, a Horsfield's
Cuckoo (the northern breeder now spit
from the southarn breader, Oriental
Cuckoo, for which there are
Guangdong mecords but stil none from
Hong Kong), a Himalayan Swiltiet and
a8 Blue-throated Bee-eater, al at Po Toi
(GW, PuL, PW, MK), a Dronga Cuckoo
and adult mala Yellow-rumped
t Tai Po Kau (JA), @ Short-
toed Lavk at Pul O (PA), a potential 2nd
record, a Fuddy Crake and Daurian
Starling at Mai Po and a Water Ral at
Long Valley (FJ), by two and a hatf
the earlest ever in autumn or

, & Gray-headed Woodpecker
was detected at Kap Lung {KHK) and
1he next day a Varditer Fycaicher, the
@arkast ever in autumn by 9 days, and
15 Black-naped Oriclas wens at Po Tol
{ . Tha lattér species was now
becoming widespraad, and a count of
25 at Po Tol on 24" [PJL) was the
largest single ste count of the auturmn
(@




and one of the highest on recond. Also
saanatPo‘I‘uonzA‘hmawwle

&.

4 [GW) wers the sariest ever in autumn
by 2 days. The second Water Rail of
and 20 Sheran

Wagtad of the
the first Hong Kong record of this tanon,
an Asian Lesser Cuckoo and a
Horsheld's / Orantal Cuckoo (MT, PAL

Naoteable reports from Mai Po in the
st ten days of the month included a
Spoon-billed Sandpiper during 215t
26™, two Lesser Tree Ducks, a
Nerdmann's Greanshank and up to 11
Black-naped Orioles (YYT, BS, GT et
L), Elsawhere in the Desp Bay area,
there were reports of two Manchurian
Reed Warblers at San Tin on 21% (JA),
120 White-shouldersd and s Daurian
Starings at Long Valley on 23 [EMSK)
and thres Pheasant-taied Jacanas, a
Lanceolated Warbler and a juvenile
Pallas's Reed Bunting, the earfkost ever
in autumn by & menth, all at Lok Ma
Chau on 281 (MAL. PIL).

An exciting month closed with a
Speckied Piculet, only the third Hong
Kong record, and an Orange-headed
Thrush at Ng Tung Chal (EMSK, KE).

| October —

This was ancther very good maonth with
the first record of tha bilthi taxon of

were present at Lok Ma Chau on 510
{PJL} and on the same day ancther
Manchurian Reed Warblar was found
at Long Valley (KJ). Reponts from Mai
Fo the next day included a Paddylield
Warbler and 115 Black Drongos [PJL,
GT). Amang ather highights at this time
were a Burmese Shrike near Tai Po
GJC) and 18 Grey-headed Lapwings
and a possible Biyth's Pipit at Kam Tin
(A, all on 7,

On 9¢th, there wene reports of 30 Hair-
crested Drongos at Tai Po Kau and 40
Pale Martins of the taxon fohkianansis,
onty recentty identified in Hong Kong,
over the fishponds beside the Mal Po
access road (PUL). The naxt day three
Mugimakd Pycatchers, the sariest ever
in autumn by 8 days, were noted at Po
Tok (GW) and a Swinhoe's Mnivet was
found at Tai Po Kau Headland (RE). An
Oriental Scops Owt at Robin's Nest on
111 EJH) was the first of at least thiee
in the autumn. On 12'7, a total of 10
Phassant-talled Jacanas were found in
tha Deep Bay area, comprising five at
Mai Po four at Lok Ma Chau and one
at Nam Sang Wai. Also noted on the
same date were a Gray Bushchat at
Mai Po and a Lesser Tree Duck at Nam
Sang Wai,

A Lesser Whiatethroat of the tevon biythi

an Crange-beasted Green Pigeon was.
found at Po Toi on 1% [PJL, GJIC). The
bird was thought likely 1o ba the
individual originally found in February
raturning o over winlon. Also prosont
on the island were two Chestnut-
cheeked Starlings. Elsewhere, there
were sightings of a Sibesian Robin at
HIL (KADW), a Horsfield's Cuckoo at
Long Valley (K.J) and 105 Red Turtle
Doves, the first ever three-figurns count,
and the frst Brght-capped Cisticoia of
the winter 3t Mong Tseng (DAD).

