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A workshop on fulure development of HKBWS was ovgu;f&d on
July 21, About 60 members ofiended. Opinions and feedback from
this workshop are extremely useful. Affer this workshop, the execufive
committee has started working out fhe details of this plan, in particular
on wiays to implement this plen. 1 call for all of you to study this plan in
detail, and be one of the major forces behind the changes of HKBWS in

fhe next 5-10 years,

When | was preparing for plan for the next 5-10 years, | was ostonished
by the fact that HKBWS has become so diversified. There were so many
activilies that we hove not and can not do fan years ago. For the saciety
to develop continually, the effort of stoff members and volunteers is
cruciol, M comes clearly to me that raising the copacity of HKEWS
staffs and members will be very important in the next several
years. To that end, | would like fo see more fraining within the
society. For exomple, training in inter-personal skills, project
supenvision and occounfing procedures are very relevant

and will be immediately useful,



HKBWS Society News -«

Annual General Meeting Logo for the 50th Anniversary
51 mambers attended the Annual Ganeral Meating of the Society Wewouid e to thank Ms SIU Ka Bo for designing
on 19 Saptember 07 at the Hong Kong Observatory. The Chairman the logo for the 50th Anniversary.

1 the work and adt of tha Society in 2006/07
The report is posied at the Society's Forum (hitp:/fenenw. tikbws.
org hiphpBB2 vewtopic. phpp=6841#6841), iﬂ % ’L ﬁ
Board members CY Lam, Mike Kiibum, Ada Chow and Ronley Lea AMEVMA{B(
stepped down and wana re-elected at the meeting. Comments and
suggestions on future development were raised by members in the wmj
subsequent discussion session, SANAS Tt Rouy Eong Binfialc

Special Offer for HKBWS members

W have the ganaercus offer from Schmédt Marketing (H.K.] Lid again to cur member for buying 3 models of binoculars
at a particularly lower price. This special offer wil be extanded 1o 30 November 2007, Please visit our website for maone
datals. You can usa the provious order fonm for placing order. Special offer is as follows:

Description List Price (HK$)  Nomal Offer (HKS) ECIAL OFFER ({HKS)

HKE
HKS3,089 Up to 35% OFF

62147 | MINOX BL Bx42 BR 4,200
62148 | MINOX BL 10x42 BR 4,720
62149 | MINOX BL 8x32 BA 3,730

Against the use of "Land on Tern Island" Logos

Racently logos that suggested landing on tern islands appearad on soma tern photographs on the web. (A perverse
response 1o the sociaty's "No landing on Tern istands® campagn and logo - Ed)) From relevant discussions on-ing, these
Iogos apparently promode landing on temn bresding colanies for photog The issue was at the last HKBWS
Executive Committes meeting. The Committes objects to the use of such logos as they give a message that is clearty
aganst the objectives of the Society, The Soclety will not work with anyone who uses or suppornts the use of these logos
uniess the stuation Is improved 1o the satisfaction of the Committas.

New member of staff
In crder to strengthen our work on bird survey and website updating, especially In the project *Bird index”, we have recruled
Mr George W C Ho as the "Bird Surveyor® since mid-October.

inable M: Scheme in Long Valley* (2005-2007)

Vicky Yeung

gement and prepare for
on, Pa 6 planted
seeds in early July and
roups of muntas, Basides,
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1. Early Morning Bird Watchers at Kowloon Park & HK Park

Mo. of participants in Hong Kong Park from May to August 2007 228
Na. of participants in Kowioon Park from Apr to August 2007: 446

2. Bird watching interpretation in Hong Kong Wetland Park

A total of 134 person-times participation in this senvce from May ta June and September 2007.

w

Bird watching services and activities 21/7, 22/7, 28/7, 20/7

Members have kept up the task of promoting the consenvation of terns in Tap Mun, including delivesing leaflsts,
displaying exhibition boards and explanations to visitors. Marny thanks to all invohved volunteers |

Tern Research Group - by Alan Chan

The group continued the survey on breeding fems in Hong Kang.
In acdition to reguar visits 1o Mes Bay, wo other major colonies
a1 Sal Kung and near Po Tot were also monitored. The fast site
s @ new colony and is the most successful one in this 5aason,
with sightings of chicks of all three breeding species.

The Black-napad colomy &t Mirs Bay recovenad siightly from the
zero count iast year. However the number of Bridied Terns at
the traditional colony continued ta deciling, from the average of
over 350 birds in 2003 to 100 this year.

A *No landing on Tern Islands® campaign was launched earky
in the breeding season to remind the public, especially
photographers, not 1o disturb tarm colonies. A public lecture on
breeding terms was given at the Hong Kong Watland Park in
July, A public exhibition on tems manned by members of the
Crested Bulbul Club was held on 4 Saturdays / Sundays at Tap
Mun. Owr heartiest thanks to CBC mambers for their contribution,

Kite Research Group
The monthly counts results an as follows:

Stonecutters  Magazine
Istane Gap
June 70 a4
Juby 63
August 153 139
September 62 76

We would ke to @xpress our heartfelt thanks o
Karin Chin for the effort and contribution in the
past years, Vicky Yeung has accepted the
responsibility of Cormvencr of the Resaarch Group.
Kain Chin i3 still one of the rmambsens of the Kite
Research Group and continues the monthly courts.
Furthermaore, Karin gave birth to a baby boy in
early October. The Resaarch Group is very excited
and welcomes this potential group member,
Gongratulations to Karin and her family.
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Trend_ Government:
» Bird-watching becomes a *Some officers
trand s0 more people misunderstand the

A ool ;

‘Work: consenvation
= Hold more actiities at Competitors:
school o attract theyoung | » Competa with other
peopie green groups (they
= Strengthen the China aiso hold bed walching
Programme; can try to activities)
cooperate with bird * Watching widie &
watching sociaties or maore atiractive than
NGOs in China watching birds
= Increase mone bind = The Government
watching activities in China publishes mone books
* Po Toi observatory 1o talk about wildlife
» Based on the success of Development and
the Long Valey project, environment
HKEWS can fry lo manage protection:

A other sites fe.g. Luk Keng) = Urban development,
*Acreative Chaimman | | ack of active volunteers * Attract the public via esp. N N.T. and Lantau
Nature: » Exgcuth i and the Island, afects habaas

ara 100 busy website of birds and decreases
«Good relationship * Mambers are not uried * Publish bird reponts and the number of places
Wwith the Govemment encugh reguiar publications for bird watching
» Get the tnst and * Lack of ieadership Manpower: »Life of birds = Lifa of
respect from BirdLife * Nat enough inthe Irrvit 4 L] HEEWS
International office. Stafls are too busy. provide advices, .9, Participation of the
= The maost cost- Voluntesrs can't support long- marketing agents or public:
efiective green group term projects ‘Counsslors *Bird flu makes pecple
in Hong Kang » Offica is foo small #Can try to attract those scared of birds
*Halp in the » Lack of facifities (Library and young retred people to = Hong Kong peophe
of bird become volunieers have busy Ives
watching sodietiesn | promation: *Tha iarge group of * Phato-1aking activities
China and have a ot snough public promation members can help in actversaly affect birds
good retationship *Need 1o be generalize colacting bird clsls Internal operation:
with them Othars: Public image: o The annual pubkcation
S Slerl viishing oo fund-raising «The high appesrance of Hong Kong Bird
acthilies a8 POPUAN | i yiie income fraguency in the Fleports lacks
*Good public image «Not enough & about can help to punctuality
Others_ birds in Chinay promote HKEWS *Staff's futurs is unclear,
*Enaugh monay, a «Fixed scope imits the External factors: they may nat stay in
healthy financial development of other aspects |+ The Gavernment and HKBWS for long-term
balance *No future development some B A woud e | #With more members,
direction/ unclear 1o & ion becomas

in environmantal
consanvation

more cifficult

(88)



About human disturbance to birds:
o 8 Specia




n and Targets of HKBWS - HF Cheung, Charman

1. Continue building up HKBWS 5. support from staff members
» Al present we have about 1000 members. At 7% = Al present we have 4 ful-time staff members
Increasa annually, we can expect to have 2000 members * Wa need a bigger office and foresee that staff numbers wil

in 10 years time rise 10 B-8 in the naxt few yoars
* W should continue to have a broad membership base = Wa nead a policy to retain our staff permanently, by having
* Training workshops for present and future Executive a long salary ladder and chance of promaotion
Committee members. » Wa need suitable training for our staff from time to time
* It may be useful to have an advisory board Member
o aoncimies * Strengthen the capacity of the HKEWS office, such as set
* Increase welfane offers 1o our members, by exercising “up the post of a drecior or CEO.
group bargaining powes
‘Member's comment: 6. Remain actively involved in the promotion of bird
« Some said that we need to address the behaviour that watching, bird surveying and conservation work in
s unfavourable 1o bird's survival Mainland China
* How 1o aitract more active members in our volumieer « Wark with the China Ormithological Society to pubilish the
work? China bird st annually. Help publish the China Bird Report

» Participate in the Fedsration of Chira Bird Watching Socisties

2. Continue being the autharity on HK birds 10 heip to buld bird watching societies in Ch

* Improve the bird recording system, e.g. web-based * Promote widife watching and education in China
= Update the Hong Kong bird st annually » Support and assist the organizing of bind surveys, such as
* General systematic surveys such as the HIK Breeding the coastal waterbind survey in Maintand China

Bird Survey, HK Winter Atias and HK Bird Index » .
Member's comment: -maawmmmwwmmw
» How fo guarantss the publication of the "Hong Kong tinve 1o be good

Bird Report® on time? How 1o tackde the Bird Repon -mwmmmmmmmmhm
from 2003-05 which are failed to come out on time will be up 1o standard for a long time, HKBWS needs 10

seriously? ’ efforts o aspacts of bird watching
* Set up a "Survey end Research C to push iz F it
Up the research work. .
7. Cooperate more with Birdlife International, establish
3. Actively involve in habitat management Hong Kong as one of the leading birding centers in
* W have been working on the Long Valley project for Asia
1.5 yoars * Ag the Taiwan relationship with Birdife int'l may be resohed
» We ke to expand our work also to ofher areas soon, Hong Kong should decide 1o become a "Partner™ of
* We need to buid up our knowledge on habitat Bircilife Intermnational
management, for futurs use in HK and China * Hong Kong can take a more active role in Asia
Member's comment: Member's comment:
. mmumwhmuwm » it is possibie that HKEWS can play an impartant role in Asia
for HKEWS division of BirdLife Intarnational if we become a Partner of
= 1o BirdLife Intamational {right now we are an Affiated Member)
4, g vibclif Schoois = {f HKBWS can co-ordinate the collection of more bird

= At present we have not invested much on secondary imormation of China through surveys and research, we can
school wildiife education, | would like to see a widkda perform a more useful role in the Asia region.
society jointly organized by HK secondary schools.

Member's comment: 8. Fundraising
= Some mambers think it is better for HKBWS tofocus. ~ Member's comment:
on bird watching alane in school education, = This paint is raised during the meeting. Some feel that it
is worthwhile and not difficult.

(a7}



The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society

honorary Members ...

Mr Clive Briffett
Ciive Baiftetl was Honorary
Saecratary of HKBWS n the
sarhy ninetoen-seventies. He
wiaa very actve and helpad
yransform the Scciaty from &
srmall nucleus of expalrates
irto & more responsible body
with a commiiment to the
community. Amaong othar
hings, b promoted the
Society's peno'na‘.ion in the
AFTYs Agriculursl Show 8t Sek
Kong in 1972 and the
production of
maﬂsacammm\gm
Birdts foe use in schocls.

© Lt Col A M Macfariane

Lt Col A M Mactariana was awv
© LEWS and wes
P Kong Bird Reporis. In 1960, wih
r  An Annctated CnwcheList of the

¢ by the Souh Ghina Moming Pest
rdls. In 1966 he co-authored 1ha second ediion

g checkist of bi

tor the production of the first Hong

trececee

Sir John Chapple
Sir John Chappie
wag and still
:’;hm. Dirchatche. Dl.lm'\gs1l Tﬁ: \l:;
s :;ﬂ:ﬁmx} military canser ha held
o of Commander British Forces
w;u-ng Kong. One of his duties as CBF
the construction of
resiricted area fence. Dus to m
mDasw\a_IE Intarest in what was going
at Mai Po he madse sire during the
canstruction of the fenca that the siuice
Gates to the gei-wal wee maint@ned, In
:;:r::a'r e ensured the fture inregr.uy
2 ‘MW.Hawawnmnm
o Governor, Sir Edward Youde,
: ther enthusiastic bidwatcher, and n
hat capacity ensured that thare was

teecerne

Mr F O P Hechtel

Frad Hechtel was Chairman of
HKBWS from 1870 to 1975 and
eversaw and helpod put into practios
s reforms proposad by Clive Brffett.
Ered worked tirelessly with Mike
Webster to try and securs a viable
future for Mai Pio at & time when the
\iews of developers held sway in the
highest leveis of the administration.
1t was thanks 1o Fred's
oulspokenness thal the public
became awara of the value of Mal

Po and that wass long before the word
*amvironmant” became tashionable.

the very highest lovel

ary active founder member of

A D Macdonald he co-authond
Rirds of Hong Kong published
- this was Hong Kong's first

- Ofthe Chick-List, this tme publishad by thi: Socty.

2 Mr Francis J Walker

Franik Walker was nstrumental in 1he formafion of the
HKEWS and fifty years on st takes a greal intesest in
®  the Socwty's acihvities and development. Duting his
uoa!mloHchmwﬂmﬂmeFomein\he e

"

3
P
e

7o the mid ninetoan-
Watsster's name was
®  NHoogKong, Ho was
o 1982 Mike was
Kong

David Robert

of tha HKEW

Sidies untl nineslagn-
ninety, Mike
SYNONYMouS with bir .

an outspoken critic of the

late ninglean-fiftes he conducted much o

's lack of Hong

Siaidwork without the benalit of amything ragamiphng a
P modarn field guide, His lists and cbsenations prosided
e fhe foundation for the checklsts that followed.

