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Chairman's word - cheungtofo

2007 marks the society's S0 anniversary, The execUfivalgbmmitiea
has arranged several celebrating aetivities that will be annou shortly
This is-a good fime for us o look back, andFemind ourselves of the sociefy's

achievemenls so far. Starting from @ srnul'ol__gun‘lzalion 50 years ago,
HKBWS now has 4 full-time siaff, about HKS1.5 million turnaver each year,
obout HKS1.5million in reserve, and over 900 members. | propose we olso
think about the society's future in the next 5-10 years. On this subject we
will arrange an indoor meeting. Please come in 1o parficipate in this very
meaningful event.

In March, | wos of an education activity organized by the Shenzhen Bird
Watching Society. They organize a school student's bird race every year, At
this year's opening ceremony, a student representative gave the following
speach:

“Dear society leaders, teachers, and lovely fellow student mates,

morning! | am for Form 1, class 8 of Jianxio High School. My name is Li

Tianchu. My website fille is lemon70211. | hope that leaders con also
odvise me on the web. Todoy | like fo say a few words from my heart,

| was deeply impressed by the quality of the speech. Later the organizer
told me that that student wrofe the speech himseli. | was wondering
how Shenzhen BWS can be so successful with their education
progromme. That mofivated me fo try. 5o have started planning
an educalion programme for primary and secondary schools
in HE. | will not talk about the details here, but | promise
to keep members in formed os the programme tokes

shape,



Society News

- Lo Wal Yan

2007 Membership renewal

Dear please to renaw your

Thank you for your continuous support. You may sand the
completed subscription form with crossed chegue to the socity.
Sociaty Limited” account (HSBC account no. 534-361423-838)
and retum the pay-in sip and the completed subscription fom
to the society, (Remark: chequa payment is highly recommended.)
S e s e e e e e e e e s
Celebrating the 50th Anniversary

50th Anniversary Special

A bookiet would be published to celebrate the 50th anniversary
of the Sockety. In addition to writing from veteran members, it is
also hoped that interested members would provide articles of 300
wards about their most unforgettable, most iInteresting or Mast
painful bird i Contributions can be sent
through email fhidwe@hidnws.org.hk) or by post. Cal the office
for any enduiries.

Members are atso walcome 1o write about the Soclaty’s history
or specis or to provide e photos complete
with slories. Use of the malenals wouki be at the discretion of
the editors.

“Bird Watch 50" and Golden Jubilee Dinner

‘What could be better to celsbrate the 50th anniversary than haning
a bird-watching day? We could find out how the birds have
changad in the last 50 years, and recoliect our history over dinner.
Detalled amangarnents wil be announced in a coming notice and
also on tha web,

Date: Sunday, 28 Oclober 2007
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St ic D Waorkshop for HKBWS

When wa look back, the past 50 years suddenly seam & short
while for the Society. From a small inanest group to & consenvation
NGO, from a community of expatriates to a majority of local
residents, from a list of 219 to 480+ species - whena shall we go
from here? How should be develop? What shouid be our main
focus? Please come to the Society's Strategic Development
Workshop to give your views and help establish plans for the
futura.

Date: Saturday, 21 July 2007 Time: 2:15 p.m

Venue: City Top. &/F, Amenities Bulding, City Unhversity of Hong
Kaong, Kowloon Torg

Registration: Pleasa send your name, contact phona no., emai
address and membership no. to HKBWS Office [amail:
hikws@nkbws.org.hk Fax: 2314 3687 Postal Addness: Room
1612 Baveriey Commercial Cantra, B7-105 Chatham Road South,
Taim Sha Tsui, Kowioon, Hong Kong)




“Birds and H in Harmony - A Scheme in Long Valley® (2005-2007)
Wicky Yeung

The management project has stepped to the
sacond year. Your continuous support and
participation are MOS! WeCome.

Shallow Water Habitat:

In January, two farmiands have been added 1o
the project. This further extends the 1otal area
of shallow walter habitat 1o 127,200 sq. ft. On
the other hand, wa have implemeanted two
separate tests on fammiands to examing the efect
on bird species and number. Howevar, no
sagnificant changes ane recorded on those farmiands. Wa will iry mors practices 1o incease
th bird Spacies &nd number.

Wet Agricultural Land:

W have organized & Water Chestrut Harvesting activity in March. Cher 80 members and
general pubks participated the activity. Parlicipants experienced the happiness of harvest
and anjoyed the actvty, We have also planted Chinese Amow-haad in Decamber 2006.
They grew well and start flowering in Apal. Water Chestnut corms remained in soll
germinated and grew again, Moneover, we have planted a new crop of Paddy Rice.

Dry Agricultural Land:
Flowering Chinese Cabbage {Chal Summ) planted in Decamber 2008 has flowsred in January
and produced ssed in February. Whila the other crop of Chol Sum was planted in Apel
and produced seed in May in order to provide food for Spang migrants.

Other Activities:
Besides water

eatnut harvesting activity, we have also arranged a Water Hyacinth
Clgarance ity and [oined Mikania Removal Activity organized by The Conservancy
Association, Both of the activities wene 1o remaove invasive specs from Long Valley in
order 10 preven? detaroration of farmiands. Once again, we would like 1o take this
opportunity to thank al the volunteers.

| crested Bulbul Club

1. Guiding services in Maipo Nature Reserve
From Mar ta Apr 2007, marmbérs have provided bird watching senvice for more than 700 special-need childnan
and youngster.