On 34, an Orangs-headed Thrush was
found at Tai Po Kau Headland (KE),
and a Baiton's Crake at Lok Ma Chau
[PUL). Five Litths Buntings at Po Toi on

AP Mai Po on 15% is potentialy
the first Hong Kong recond of this taxon,
fiokowing one of anciher taxon at Long
Vallgy in October 2002,

Passage of raptors was quile varied,
especially in the frst half of the month,
Following a Chinesa Goshawk and two
Grey-faced Buzzards at Po Toi on I
A, beth of which ane rare species in
autumn, thare wane sightings on 5M-
& of up to nine Black Bazas now
becoming scarce In Hong Kong) near
Fanling and a Common Bugzzard there
W, GT), the sarfiest ever in autumn by
4 days. and a Pied Harrier and two
Amur Falcons at Mal Po [PJL). Single
Japanese Sparrowhawks were noted

at Po Toi and Long Valley on 10 and
three Crested Honey Buzzards and 20
Amur Falcons wers ssen passing near
the Mai Po Education Centra in an
amazing hall-hour pariod in late
afterncon on 111 (BS). Amang other
raptor sightings were a Eurasian
Sparrowhewk at Lok Ma Chau on 151
[PdL), 10 Amur Falcons at Mai Po on
15" and a Besra and Greater Spotted
Eagle at Mal Po 213,

The first bealf of the rmonth was also very
good for Blue-taled Bee-eaters, with
up 1o 15 curing 676!, at least 38 and
possily as mary as 63 on 97 (BS) and
up o 44 on 11-12%, all at or near Mai
Po. Thara were also 12 af Long Valley
on @™, Itis possible that a singie sizeabls
flock: remained in the area during 67-
129, accounting for all reports.

Highght of the third weesc of the month,
which was somewhat cuieter, included
8 Siberian Thrush at Ng Tung Chai on
16th [EMSK), a Savanna MNghtiar at Po
Tei on 177 (GW) and a Bay
Woodpecker at Tai Po Kau on 21% (KE),

Ng Tung Chal brefly hosted a Black-
headed Bunting on 25t and, for the
third successhe winter, a White-theated.
Fantail was found there, this year from
from 277 (EMSHK). Elsewhere, reports.
includad a Tristram's Bunting at Po Tol
o 25 [GW), the eariest ever in autumn
by 3 days, 42 Rod Turtle Doves at Lok
Ma Chau on 27, probably the largest
\gathering noted away from the Mong
Tsang area, and single Common and
Chastnut-chesked Starings at Kam Tin
on 281 (JA).

The month endad with the discovery
of @ Sulphur-breasted Warbier at Tai Po
Kan (SLT) and two Cotton Pygmy Geese
at Mal Po (FC, PW), both on 25, The
Cotton Pygmﬁsssasta\edjuﬁ the

years ago, both involving single birds
at Ma Po in the last ten days of October,
the dates baing 23 October 1974 and
31 Octeber 1976. (Ahhhh... the
Seventes ! - Ed)



HKBWS Comin

Activities

Date / Time:

‘B \‘dr S.Jn.
- 18:00

21 Mar (Wed)

25 Mar [Sun)
16:30

0a:00

B Apr (Sun]
08:00 - 16:00

& May (Suri
08:00 - 16:00

16 May (Wed)
19:00 - 20:30

Activity / Details | Leader  Difficulty

Jeaan Court)

TR

a limg trip on apen wwters. The ride conld be quite
rongh andl some people miy be seasick.

Monthly Gathering - China & Oversea Bird Watching Trip Reports.
Room 1101, Hong Kong Scout Centra, ut Path, Austin Ad,
Kowdoon (HIKS10 member, HKS30 non-member)

Tai Sang Wai to Mal Po

marmbarship@hkiows.org hik

Eonl Trip: Po Toi, Lamma chanﬂel
 Ohce

8.