Ld
and today we ha
it Ve much to thank
: mc(nmumcalur and gave ro;::uﬁrscTE ook
i D’llng. | Putitshed many anicies and Do-:::'.as i
Kong's first modern n:ln'\n:u:!-!'ic.rfgiucleh:)l:;zac|
g 5.
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EARLY DAYS

i

My posting 10 Hong Kong in 1955 we my it el
. | bad o fair smonst of experience
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wha tarned up wt the inwsgensd

we got dows 1o business, with Mr. Walion ia the
chale. 1 “Hoog Koeg Ornithological So-
ey as th title for the propossd society, but aiter further
dencansion we seitled fof the “Hiang Kong Bisd Watching Socsety™
andd then we wers in busimess.

No inctividual can reslly claies eredia for the formation of
the Sackery. It was an of idows, meny o which
hud been simmering in the minds of bird waichers of Hoog
Tong for years. The fimal resalt was the joimt hand work sad co-
eperstion of mamy people. In my time, 1955 o 1957, many sames

Fislane d ls Messaare.

come

the members whe fellowed bave shown the Horg Kong Bisd
Watehing Soctety 50 be & weriow, hard-working ornil
onpnistion that can claim pariy with masy ssch societies
versess.

©On ehis tenth anniversary may | thask iriends and membess.
of the Sociery for their anstinting help and guidsace durizg =y
shoet wisim o the Colony and express my bom wishes for che
fumare.

THE Hong HONG
BIRD DEP(’)DTI!}B?
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Early Birdwatching in Hong Keng

| migst have started birdwalching in HK in about the
1960's (i.e. some 10 years after the formation of the
HKBWS} and finished in 1983 when | ratired from HK.

— Brian Wil

In those days, members from HK on outings to the NT
had to catch an early moming vehicular ferry. There were
no crossharbour tunnels till the 1970's, nor were there
criss -crossing the NT. So it took

As a complete beginner in these days, | fi
enormously from the friendly and patient guidance of
Fred Hectitel (chairman} and Mike Webster, both of
wham sported the iniials MEOU (Member of the Britsh
Ornithological Undan) afier their names, indicating that
in the UK they had passad the field examination in the
identification of British birds. This qualification seems
1o have now ceased. As all my records were handed
over soma time ago to Ruy Bametto, I'm relying on
memory of events that took place some 20 or more years
ago.

The HKBWS was apparently founded by an RAF man
who had served in Signals in the NT where he was well
placed for birdwatching. But he had left HK before |
joined the group, However, we met some years later at
a meeting in Perth of the West Australian Group of Birds
Australia where he toid me of the Seciety’s formation,
When | joined the HKBWS there were about 20 members,
all of them expatriates and most fairly active. Ten or
maore regulars would appear at outings, which were
almost all in the NT: Tai Po Kau forestry reserve, Mai Po
marshes, Lau Fau Shan, San Tin, Shek Kong woods,
Lam Tsuen valley, and other localities. There might
sometimes be overseas visitors or potential members
wanting to discover whether birdwatching was the sort
of hobby they could enjoy. By and lange, outings consisted
of & hardcore of stalwarts spending half or whole days
birdwatching , either driving their own vehicle or sharing.
There were also eccasional meetings with a speaker.
Once Sir Peter Scoft (visting HIK) spoke about his wildlife
refuge at Slimbridge in England.

'We were a mixed bunch of men and women from different
backgrounds: business, Governmaent, military,
professional. At one period, Lt Ganeral Sit John Chapple
(Commander, British Forces, HK) used to join us on
outings. There were even several enthusiastic and

acc ing a parent in the

field.

longer to reach birding spots than it probably does now
On the other hand, traffic was not so heavy, particuarly
in the early mornings, nor were there so many hikers
and picnickers spread across the countryside, causing
disturbance. Villages had not been depopulated, meaning
that there were always plenty of fierce village dogs that
had o be avoided. For the most part, we want round
villages rather than throwgh them. Villagers tended at
first to be puzzled and suspicious by the sight of a bunch
of expatriates standing at the edge of a paddy fisld staring
into the distance. But, when similar bunches kept
appearing in some localities, wilagers bagan to drop thair
suspicions. This was helped by explanations from those
of us who spoke Canfonese. Even so, | can remember
an occasion when a leftwing villager near the border
mistook binoculars for a camera and flung stones and
clods of mud to deter me, until | painted out his error,
{For some reasan, leftwing sympathisers in thosa days
declined to be photographed). On another occasion,
when | was peering at a hird in a Fung Shui wood beside
Shek Kong village, a village woman wanted to know what
| 'was doing. Whan | explained that | was berdwatching.
she said " But you haven't gt a gun or a cameral’

It used to be a commaon saying then that wilagers had
only two interests in birds: either 1o eal them or 1o put
them in a cage. Happily this view is now fading.

Binoculars were comparatively asy to obtain in HE,
although they may not have been as sophisicated as
they tend to be now. Certainly they were not gas-filled
and waterpreol; you had to be careful to keep them dry
in wat weathes and to prevent condensation under the
lenses. Most birdwatching took place in the winter when
the weather was kinder and also when far more species
of birds were bo be seen on spring and autumn migration
There were few outings in summer when the most
numerous migrants were Yellow Bitterns, But it was
hardly worth braving the summer heat and humidity to
s therm, By contrast, winter brought warblers, buntings,
flycatchers, waders, waterbirds, raptors, and others,




Early birdbooks for identification were not always helpful,
We tended at first to rely on * HK Birds * by GAC.
Herklots, a fine naturalist . My copy (2nd edition] is
dated January 1967, with much detall about each species
but e drawings and a few coloured illustrabions. It was
necessary o accompany experts to kearn identification
and birdcalls in the field. In 1976 Mike Webster produced
° A New Guide to the Birds of HK * with black and white:
illustrations by Karen Phillipps. It was superseded in
the following year 1977 by ° New Colour Guide to HK
Birds * by Clive Vinay with colour illustrations, again by
Karen Phillipps. Incidentally, her brother Hugo Phillipps
was the publicity officer for the Royal Australasian
Omithologists Union (now Birds Australia) when | was
a member of the BA Council in the 1980's. Clive’s book
appears now to be the definitive HK field gusde.

Clive was a leading light of the HKBWS for many years,
with a wealth of omnithological knowledge. Walking to my
office along Lower Albert Road in HK, | was defighted
1o see a Peregrine Falcon fiying towards me. It alighted
on a windowsill of the PWD bullding in Garden Road,
peered in through a window, realised that it was nat the
Buildings Ordinance Office where Clive worked, and flew
on round the building.

Sa much of birdwalching seems fo be a matter of luck;
of being in the right place at the right time.
From 1949 - 51, | was District Officer, Tai Po, working
in Iskand House and surrounded by pine trees at the top
of the hill. Throughout the summer, the liquid calls of
Black-naped Orioles floated in through the open windows
{no airconddtioning in those days). In 1953 - 55, | was
D.0. Yuen Long. This time it was the sound of Black-
collared Starlings coming through the windows. In the
wicinity of Wu Kau Tang, on two occasions, my wife and
| saw a Brown Crake creeping in and out of vegetation.
But this remate locality became a favourite camping
area at weekends, meaning that there was too much
disturbance later on. Looking through the woods near
S5t. Stephen's schoal, Stanley, my daughter and | came
across @ Brown Hawk Owl, a diurnal owl with bright
yellow eyes and very shy. This was only the second
sighting in HK.

MNewspapers reported that villagers near So Kwu Wan,
Lamma Island, were refuctant fo wse a particular hillside
path after dark for fear of attacks by a huge owl that
made loud hooting noises. | went there with the late
Alan Bristow, a keen birder, and hung about till dark
when an Eagle Owl was clearly outlined on the fop of a
rock, hooting loudly. Walking on Lantau istand, | disturbed
a nightjar from the ground and followed it up - probably
a Savanna Nightjar, On another occasion, near Lau Fau
Shan, | saw a nightjar sitting lengthwise (not across) a
branch of a pine tres.

A Chingse doctor who liked shooting on the Mai Po
marshes used 1o call on me in my office in Yuen Long,
leaving me with a couple of dead snipe. (This was long
before the days of the ICAC and injunclions against
recaiving gifts). Full of shot that did one's teeth no good,
these snipe resobved me never to eat shot birds in future,
Genesally there was no conflict in those days between
hunters and birdwatchers. There were so few hunters
and they caused so little disturbance that no serious
issue arose. In any event, the Mail Po marshes were
s00n dectared a Closed Area with a massive border fence
to keep out dlegal immigrants. {Barder Securily Fence
was completed in 1981-Ed.) The legal ban on shoating
wikllife heiped things. But birdwatching outings to the
marshes required the issue of a permid an each occasion.
Before this happened, Pheasant-tailed Jacanas and
Watercock were often seen on the marshes. In later
years, | recall seeing Oriental White Stork, spoonbills,
Asian Dowitchers | and munias. Red Avadavat and a
small flock of Baye Weavers were probably escapes.
Flocks of Blackbirds appeared In winter from time to
time. | once attended a commemorative service at the
Commonwealth War Graves cemetery in 5ai Wan Bay
where a migrating flock of Blackbirds arrived during the
two minutes’ silence, giving the impression of the spirits
of the dead,

At one stage, there was an imuption of Yellow-bellied Tits,
seen quite often. Once | misjudged my timing and, driving
from the Peak via the vehicular ferry, arrived at the Tal
P Kau forestry reserve whilst it was still dark. This wes
awkward as an unfamiliar bwittering in soms trees intrigued
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me and | had to wait some time in chilly weather
before it was fght enough to identify Biack Bulbuls,
some with white heads. In a grove of Rhodoleia
championi in the reserve, you could be be fairly
sure of seeing a few Tristram's Bunting foraging
on the ground. Feeding higher up on the rose-
cotoured flowers of the Rhodoleia would be
Japanese White-eyes with red heads, caused by
contact with polien on the fiowers. Elsewhere in
the reserve, Scarlet Minivets might be seen,
sometimes a Grey-throated Minivet.

In those days there were a faw streams in the NT
whire a Plumibeous Water Redstart might be sean
At Bride's Poal in the NT, a mate White-capped
Water Redstart turned up for 2 fortnight before
i realised that it was in the wrong country, | saw
Grey Bushchat a few times in winter. In the
marshy area neas Lo Wu raibway station, Morthem
Lapwing were to be seen, but | can't remember
whether there were aiso Grey-headed ones. In
this same valley were the Black Vulture, once low
over my head. White-bellied Sea Eagles could
often be sean over the walers on either side of
the NT.

In Deep Bay, a number of times birds far out in
the water were identified to me (by those batter
qualified) as Great Morthern Divers. But this
species 15 not listed in Clive Viney's book. On
several other occasions in Deep Bay, there ware
flocks of Dalmatian Pelicans,

The establishment of nature reserves and country
parks has been a step in the rght direction as far
#s preservation of habitat and birdwatching are
concerned. Even so, the continuing spread of
deveiopment has caused disturbance and makes
it even moee important to hang on o whal remans,
Making the pubfic and the younger generation
aware of nature and birds is a welcome leature,
in particular by the HKBWS and the WWF,

Brian Wilson

- by Clive Viney, ex-chairman, HKEWS

In Hong Kong, Brian Wilson was a senior and much
respected civil servant, | remember him mostly as a
dedicated and articulate Director of LUrban Senvces. In
particular, | recall that he gave a serles of wilty early
mlrummmmmmwmm
of the Urban Service ¥ from rat-
catching, running the Zoclagical
and Botanical Gardens. In many ways in those distant
days, he was the closest person Heng Kong had to a
mayor.

Brian 5.2 keen birdwatcher and when | knew him he
MMWMIWMMHM
s Brian is an observer first and is as interested in what
birds do as what they are calied. The Peak was then-a.
garden suburb amid verdant mountain vegetation and
hmmmnu@mmm
and bout the Biue Magpies he daily fed
and the crepuscular habits of Blus Whisting Thrushes.
These were among the first arlicles published in the
HKBWS Bulletin, It is aiso little known that Brian was
the first persan to identify Plain Flowerpechers in Hong

he-could not comvince anybody that such drab birds.
were 3 new Hong Kong species,

Early one Mount

10 say that he had found an unusual heron with a broken
bill in his garden. For me a5 & non-ringer, birds in the
hand are often a problem but nevertheless | confidently
identified the heron as an immature Schrenk's Bittarn.
Brian took the still alive bird to the Honorary Curator of
the ZBG, Dr Ken Searle who re-identified the bird as a
Yellow Bittern. Unfortunately because of its broken b,
the heron could not be saved and was dispatched and
putin a freezer. Months later our erstwhile chairman
Fred Hechtel confider bird 25 a Cinnamon
ammdmwmuhlumm
was very much Brian's patch but as his aicle informs
e travelied much more widely to enjoy birds.




When | closed the frant doar of my
Mount Nichalson home for the fast
time in 1996, the copious notes mads
on the birds of Hong Kong had
already gone to my new hama in
Porugal. | thought optimistically that
one day | would have time fo sor
them out and write my memars. With
them was 2 box file of Bulletins that
somehow managed 1o survive the
sifting process that must precede
such a move. Ten years later my
friend C emailed and asked if | could
write a short history.of the Bulletin
for the Society's filtieth anniversary.
| accepted the challenge but said
that necessarity | would concesilrale
on my years in Hong Kong and the
English version of the Bulletin, | blew
off the dust and began o reread a

boakshelf but hardly a field guide. |
had a notion that a birdwatching
sociely existed but only once saw
birdwatchers. | was at the entrance
to the Three Walks, as we used to
call the Tai Po Kau woodiand, armed
with & buttesfly net. A group of matuss
Europeans dressed in tweeds and
anoraks were peering into a treefop
with binoculars. | enquired & to what
they were watching and received only
a mumbled response. My daughter
Claire was also curous but by now
the group ignored us, 5o wa left them
to it and trudged up the road to seek
butterflies.