2. Early Morning Bird Watchers at Kowloon Park & HK Park
Form mid January 1o February, activity was temporary suspended due 10 the bad flu,
No. of participants in Hong Kong Park from Jan to Apr 2007: 48 {activity was suspended due to the bird flu)
Mo. of participants in Kowloon Park from Jan to Mar 2007: 30

o

Bird watching interpretation in Hong Kong Wetland Park
A total of 150 parson-time have boen participated in this service from Jan to Mar 2007
4. Exchange with Futien Elderly Photographic Association

Forty three members from the Ciub visited the Association on 24 Jan 2007 to exchange the expenienca in natun
photographing. They also introduce the work and activities of both parties 1o all participants,



2007

Jaruary 19 and 21. The folowing

Tawvan, Hong Kang, Mwau WWWM!MW
» The census was camied out at more than B0 sites by over 100 voluntesrs. The bird was reported at 43 sites,
« The total count amounts 1o 1695 individuais, 18 or 1% more than last year's 1679,
-mmeMMMMhW.mmmammmwm
(826), Taiwan sites stil accounted for 47% of the census total.
-mmawmhmmmmlnm.homzﬂehstyewlozdf.miw

represents 15% of the total count.

« 356 birds were recorded in Hong Kong and Shenzhen, maore of [ess the same the 346 found last year.

Overall thene is a steady increasing trend, and a five- 1o six-
mmmmmwmmmrmm This

dong the east it coast of China
prubab.ymﬂwuknpmallsnllu\mdpm

s mainly dus o in the anea
over the last 10 years, p
and studies among different regions. haddﬂun important
support also cama from the general public, whe now have
a batter sensa of environmental protection thanks to green
groups’ effort in making the bird an icon of avian and wetland
consenation. Another factor s probably a higher rate of
mm.mmmm:mmm
human at the main g sites at the
g the 38th
The rate of increase, however, is lower than that of previous
years, This coukd have arisen from a drop in breeding success
due to some UNknown cause, which could be poor weather
or environmental degradation at the breeding site. Higher
adult mortality in the past year could also be anather factor,

gion. This also indicates an incraase
in range and distribution of the species through
w‘ |u°wﬁ.
The wintering population in Hong Kong remained
relatively steady, Black-faced Spoonbils have spread
from Mai Po and Inner Deep Bay to the outer parts
of Deap Bay and the estuary 8t Nam Shan Wai. As
the wardwioe popuiation increases, the lack of growth
I Hong Kong could be an indication that the camying
capacity size of habitat and food source) at the inner
Deep Bay area has been reached, Another possibiity
s that the birds wers atiracted to ofher stes wher
the environmant has improved, e.g. coastal areas fo
the east and south of China mentioned above. Same
birds could also have chosen to stay in the north
taking advantage of the effects of giobal warming.

Results in other locations:

South Korma _oive)  21(1%)  Steady

Japan 188 (11%) 155 (9%) Increase

iangou: &; Shanghai:9;Fujian: 86: 247 (15%) 206 (12%) Increase
72; Hainan: 74

Taiwan  T0uTH) 826 (49%) Decreasa

Hong Kong and Shenzhan 356 (21%) 346 (21%) Steady

Macao A 48 (3%) 51 (3%) Steady

Vienam 45 (3%) 74 (4%) Decrease

' h as Thailand, the 0 N 0




Sponsonad by The Hong Kong Jockay Club Charits Trust and organised by the Hong Kong Bird Walching. the final
results of the "Colours on Wings - Hong Kong Wild Birds Phato Contest 2006" is opened now.

For 1he contest, we have recened 220 photos for the Open Geougp, 45 for the Senior Student Group and. 38 Junior
Studen Group, To encourage mora involvement from general publc, we aiso set up the "Oniine Publc Blection” to
invite: pecpie voting their favourite photo from 24 outstanding photos. Finally, we have collacted 10,285 voies and 17,108
hit rate from the webpage. The photo with highest votes is a Japanese White-oye taken by Mr Law Kam Man,

Resuits of the Contest

Gpon Group Haithor Tite Spacas
Champion Danief Cran Whimbrsl in landing ‘Whimnbeol
182 Rurer-up Loa Hok Fol Thunderry attack Groat Egrat
2nd Runner-up Folix Ng Black-winged Stit Black-winged St
Dutstancing Chang S Man Tha beauty of Binck-capped Kingfisher Black-capped Kingfishar
Cutstandng Ho Roseata Tam Fcaaate
Cuestanding Pippen Ho Catich Fly Bam Swalow.
Outstandng Folx Ng Biack-taced Spoontdl Biack-faced Spoontll
Cugstanding ‘Wng Man Wah Common Kinglisher Common Kingfisher
Senior Student Geoup Author Ttle Spocies
Chamgson Carmen Or The Shiike's summer 5ong Lorg-taded Shrike
181 Rurnerup Chan Hin Wah Rad-whiskered Bulbul
2nd Runner-up g Sning Him Biack-colard Staing
Ousstanding Carmen Or Waling FAad-whiskerod Bubul
Outstanding Carmen Or Fistwg Comman
Cutstanding W S Yieg Evrasian Trow Sparow
Junior Student Group Author Species
Champion Loo Wi Shan Eurasian Trea Spamow
‘15 Funnar-up Mak Chun Wi Eurasian Tree Sparmow
nd Runrer-up Lee Man Cherk Spotsod Dove

Ho Crin Hat Eurasian Tree Spamow
Cutstanding Laws NN Spotted Dove
Cutstanding Leung Tze Lam Rock Dove

The Socksty would ka to axpress our gratitude 1o The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust for their continue support
of the Society’s programme. Hong Kong Wetiand Park has also kindly provided thair venue for dispiaying our photo
axhibition, We also thank the hardworking of our adjudicators for taking up the toughest work of the contest, In particular
Mr K K Hui FRPS), not only participated in all the judging work, e also provided many preciows suggastions to the
organising of the contest, Mr Fomest Fong has also participated in the adjudicating work. For the taks and practices
hald during the contest, Mr Henry Lui, Mr Owen Chiang, Mr Domninic Chan, Mr Marcus Ho and Mr Kenny Lea have
kindly shown their support @5 volnieer tutoe. We would iie o express our appraciation to pecple who have paricipated
in this programme, Finally, wa would ke to thank all phatographers who participate this contest and hope to sea your

masterpeece in the next contest.

1.1-2/07  Bird watching acthities for elderly centres, a total of 3 timas.