K
s will be a long rip on e 5. The ride comld b quite
gl vl some peaple muty be sessick.
Mai Po
DB:00 Kowloon Tong MTR Station (Kent Road exi) o Kk

Mai Po carpark, coach leaves at 1
16:00.

back to Kowioon Tong
Aberdeen Reservoir # %
0 Central MTR Exit B Hang Seng Bank

Monthly Gathering - Brief update on recent development of
bird watching activities in China

Foom 110 A
Kowioon {HEK:

* R

back 1o Kowloon Tong at 16:00

Tai Po Kau %% CHOl Chung Pak
08:30 Car Park Garden, Chung Tsal Yuen Hung Fai HRK
oon Tong MTR ion (Kent Road exdt) o @ @
carpark, coach ieaves at 15:00 and HH

wioon Tong at 16:00

Mamhly Gathering - China & Oversea Bird Watching Trip Reports
Hong Kong Scout Centre, Scowt Path, Austin Rd,
memiber, HICE30 non-me!




S Comin

Date/Time | Activity / Details | Leader

20 May (Sun) Tai Mo Shan
08:00 - 13:00 08:00 Tsuen Wan MTR Shbon Heng Seng Bank

2 Jun (Sat) Pokfulam Reservoir * % HUNG Lal Yung
06:30 - 13:00 0830 Queen's Farry, City Hall, Central TANG Wing Shing

Monthly Gathering - Experience Sharing: Digital photography
20 Jun (Wed) and pest-processing workflow
18:00 - 20:30 Reom 1101, Hong Kong Scout Centre, Scout Path, Austin Rd,
Kowioon (HKS10 member, HIKS30 non-

7 Jul {fSa) Lamma lsland ¥ % WONG Chiu Shu
08:00-13:00 | 08:00 Pier No. 4, Cantral Chen Chi Po

Boat Trip: Mirs Bay / Tap Mun
08:15 Ma Liu Shiu Pier; One hour at Tap Mun for luncty; ﬁ
15:00 Finish at Sal Kung Pler

8 Jul (Sun) Member $150, Non-member 5200
0815 - 16:00 | Nose: this will be a long trip o apen waters. The ride conld be quite rough
atntel some people mty ges seasick, Those who want to leave at lunchtime my
sake the ferry (deparsing bourly) as Tap Mun for Wong Shek Pier. The fare i
- J\-;mm'.n.ﬁ.'.- irvespective
18 0t eg) | Menthly Gathering - China & Oversea Bird Watching Trip Reports
) Ficom 1101, Hong Kong Scout Centre, Scout Path, Austin Rd, Kowloon

19002030 | e memiber, HKS30 non-member
4 Aug (Sat) Shing Mun Country Park * * B Man
08:00-13:00 | 02:00 Teuen Wan MTR Hang Seng Bank Wang Stwi Chi

5 Aug (Sun) Tal Mo Shan
08:00- 13:00 | 08:00 Tsuen Wan MTR Station Hang Seng Bank

22 Aug (Wed) Maonthly Gathering - China & Oversea Bird Watching Trip Reports
"9_00‘-? 2090 | Floom 1101, Hong Kong Scout Gentre, Scout Paih, Austin Fd, Kowioon
! Hi<§10 member, HKS30 non-member

Further details or of outing will be in the HKBWS Website

(it P

i hkbws.org. ivehtmi) and BBS { org.hikcgi ¥aBB.pl).

ﬁ Transportanon Erangement Emﬁmzm booking sipand raturn. % ¥ Crested Bultul Club's Activities

Fulas Datn time, placs and weatter
* s patioree Hatstat ores ganernl mrtaandings.
* Loo 1o b cmt - drge

Tins

Tios * Pockst
* Try 1 o wiin smatacdy mom kncwdecdget e of Unfimide birdk i By 10 bo soen.
o Hoer Fomnm . a0 hat
meneciatn tirdress. e a8 et 5 1o chny ) TTer 1 PAong Ko, Dlerty o et 0 Suatie
* Abwiya take 1 sl rosebook and mn of two pencls. Ang ihe repslen showsks be prenanid.
folowinga shoukl be noted for:
- Gum o shateGeranal cokration = Binooulan e omsentia Buy e Dest you Gan #nd i sl om provaing &
: - Comocucus marks of Choarty view. oye Sirn wel e kagh § raTLm.
Dz ared shage of B, o, WG L B Fech o
B Cotour of 14, logs, fest ancl acouctaria
- - Chramcteraiics of Sght or aciom . '
= Destrnction o notes of porg

e ey
Comparison wen ary oiher i A jgeod ripod i resded 50 8 1o balancs e iskescops.