In 1970 a young recru, Clive Briffett,
was assigned to me for training, A
budding birdwatcher, he always had
handy on our sile visits to

lation of
information. What | uneanhed was
nat dry but & history of the Society
during Its middle years. Sometimes
serious, sometimes flippant but
always mesmerizing. It was like
suddenly meating an old flame and
remambering the good times and, of
course, the bad times. In those days
birdwatchers were a close-knit
community and although we came
from different walks of life we had a
COmMCn passion - birds

I arrived in Hong Kong during the
troutded year of 1967 and spent the
next three and a half years in the
rural surroundings of the Clear Water
Bay Peninsula. | was preoccupied
with making a rnark in a new job and
enjoying my young Family.
Birdwatching at best was casual and
ancillary 1o exploring the countryside.
There was only one bird book,
Geoffrey Herklots' Hang Kong Birds
published by the South China
Morring Post. Delightfully anecdotal
and still has pride of place on my

the New Territories and before long
such inspections stretched to a bit
of birding. | was hooked. When in
tate 1971 1 returned from six manths
leave Briffett had not only joined the
Hong Kong Bird Walching Sociely
but was the secretary. He presented
me with a form and the next Bulletin
announced my membership,

Early days
The first Bulletin no doubt announced
the formation of the Saciety on 75
August 1957, Al thal we are sure of
is that Bulletin No, 3 is dated April
1958. Here saveral thousand miles
away and almost 50 years after the
birth of the Society, | have no record
of what was contained in the first 61
Bulleting, but am sure that | know
that birdwatching societies were an
offshoot of colonia! life. Birdwatching
was an acceptable gentlemanly
hebby as it implied healthy outdoor
breaks away from the temptations of
idianass, Membiers were drawn from

the upper echelons of the chil senvice,
pofice officers, the military (rank was
always Included in membership lsts),
the medical, university and teaching
fraternities and occasionally the
business sector. Mos? businessmen
and private professionals professed
1o be oo busy for such an ethereal
pursuit. Little attempt was made to
recruit locals and the lingua franca
was English.

Bulletin No. 62 issued on 149 July
1971 is a poorly produced roneotd
documant containing society news
and announcements, a list of officers,
mambership changes, additions to
the library, forthcoming cutings and
a nabe from the Honorary Recorder
of interesting hirds recorded duning
the past six months. | have no doubt
that this followed an established
format. The notes on the birds and
submitted record cards were
consolidated earty in the New Year
and the more polished Hong Kong
Bird Report published soon
afterwards, Thess annual reports
included a meaty systematic list and
a confection of notes and articles
ranging from identification criteria,
overseas irip repors, reminiscences
from members now returned home
and even the Chairman's poems.
Reparts also contained photographs
and advertisements that helped
defray costs.

New bleed

With the introduction of Briffett the
Society began to take on a
contemporary and maore ambitious
Iook. Young people, me included,
were co-opted onto the committee
and through the enlightened
chairmanship of Fred Hechted their
energies were hamessed,
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in 1972, the Society participated in
AFD's Agricultural Show in Shek Kong,
with, fior the first tirme, transiation of
birdwatching information into
Chinese. Colourful bird charts
depicting common birds were
produced in English and Chinese and
distributed to schools. This was a
paositive shift in direction; the Society
wars becoming involved with education
and moving beyond the tight
expatriate community. Bulletins
announced and refiected these policy
moves but retained their shabby
format,

Although Petersan provided tick lists
in hiss ploneering field guides, lie lists,
trip lists, year lists and aven day lists
were 8 new concept. The word
“twitching” was yel 1o be coined,
Briffett loved games and in Bulletin
No. 65 (March 1572) he threw out
a challenge. Herklats had written in
Th Hong Kong Countrysids that on
145 April 1941 he recorded 69
species in the Ping Shan district and
riow we were toid that Mike Webster,
Robin Weeks and Tim Garland had
beaken this record with a day total of
BO, Briffett asked whether this new
record could be broken and
birdwaichers prepared Io break sweal.

No doubt to encourage would be
record breakers, a checklist in booklet
form prepared by Webster was given
away free with Bulletin No. 67
{November 1972}, In this Bulletin
disturbing environmental news about
Mai Po was imparted to members
and for the first time government
palicy was challenged by the Society,
albait meekly.

I an effiort to get a worthwhile project
off the ground, | spent countiess hours.
preparing @ beeeding bird survey of
Hong Kong. Members ware given
details and In Bulletin No. 68

(December 1972) invited to
participate. This comprehensive
scheme came too soon and
misjudged the number of willing
workers that a small membership
could produce and was deomed 1o
failure. Another innovation was indoor
meetings, but these met with similar
apathy. Membership reached a low
ebb in 1573 and stood at & mere 80
with 27 of these living abroad. Out of
27 people present at the 1973 AGM
only one borea Chinese name.

Bulletins were the vehicle for
recording what was said at AGMs. Al
the AGM ca 8 April 1975, Hechtel
and Webster woke everyone up with
a vitrlolic condemnsllon of the

Thrushes and their crepuscular
habits.

A birding information revolution
occurred in 1976 with the publication
of Ben King's Fekr Guidks t0 the Birds
of South East Asia and Mike
Webster's A New Guide fo the Birds
af Hong Kong. Suddenly everyone
wanted 1o write books and articles.

Early in 1976 | toak over edsorship
of the Bulletin and the Annual Report
and made a concerted effort to
improve contents, | wrote that |
wantied the Bulletin 1o be & document
{0 preserve rather than a list of dates
and agendas. | had just returned from
China with the Hong Kang Instiute

I and isd had

Fairview Park whach
threatened 1o gobible up what was feft
of Mai Po. Hechiel resigned and
Websier ook up the reins, The Society
that was ance the refuge of senlor
civil servants challenged the
establishment and even hinted a1
corruption in the highest cormidors of
et

Articles

Bulletin No. 78 (November 1975)
contained the first article written by
a non-committee: member, Brian
Wilson was the Director of Urban
Services and was the closes? person
to a mayor that Hong Keng had in
those distant days. He gave a wilty
series of talks on early moming radio
on the mos! unkkely of sutyects, such
as abattoirs and rat catching, As a
high-ranking civil servant he Fved on
Victoria Peak. A keen birdwatcher,
e was more of a patch man than a
rover. His article Eary Moming Birds
on the Paak related the shenanigans
of the Blue Magpies that he daily fad
wilh ralsins and his next articie Eary
Bird focused on Blue Whistling

been allowed to sport my binocukars
in @ countryside still thick with Red
Guards. My Vanishing Birds of
‘Southem China was rejected by the
Seuth China Moming Post but nothing
iost | published it in the Bulletin - the
first of mary China reports. An earlier
recorder once wrote that there were
no birds in the New Territories east
of the raitway line; he might more
accurately have written that there
ware no birdwalchers east of the
raitway line. | pioneered the first
Society outing to Tal Long Wan and
the efforts of the participants ware
amply rewarded with an impressive
st of seldom recorded birds - raptors
werne especially impressive and Slaty-
breasted Rails were proved to breed
in Hong Kong for the first time. We
cruised through Tolo Harbour,
climbed Sharp Peak, Hong Kong's
mini Matterhorn, and fossicked
through the stil used paddyfields of
Ham Tin, | wrote it up in the Bulletin
- the first of many ouling reports.

Gavin Cooper took up the writing
challengze and his Week in November
or the Power of Prsss remains a




classic and deserved & much wider
audience. Brian Wilson completed
his trilogy with Ret and Unwiapped,
which related his discovery of Greater
Necklaced Laughingthrushes and his
eonfrontation with a strange accipiter
in Tai Po Kau.

Departed members who had
performed exceptional service for the
Soueh' were elected Honorary Life

At the end of 1577 the first edition
of my Colour Guide to Hong Kong
Birds amply ustrated with birds and
rural vignettes by Karen Phillipps
appeared and | decided to take a
break and siep down as Honorary
Recorder and publications editor,
Bird recording duties were jointly
taken up by Mike Chalmers and
Gavin Cooper and in the first Bulletin
of 1978 detailed thair new approach

. This rarely
nonour was in Bulletin No. 83
{February 1977) extended to Lt. Col,
A M. Macfariane who was the moving
spirit behind the first two editions of
ihe Checkiist, Dr. D. G.

to gathering field data. For the first
time a Bulletin contained a book
review section. David Melville,
government's ornithologist
investigating birdstrike wrote the

(bird charts} and Clive Briffett
(renaissance). Also in this Bulletin
was Brigadier J. C. Chapple's aceount
of his wisit 1o Kosi Barrage in Nepal
- the first of many overseas reports.
John Chapple was soon to become
Commander British Forces and in

Jy tiled A Final Solution fo
Gull Probiems.

Bulletin No. 91 (October 1978)
marked the dawn of & new era when
It announced that Albert Cheung
would organtse a number of Chinese
speaking outings. The following

that capacity was di
the construction of the Closed Nsn
Fence for the sa«rmg of the sel -wal

Bulletin p the first Society
outing to Lantau and would use
minibuses. Ovarsaas iip reports and
e k appeared

sluice gates, which i
Mai Po's viability as & natune resenve.
This was indeed a fruitful Bullatin for
it also contained an invitation for
exparienced birdwatchers to jom the
Royal Geographical Society's Mubu
(Sarawak) Expedition, In the spirt |
had hoped for, Dave Bradford wrole
a mouth-watering account of a winter
visi to Japan. Encouragingly, a young
member, Clive Harris aged 11, wrote
about a visit to the Seychelles.

Ton-up by Gavin Cooper reportad in
detail how Derek Scoft, an
internationally recognised
omithologist had in his company
scored 101 species in a day. Arlicles
on patch birding were appearing and
the Pokfulam area, Herklots' old
stomping ground, seemed 1o have
more than its fair share of devotees.

regularty but cccasionally something
especially caught the Imagination. In
Bulletin No, 95 (December 1979)
Mike Chalmers told of his
observations from the coast at Ting
Kau as the eye of Typhoon Hope
passed over Hong Kong. This was
the first report of oceanic terns in
Hong Kong and raised adrenalin
levels and spawned the dangerous

China was opening up more and
more and the few birdwatchers that
were getting in wrote reports in the
Budlleting. These peeps through the
Bamboo Curtain excited many. David
Melville's Notes on Two Visits fo
Zhongshan and Zhuhai Counties in
Guangdong in Bullelin No. 98
fAugust 1980) detailed what was
happening just across the border.
How different from the Shenzhen of
today? The article begins: 'The
country is predominantly aliuvial
plains with erodad granite hils typical
of parts of the New Territories. One
visitor has described the countryside
as being simikar lo the Yuen Long
Plain of 20 years ago. The alluvial
areas are principally wsed for rce. In
January the paddy had been

and was barren dry earth,
in May it contained well grown

Bulletin No. 100 was published in
March 1981 almost 24 years after
the founding of the Society and since
Budletin Mo. 200 was published in
2006, some 25 years later it follows
that Bulletins have appeared with a
steady frequency. In Bulletin No. 100
Mike Chaimers put the wheels in
miction for 2 second atlempl at getting
members involved in obtaining
breeding data. He also wrote a
Ticker's Shopping List of 52 birds
peedicted to ocour in Hong Kong. In
the following 25 years 80% of ihese

pursult of during
typhoans. An article ty Albert Cheung
drew attention to the omithological
gems of Kowloon Park. How bad we
overlooked such an oasis in our
midst? My Raptorial Feast about an
extragrdinary tnp to Tal Long Wan
when a spiral of hundreds of raptors
over Tap Mun and many other
passage Drs were seen should have
inspired athers to ploneer.

pr i materialised. To
everyone's surprise and delight the
first recovery in China of a bird ringed
In Hong Kong was reported and the
charming hetter in Chinese script was
reproduced with a franslation.

to be continued ......




Qinghai: A birding trip to the Tang
=Tivet Ancient Trail

(29.7 -

About 1,300 years ago, Princess Wencheng of the Tang
Dynasty travelied from Changan (Today's Xian city of
Shanxi Province) to Lhasa for an aranged marriage for
peaceful purposes, Most of her trip covered the
southeastern part of Clinghal, this is the famous “Tang-
Tibet Ancient Trail". The trail has been an imporant
route from the mainland to Qinghal, Xizang, Nepal and
India, It was atso important for trading of lea leaves,
salt, cloth, herbs and poultry. This was a trail with many
difficulties - numerous people died becawse of the harsh
anvironment.

The route of “Tang-Tibet Ancient Trail” (Today's National
Highway 214) covers Xining (Fi%), Huangyuan (85),
Riyue Shan (H A 1L), Dactang He (#3#), the source
of the Yellow River, Gyaring Lake and Ngoring Lake
(1LEEAE - W8 al), Bayankala Pass (E#T=E41L), and
Nanggian (FE).

The writer spent two weeks from the end of July 1o mid-
August travelling along this route with birding friends.
We also tried a new route from Yushu to the northwest
acnoss an “uninhabited area” towards the Golmud-Lhasa
road, We aimed to see some mammals as well a5 bird
species.