2.27/1/07  Booth garna in the Worid Watiands Day 2007 Hong Kong
Calebration Caramary

3. 28/1/07 Organised the first ever bird watching tour for ihe visitors
of Museum of Coastal Defance. More than 30 people
atendexd this tour. Activity took up by Crested Bulbul Club

4.3/2/07 Booth game in the opening ceremony of a eldery schoal
in Junk Bay by CBC




Egret Research Group - Gaptan Wong
The Egratry Count 2006 report was submitted in late 2006. The Guizhou nest suney repon s stil being drafted. Hope
it could be completed in early 2007.

Terns Research Group - Alan Chan

The tem breeding season has quietly returned. The Tem Research
Group will continue the reguiar survay and monitor disturbances at the
colonies, including those at Mirs Bay and east of Sal Kung, Two mere
visits will alzo be made to southeastern waters in mid June and mid
July respectily.

In addition, road shows on tems will be organized on Saturdays and
Sundays at either Tap Mun or Sai Kung Public Pier, depending on how
well the birds can be seen at these sites. Your help is most welcome.

Thene appears 10 be little improvement at breeding colonies in Mirs Bay
- the number of Brdieds remains below 100, much less than the over
300 found 2 years ago. There is a slight increasa in Black-napeds
{around 20} over [ast year iess than 10). In contrast, the situation is much better at anather Tarm lgand 10 the east of
Sai Kung, where a total of over 100 birds of all three breeding species {Bridied, Biack-naped and Roseate) wan found.
The outiook for successtul breeding at the site is good, provided there is reasonabe
weather and no disturbance.

Migrating Whiskerad Terns al Sai Kung Peer became an atiraction for photographers last
Seplember. Coupled with the White-belied Sea Eagles nearby, tho site remained a hot
spot for bird photography for weeks. s began to warms up again this year with
the appearance of Black-napeds from May. Many enthusiasis spend their weekends
waiting beside telephato lens, trying to capiure the graceful fiying and diving fems with
thisir cameras.

Phatographers' interest in ters can be a good development - it can drany public: attention
and support conservation to some extent. However, too much attention could threaten
the colonies. Desturbance has been causad last year by photographers landing on Tem
Island, and talks about ancther landing this year are already in the air. Ta highlight the
need for consarvation in tem phaotography, some HKBWS mambers and photographers
have produced a “No Landing” stamp. By showing the stamp on a photo, ona can:

1, declare that the work was taken without setting foot on the island

2. reminder people against landing on 18m colonies

3. demonstrates that high quality pictures can be taken off the island

The campaign received very good respeonse al the Soclety's Forum.  Over 10 photographers shawed their suppon by
putting the stamp on their stunning term photos. You are also welcome to downiload the file _httpeifsw hikbws.org.
hik/phpER2/portal phpHopic_id=2481_and apply it to your work,

Kite Ressarch Group On 2007-04-15 the Kite Research Group carried out their annual
The manthly count results are as folows!  Stonecutters island Biack Kite breeding survey. i was a hot day. Members

Stonecutters  Magazing icky Yeung and Bata Yip surveyed the island complataly on foot, and
Istand Gap found two kite nests with chicks, and two other active kite nests.
;"; ‘E; ?‘;; The group members have conducted 2 breeding surverys in May in
ME .;B e Aberdaan Counry Park. Thers are 3 active nests found. Two chicks ae
A:(’ ~ = found in ane of them and pasents still sitting on the nests for the rest 2
5
nawhy located nests.

May 54 30 L



Nature Conservation Policy
and a Proposed Way Forward:

Hong Kong's transition - from trading outpost to manufacturing centre prosiding jobs for hundreds
of thousands of refugees, 10 the rag:on&' financial and logistics hub we inhabit today, has been

and, at times, ! ive of the natural ervironment. However the growing
sense of belonging, as onetime refugees and their children started 1o consider Hong Kong as
their home, has also increasingly fed a strong sensa of ownership and value for the cultural and
natural haritage we still have.

This sense of value has been demonstrated in a number of key events, beginning with the
establishmant of the Country Parks in 1976, and the designation of the Mal Po Marshes first
as a Nature Reserve in 1984, and then a wetland of imernational Importance under the Ramsar
Convention in 1995, Mors recently, campaigns by envirenmental groups have played a significant
part in preventing the destruction of ecological hotspots at Sha Lo Tung {1882) and Long Valley

(2000).
Despita this, Hong Kong had no nature consenvation policy until 2004, and relied on a mixture
of other laws and admin to protect its biodhversi

The key teols for safeguarding Hong Kong's natural heritage come from legistation controlling
land usa planning (Town Planning Ordinance (TPOH) and housing and infrastructure development

| Impact Crdinance (EWAD)). The TPO protects important habitats
with a vanety of conservation zonings, and satting conditions that imit the scope of pammitted
development. The EIA0 requires project proponents to conduct surveys to identify ecologically
sensitive sites, which should then be avolded. Whers avoidanca is nat practicable, the proponent
must show how any negative impacts will be mitigated or compensated.

The 2004 Nature Conservation Policy

In 2004 the Administration released Hong Kong's first Nature Conservation Policy. This docurnent turmed oul 1o
be a disappointmant, mmaankwwammﬂslwm
avmaamymmmllmemotne.vmuroes It also oMared no further protection for key ficra or fauna, ignored
and mada no effort to address the sustainabiity issues of Hong

m-swmw
Howevar, the policy mwwmmmdmmmmmmnﬁuﬁn
1he key issue in Hong Kang' o: First, it ascoring

systam 1o identify the sites of greatest value, mmmmmemmdm1 aunm
Second, the sites identified would quality for ane of two types of prolection: 9 ot

. jaave bip of key se3 un mmﬂsmwm«mmnm :

areas, In ol ci the o | couid be located elsewhere in ofder 1o better protect




mmmmmwm«m
land in

of have been
mlommtlww bt so far no response

ity for the benefit of the
community. Managing land that is not owned by the trust
carries the risk that tha landowner may decide to use his

has been announced to the public. fand ciferently, anc the benafi of many years of prtecton
There are other problems. Drnpmaaci alfa and 3} could be lost

Ho on Lantau, proposes 2 P from the A and
mmsxmmhmwmm other vested inferests.

the ecologically sensitve sita. This would be a
much better solution in ecological terms, but has
run info difficulties as the Lands Department has,
50 far, refused to approve the proposal. Deadiock.

