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Press Release


 ”Important Bird Areas in Asia” launched today
As home to threatened birds, Mai Po and Tai Po Kau are included on the list

Hong Kong, 18 November 2004 – The first comprehensive inventory of Asia's[1] most important places for birds and biodiversity “Important Bird Areas in Asia” (IBA) was launched today at the 3rd IUCN’s World Conservation Congress[2] in Bangkok.  Among the over 2000 IBAs on the list, more than half have no legal designation, or are only partially protected by law.  BirdLife’s Hon. President HIH Princess Takamado of Japan pointed out that the IBA inventory provides a sound basis for development of national conservation strategies and protected areas programmes, and highlights areas that should be safeguarded through wise policies and land-use planning. 
“Important Bird Areas in Asia”, published today by BirdLife International [3,4], identifies 2,293 sites, covering 7.6% of the region's total land area.  The book includes two important bird areas in Hong Kong[5]; these are “Inner Deep Bay and Shenzhen River Catchment” and “Tai Po Kau, Shing Mun and Tai Mo Shan”, together covering 65km2 and approximately 6% of land area in Hong Kong.

Beginning from the floodplain in Long Valley, the “Inner Deep Bay and Shenzhen River Catchment” IBA comprises the area along the Shenzhen River catchment, including Ma Tso Lung, Lok Ma Chau, Mai Po, Inner Deep Bay, Nam Sang Wai, Tsim Bei Tsui and the coast to Sheung Pak Nai.  Habitats in the IBA include fishponds, gei wai (tidal shrimp ponds), mangrove, mudflat and farmland. It regularly holds 11 globally threatened and 26 congregatory bird species.  Nevertheless, parts of this area that lies outside the Ramsar site still receive neither protection nor attention. 
The “Tai Po Kau, Shing Mun and Tai Mo Shan” IBA includes 2 Country Parks (Tai Mo Shan and Shing Mun), 4 Special Areas (Tai Po Kau Nature Reserve, Ng Tung Chai Special Area, Tai Mo Shan Montane Scrub Forest, and Shing Mun Fung Shui Woodland) and 4 SSSIs (Ng Tung Chai, Tai Mo Shan, Tai Mo Shan Montane Scrub Forest, and Shing Mun Fung Shui Woodland).  Four species of conservation concern have been record in this IBA (See Appendix 1).

In terms of numbers, India has the highest count of IBAs (465), China comes second (445), followed by Indonesia (227).  In terms of area, the 1,134,546 km2 of IBAs in China accounts for half of the total IBAs area in the region.  976 (43%) of the Asian IBAs are unprotected and a further 325 (14%) are only partially protected.  The inventory warns that one in eight of the region's 2,700 birds are threatened with extinction unless these areas are adequately protected and managed. 
‘We welcome the launch of “Important Bird Areas in Asia”. Identifying and publicising information about these biodiversity hotspots will help Governments and other stakeholders around the region to make more informed decisions about protecting and enhancing our biodiversity resources’ said Mike Kilburn, Chairman of the Conservation Committee of the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society (HKBWS). “Equally important, it highlights Hong Kong’s international responsibilities in protecting threatened species and their habitats.”

In addition to the well known wetland area, Hong Kong’s second IBA also recognises the value of our mature woodlands and upland grassland habitats. This designation reflects the regeneration of forest areas since the end of World War II, with Tai Po Kau and Shing Mun among the most mature forest areas in Hong Kong.
Geoff Carey, Chairman of the HKBWS Records Committee pointed out: ‘As a catchment area managed by the AFCD, Tai Po Kau receives a high degree of protection against development and human disturbance. It is gradually becoming more mature, drawing in many woodland birds including minivets, warblers and thrushes.  There have also been records of species of global conservation concern such as Brown-breasted Jungle Flycatcher and Japanese Paradise Flycatcher.’ 

Among the hills between Tai Po Kau, Shing Mun and Tai Mo Shan, an ecological corridor has been established and is protected. More than 150 species of birds have been recorded there.

“Important Bird Areas in Asia” took 8 years to complete, involving hundreds of ornithologists, volunteers and government staff in 28 countries and territories across the entire Asia region. Simba Chan, the International Coordinator of the IBA Programme in Asia and one of the main compilers, commented: ‘that almost half of the IBAs in Asia (43%) do not receive any protection at all is quite alarming.  IBA compilation in China has just begun. We believe there should be more sites to be identified in the future, as birdwatching is getting popular in China.’ Simba was born and educated in Hong Kong but moved to work at the Wild Bird Society of Japan (BirdLife partner in Japan) since 1995.