30 July: Look for birds at Valleys
Al Xining Hotel, Piain Laughingthrush and Brown Shrike
fed actively in the early moming,

After we bought necessary Tood and drinks at Xining,
we started our jourmney to Gonghe (3 10), At about 50
km along the new highway (214) we twmed right at

gy Town. We down the old road
{109) to km point 2005. Wa stopped at one of the small
valleys, and walked up the trail . We got some good
sighting of Grey-headed Woodpecker, breeding White-
winged Redstart, Hodgson's Redstart, Black Redstart,
Wallcreeper and Godlewski's Bunting as well as Grey-
headed Bullfinch.

In the aflemoan, we continued 1o drive along the National
Highway 214 towards Riyue Shan. Before we reached
the pass there is a small village called Riyue Village
(B A #). We went through the village and reached a
river vallay where thera were good numbers of Hume's

12.8.2007)

- Carma Ma

Groundpecker (now commonly accepted as Ground-
Tit), White-capped Redstart, Tibetan Lark, Rosy Piph
and Whitehroated Dipper. The lower part of the valley
was covered by pieces of farmiand with yellowish rape
flower, together with some fascinating purple and biue
wild flowers,

Riyue {Sun/Moon Pass) is the walershed between the
agricultural lowland and the Tibetan highland, as well
as a traditional divide between settled farmers and
nomads. Here we found Humes Groundpecker again
and Rufous-necked Snowfinch. After the mountain pass,
we saw a large piece of grassland and Daotang River
{43) adjacent to it. A highlight of the area i the big
statue of Princess Wencheng located in the middle of
Daotang He Town (BN We went further to stay.
in Ganghe in that evening.

31 July: Gonghe to Maduo
The trip o Gonghe is approximately 400 km, which
covered different types of habitat,

We left in the early morning, drove along National
Highway 214. Habitat from Gonghe (3£#1) to Santala
(=#452) is mainly desert and sparse shrub. We stopped
at waymark 193km, to look for for sandgrouse, but we
found only Plain-backed Snowfinch and Horned Lark.

From Santala to Heka Pass (& LU0, the afitude rose
1o 3200m al the mountain pass, White-rumped Snowfinch
appeared tame and we gol a good chance again for
plctures.

After Daheba (A F @), we had a good view of Er La
Shan ($B1214) which was covered by snow, The habitat
there was mainly tundra swamp with melting snow, but
lhe weather was nol so stable, it was rainy and windy
near the mountan iop, We stopped at the at the mountain
pass (4,700m), some of us lumed left o walk towards
the flat mountain mp{mmsuonwgm good views
of Tibetan
Brandt” s Mountain Finch and White-capped Redsnan

South of the pass the habitat is mainly grassland with
streams flowing along the valley. Furiher south the
scanery was mofe open, with fiocks of domestic goat
and yak scattered on the summer pastures. Between
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Zuimatan (8 W) and Huashixia (JEE ). we had
chance 1o see Tibatan Gazelle and Asialic Ass; and
between Huashixia and Maduo (¥ %), there were also
goed numbers of Mongolian Gazelle, a single wolf and
Black-necked Crane. Here the altitude is 4.400m. and
we all got some symptoms of mountain sickness.

Maduo is a place with poor facilities, there were no
places to shower or even for meals al the simple
guesthouse that we stayed.

1A the source of Yellow River and
Yangtse River

‘We all had sympioms of altitude sickness and didn’t

sleap well,

Adter the breakfast at Huanghe Yuan, we continued to
travel along Mational Highway 214 for 330 km from
Madua 1o Yushu,

Maduo is a Tibetan town near the source of the Yellow
River and the northern part of the Bayankala Mountain,
Around the town, there are a8 number of takes and
swamps, the most famous are the Gyaring Lake and
Ngoring Lake (1178 8-81@ ). This place is also rather
humid, thick layers of fog covered the area in the early
moming.

‘We spent some time 1o look for birds at the *Sea of Stars”
(% &%), a breeding ground for Black-necked Crane,
Pallas’s Gull, Common Merganser, Bar-headed Goose,
Great Bustard (which we didn't see), Crested Grebe,
Rufous-necked Snowfinch, Hume's Groundpecker and
Sand Martin. Most of the places are tundra swamp,
without trees and shrubs, and the soil is mostly covered
by moss, shart grass and tiny plants with thick leaves.
The ground of the tundra swamp was covered by water
and melted snow which forms a place for breeding
Insects, as well as being an impartant food and water
source lor breeding birds.

After the scarcely populated tundra swamp, we reached
one of the highest points of the trip, the Bayankala Pass
(B HT1L £2) (4.824m). It is & watershed between the
sources of the Yellow River and the Yangtze River. The
other side of the mouniain ks grassland, with flocks of
goat, sheep and yak. There were also wolf, fox and jackal
waiting there for their meals.

We had a quick lunch a1 Qingshul He Town (i2k i)

and continued our southward tnp. On a rocky riverbank
we found several Ibisbills near Zhewu Town (BUET).

In the early evening we visited a Tibetan lamasery and
saw pligrims walking and praying around the lamasery
in a clockwise direction, Near Yushu is the famous Jiegu
Lamasery (84 % 3F) located in the middie part of the
mountain,

‘We stayed at Yushu in the evening and brought some
food and necessities for the next few days.

2 August: Yushu to Nangian

We travelled 170km scutirwest to Nangian | iR). From
the trip repen of Hofland (2006}, @ mentions the location
of Tibetan Bunting at Kanda Shan ($i8), that
encouraged us to try cur luck,

Qur driver told us that there are over 100 monasteries
in Yushu, and the mast practical way after the death is
sky burkal which would attract a number of Himalayan
Griffon Vultures., At this mament, three vullures perched
on @ rock adjacent to the car, this gave us a surprise.
On the way, we stopped briefly at the rocky deser to
look for some birds including Golden Eagle, White-
capped Redstart, Chestnut Thrush and Robin Accentor,

After climbing up several mountains (batween 3,800 m
and 4,300 m), we reached Kanda Shan (S& (L), At
waymark 970 km (Kanda Bridge (£05851)), we umed
left for 5 km, and then went into the valiey namely
*Kanrong Xia enclosed area for forest regeneration
(SRESEEE L AR, 3630m) which leads 1o Mao Zhuang
(3 . At the entrance of the valiey, there were busy
road construction works. We decided to go back to the
direction of Nangian (R I}) with a long drive ahead 1o
get to Ga'er Lamasery (7B %) before dusk.

At waymark 1024, the car turned left to a trail leading
to Beizha forest. A 25km dirt trall led to a flat piece of
plateau with a village (Bamai Village™ 5 #) and a sall
pit at Baizha (E13L88:8), and al the end of the trail we
reached Baizha Forest. Then we travelled further along
the river valley for another 20km to reach Ga'er Lamasery.

We leamed some simple Tibetan language from our
drivers for communication with the monks. Inside Lhe
lamasery, thare were two foreign teachers teaching
English there ("The Hope of Ga'er Lamasery Primary
Schoal’), and a travedler from Germany who was slaying
there for one evening. We leamt from the head of the
lamasery that there were altogether 1,500 monks. One
of the teachers told us that some of the children wanted
to become woodcutters in the future, it seems there was
a lack of emvironmental education thers.



We stayed al a big resting room in the lamasery for 2
nights. The most interesting thing was the brightness
of the stars at night.

3 August: Birding around Ga'er Lamasery

We didn't sleep well because of the high aftitude (above
A000m), bt this did not affect our excitement for axplaring
the place for birds,

Walking near the ciiff, along the small lake and streams
near the lamasery was quite productive, We got Eurasian
Treecreeper, Eagle Owl, White-browed Rosefinch,
Beautiful Rosefinch, Common Rosefinch, Lemon-rumped
Warbler. Chinese Leal Warbler, Greenish Warbler and
Gray-crested Tit. When it became hot in the afternoon,
birds appeared not 5o active as that in the moming.

The lamasery and living place of monks of Ga'er
Lamasery is spread over the upper part of the mountain,

Near the lop is the living place of a "Living Buddha®
and a nesting place for Lammergeiers. Some members
aof our party were received by the living buddha and had
a chance io take a look 8t the "prayer wheel® — a gift
from Princess Wencheng over 1,000 years ago.

st Reserve and Jiangxi

We left Ga'er Lamasery at 6:00am, on the way (o Beizha,
there was a nesting area of Lammergeiers in the valiay,
Al B:40, we reached Beizha Forest Reserve and stared
birding immediately in different directions. Beizha had
changed a iot since my 1988 visit. The trees from the
stream near the headguarlers up to the middie part of
the mountain had been lefled and replaced by shrubs.
Near the top of the in there aning
pine trees with moss covered stones where there were
White-gared Pheasant, Crested Tit Warbler and Grey-
crested Tit. Some of us searched at the lower part of
the mountain, and saw Tibetan Babax and Blood
Pheasant.

After noodies at Niandgian, we took a longer { 100km) but
flat and'stable raute 1o Jiangxi Forest Reserve from
Lower Rila Pass (T H {8 0) near Xialaxiu | T1%),
instead of going through the mountain pass at Kanda
Shan,

Jiangsi Forest Reserve (3.450m) has similar pine forest
habitat to that of Beizha Forest. It has less human
disturb and is better p and i

We stayed at the Forest Police stalion of the forest
reserve in the evening. Facilities there were very simple,
we needed to bring our own dinner.

5 August: A visit to Tibet

There was heavy rainfall overnight, the muddy road
conditions added further difficulties for driving back the
180km to Yushu, Fortunately, staff of the Forest Reserve
suggested us 1o Iry the new road (Y507) 1o Tibet in the
south, via Batang (£ #), Boya (/58), Mianda (Ei#),
back to the north in Qinghai to Xiaosumang (//83E),
and back to the highway 1o Yushu via Gula Pass (2
way.

We travelled along the Dzachu River (3L#) which is the
source of Lancang River. There are a good number of
Iirding spets at Jiangxi Forest Reserve, We have chosen
1 look for birds at the forest area and valleys between
the Forest Police Station and Jujia Seedbed (# £ ).
At about 3km from the station, there ware a pair of White-
eaned Pheasants with two chicks feeding al the opposite
side of the river. This forest is well protected
(undeveloped), the pine irees distribuled from the rver
edge 1o the lop of the mountain. However, there were
saveral woodcutters from Xining who were doing small-
scale wood callection.

We stopped for & while for taking picture at Batang (in
Tibet), then stopped for an hour at Boya to observe a
religious activity with the visit of senior monks.

The Dzachu River separates Qinghai and Tibe! provinces,
Its rocky shores are a favourable habitat for Ibisbill. We
tumed 1o the narth at Mianda. About B0 kms south of
Yushu we reached ihe highest paint of the tip — the
rocky Gula Pass (4,883m). At this windy mountain, there
were two Rufous-necked Snowlinches flying around.

The 160km journey from Jiangxi Forest Reserve to
Xeaosumang took us nearly 7 hours, and we reached
Yushu in the evening before 8:00. Thal day was one
of the most fruitful days for us, we had chance to reach
an undisturbed pine forest, get in touch with local Tibetan
people and manks, and travel through the source of
Lancang River at Tibet.

6 August 2007 A chance to see sky burial
From Yushu to Qumalai (#:83), the distance is about

230km, the road condition is quote good and we could
reach there within 5 hours along the province highway




(5308). That means, we could stay in Yushu for more
lime.

Before we left the Tang-Tibet Ancient Trail, we visited
the Princess Wencheng Temple at 10km near Yushu,
had a lock at the Buddha built on the cliff when she
passed through Balagou (5 5%8) a thousand years ago.

We then visiled the Batang sky burial site (E148 %3¢ *!)
‘When we reached there, a sky burial was taking place.
Human body was culled into pieces, the bones were
hacked or broken into small pleces with heavy stone,
and tossed into the feeding area. This atracted over 50
Himatayan Griffon Vultures to feed, and some were flying
averhead. For Tibatan people, sky burial has deep
religious significance,

After lunch we reached Longbao Black-necked Crane
Reserve (W RWISE M EME) 80km norhwest of
Yushu along S308, The reserve s a small lake, where
we found breeding Black-necked Crane, Ruddy Sheiduck,
Ferruginous Duck, Bar-headed Goose and Common
Redshank.

We passed the alpine meadow and climbed up 1o Haxiu
Shan Pass (1 %155 01) at 4,797m, o the desert steppe.
There we reached Qumalai. This is a rural village with
simple facilities. Most of the accommodation was fully
booked because of a horse race festival. Luckily our
drivers helped us to find a place 1o seftie down for that
evening.

We left Qumalai in the early morming, and went inta the
so-called “no-people area” and the old town

poaching of Tibetan Antelope. but died at the hands of
poachers, Here is also a place to look for antalope, the
Qinghai- Xizang Rallway blocks the movement of wild
animals but the viaduct provides a comidor for wildiife
to go through the area. Around the Kunlun Shan Pass,
habitat is mainty tundra swamp and desert steppe. and
bird diversity is rather simple.

TR . G
3 August: Ground-jays at the Golmud desert
We travelled along National Highway 108 from Golmud
(#587) to Dufan | #BM) for 330km. Habitat on both sides
of the highway is mainly semi-desert. We tried to search
the roadside carefully, at waymark 2625 km to 2613 km
and 2501 km 1o 2480 km, there were altogether 18
Mongotian Ground Jays, They used to perch on the sand
hills or at oiher higher areas to look for food including
lizard and other insecis in the Gobi desert.