The A is also that
developers will Bxen undue control over the site-
spoclf-c trusts they create to manage the

habitat, and have taking a
controfing stake in each frust. However, since
Government will not commit assets 1o the trusts,
this proposal is, unsurprisingly, opposed by the
developers. Deadiock,

As a result the Nature Consarvation Policy stands
on tha brink. Our most threatened and important
. ' legal protection than
it i prior to the creation of the policy, and less.
than 1% of the total area is being managed to
enhance s ecological value, h\faammg
\hsat has been achieved could equally

done without the Policy - even the funding for
the management agreements came from the
aisting Ervironment & Conservation Fund!

This woulkd remave the Administration’s concenns about the
independence of the site-specific insts. Independence from
Government  protects the Trust and sites from the diverse
and g intenesis the Is duty bound to
address. In the past the emironment has generally come off
second best where other interests are taken into account.

mmmlammwwmmm
Tamily or the | NGOs.
A strong legal framework is essential since the trust will hold
bath land and substantial financial assets. It is essential for
a buresy to camy qislation through LegCo
and ExCo,

The Trust should p in and

for natural heritage.

It Is only logical that bulding awareness of the objectives of
the Trust, shoulkd be & key responsibility of any body that
holds assets on behall of the community,

5. The Trust should be a membership-based organisation
This is a critical ink in connecting the Trust with the general
jpublc, who would play a role in electing the Board and thus:
nave some degree of influence in the activities of the Trust.

-

Mearmibers are aisa important fund-raisers in many countries. 'ﬂ



Could it work?

A criticism often levelled at ideas from overssas is that
they do nat take Hong Kong's unique circumstances
into account. However an examination of some of the
key issues gives a strang case far optimism,

1. The Legal Framework
In this case Hong Kong's uniguenass - its English law-
based legal system - provides a distinct advantage,
Our town planning law, kand law, companies law, and
chartties law ware a8 dadved from Westrminstes, which
means that drafting a legal framework based on the
NT exampia is straightfiorward. It & true that in the UK
land cwnership Is generally freehold, whie in Hong
Kong all land is leased from the Government, but legal
experts suggest that this prasents few problems for
estabishing such a trust.

In Heng Kiong, the Kadoons Fam and Botanic Garden
Corparation Ordinance (under which Kadoore Farm
was established) provides a ciear precedent for creating
@ legal entity for similar purposes 1o those of the Trust.

alone, wetlands become forests. This is not beneficial
for wetland-dependant species such as the endemic
Hong Kong Paradise Fish, or the dragonfies of Shalo
Tung that the Nature Consenvation Policy was intended
to protect. In short, wetlands require management,
and management requires money. Money that Hang
Kong’s environmental NGOs smply do nat have,

In the UK, the NT refuses to acoept new properties
uniess they also recelve the funding necessary for their
upkeep, A calculation - the Chodey Formula - s used
to datermine the appropriate sum. In the LI sources
of funding range from a tax on gravel exdraction, drectly
allocated Government budget, the National Lottery
Heritage Fund and raising funds from the public as
donations or bequests, all of which could be drawn on
to meat the terms of the endowment.

In Hong Kong several developers have expressed
interest in funding the trust, and private bodies have
asa g toa fully i

Trust.

F the currently ofers few

, the o operal
of numerous trusts woridwide also bears witness to
the patential for a successiul outcome,

2. Where would the money come from?

Thees is a widety held misconcaption that if you leave
nature alone it will take care of itsel. In the case of the
forests that have re-grown to cloak the hils of Hong
[Kong's country parks, "leave and let grow” has worked
fine, Unfortunately the same canno! be said for the
wellands that compeisa many of the twelve sites. Left

A

WMuﬂmehasGome?

mtmmnmhema@ This s somewhat
Trustrating, ghven the resources available. It has been
suggested that a percentage of the Capital Works
Rasarve Fund {which camies a float of about HK$30
billion, and disburses a similar annual budget) could
be allocated. This seems fitting, considering that this
Fund is generally usad to pay for the public infrastructure
that has caused such a huge negative impact on Hong
Kong's emdronment. It would also greatly improve the
overall sustainability of the Fund.

nsmwvaawmmmwmlhalmmmshammwm
Policy roge i from to protect Hong Kong's
natural heritage. This continues through a strong and growing consensus
among stakeholders that support the Conservation Trust concept. These
|ru.—.ludaihal-l.e<.ng\'\aa!<uk mmnmnmalNGCls devel.opers.l..egcosno

of the A for f our

However, the principal obstruction remains the fear of what it might cost
the Administration 1o support the Trust, and the fear of who would carry
the responsibility if the Trust wera to fail.
It i hoped that an & ing

and core principles of long such as the
National Trusts will serve to alleviate some of these fears, and pava the way
to securing Hong Kong's natural heritage through the creation of a
Conservation Trust for Hong Kong.

Note: this article first appeared in print in the March 2007 issue of Britatn in
Hong Kong, It was prepared by Mike Killwrn in his position as Public Policy
Analyst for Kadoorie Farm & Botanic Garden.

of the legal k
















Cuckoos | ...

The cantre-page photo spread is of somea of our “true”
cuckoos. Many are passage migrants Dut Some ramain
to bread here,

Cuckoos deposit their egas in the nests of other birds,
laanving the work of raising the young to the host speces.
It appears that cuckoos habitually parasitize the same
host spacies, for example

Plaintive Cuckoo parasitizes Common Taitorbird
Red-winged Crested Cuckoo parasitizes Greater-
neckiaced Laughingthrush

Indian Cuckoo parasitizes Black Drongo

Cuckoos feed entirsly on insects, with a praference for
caterpillars. With their loud, distinctive calls they are far
more often heard than seen. Herkdots (1954) noted that
the call of Indian Cuckoo (usually April and May) had
become part of Cantonese folklone, interprated as the
young wife's lamant "Ko poh da ngoh I* - "My mather-
in-law beats me I". He also noted that among expatls
the sams call was heard as *One more bottie I*

The cat of Large Hawk Cuckoo has been noted getting

earfier, as early as March 41h in Hong Kong in the fast
couple of years. (see HKBWS website hitp:/fwww.
hkbws.org.hk/phpBBE2/viewtopic.php?
ta1 7798 highlight=cuckoo)

A similar trand with the Common Cuckoo.in Europe has
been blamed on "Global Warming".