non-members for the following Mai Po tour :

| Iwish to resanve places for membersand
The rumiber of persanis) using the coach is
DeAprisun) [J224pcSu) 16 May (Sun) no..
* Coach fare; [] * HKS40Mamber O _ xHKS20/Student member
(m * HK$60/Non-member #
o fare irvespective of whether they make wse
" :%mmiammi;}ﬂmﬁmww”ydwm< S ipective of they of the caach. Members nov

Please inslicase whether dhe participant(s) have the following permits and bring them along with you during attending he Mai Fo Ousin.
Mai Po Marshes Entry Permit: [J Yee [l No Frontier Closed Avea Permit: [ Yes [INo

o § il name e HE 1D, N
¥ mone Shan i Dl papor to the ot
v
(Fane; HKS membars)
] 18 Mar (Sun) :PolendlammaChannal (_ mombar, non-mambers)
[ 1 Apr (Sun)  : Pol and Lamma Channel { member, non-members)
] BJu(Sun)  :MisBay/TapMun (_____ member, __non-members)

Antwhﬂmmwunfmmhkﬁwn&h:mnmwmﬁ.\‘mwlum-’m!wd«mﬁw

We swill confirm the about 2 wecks lhnnwmn\ert.hrmmmﬁmmum ar mor. Chce the reservation
;ua:ﬁ-:gmuugmmanm;mwd\m All the registered participants mmmi’lopa it e matser they

| artema the outing or mor. mnm‘n&rm»;dumw&mmw ar special maon, ﬁw m‘&mﬁ:zd»&rm"

~,

Enclosed piaase find a Chaque for HKS _____ [Payabie to The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society Lid)

Name:

=,

[Note: | mm:nswlmmmmwmﬂmmmmmmlwlmmm
1612 Beverley C | Centre, B7-105 Road South, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowleon, Hong Kong.

Applcation shoukd be made at least wmmmmdmm memc.am wil only be accepted i places ans avaati.

Mhmhmﬂmmm‘*mmwmo{mnmmnm
of seeing the birds. Members are of coursa mane than welcome to attend any event. Please show your membership

«card when joining the activities.
B mmmw&oﬁmmbﬁh.m 1B I'ther applicatons for joning Mai Po/boat trips ane nol sccepted,

confiem their

Mmmwmwmmm

will be notified by phone or by e-mall at least one
week bafone the outing.

© MNon-memb B

i5 50, 85 sat by the AFCD permit. Failurs 1o do s may
result in being refused access to the resenve.

¥ Accordng to the requinemant uwmmm

fare ummmmdﬁm

oty
nmmw with o chaqus payatie 1o “The Hong
Keng Bird Watching Sockty Lid™

for the Mai F their
ummmmumnwmm
1o the Frontier Close Area and Mal Po Marshes.

and

cotning for the
nbacod



S e
Reed Warblers; ...

——t
Small reed warblers are very difficult to separate in the field. Not
only that, they are also highly skulking and clean views are often
very difficult to ger. Black-browed Reed Warbler is the most
common species of small reed warblers in Hong Kong. The
possible confusion species in Hong Kong are Manchurian Reed
Wiarbler and Paddyfield Warbler.

All these reed warblers are pale brownish warblers with a pale
supercilium, square tail, but no wing bar. The group of reed
warblers that we consider here all have a black lateral crown stripe.
Some of the key differences are shown in the following rable.







ol B 5

Verditer Flycatcher
Chan Yin Fong M

Tai Po KM, 2/11/2006
DSLR Camera + teleconverter

HERE (4 F)

Blue and White Flycatcher (Juvenile)!

Lee Kai Hong #HHE
Pa Toi i3, 7/10/2006
DSLR Camera, 300mem lens + 1.7x teleconverter
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