On one side of the road is the Kunlun mountain range,
with some natural resources including gold mines and
copper mines. Having stayed together for about 10 days,
our drivers gel used to our way and helped us 1o look
for birts, On the way, we saw Pied Wheatear, Isabeliing
‘Wheatear, Desert Wheatear, Common Cuckoo and Black
Redstart, W atthe "oasis" of (BEAH)
to walch birds, We bought some Walfberry Fruit during
lunch hour. Thare we met an old lady from Guangdaong,
and leamed that she had been in that farmland in the
desern for 50 years, anginally for a penod of “re-education”,

Eventually we reached Dulan (#M), peopled by
Mongogians. The roadsigns shows 3 types of anguages:
Chinese, Tibetan and Mongolian. This place was once

of Qumatai, We found the Quitu Highwary (&7 2:8) was
under construction, Along the road, we found White-
rumped Snowfinch, Saker Falcon, and Himalayan Griffon
Wudture,

Near the area of Kekexill (58] %) after Quma He
{#iBE7), there were good numbers of Asiatic Ass, Tibetan
Gazelle and Mongaolian Gazelle. Our driver told us we
might have had a chance to see Tibetan Antelope if the
road was not under construction,

It tnok us about 10 hours to reach Budongguan, including
the time for car repairing or tyre replacement.

At the end of the road is the Budongquan Station of tha
Kekexill Nature Reserve, and Kunlun Shan Pass (B #L
0). There is a memarial shrine for Sonandajie (B# - ¥
#), who had served in a volunteer bgade against llegal

8 Kingdom of the famous Tuyuhun (3£#8) from the
northeast in the Tang Dynasty, but was destroyed after
350 years.

A day for endemics in Qaidam Basin

‘We left Dulan towards Qinghai Hu (% 4) in the early
maening, to look for Great Bustard at the grassland at
Xiariha Town (B H#R). We settled for a Daurian
Partridge instead,

Target of the day was Pallas's Sandgrouse and some
special endemics. At Chaka Salt Lake, our driver spoke
1o a local farmer and learnt that Sandgrousa and Greal
Bustard is more common and active at watarbedies in
Chaka in April

(&)
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We also followed trip reports from Holtand (2006) and
Wagner {2005} and stopped at waymark 2238 km, We
walked into the desert for 500m and a Pallas's Sandgrouse
was found. This encouraged us to walk further for about
1km but there was no new discovery. On our way back, we
saw another 3 sandgrouse.

We had a guick junch at Dashuigiao (X 2ki8) and then
siraight 1o waymark 2188.5 km (3,400m) after Xiangpi Shan
Pass (IR 1L DO / Rubber Mountain Pass). At the waymark
there was a large wall painted with big red Chinese
characters. On the opposite side was a small mountain
valley. We walked there for about 2 km, and found three
Chinese endemics; White-browed Tit, Pink-tailed Bunting,
and Ala Shan Redstart. Also present were Red-breasted
R . Streaked L geser and Tickell's
Leaf Warbler.

At the evening, we lnoked for waterbirds at the western side
of Qinghai Hu. There were over 3,000 Red-crested Pochard,
Bar-headed Goose, Crested Grebe, Mongaolian Plover,
Broad-biled Sandpiper, Rufous-necked Stint, Palias’s Gull
and Brown-headed Gull,

10 August: Waterbirds on Qinghai Hu

Like most visitors, we purchased enlry tickels at the Niao
Dac Hotel (RMB 60/person) lor Qinghai National Nature
Reserve. Inside, we took the shultle bus to the breeding
site of Greal Cormorant, Brown-headed Gull and Pallas's
Gull, After leaving bird island, we 1ook @ short visit to the
Wild Animal Rescue Cenlre, and had a chance to see

A short note...

We travelied a total of 3,400km in Qinghai and
Tibet. About half of the trip (from Xining to
Niangian) covered the Tang-Tibet Ancient Trall,
A total of 155 bird species wers recorded from
avariety of habitats inchuding pine forests, lakes,
rivers and streams, ciffs, grasstand, mountain
steppa, tundra swamp a3 well as desent.

Apart from watching birds, the trip aiso brought
us lots of chances of visiting places that haven't
been reached by birdwatchers, including
undishurbed pine fonest, and expenence the ife
of Tibetan pecpls,

Special thanks to Prof. U Labdng of Mortrwest
Plateau Institute of Blology Site, the Chinese
Academy of Sciences (lee58@msn.com). Pral.
Li spent a whaole evening 10 provide us valuable
Information on habitat conditions, petantial
areas for bird surveys, as well as to help us to
T our birding route. Although he didn't join us
for the trip bacaise of ofher commitments, his
experience was indeed valuable to us. We aiso
give thanks to our drivers, Mr. Pang Xangdong,
Mr. Guan Wantao and Mr. Zhang Pinghong,
who worked hard to give us support

Przewalski's Gazelie, Tibetan Antelope and Tibetan G

Later on wa went 1o the eastern side of the lake and had
good sightings of breeding Black-necked Crane, Whooper
Swan, Black-necked Grebe and Coot.

11 August 2007: Xining - Ta'er Monastery
We spent our morning at Ta'er Monastery (Kumbum

Monastery) (28 %) 25 km from Xining. This ks the refigious
activity centre of both monks and folowers of the yellow hat

icating with local people and with
locking for accommodation.

Thanks to Mr. Anthony Lo for coordinating the
1rip, Mr. C.W. Lam to amange the air-tickets and
oy ot 15 Bl R

1o birding
Chu, Jemi and John Holmes, Elisa Hui, Lago
Hoand KUY, Lau,

sect (Gelugpa sect) of a branch of Tibetan B The
Ta'er Monastery is a group of fine buildings in a combination
of both the Han and Tibetan styles of architecture on the
maountain slopes.

We went back to Xining for shopping in the market or
bookstores. In the evening, most of us took the flight back
o Guangzhou.

Georpe Wagner, 2005, Tibet (Xizang and Qinghal
Provinces) - China, 28 May-27 June 2005,
Internet trip report.

Remeo Hofland (2006). Qinghai and Xizang
(Tibet), with W Sichuan, China, July 16-August
14, 2008, Intermet trip report.



Al 2158m, Huanggang Shan is the
highest peak of the area known as
Wuyi Shan, which straddies the
northern parts of the boundary
between Fujian and Jangxl

There is a map of the area in Tim
‘Weodward's comprehensive “Brding
South-gast China”,

Joint HKBWSAWWE HI visits (led by
Cilve Viney and Mary Ho Tung Ketterer)
were made to Wuyi Shan in June and
Movember 1886, As a newish birder
in those days | went along on the
Novernbaer 1986 trip, We sailed from
HHK to Xiamen, then got an overnight
train inland to the norhwest of Fujian.

Our up-to-date literature included
*Birds of China® by Rodolphe Mayer
e Shauenses, a 1976 Chinesa adition
of CHENG Tso-hsin's synopsis (Maps
are maps and bird names in latin} and
- in Franch- two volumes of “Les
Oiseaun de Ching” by Elchecopar and
Hue. Stewart Smith took these;- my
Franch ends at "Nidification: inconnu.”
Ben King's "Birds of South East Asia®
was by far the mast practical guide.

Haosted “officially”, we stayed at the
wvery rustic Wuyi Reserve HOs, We
birded the Guadun area where
LaTouche had done some of his
research in the 1920s and Pero
Armand David had ved half a century
earfier.

The unpaved road north from Wiy
HO= led o a pass on the Jangd border
where we turned right towards the
summit of Huanggang Shan, 15kms
further on. The highlight of the rip far
me was a bnef view of a female Cabat's.
Tragopan Dalow the road, but | never
saw a male, A femals pheasant is really
only half a "tk so Cabot's Tragapan
remained unfinished business far me.

These days Wuyi Shan has an aiport
and there ane drect fiights from Hong
Kong and Shenzhen, There are many
hotels, but the tournisty scenic area is
& long way from the best birding areas
in the naturs resenve itsalf,

In 2001 Chris Camplon and Graham
Talbot braved Wiy 1o bird the Huangg
ang Shan road. Their trip repod is
online at http://www.surfbirds,
comvtrip_report. php Fid=202

In the last few years an ex-hunting
residant of Jiangd's capital, Nanchang,
Mr LIN Jian-sheng, has established
himself as a specialist birding guide
and driver. His mobile phone number
Is 13807001872 [He doesn't speak
English, unfortunately.) Many naw
mainiand birders and soma Hong Kong
groups have used his senvices. He
knows what birders want, and expects
1o gt up eary. In Septermber this year,
Jemi and | spent a week birding on
Huanggang Shan with Ruy and Karen
Barretto, led by Mr LIN, who had sored
out the appropriate Nalure Resenve
parmigsions on the Jangd side.

Wi spent five nights at Resenve HOs
fin Jiang:xi) and four-and-a-half days
driving along the track to the top of
the mountain. A nostaigic drive info
Fujian Province was, appasently, out
aof the question for we fonsigners; - @
dispute between provincial officials
was blamed,

Things change quickly in China, 0 |
was worried the route 1o the summit

would be unrecognisable. Luckily,
ance we got past the Wuyl tumoff the
track was much.as | remembersd it.

It had been raining and Mr LIN
predicted correctly that wal
undergrowth would cause the
pheasants fo come out onto the road.
Cur first two birds were famales, but
the third, scuttling along the track in
front of us, was a fine adult male,
allowing me o complete my Cabol's
“tick” after a mere 21 years |

Bircing from Mr LIN'S van at dawnand
dusk evary day we eventually Saw mone
than a dozen Cabol's Tragopans on
the road including five superb males.
Bonus birds inciucded Efiol’s Pheasant
and Buffy Laughingthrish. - We-had
116 species for tha i, Inclucing those
in the lowlands we drove through fom
Nanchang. A further achvantage of the
Jiangi side is that Wuyuan, hame of
the Eue-crowned Laughingthrush and
Pied Falconet is only a day's drive
away, and a winter visit can include
the cranes and waterdowl at Poyang
Lake, At least one British tour
compasy s aineady combining Poyang
and Huanggang Shan in late autumn.
Hiring Mr LIN is not cheap, but it's
much easier to make use of his
axpartisa than to try to sort it all out

an my next trip for the free mention,
honestly ()



Mai Po

1. De-silting works

Members will be famiiar with the fact that mary
of the gef wai at Mai Po are sufierng from siltation
due to the mud that is brought into the pond each
time that water i axchanged with that in Deep
Bay. If this silt is not removed, then the resarve
will siowdy turm into dry land. As a resull, this silt
has to be removed 5o that we can keep the pond
wet and maintain tha reserve as a wetland. This
summer, we will ba dredging out the perimeters
channels in gef wai 23 (at the southem end of the
reserve), and the cross channeis that run through
1he large reedbed at the back of the pond. The
work of clearing out the cross channeis will be
espacially meresting because it will Increasa the
lengsth of edige in the medbed which should make
the site more attractiva for bittern, egrets and
herons, WWF will be monitoring the results of
thesa works to see if the numbaer of these birds
will Increase afterwards.

Anciher pond which we will b de-siting is Pond
17b, #t the back of the Education Centre. Work
10 remove the reeds and grasses began in July.
This project will be completed by the end of
mmmmunmm.
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Ficies at Mal Po are hot and
the summartime, As a rasull, we have
anather sum of money from thes yaer's)|

Race to improve the ventiation in the Tt de -
and Hide 1. This wil be done by putting smail

windows in jow down at the back of these two.
hidkes, smilar to thase in Hide B {ihe hide beside™ «
Gl wail 11).

‘I'hamknlbowrm out this summer and wa

T

3. New boardwalk and floating hide

All the necessary permissions, permits and land ficenses from the
Hong Kong Government has finally been obtained and work on the
poardwalk extension and new flioating hide began in early July,

The project wil invoive buldng a 600 mater long fixed boardwalk as
an extension 10 the existing fioating boardwalk cutside the Closed
Area Fence a1 Mai Po, and wil run through the inter-tidal mangroves
to & new ficating hide that will hava a capacity for some 30 pacpie.
The boardwalk will be bult by WWF field staff based at Mai Po.

On the other hand, the fioating hide is biing bult by the sanme contracton
wiho built the pravious hids at a dockyard in Ap Lel Chau, On completion
of the hida in early Oclober, a fug boat company callad Hong Kong
Salvage and Towage wil voluntarity help to fow the hide very gentyl),
1o the mouth of Cuter Deep Bay where the Manne Police will pick up
the hide, and tow it through the shallow waters to be temparardy
moared at Tsim Bod Tawd, Then on one of the evening at the end of
and again volunteer thek senvices to tow the hide to its final resting
position at the end of the new boardwalk.

As the new hide is a ficating structure, there need 10 be concrele
anchors placed arcund the hide to which the hde will ba mooned by
metal chains. These anchors weigh soma two tonnes each and will
ba built at the southern heicopter pad at Mal Po from whera the
helicoptars of the Govamment Flying Servica wil hoist them cut to
the mudfiat and place them in the right positions befora the hide




‘ES through Wuyuan in Jiangxi

There is sad news from Wuyuan County in Jiangd, whare a
new fourdane highway is nearing comphetion. This highway runs
for mane than thirty kilometres through the valley which holds

the world's entine breading population of the critically endangered
Biue-crowned Laughngthaush (recently spiit from the Yallow-
throated Laughingthrush of Burma and india), impartant
numbers of wintardng Chinese Mesganser (Endangsead] and
several pairs of Pied Falconet - anather very rane bird in
China.

It appears that the highway has not directly
impacted three of the known breeding sites of the
laughingthrush, which were visited on a short vist in
late May, bt ks within 500m of all of them, Mo
disturbing is that the highway has bean built right
through a village with [arge fung shu trees whare
Pied Falconat bred successfully.

This development Is made more depressing
by the fact that Wuyuan is markating itself as one of
the mast beautitul counties in China, It certainly was

betore, but the addition of the highwary has undoubledly
tarmnished this beauty, and Wuyuan i sadly beginning
10 book fike many parts of rural China that have bean
degraded In the name of econcmic develcpmant.