A

A

A

A

Species : Large Hawk Cuckoo Adult
Photographer © Pippen Ho

Location : Kam Tin

Date © 27742007

Equipment detail : DSLR Camera, 500mm 14 lens
+ 2x teleconverter, 1/100s, 18, 1SO 400, -0.67 ev

Spacies © Large Hawk Cuckoo Juveniile
Photographer - Kwok Jai

Location : On Po Chun

Date © 15/8/2006

Equigment detail : DSLR Camera, 400mm 5.6 lens.
1500s, IS0 320

Species © Indian Cuckoo {flying) Adult
Photographer © Swing

Location © Po Toi

Date | 25/4/2007

Equipment detail | DSLR Camera,

100-400mm f4.5-5.6 lens, 1/3200s, §/5.6, IS0 BOO

Species © Indian Cuckoo Juvenille

Photographer © Wallace

Location : Mai Po

Date : 2/9/2006

Equipment detail : DSLR Camera, 300mm f4 lens
+ 1.4x teleconverier, 1/60s, £7.1, IS0 400

Species © Plaintive Cuckoo Adult male
Photographer © Owen Chiang

Location © Po Tai

Date : TI4/2007

Equipment detail : DSLR Camera, 600mm lens,
1/500s, 5.6, 1SO 800




Ma‘l PO U'O':jﬂle _ Lm\;jc';yng nth 1
i.n.ni versary

and f was ing invaded by
unwarited plants.

Further information about the projact can be
found In previous issues of the Buliatin,

Update on the new

Boardwalk extension and
Floating Hide

Parmission for bullding the boardwalk

ean cbtained from the Hong Kong

1t and we have started ordaring

is for the work. If everything goes

wvir will start the workes this summer

tha new faciities finished by the

October, before the amival of the coming
waterbads,

Ty (uestions about thesa works,
then please don't hesitale to sk any of the
WWF stalf at Mal Po. You can contact us by
telephone (2 -6306) or. by e-mail
(young@wwi.ong hikl,




Letter from Mr. Frank Walker

m.:wm A ¥ s2. £
28 Nov 2008 @A""’i‘/ﬁﬂw

Mr, Cheung Ho Fal

The Chairman "{H
The Hong Kong Birdwatching Soclety Ltd SARS T Th oy oy Sind Wdehieg §
GPO Box 12460, Hong Kong
Dear 8ir,

1 was d to note the obser in Bulletin 200, Editorial by John Holmes, with

peference to the founding of the Hong Kong Birdwatching Society in 1857

It was {n fact a discussion between Mr. Arthur 8t George Walton and myself that brought
the Society into being, Arthur and I discussed the broad aims of the Scclety, a letter was drafted
and typed by Arthur's first wife, and the resultant letter was circulated by Arthur St G. Walton
on the island of Hong Kong, whilst I undertook to deliver the letter to known interested bird

in and the New Dicky Bird, Rev Jansen, Jeremy Sergeant. Toby
‘Woods, Roland de Monssaye are a few names that come to mind over the decades.
With a an 1 Ganeral Meeting was called in the British Couneil

Offices, and a committes was formed under the chairmanship of Arthur St George Walton, I
attended the meating, but could not participate further in the societies activities due to the
termination of my two and a half year tour of duty at Ping Shan and Mount Davis,

There were no funds or written constitution (Clive Viney wrote them much later) and the
Soclety thrived under A. St 0. Walton's leadership. The result of the labours of many ornithologlats
mdmwmmmrmwmmm\hwmmmmmnm
Ornithological World.

Please pass on my warm regards and congr L 8 mag Soclety.




Starting letter - Jun.1957

@ June, 1957
Daar £

ﬁnﬂmhnnrornmtm_a mmmmm
n;r.muﬂl'l of & competent mhMuwin tha Colony of
ng Kong.

R

+ gome of the runctions which such a society might be able
tg porform ar® tabulated belows=

{a) To facilitate and ancourage the study of the birds of Hong Kongs.

(5) To provide armation and assistance to all perscns aither
wisitors o Colony of residents, who are i,ntanlﬁod in birds.
(c) To assist in the enforcement of the 1aw relating to the.
otectlon of birds. ummmu llﬂ-wﬂ-‘w
gﬁﬂm Ordinance, Ne.3 of 195+ )

L (d) 'mremou'h and publish from time to time the field records
of all bird watehars in the Colony.

(a) To publish an up-to-date check 1ist of the pirds of Hong Kong.
(It 1s known that =any birds not deperibed in Dr_.M:I.ou's
"Rar ‘airds' have besn aeen by variocus pird watchels
in the last fow yoars. )
2o fom & small lending 1ibraxy et books on birds.

To axchange infornation amonk meambars and with ornithelegical
socisties in othar countries.

L you are antarested L0 the formaticsn of such & society
vould you piesse £l dn the A thed form and send 1% to epe of

+ ‘the fo ngs=

Mr. Bt.G.Walkon, .
5%535. Bavern foad, The Paek, Hong Kongs
Lawut. J.H.8er annt,
orficers’ 58, H.Qs Whth Br: i:d-.
Bok Eong. BeFePalede
Bargeant Walker, F.d-
‘Royal Alr Foros, Beok Kong.
B.?.!-'n.l.

Youps faltnfullyy

Wl e £
Asnsiventiny
)

gatih¥ Thi Hewy Fory Bind Wakiki=g Jerinty




Inaugural meeting minutes -pm Aug.1957

held in the British Council Reading Room
nesday, 7th August, 1957, to consider the
itholodical-Soctety.