Also of polential concem i the increasing number
of weirs that have been built along the river along which
1he laughingthrushes breed and whers up to 50 Chinese
Mergansers have wintered, While the impact of this is

not yet clear, the fact that a once fast-running and rather
shallow river with banks of pebbles has becoms a series of
deep, stil stretches of water. This must b having an influence
on the acology of the rver. Although the visit in May was very
brief no sign could be found of breeding Mandarin or Long-
billed Plovers at old siles.

Whila bath the laughingthrush and the falconet were seen at

knevwn breeding ses on this recent visit, and other important spacies

such as Black Eagle and Swinhoe's Minivet were also sean, visiling

Whayuan i5 o longer the enchanting experience it onte was. It lsgreatly

1o be hopad that any future plans are i with a
mmmmmmmmwmmww:‘y "




From 1-7 October and 6-16 May | assisted in a
Zhejiang University survey of the birds of Linan County followed
{in May) by flying post-survey visits to Thousand Islands Lake to look for
Whme-earedmw Heron and Wuyuan mNWJ!angmfarwanMod Owi, Blue-

Parrotbills before the first survey.

The Linan Survey

As with many systematic surveys a good deal of time
was spent in rather unproductive habitals, so this
short report will ondy include an oveniew of species
seen plus highlights rather than a blow-by-blow
account. The survay is itsell of great significance as
tha first time | have heard of a municipal autharity in
China (Hangzhou) paying for a baseling omithological
assessment of the counties under is control. If such
a survry could be rolled out across China, a huge
amount of data could be collected.

Linan County

With the exception of Linan Gty in the easterm comes,
Linan County is distinctly rural. It is dotted by low
stesp hils coversd usualy in regenerating shrubs and
conifers, and with extensive stands of commercial
bamboo i gricull is : by
1o bamboa - | think for hanvesting of bamboo shoots
{for which Linan is apparently famous). Fivers run
mainly north to south and flow iNto two larger rivers
that run west to east in the centre of the county.

The north and west ane greatly enhanced by Tianmu
Shan National Nature Reserve - a world henitage site
famous for its huge ginkgo trees, and several less.
well-knawn sites in the west rsing to about 1800
metres. These include Damingshan and Longtan
Shan,

h (as Yellow-th
Falconet. A pra-sunmr visit was made to Dongtan NNR near Shanghai to search for Reed

dl e

h is now called) and Pied

Survey Summary

This survey was a much more enjoyable folow-up to
a rather quiet inftial surey in October last year, With
mmiqﬂmwllwpmammnmnmor
birdls aready breeding, there was greater dversity of
bircts and much morne reward for covening kots of rather
similar and previousty unproductive habital.
Resident species here includs Little Grebe, Great,
Little, Intermediate and Cattle Egrets, Chinese
Pond Heron and Black-crowned Night Heron,
Typical raptors are Besra, Crested Goshawk and
Crested Serpent Eagle.

The spectacular White-crowned Forktail, Blue

g Thrush, F Aedstart, Grey
Wagtail and Brown Dipper, Common, Crested and
Pied Kingfishers are found along many of th fvers,
Striated Heron was also noted on a few occasions,

Typical
spacies included ChhmBambooPnergnam
Common Ph t, White-b
Chinese, B d, Black, in and
Chestnut Bulbuls and the closely related Collared
Dove, Oriental Turtle Dove, White Wagtail, Chinese
Blackbird, Oriental Magpie Robin, Rufous-capped
Straak-b d and Spot
Scimitar Babblers, Hwamei, Masked, Greater
A and d Laugl =
Crested Myna, Long-tailed Shrike. Red-billed Blue
Magpie is widespread, whie Grey Treepie is scarcer
and was generaky found higher up, or in more mature




woodiands. Jay was scarcer stil. Common smalier

included Ruf faced Warbler (aka
“Tedephone Bird® due to its call), Great and Black-
throated Tit, Vinous-throated Parrotbill and Tree
Sparrow.

Typical summer visitors included Black Baza, Chinese
Goshawk and Dollarbird, al of which wane seen dally,
Bam and Red-rumped Swallows (wilh Asian House
Martins at a number of upland sites), Black-capped
and White-breasted Kingfishers, whie Large Hawk,
Chestnut-winged, Indian Cuckoo and Koel were

heard more often than they werne seen.
Black and Ashy Drongos could have been either
migrants of summer visitors. In the higher and batter
quality woodland Ghestnut-bellied Rock Thrush
(including my personal bird of the trip - a supertly
marked female carmying food) and wing-iifting Blyth's
Leaf Warblers were obviously breeding birds.

A number of birds that | assume ars residents were
aither much commones of Simply mane visible in the
spring, These included Barred Owlet, Silky Starfing,
M&mmﬁhhmm

y-cheeked Fulvetta, Bush Warbler,
and Grey-capped Greenfinch,

Genuine migrants included Commeon Greenshank,
Green and Common Sandpiper (including, bizamesy,
three on an anificial lake 1000 metres up Daming Shan),
(Gallinago snipe sp. Olive-backed Pipit, Lanceolated,
Arctic, Yellow-browed, Pale-legged Leaf, Eastern
Crowned, and Black-browed Reed Warblers, Asian

a Siver Pheasant feather and a small flock of fokdensis
Pale Martins ofiered little in the way of compensation.

Highlights of the survey

Asian Black Eagle. Nated al one sie in the west of
Linan. Presumed resident whose known range is
expanding in SE Chira due 10 wider covarage of sultabie
habitats,

Mountain Hawk Eagle. Noted in two transects. Scarce
residant.

Brown Crake. Seen on small streams in three or four
transects.

Long-bilted Plover. Thies birds wene nated on a stomy
river degraded by gravel exiraction during the October
SUnEY.

Collared Owlet. Heard on a couple of occasions on
both surveys.

Ashy Minivet. A flock of about ten, with two Swinhoe's
at Daming Shan in Oclobar.

Swinhoa’s Minivet. This endemic breeding species
was found breeding at a number of sites, mostly in
roadside trees near vilages (and in similar habitat to
thosa in Wisyuan),

Rufous-tailed Robin. Heard singing at two sites in
May,

Blue Rock Thrush. One seen, distantly, atop a
tower,

Brown, Groy ked and Fly
Yell Yellow-Bi d, Chestnut and
Little Buntings, and good numbars of Brown Shrike,

Thousand Islands Lake

Despite having a location for a nest discovered by
researchers in Agpril, wa failed to see any White-eared
MNight Herons, but did, very sadly, find an abandoned
nest with eggs shells and the skeletons of two chicks,
which | estimate to have been about Two weeks old.
A major disappointment. A pair of Chinese Spotbilts,

Dusky Thrush. One saen south of Linan City on May
Bth. A rather fate migrant.

Chestnut-crowned Warbler, Three or four respondad
well to pishing at Daming Shan.

Chinese Leaf Warbler. One seen by George Ho in
May.

Striated Yuhina. A flock seen in the western focthils.
of Tian Mu Shan was very close to the north-
easternmost limit of this species’ range.
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Pygmy Wran-babbler. One singing &t Damingshan
was also close to its northerm fimit.

Short-talled Pamotbill. Substantially north of s known
range. Found in at least six transacts in groups of cne
1o six birds, in the east and centre of the county.
Previous E China records are from mountain resenves
including Wuyi Shan in Fujan (where the type specimen
was taken by Pére David) and Ba Bao Shan in N
Guangdong. Most records came from regenerating

land edge, plar w5 Aboul
half the reconds wens of birds assoclating with Vinous-
thraated Pamotbill Bocks.

Rusty Laughingthrush. Four birds a1 approx 1000m
on Damingshan and four birds seen at another sie
wiere Bkely this species.

Yatlow-bellied Tit. Nated on one occasion on both
October and May surveys,

Bull-headed Shrike. Ona ssan by John Holmes during
the October count.

Daurian Starding. A small fiock seen by John Holimes
during the October count.

Crested Bunting. A female on upland paddy in the
tar west of Linan on one date in May.

Finally, warmest thanks are due to Chris Wood of
Zheiang University for organizing the survey and driving
me 1o Wisyuan and Thousand Islands Lake, to John
Hoimes and George Ho from HKBWS wha joined me
in October and May respectively, and from Zhejang
University, ¥iao LI, Xiao Huang and Xao Jiang, and
Mr Li and to Todd Wood who participated in the May
surey.

Wuyuan

Atter a four-hour drive from Hangzhou with my non-
anmmecrﬂsmmmmvmhﬂem
o Wiryuan County, and found in the dark a hotel that
turned out to overlook a lovely stretch of river and

Kingfishers, a fall of Brown Shrikes, plus Silky and

Black-necked Starfings, Chinese Blackbird, Oriental
Magpie Robin, Plumbecus Redstart, Grey and
‘White Wagtalls, the peercing song of Mountain Bush
Warbler, a couple of White-winged Terns hawking
mlmmormmww\u‘mmmm
and Black Bitterns.

| dipped on the Brewn Wood Owl at Shaog in Wuyuan,
possibly ewing 1o the poor weather. However, both
Black Eagle and Pied Falconet wers simullanecusty
In view at one point. Other birds hera included a
Striated Prinia - a rare bird in Crina, three Barred
Owlets and & couple of Great Barbets, and tha
dedghtful sight of a flock of 25 Silky Starlings folowing
an old man ploughing his fields behind a Water Buffaio,

W found about 10 Blue-crowned Laughingthrush
in one of the traditional breeding sites near Wuyuan
City, along with a fine supporting cast of Swinhoe's
Minivet, Ashy and Hair-crested Drongo, Jay and
Black-naped Oriole. We just spent a few minules
here and were not able to find Mandarin, but 2's fkaly
they're stil prasant

However, more disturbing than the lost WENH chicks
was the new highway through a key valley for the
lsughingthrush. Wuyuan used to stand out in China
tor the beauty of its scenery, but this highway is a
rrisjor bight. It has even smashed straight through the
vilage where a pair of Pied Falconet raised thea chicks
a few yiars ago.

Japanese Marsh Warbler breeding

at Poyang

Ancther plece of inferesting news was hearing about
the first breeding record of Japanese Marsh Warblers
at Payang. A friend (Mr Lin} | called to get directions
to the owl was watching the first nest of this speces
- complate with three chicks - to be found in Central
China as he spoke to mel It may be that birds have
gmwmlomdmmuaamwmm
breeding grounds following several years of drought,
and are trying out the potantial of thedr wintering
grounds:



Reed Parrotbills at Dongtan NNR,

Chongming, Shanghai

Taking advantage of the fact that we travelled 1o

Hangzhou via Shanghai, John Helmes and | made a

lightning twitch to Dongtan for Reed Parrotbill

Paradoxomis heudi, found only in reedbed habitats in

Eastern China, Mongolia and Ussuriland in sastem

Russia. It has been recorded from Liacning, Hebel,

Tianjin, Shandang, Jangsu, Shanghal. There ame also

recent records from up the Yangzi at Nanjing, and

south to Hangehou Bay in Zhefiang. Dongtan is probably

the most reliable and accessible place 1o see this

specias.

Tha intand records from Inner Mongokia and Hellongiiang

and Ussuriland (Sberia) and Mongolia and refier o the

subspecies poliovanus, which may wel bea ful species,

and possibly a sencusly threatened one, owing to the

several years of drought that have had such an impact

on the wetlands of Manchuria.

Logistically our twitch worked very wel:

» Through train; Hong Kong-Shanghal ($103%/psn in
2 bed cabin) arr: 1530 (26hrs)

= Taxi to Bao Yang Pier from underground taxi rank (1
hour, CNY 83)

* Ferry to Chongming lsland (80 minutes, 30 minute
boats also available)

» Tani 40 mins to Dongtan town Inn (CNYSS) arrving
after dark.

« Dongtan inn is basic {shared washing facilities), but
claan: ([CNYT0 per night)

*+ Local minibus tax - CNY20 each way from the resenve
entrance

* A permit is recuired o walk info the reedbeds beyond
the bund (not obtained, and no need 1o do 50 10 Sea
the parrotbilis)

‘We were greatly helped in these arangements by
Professor Ma, Ms Gan Xiaajing and Jimmy Choi of
Fudan University, which has a research station in
Dongtan. On the morming of our visit we were met at

Bam by Ms Gan with local van driver, Mr 'Yin, and
arrived at the resenva about ten minutes aler.

There was lots of noise coming from the reeds and we
immediately heard several Reed Parrotbils snging, but
it was 30-40 minutes before we found one snging
from the top of a reed stem about S0m away. it locks
superficially similar to Grey-headad Parotbll - grey
head, strong tlack supercilium, targe dark eye, but
with & bigger, stronger-looking yellow bil. This individual
showed nudous flanks, meating on the lower bely, whie
the rest of the underparts, from chin to undertail, was
a light buffy-white. The back and wings were a rich
ichestnut brown, contrasting strongly with the grey
head. The tail was aiso longer, simmer and darker than
Grey-headed Parrotbil.

Later we saw a group of scruffy, straggle-taled uvenies
staggering clumsily about a nearby stand of reeds,

] ol whirring
wings. John also saw anather individual land on top
of a read, and immediatety side down it as i it were
@ fireman's pole.

Other birds of interest in the reeds included a showy
male Siberian Rubythroat, Orental Reed \Warbler, several
flatulent-sounding Water Ralls, several Long-tafled and
a sngle Brown Shrike and a couple of Dusky Warblers.
A flock of about 200 Bam Swalows and a Sand Martin
went south, whie other cbvious migrants included a
Wrynack, 20 Black-winged Stilts and a group of
unidentified marsh tems. As we had to be in Hangzhou
by the end of the day we were finished by 0830 and
caught the 0915 ferry back to Shanghai.




Amondg rarities which had bean found
earlier in the winter, the following
continued to be reported in this
month: two Lesser White-fronted
Geese at Lok Ma C {and
occasionally Mai P
Shrike a1 Tai Po Kau, a Speckled
Piculs, Sulphur-breasted Warbler
and White-throated Fantal at Ng Tung
Chai, and a Lesser Tree Duck,
Femugnous Duck, Carrion Crow and
Daurian Jackdaw, all at Mai Po.

It continued to be a good winter for
thrushes, with Grey-backed and
Japanese being fairly widespread in
this month and Brown-headed and
Dusky regularly sighted at Arfieid
Road (Sek Kongl and Long Vabey
and cocasionaly elsewhera, whilst
there were two Chestrut-bellied Rock
Thrushes once again at Kadoorie
FBG.

Single Asian Parackse Flycatchers,
the first in winter for a number of
years, were found at three different
localities - Kam Tin, Ping Long (near
Ng Tung Chail and Tal Po Kau.

These apart, hightights of the first
week of the month wera a Norhem
Lapwing, a Common Resed Bunting
and five Buff-bellied Pipits at Mai Po
(BS, PdL) and a Goodson's Leaf
Wackiee, “Biyth's Leaf Warblar™-1ype
and vnidentified Spectacled Warbier
at Ho Gbung (MT). In the second
week, anarival of Biack Bulbus was
notéd, Wilh up to 15 at Tai Po Kau
Headiang, Tai PoKat.and Mg Tung
Chai (RB. EMSK). and there ware
ropors’ of a Chestnut-crowned

Warbler at Ping Long [EMSK), an
Ancient Murrelet at Sal Kung, singse
Siaty-backed and Kamchatka Gulls
from the boardwalk (MLC), a Ruddy
Crake at Pui O (P5). a drake Baikal
Toal at Mai Po (KL) and a recond count
of 8000 Pied Avocets in Deep Bay
(YT). Th third and fourth weeks
brought reponts of up to sx Commaon
Rosafinches at Mong Tseng, Kam Tin
and Airfield Road (MLC, JAA, EMSK).
Rare wintenng warblers in the form
of & Paddyfisld Warbler and a Pallas's
Grasshopper Warbder ware found at
Mai Po and Lok Ma Chau

respectively (PUL). On 217, thene were
reports of a White-spectacied Warbier
at Ng Tung Chal (KP¥K) and the §
Pale Martins Riparia (di
fohkienansis of the year at Mai PO
As the month ended, a Japanese
Grosbeak and Ulﬂr.«-r'ar:ed Oricla
wee found at Ng Tung Chal (EMSK),
the latter also beng ssen in the frst
few days of March

| March 07—
The two Lesser White-fronted Geesa,
the major birds of e winter, were
requiary reported at Mal Po and Lok
Ma Chau up 10 287, having spent
alimast five manths in the Deap Bay
area. Other ranities which continusd
o be reported in this month were tha
Bul-headed Shrike at Tai Po Kau jup
1o 247), the Speckled Picuet al Ng
Tung Chai and the Lesser Tree Duck,
Camion Crow and Daurian Jackedaw
at Mai Po, the latter thrae species all
remaining into April. A good vasiely
of thrushes were reportid througho
the month, most notably at Airf
Road.

A Russel Bush thar found at Po

Tol on 5™ (GW) may have been &
migrant, but unequivecable signs of
g migration were nated in the
Mai Po-Lok Ma Chau area on Bth
when 50 Astan House Marins were
present. The arrival of a Ruddy
Turnstone, a Nordmann's
Greanshank and 10
Sandpipers at Mal Po on 127 was
the first clear sign of shorebird
passage there, Only a rather waak
gull passage, however, was detected
in Deep Bay.

Curlew

A single Gray-faced Buzzard at Lin
Ma Hang on 14 [AA) was followed
by ten more at Po Tol the next day,
when two Silver-backed Needietails
were also sean (GW), ilst a
Farruginous Flycatcher at Ng Tung
Chal on 20th [EMSK) was the first
sign of spring flycatcher passage.

Sea-walching from Po Toi and from
bboats in nearby waters led to sightings
ol one Streaked Shearwater, up o
five Anciant Murrelets, 94 Heuglin's
Gulis and up to 10 Pomarine Skuas,
al during 107-18%, and two Streaked
Shearwaters, two Ancient Mumeiets,
two Pomarine and three Long-tailed
Skuas on 26" (YYT, GT)

In Tal Po Kau, an Asian Paradise
Fiycatcher, presumably the indivicual
found in February, was repored on
17™ and a Mrs Gould's Sunbird was
prasant during 18"-23 (MRL)
Mumbers of Biack Bulbuls reached
a peak of about 30 at this time.

Up 1o four Bright-capped Cisticolas
wene present in the Lin Ma Hang-Ta
K Ling area on 147 and 22 (AR
and & Brown Bush Warbler was heard
at Sha Lo Tung on 207 and 247 (KB}
A Forest Wagtald was seen at Chaung



Chau on 21% and 22° (MDW). A
report of a singing Eastern Crowned
‘Warbler, at Ng Tung Chai on 25"
[EMSK), was unusual,

In the last few days of the month,
fycatchers became fairly widespread
and there were sightings of a Daurian
Starking at Po Tol on 27™ (GW), an
unusual spring record, single Ashy
Minivets at Po Toi and Cheung Chau,

Japanese and two Pale Thrushes en
B (EMSK). Visits 1o Tai Mo Shan on
13%-14" turmad up two Upland Pipits,
a Biue Rock Thrush; a Lange Grass
Warbler, two singing Russet Bush
Wablers and four singing Brownish-
flanked Bush Warblers. A Crested
Honey Buzzard was nated at Tai Po
Kau Headland on 147 MLC),

Mai Po and Po Tol, however, were

a flock of 14 Oriental
beside the Mal Po access road, and
50 unidentified grey minkvets (Ashy
andfor Swinhoe's) and 200 Chestut
Bulbuls at Tai Po Kau Headfand on
31 (RB).

[ April 07 N
Whilst not being a classic, this was
a maonth of sustained interest with
two potential firsts (Common Cuckoo
and Red-breasted Flycatcher, bath
at Po Toi) and a good passage of
shorebirds in Deep Bay marked by
record numbers of Curlew
Sandpipers.

The month opened with a sedes of
reports from the central NT, including
205 Chestnut Bulbuls at Tai Po Kau
Headland on 1% (KB}, a new high
count, single Hodgson's Hawk
Cuckoos singing at Ng Tung Chai
and Tai Po Kau ,also on 1% [EMSK,
RWL), a first-summer male
Uitramarine Flycatcher at Kadoore
Farm on 3 (RWL), possibly the
individdual photographed there in early
January, and single Mugimakl,
Farruginous, Narcissus, Hainan Biue,
Asian Brown and Asian Paradise
Flycatchers, a good variety, all at Tai
Po Kau on 3% (KPK), with 30 Black
Buibuls there the next day (MOW). A
smattering of thrushes wene found,
=ginly 8t Ng Tung Chai, including a

the v nost intermst,
Trroughout the first hal of the month
the fishponds beside the Mai Po
access road attracted up to 22
Oriental Pratincoles and good
numbers of House Swifts and
hirundines including up to 50 Pale
Marting fohkienensis on 3™ (PJL). An
Criental Plover was briefly present on
one drained pond on 7 ([EMSK).
Amang shorebirds noted on the
resenve or from the boardwalk at this
time were Bar-talled Godwits in recond
spring rumibars, with 94 on 4" rising
10114 on 8%, and very good numbers
of Nordmann's Greenshanks, the
peak count being 46 on 97, Numbers
of Curlew Sandpipers, in contrast,
were much lower than usual until a
record influx later in the menth. An
odd *rufous-morph” Kentish Plover
was naoted from 6% (PRK). The first
Spoon-billed Sandpiper of the year
was found on 10" and at least five
were present on 13", when thea
wera also saven Asian Dowitchers.
The gver-wintering Lesser Trea Duck,
Daurian Jackdaw and Carrion Crow
all remained into the first weak or
longer. Tha first Swinhoe's Egrets of
the year were noted on ™ and a
rather late Fuddy Sheiduck was found
on 147 (PRK), remaining until at least
25" A Brambling was present on
15", the day after one was found at
Kam Tin. Elsewhere in the Deep Bay

area. there wore l&hs of single
Chestrut-eared Buntings at Lok Ma
Chau, Long Valiey apd riee Mai Po
during 3™-10™, at
Long Valley on 5% and 9, 15 Ashy
Minivets at Lok Ma Chau on 8% and
28 Grey-faced Buzzards and a
Daurian Staring at Ma Tso Lung, aiso
on 8™,

Po Toi, which has proved to be a
magnet for rarities in recant years,
hosted two potential Hong Kong firsts
in the space of four days - a Commoan
Cuckoo photographed on 4% (GW)
and a Red-breasted Flycatcher
photographed on 7% (P&MW) and
also presant on 11™, The island also
attracted a wide variety of fycalchers
during 311" including up 1o three
Narcissus, threa Femuginous and 12
Blue-and-white Flycalchers. Among
ofher reports from this island and
nearty waters in the first half of the
month wers a Streaked Sheanvater,
up to 27 Grey-faced Buzzards, five
Chinese Goshawks, two Great
Crested Terns, four Aleutian Terns,
three Lang-tailed Skuas, a possible
Booboks (almast daily), 8 very sarty
Doflarbird (on 39), two Swinhoa's
Minivets, 21 Ashy Minivets, a Pechora
Pipit. a Siberian Blua Robin, a rather
late Whita's Thush fon 157), a Dusky
Thrush, 8 Two-barred Greenish
‘Warbler, single Chestnut-cheeked
Starfings on 3 and 107) and up to
two Japanesa Yallow Buntings (GW,
YYT, GIC, PEMW, etc).

Coverage of other islands also tumed
up records of interast. Haghlights at
Dong Ping Chau were a Himalayan
Swiftlet on 5™ [JAA), 30 Ashy and
Tthrea Swinhoe's Minivels on 67 (CM),
a Slaty-legged Crake, fve Swinhoe's



and-white and two Narcissus
Fiycatchers, all on 77 (JAA). Passage
of Ashy Minivets was noted al Lamma
from 5" to 9™ with a peak of 31 on
the first date (GS), whilst an Indian
Cuckoo at Cheung Chau on Sth was
the first of the year (MDW),

Elsewhera during the first half of the
maonth, thera were reports of a
Marcissus Flycatcher at Ap Lei Chau
on 57 (D), four Biue-taled Bee-eaters
at Clearwater Bay on 7™-8" (AH), a
rather late Chinese Blackbird at Mul
Wa an 10" (PA) and a variaty of

_WatPa'lbiwanha

“Madgson's Hawk Cuckoo on 167

and a Drongo Cuckoo on 197, As an
indication of the range of spring
migrants occurring on the island in
the second half of April, birds seen
on the istand or fiying by during 197
25" included a Malayan Night Heron,
three Chinese Goshawks, a Japanese
Sparrowhawk, two Grey-faced
Buzzards, two Northern Booboks, an

Tung on 18" (MDW) and singing
Hodgson's Hawk Cuckoos at the
latter site on Z3rd and at Sek Kong
Catchment on 26™ (RWL), seven
Dolarbirds at Ho Chung on 229 (MT),
and a Black Baza and Chinese
Goshawk at Fung Yuen on 28",
Finally, at Mui Wo five Dollarbirds and
three Black-winged Cuckoo-shrikes
ware present on 257-26™ (PS).

Asctic Skua, fve Pom Shuas,
two Great Crested Terms, 21 Aleutian
Terns, an Eyabrowed Thrush, a Grey-
sireaked Flycatcher, a Farruginous
Flycatcher, two Blue-and-white
Flycatchers, a Daurian Starling, two

shorebirds at Shui Hau (Lantau) on  Tristram’s Buntings and two Black-
14" including a Grey-headed naped Oricles (GW, KJ ot ai). The
Lapwing, a Ruddy Ti anda F ginous Flycatcher was also
Gray-taled Tattier (PS). present on 267, making it the [lest

Mai Po was a little quieter in the
second half of the maonth, though &
Dronga Cuckoao on 1687 (JAA) was a
nice surprise and a count of 10,982
Curlew Sandpipers on 177 (Y¥T), a
racoed by aimost 5000 birds, was all
the mare unexpected in view of the
refafively low numbers earker in the
month. Other notabla reports inchuded
up to four Spoon-billed Sandpipers
during 177-29", single Piad Harriers
an 177 and 237, up 10 16 Blue-taled
Bee-gaters during 167-26" [BS, KL,
MH), a total of 75 Black-faced
Spoanbills on 23, a good mumibsr
e the time of year, and 24 Lt Tems
on 30™. Elsawhaene in the Deep Bay
area, 20 Long-toed and two
Temminck's Stints wene at Fung Lok
Wai on 207 and, in a poor spring for
Black Bazas, two were seen at Ta
Kwu Ling on 267 and ona at Kam Tin
on 27,

The recent run of rare cuckoo

ever in spring by 10 days. Four fiy-
by Short-tailed Shearwaters wene
seen on 307 (GW).

The greatest rarfty repored fom ather
istands was an adult male Christmas
tsland Frigatebird off Dong Ping Chau
on 21% (MOW). At Lamma, up to four
Ashy Minivets were present dusing
24M.27, and flocks of Chinese
Goshawks totalling 58 on 28 and
126 on 307 were noted (GS). A boat
trip into: eastern and southem walars
on 307 tumed up a Short-tailed and
two Streaked Shearwaters (YYT).