——
The following were presanti=
= D, Ballard,
- Snm."

RN, (reta.)
8.

B, ‘ood han:
Capt. I.Young,
The Chairman informed thoss pressat tha
nal Circle had Sugiested thet the pro
ng- & ssction of the Biologie
After :’u: 1

Bocle be
Saparate Soclety.
discussed 1t was
chance

2, Two nases were sugzesteds-
()  The Hong Kong Ornithological Beotety.
{0} The Mong Kong Bird Watching Boclaty,
¢ ..:’-{1‘2,’ vars gé';:':"m’{.-o" af"la;.‘;m'-}'?'.. g:u‘;u:.l“ ira’ "

atehing Sociaty",

Qbiegts.

P

'3, It vas

that ths cbjects of the Bozie:
;’al.lm be ?. utmm eirculated g::m tha nuung,wu
WS-

(a) To facilitate and Sncourage the study of the birds of
Hong Kong.

L do information and assistance to all persons, either
:u tars to tha Colony or residents, who are l.nt-m!.d in

{e) To mscist in the snforcement of the low relating to the
m:mum of birds, (!ng Wild Bl.;dl and Wila Lnu-
#ctlon Ordinance, No.8 of 1954,

fd} To correlste and publish from time to time the fiald 3
records of ell bird wntchers in the Colony,

To pubilish an up-to-date check 118t of the birds or Herg Eong.
To form & small lending 1idrary of books on birds,

To mechange information 8=0ng nembers and with

oraiihol : 1 1 in other t




Aug.1957

Inaugural meeting minutes -7%

Tre following were olected ynanimouslyt=
Chalrnan = Mr. A.BE. G.Welton.
Becretaty - Lt.J. 8. Gargeant.
Treasurer = Bgt. B. Woodhams .
It snat these offichrs should co-opt tWo
ers to :m a conmitiee.

Conatdiuiien
Ge Tha q,uquon of & uomut\m.en for
dnculnd and the following poinks Adedi-
(a) That the Gdttn should consist of & Chairzan, Secretary,
Traasurer other membars.
{b) That tha anriel g-nml eting should be 14 in November
ﬁmu;.gdl t which the w-\iul for the fol.lellm year vould
a.

It was SUE suggested tha that r.nn auhnorlpt:.m should

Bone ocr n:nua regent were in favour of an sntrance fee
Lm it was -and tnn t!n ul tter should

dacided at th. ﬂ.ut mml wnl in Hovember.

Aagiatiasion
The Chairsan stated that the mu& nMi ‘u properly
oennﬂtutnd m\ul 1t had been regls tum vm- Regists:
the Bocieties' opdinanc

Souuun
o dose.

It was guggeatedi=
information bu.uuw ar p
montkhs.
s in the pnviaul m
following tWo mon Thay
hints on how o rec rti:ul-r birds
n betwean similer species of the same@

m {pportant part of the Boclety's anti.\ritu should be
10 nnnt the be in b n“lw. addition to
tullet ht be s\lld

walls were prranged

h whe vut‘hn was still
qtaries,
walks on

osher memb
the Bociety vas

bl’lol

:I'enr.

wrﬂrﬂﬂ.l




First annual general meeting minutes

slmdmrmcmcmxmmmuwﬁh_mw
ot 545 pim,

———
The Faliowing wore Froaenti-
Uy WBHG, Velton (2 i Tt, J.H, Sergest | )
BT e s
Ir. i, 2.0, ebh, BN, petd,
‘Bnt, B, Focdhers
Jupt. 10, Young

& . B ey
. Wobh ianizously elested Treasirer and offiele sechor
of tho Comtittens T sy ot i ST oot gy
Comsittes:-
Kiss %, Benhax | The Rew, 5.6, Junaen
0dr, 1.5, Hoghreys Oapt. 1., Yourg
e — At Sat, PLJ, Welker showld be elected
3 an Jmmﬂ‘, Lifa _'.e_borlzﬂ"?h‘dmv. 3 8
- Subecriptions
It ma @enlmuly tone ¢ -
perable anmwily on xmm... Zar the puocecding
uw.mnmw-mwssrwmmumuuu
Mno;\su-o

mmmwummuu-nmmaﬁGm
distribution to meciars, -

It s agresd that o Commitive meeting ghouly be bold on iednesdny,
Hth Deokuber at 5.30 puis, n the Chatrmnie Sefige .
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| November 06

Without doubt the highlight of the
month was the discovery of two
Lessar White-frontad Geesa at the
managed KCRC ponds at Lok Ma
Chau on 8" (YHK]. The two remained
in the Deep Bay area until at keast the
end of January, favouring Lok Ma
Chau and occasionally visiting Mai
Po. A Pallas’s Reed Bunting, the
second of the autumn, was present
at Lok Ma Chau on 7-£

The first week of November also
featured a fine sedes of sightings from
Po Tai in the form of a Brown Booby,
an Imperial Eagle, a Bull-headed
Shrika and a Brambing (GW). In what
turned out to ba an exceptional
autumn and winter for Bull-headed
Shrikes, further indhiduals wers found
in this month at Mal Po on 1927,
Mg Tung Chai on 22723 and Fung
Yusan {twei on 307 (A, GT, GHgj, and
thee wane further Bramibing sightings
at Mai Po on 14th and Po Toi agan
during 26720,

The Sulphur-breasted Warbier found
at Tal Po Kau a1 the end of October
continued 1o be reported, as were
the White-throated Fantall and up to
five Lesser Shortwings at Ng Tung
Chal (EMSK] and the Lesser Tree
Duck at Mai Po.

Elsewhere, an Oriental Scops Owl
was found at Cioudy Hil on 1% (GT)
and a flock of 33 Black-crowned
Night Herons turned up at Cheung
Chau, a very rara record from tha
istand (MOW).

Reports in mid-month included a
Daurian Jackdaw and Black-winged
Kite at Mai Po (BS, PA) and a Water

Rai, a Pallas's Grasshopper Warbiar
and a Rustic Bunting, all at Long
Valey,

On 207, a Ruddy Sparmw was found
at Ma Tso Lung and the neut day two
Eurasian Siskins wene present at Po
Toi, where the Orange-breasted
Pigecn continued 1o be intermitently
sighted (GW).

In the final week of the month, a male
Fujan Nitava was sighted at Ng Tung
Chai and a Spactacled Warbler,
tantatively identified as Plain-tailed,
was briefly seen at Tal Po Kau (MT).

December 08

This was a very good month, with a
first recond of the korsjewskd taxon of
Water Rail (3 potential spit). sightings
af a Smaw, a White-bellied Green
Pigaon and two woodpeckers, record
numbers of Tufted Ducks and Sy
Starlings, and an influx of thrushes

Thes koriewski Water Riall was found
on the edge of a resdbad at Mai Po
on 27 (JA) and then seen up to 87,
It's & poorly-known taxon in East
China with a small number of oid
reconds, La Touche, who callad it the
“Turkestan or Ral”, ksted records
frorm Shanghai, the Yangtse Valley
and the coast of Fujian. Photos of
the Mai Po bird have been posted on
the HKEWS web-site together with
a discussion of identification faatures
saparating it from ndicus, the much
commoner taxon of Water Raill in East
China,

The first week also brought raports
of the Lesser Tree Duck, a Eurasian
Sparrowhawk, a Ruddy Crake, a
Carrion Crow and the Daurian
Jackdaw at Mai Po, the two Lesser

‘White-fronted Geese at Lok Ma Chau,
a Paflas's Grasshopper Warbler at
Nam Sang Wai (EMSK), a Bull-
headed Shrike at High Island
Reservolr (CC), a Bay Woodpecker
a1 Tai Po Kau and two Rad-breasted
Mergansers in the East Lamma
Channel (GW). A visit 1o the Kowioon
Hills Catchwater on 3 turned up
eight Asian Stubtalls, three Mountain
Tailorbirds, @ Two-barred Greenish
Warbiar and no fewer than nine Gray-
headed Flycatchers [DAD).

In the second week of the maonth, up
to two Mountain Bulbuls were noted
at Ng Tung Chai and Tai Po Kau and
366 Black-faced Spoonbills weare
present at Mal Po, the highest ever
count. Yet another Bul-headed Shrike
was found on 10, this time in the
orchard at Tai Po Kau whaere |t
reerained throughout the month and
into Januany:

In the week leading up 1o Christmas,
the Spackled Piculet first found at Ng
Tung Chai back in September
reappeared, and a Japansesa Robin
and Siberian Thrush were also seen
there [EMSK). The monthly waterbird
count revealed a big increasa in Tufted
Duck numbers, with at least 3000
present in Deep Bay and a
Ferrugincus Duck was found at Mai
Po. During an influx of thrushes which
occured at this time, Grey-backed
and Japanese wene commaona than
usual, Paje was fairly widespraad in
small numbers, a few Eyebrowed
were reported and there were Dusky
Thrushes at Kam Tin and Sek Kang.

On days with a high tide in late
afterncon or early evening, marny
thousands of ducks and Avocets
cama on to the Mai Po marshes 1o
roost, altracting sagles and harriers
whiose relentless attacks put up huge




fiocks, providing a wonderiul
spectacle. One memorable picture
on the HKBWS website shows a
juvenile imperial Eagle pursuing one
of the two over-wintering Lesser
White-fronted Geese. Forunately, the
goose got away:

Birds found on 24" included a
Rufous-gargated Flycatcher at Po Tol
{GW) and a Smaw, only the sacond
for Hong Kong, at Mai Po (CHF). In
1he course of the day, the lafter moved
from the scrape to Pond 20, There
was no sign of it the next day, and
Imperial Eagles were suspected of
being involved in its sudden
disappearance.

In fate afternoon on 25, a total of
11,260 Siky Starfings flew past Pond
20 1GIC), echpsing the previous peak
count by a factor of three or four.
Tha month ended with the discovery
of a female White-belied Green
Pigeon at Airfield Road, Sek Kong
{FC) from where it was regularly
reported over the next ten days.
Though elusive at times, it kept
returning to the same grove 1o feed
in a shrub, identified as Bridelia
copios.

| January 07 N
Most of the key birds noted in the
previous month remained into this
month - the White-bellied Green
Pigean at Airfield Road, Sek Kong
{up 1o 7', the two Lesser White-
fronted Geese, the Lesser Tree Duck,
Ferrugnous Duck and Carrion Crow
at Lok Ma Chau and Mai Po, the
Speckled Piculet at Ng Tung Chai
and the Bay Woodpecker at Tal Po
Kau, Thrushes continued to be
commen and widespread, and large

fiocks of ducks and Avocets were
again swirling over the Mai Po
marshes whilst eagles and hariers
hurted.

These apart, highlights of the first
wek of the month were an Eastern
Water Rail (i.e. of the usual taxon
indicus) and a Ruddy Crake at Long
Valley from 1%, a Eurasian Siskin at
Alrfieid Road. Sek Kong and a Dusky
Thrush at Pak Sha O, both also on
1%, a Common Rosafinch at Ng Tung
Chai on 4™, a mystery flycatcher
photographed at Kadoarie FBG on
5™ and a Bull-headed Shrike at Hok
Tau on 7™, the seventh in an
unprecedented series since late
October.

A mystery thrush photographed at
Sal Kung on 9" [AH) created
considerable interast, but the bird
was eveniualy identified a5 a washed
out first-winter Pala Thrush (MAL).
On 10™, an Ancient Murresisl was 5een
mear Po Tol {GW).