Chief amongst reports from the NT
in the second half of the month wena
a singing Hodgson's Hawk Cuckoo,
a singing Orange-headed Thrush and
a Mountain Bulbul, all a1 Tal Po Kau
an 187 (MOW, KPK], a Eurasian Jay
{now very hard to find in Hong Kong)
thene on 2279, two Chinese Grosbeaks
at Lam Tsuen on 187, a singing Two-
barred Greenish Warbler, at Sha Lo

The anly significant breeding reports
received were from Ng Tung Chai on
207 where a young Streak-breasted
Scimitar Babbler and three young
Strigted Yuhinas were seen (EMSK),

A in Aprl, Po Toi and Mal Po were
the two best sites. If their identification
is accepted, a pessible Japanese
Murrelet and a possibie Bulwer's
Petrel are both potential first records.
for Hong Kang.

Apart from a late Silky Stariing on 197
and up 1o 18 Biue-taied Bee-eaters
on & and 13" and three there on
22°%, the lates! in spring by 2 days
{JA), all significant reponts from Mal
Po were of waterbirts. Single Spoon-
bied Sandpipers, up to two Litthe
Stints and up 1o three Nordmann's
Groenshanks were noted on sevoral
dates between 1% and 187, and there
wara also reports of a Grey-headed
Lapwing on 15 (B5) and a Dunlin
on 197 (JAA), both quite tate, as wel
as an Orental Pratincoie on 22 (YYT,
BS, JAA). Counts of 120 Asian
Dowitchers, 144 Red Knots, 2200
Aad-nacked Stints, all during 1st-5th
YY), were the highest of the month.
A search for ducks on 107 found &
Lesser Trea Duck, lour Eurasian
‘Wigeon, two Common Teal and &
Northem Shoveler (BS). and two late



Tufted Duck were on Pond 20 on 207
(BS, KL).

Eisewhere in the Deep Bay area, a
Bailon's Crake was at Lok Ma Chau
on 10th (P and a Cinnamon Bittern,
four Chestrut-winged Cuckoos and,
most surprisingly, two Large Grass
Warblers {at low altitude in lale
spring/earty summer) were found in
the Frontier Closed Asea near Lin Ma
Hang on 147 (JAA). A period of heavy
rain brought reports of esght Yeliow
Bitterms at Mai Po, a Cinnamon Bittem
at Ta Kwu Ling and a Schrenck's
Bittern at Kam Tin, all on 2&%-23%
(A8,

Po Toi attracted a vanety of migrants
including six species on dates later
than those given in The Avifauna of
Hong Kong. These were an Eastern
Crowned Warbler on 1% (the latest in
spring by 16 days), a Yellow-browed
Bunting also on 1st flatest by & days),
a Thick-billed Warblar on 17" (first
aver In spring), 8 Swinhoa's Mintval
on 21% {latest by 18 days). 8
Lanceolated Warbler an 22 (rare in
spring and the latest by 4 days) and
& Black-faced Bunting on 29th (atest
by 10 days) {GW). A possible Bubver's
Petrel, a long-awalted addition to the
Hong Kong list, was photographed
from the island on 14™ (GW). Among
rarities or other unusual reporns from
the istand were eight Blue-taled Bee-
eaters on 1%, a Northem Bocbok on
5%, @ Daurian Starling and a Silky
Starling on 6th, up to 15 Short-tailed
Shearwaters, a White-breasted
Waterhen, a Grey-headed Lapwing
and a White-cheeked Starfing, i on
13714 {GW). Following heavy rain
assocfated with a trough of low
pressura, an influx of smal bitterns.
was noted on 21222, paak counts

uis

being one Cinnamaon, two Schrencik's,
two Black and 17 Yellow Bitterns
(W)

A boat trip info easterm and southem
waters on 5% created excitement.
First, a strange small auk was found.
It was in rather poor condition and is
identification fs uncertain at the time
of writing, but the possibllity remains
that it was a Japanese Murrelet, a
patential first for Hong Kong.
Secondly, at least four and possibly
as marny as seven Grey Nghtjars were
SEEN Over open sea in the afterncan
session of this trip, Though islands
were in view, it seemed that the
nightjars wena not making for them,
but were instead staying over opan
sea, flying strongly in various
directions, sometimes straight and
very low over the water and
sometimes sighly higher and in broad
arcs. These are the first reports away
from land and the latest involving
spring migrants, Among ciher birds
seen were single Short-talled and
Streaked Shearwaters, two Arctic
Skuas, one Bridied, 15 Common, 10
Aleutian, two Gull-biled, 28 Whiskered
and 750 White-winged Tems [J&JH,
CC, GT, MT, PAMW, YYT, et al).

Migrants or summer vistors nated
elsewhere included an Orange-
haaded Thrush and a Brown-headsd
Thrush at Mount Austin on 6% (HL,
W), the latter the latest spring record
by 19 days, a Siberian Thrush and
an Asian Paradise Flycaicher at Ng
Tung Chai also on 67 (PS), a singing
Hodgson's Hawk Cuckoo at Tal Po
Kau on 12" (RWL), a possiola White-
beliied Green Pigecn at Shing Mun
on 157 (CHF), and a Grey-headed
Lagwing at Pul O {PS) and thee Siky
Starlings at Tai Mei Tuk (RWL, all on
200,

Successhd breeding was noted for
Mountain Talorbird (a recently fledged
young attended by an adult at T Po
Kau on 2%, HKBWS web-site
phatos), Asian Barmed Owiet (three
recently fledged young at Kam Tin
on 5", HKBWS web-site photos),
Red-rumped Swallow {four juveniles
at San Tin on 23", JAA) and Black-
winged Stit {a record 31 pairs at Ma
Poin late May, incuding some aeady
with chicks, BS). Also, a juvenile
Orange-haaded Thrush was reporied
at Ho Chung on 117 and 12" (KKG)
and a White-cheeked Starling was
seen camyng food at Kam Tin an
227 (JAA). However, concem was
o on the HKEWS web-site

Passage of Chinesa was
Bght aven at the beginning of the
moanth, and the peak count at Lamma
this month was five on 19 (GS). Also
noted at Lamma were hwo Fad Turtie
Doves on 8" (GS) and a Northern
Boobok on 9 (JAA). At Cheung
Chau, twelve Arctic Warblers were
jpresent on 137 and two Bridled, two
Roseate, 20 Black-naped and 11
‘White-winged Terns were nated in
nearty waters during the wet weather
of 22 MDW).

pages aver M‘ﬁparanmr senous
decling in the pumber of harons and
egrets nesting thes Kong.




Judith Fruin-Ball

Judith Fruin-Ball
passed away in March
this year after a
characteristically
determinad battle
against a long iiness.

Before they left
Hong Kong for
Australia and New

Zealand Judith and
her husband
L were

Judith was ak iastic and
birder, and | had the great pleasure of guiding for
her and Lawrence in Yunnan (where we saw Sclater's
Monai - one of China's rarest and least seen birds),
Jiangxi, North Sichuan, Qinghai and Xinjiang. After
leaving Hong Kong Judith moved to Australia to
study for a Master's Degree in Environmental
Management at Macquarie University from which
she graduated with High Distinction and the Vice-
Chancellor's Prize. She then went on to start a PhD
which examined the ethics of spocles recavery

kean birders,
strong supporters.
of HKBWS, and
feliow members of the Eagles Bird Race team.

Judith's principal contribution to conservation
in Hong Kong was as a key member of the group.
that led the Long Valley Campaign for HKBWS.
She brought many years of axperience as a litgation
lawyer to bear on drafting the Society's objection
to the Spur Line E1A. For the first time HKBWS was
able to make the best use of the Society's bird data
and knowledge. By combining it with Judith's ability
fo compare an ELA report with the legal requiremients
of the EIA Ordinance we were for the first time able
to mount a challienge based on BOTH ecological
data AND on sound legal arguments. We all km:m'
that ly the i
Department agreed with Judith and HKBWS,
rejected the Spur Line EIA and Long Valley is, at
least in part, now under HKBWS , while
the trains will zip safely by in a tunnel underneath,

However Judith's influsnce went far beyond
this. Since Long Valley, HKBWS continues to use
the same technigue. Now, we challenge

it o -

the proposals of developers against the appropriate
legisiation. A good example of this can be seen in
the article about wind farms and White-bellied Sea
Eagles in Bulletin 202. In a growing number of cases.
our challenges are upheld. And because developers
understand that HKBWS has learned how to use
the law to make viable challenges, they increasingly
take the trouble to consult with HKBWS and offer
environmental NGOs early in the planning process,
and to adapt thedr projects to avoid harming sensitve:
species or habitats. Some legacy!

= d some of th
quaslwaboul what makes peoplemaboul the
envirenment.

Sadly Judith's iliness meant she was not able
to complete her studies and she moved from
Australia 1o the Bay of lslands in New Zealand where
she remained deaply interested in conservation.
She even joined a local Maori and his dogs in
tracking and killing a Wild Pig (a pest species in
New Zeatand) and helped to camry it out of the forest,
gaining her great face in the local community!
However even in her last couple of weeks Judith's
interest in birding remained strong and it was a
great pleasure to enjoy wonderful close views of a
party of Brown Teals with her and Lawrence - a rare
and rather shy endemic, and new bird for all of us
= during a brief visit in March.

Cwer and above her passion for birding and
conservation Judith loved a party. She had the
wonderful gift of being able to relate to and bring
together people from all walks of life, No one who
was there will forget the wonderful peacock costume.
in which she presided over a terific fancy dress
party she and Lawrence gave shortly before leaving
Hong Kong.

A clesing memory that absolutely typifies
Judlth s humeour, passion and relentless

ion in the cause of . Just a
couple of weeks before she died Judith announced
that when she was finally gone she was detenmined
not to go quietly, but would gather together the
ghests of the great conservationists of the past and
get them to haunt George Bush and other world-
class desecrators of the environment until they
mended their ways! Bearing this in mind *Rest in
peace” seems (a) unlikely (b) not particularly
worthwhile, and {c) not nearty so much fun!




Tsim Bel Tsul (Crested Bulbul Chity Mmm

08:00 Tin Chak Estate Shopping Centre, Tin Shul Wal

Tai Po Kau
uE ) carpark, end 12:30

Lx.ChiWu

flong hiking 1o this rarely visited area)

Manthly Gathering - [Froje

21 Now (Wad) Venue: Rm 1101, Scout As:
19:00 - 20:30 Speakers: Mr, Lam Chiu Ying
|1\.||,ml\. 0, non-member $30)
25 Nov (Suri Sha Lo Tung . ’
0B:00- 1230 | 08:00 Tai Po Market KGR station, end 12:30 Fung Yuen Bright-capped Cisticata
1 Dec (Sat) Nam Sang Wal tCrBS‘BB Bulbut Cluty Acthvity)
03.(:0-13:(?0 BGC(JPWSQH&JDQCEOBSNDD
Sal Kung Tai Long Wan the most scenic
(18:00 Sai Kung minibus terminal, end 17:00 Pak Tam Au hiking tradl in HiK
Nam Sang Wal A
(08:00 Yuen Long West Ral Station, end 12:30 Velecs
Tl Polca Forest birds

08;00 carpark, end 12:30

08:00 Tai Po Market KCR station, and 17:00 Luk Keng

@ Further detaits or change(s) of outinga/indoor mestings will be announced in the HKBWS Website www.hkbws.ong.hk
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Cede of cgndugt fer Bir’dxmtching and Bird Phetegraphy
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] ] o stucy, 2. Protect Sensitive Sites.

and consarvation of birds in Heng Keng. In addtion, the Siles such a8 nests, seabird colonics and the roost of rarties
L ] Society aiso faciitates the exchange of and P i

nformation reiated 1o birdwatching. In recent years, mone ” P i) e
n and more peopke in Hong Kong becoms interasted in :' mm:mm:‘:m;m q

o w b sonsiive £ 5 . o
] o et ; o) Can''s 1o avoid bringing ¢, Do not disturb nests and their surrounding vegetation, or o

Lo, St mm’““'m"" . nest could b Bbandoned o becorme exposed 1o predatons

I bl provida & madel 100 4 syyars nfoemation about th Stes with ciscretion and do fot

L "dp"'é,mhmn 5 gﬂrw'x“"' reveal it casually in public. Explain clearly to those who may
i odys o has chenn up e foloWng. iy nciarstand tho Gooe, 1o aveid bringing disturbiance fo the

cod. M is intanded to be a refarence and guide to both sile
: i A e 0. Bawane that your actions may attract urwantod attention and
% 1, The Weltare of Birds Comes First s oo 10 the she

mmwwwuwwwswomm
out with mini tio the birde. D

must be avoided as far &5 possible.

Stop # the binds appear disturbed, Begn 10 move sway
o gxhitat cther abnommal reaction

b. Exgrcise addtional precautions whan the aclivty is
undertaken wih @ large group of pecpie

Do ot attempt 10 influence the bahaviour of birds, 6.9,
Iy fushing, chasing or balting

Use flash coly sparingly

Do not damage the natural environment

o

LS

3. Report Disturbances
M you find peopls disturting or causing harm to binds, advise
against the act when it is safe 1o do so. H thay cannat ba
stopped, ke photos and repor to the AFCD as $000 0%
possible. Fost a report at the Society"s onling Fanum,

4. Respect Others
8 Snase the fun - avold disturbing ather birdwatchers or
on sie,

phaotographers
b. Take care not 1o damage faciies of crops at the site. !3"51



Cuckoos I

In this issue, we are again posting

some photos of the cuckoos
found in Hong Kong. Birder

"Swing" shares with us his

experience in taking pictures of

the cuckoo baby and its foster

mother!

ng, | noted some movement at
bushes on the opposite bank of
catchwater. Oh! It was a koel
flapping its wings in the bushes!
denly, a Black-necked Starling
, and the young bird moved
en more vigorously. | thought they
were fighting initially but then I noted
f _:ihax the starling was actually feeding
the young koel. Then it all became
lear to me... the Black- necked

g was cheated and she was its
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