Twao small passerines ware noted on
unusual dates - a Yellow-rumped
Fiycatcher at Mai Po during 107139
{KL) and 8 Radde's Warbler at Ng
Tung Chai on 13", whist a Hainan
Biue Flycatcher at Cheung Chau on
147 was a rara report from hat siand
MO,

Armongst reports in mid-month were
a Bakal Teal at Mai Po, five Falcated
Duck at Tsim Bal Tsui {peak court of
@ once faity numerous winter visitor),
a Himalayan Swiftlet at the Mal Po
access road (KJ), two Ruddy Crakes
at Long Valley, an Orange-headed
Thrush at Clearwater Bay {CW) and
a Temminck's Cormarant (only the
second HK record) at Po Tai (GW).
Alzo seen at Po Tol In mid-month
wers a Spotted Eagle, a Commen

Moorhen, the Green
Pigeon again and &8 Comman
Rossfinch (GW).

In addition to their respective
woodpeckers, Tal Po Kau and Ng
Tung Chai hosted a fine array of
‘woodand birds throughout the month
including White-bellied Rock Thrush
and Mrs Goukd's Sunbind at the fomer
{PENW, MAL) and Chestrud-crowned
Warbler, dull "Blyin's Leal Warbier-
type’, Suiphur-breasted Warbler, Two-
barred Greenigh Warbler, Rufous-
gorgeted Flycatcher and the over-
wintering White-throated Fantad at
the iatter (EMSK et 2,

In the second half of the manth, the
tr@a-lined drainage channel and
adjacent farmiand at Airfield Road
attracted a wice vanely of thrushes
including a Dusky and a Brown-
headed.

A pair of ful-winged and shy Mandarin
Ducks at Kam Tin from 20 (JA}
seemed likely o be wild until
photographs showed plastic rings
around the drake’s leg.

As the month drew to its end,
thrushes were stil unusually common
and widespread. A visit to Dong Ping
Chau on 28" produced a list of 33
Grey-backed, 10 Pale. seven
Japanesa, two White's, four Chinese
Blackbirds and 50 unidentified
thrushes (JA), and an Orange-headed
Thrush was present at Mul Wo on the
however, were found only in small
numibers.

On 307, another Ruddy Crake was
found, this time at Sha Po.



Shing Mun Country Park * % Ba Man +*
08:00 Tauwen Wan MTR Hang Seng Bank Wong Shui Chi *
Tal Mo Shan
08-00 Teuen Wan MTR Station Hang Seng Bank Lo .
Monthly Gathering - China & Oversea Bird Watching Trip Reports
Room 1101, Hong Kong Scout Centre, Scout Path, Austin Rd, Kowloon
HKE10 member HKSEO non-member
MNam Sun Wai %% Wong Lai Yes
08:00 Hang Heung Cake Shop Ghan ChiKeung | TR
Aberdeen Reservolr # % Wong Chiu Shu o
08:00 Cantral MTH Exit B Hang Seng Bank Ho Pak Sum
Tsim Bei Tsui * % Chen Chi Po F
08:00 Tin Shui Wai , Tin Chak Estate Shopping Centra g Yan Mar
1 Dec (Saf} Tai Sun Wal * % Law Sam M *_*
00 - 13:00 08:00 Hang Heung Cake Shop Tang Wing Shing
* ¥ Cregted Bulbul Club’s Activities
Further details or of outi will be in the HKBWS Website
(hittp: org.hk/active.nimi) and BBS ( hitp: hkbws.org.hk/cgi-bin/yabb/YaBB.pl).

Priority Is given to members of the Society. Tha '*'ramg comeys the degres of dificulty in each outing in terms of sesing
the birds, Members are of course more than weicome to attend any event. Please show your membership card when
joining the activities.
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Code of Conduct fer Birawtching and Bird Phetegraphy

H SEECEN EECEE EONEEONTEEEEET @
Thes o HKBWS I8 hy 2. Protect Sensitive Sites
03 conservation of birds in Hong Kong. '"W"““ 2% such a5 nests, saatind colonies and he 10081 of rarites
Society also faciltates the ge of
information related to birdwatching, Inrsoﬂmum
and mora pacple in Hong Kong become intarested in

Kmamm 10 Grvoid stressing the binds

Da not land on isiands with breeding colonies.

Do not disturb nests and tha surrcunding vegetation, or the
1o disturbance, special ciea is requined (0 avoed bringing st could be abandoned or become exposed to predators

poe

disturbance to their lives. hamwsm"; d. Share information abiout the sties with discretion and do Aot
good peactices i bidwatching hotograpty. roveal it casually in public. Explsn clearly to those who may
Exscutive Commitee has drawn up the folowing not undenstand the Code, to avoid bringing disturbance to the
code. 1t ia intended to be a referance and guide to bolh site
HKBWS marmibers and the general pubic. & Bewars that your actions may atiract umwanted aftention and
hence disturbance to the sie
1. The Weifare of Birds Comes First
and bird should i 3. Report
out with minimum interfienonca to the birds. Disturbance If you find peophe disturbing o causing harm to birds, adviss
st b avoided a3 far as possible. apainst the act when it is safe to do so. If they cannot be
2 Stop if the birds appear disturbed, bagn 10 move away. stopped, take photos and raport 1o the AFCD as soon as
or axhibit ather atrorrmal eaction f possible. Post a report at the Soclety’s onlina Forum.
b. Exercise additional precautions when the activity is
undertaken with 8 large group of pecpl 4. Respect Others

1]

LRHER R 10 3 e o1 b, 3. a Share the fun - avold disturbing other birdwatchors or

photographens on site.
. Take care not bo damage aciities or crops at tha site.

g
g
E







ERRE-SABSAAMRAR
SEATE FEEEHE N FBA ) AN AaR




	影像 (1)
	影像 (2)
	影像 (3)
	影像 (4)
	影像 (5)
	影像 (6)
	影像 (7)
	影像 (8)
	影像 (9)
	影像 (10)
	影像 (11)
	影像 (12)
	影像 (13)
	影像 (14)
	影像 (15)
	影像 (16)
	影像 (17)
	影像 (18)
	影像 (19)
	影像 (20)
	影像 (21)
	影像 (22)
	影像 (23)
	影像 (24)
	影像 (25)
	影像 (26)
	影像 (27)
	影像 (28)