BirdLife International releases the following at today’s press launch:
· Dr Mike Rands, Director of BirdLife said, ‘One of the big conservation challenges for the next few years is to fill these gaps in the region's protected areas network. The inventory of sites in Important Birds Areas of Asia shows where the effort needs to be concentrated.’ He added, ‘It is also vital that those areas which have protection on paper are protected and managed in practice in a proper and sustainable way. We must ensure that their unique value for wildlife is recognised by local and national authorities, as part of the broader social and political process.’ 

· Noritaka Ichida, Director of BirdLife International's Asia Division, based in Tokyo, commented: ‘The major threat affecting IBAs in Asia is the loss or degradation of habitat – particularly the clearance of rainforests for palm oil and other estate crops, the conversion of wetlands and grasslands for agricultural land, and the development of infrastructure such as road networks and dams. Other threats – pollution, introduced species and wild bird trade – all increase the pressure for these precious areas and their wildlife.’
One of BirdLife's key strategies is to address the conservation needs of Asia's Important Bird Areas, and encourage local people and NGO networks to get involved in site conservation, so as to ensure sites are managed in a mutually beneficial way for people, birds and other wildlife. 

- ENDS - 
For further information, please contact:

Carrie Ma, Manager (Projects and Communication), Hong Kong Bird Watching Society

Tel: 2377 4387 / 9041 3021

E-mail: hkbws@hkbws.org.hk

Simba Chan, Head, International Centre, Wild Bird Society of Japan


Tel: +81-42-593-6871     (Japan: 14-15 November evening)

Tel: +082-41-665-0900    (S. Korea: at CF Hotel, after 11pm)

Ed Parnell, Communications Officer, BirdLife International, UK,
Tel: +44 1223 279 809
E-mail: ed.parnell@birdlife.org
Richard Thomas, Communications Officer, BirdLife International, UK,
Tel: +44 1223 279 813
E-mail: richard.thomas@birdlife.org
For Download
1. 
Photos of birds and environment of Hong Kong IBAs
    
http://www.hkbws.org.hk/BirdLife/IBA/photos.zip (see “readme.doc” for usage of pictures)

2.
Detail information of “Inner Deep Bay and Shenzhen River Catchment”
http://www.hkbws.org.hk/fileServer/Projectofficer/IBA/IBA_deepbay.pdf

Detail information of “Tai Po Kau, Shing Mun and Tai Mo Shan”
http://www.hkbws.org.hk/fileServer/Projectofficer/IBA/IBA_centralNT.pdf 
3. 
Photographs & Case Studies of BirdLife International
www.birdlife.org/news/pr/background/asia_ibas.html
Notes for Editors

[1]
The Asia region as defined by BirdLife International extends from Pakistan to Indonesia (excluding Irian Jaya), and northwards to China, Mongolia and Russia east of the Yenisey River.

[2] 
The 3rd IUCN World Conservation Congress is taking place in Bangkok from 17 to 25 November. For more information see: www.iucn.org/congress/about/welcome.htm
[3]
 BirdLife International is a partnership of people working together for birds and the environment. It promotes sustainable living as a means of conserving birds and all other forms of biodiversity and is the leading authority on the status of birds and their habitats. Over 10 million people support the BirdLife Partnership of national non-governmental conservation organisations and local networks. The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society (HKBWS) is an organization run by volunteer members. It is committed to research, education and conservation related to birds and their habitats. The Society organizes long-term bird monitoring schemes, conducts research and education programmes, promotes appreciation of birds, and builds community participation.  
[4] 
BirdLife is the Listing Authority for birds for the IUCN Red List, which includes all species judged to be threatened with extinction. 332 of the region's bird species are classified as Globally Threatened.

[5]
See Appendix I for detail information of IBAs: “Inner Deep Bay and Shenzhen River Catchment” and “Tai Po Kau, Shing Mun and Tai Mo Shan”.
[6] 
“Important Bird Areas” in Asia has been supported by the Governments of Japan, Denmark and the Netherlands, the Japanese private sector including Ricoh, Sekisui and the Keidanren Nature Conservation Fund, the Dutch Postal Code Lottery, as well as BirdLife Partners particularly Wild Bird Society of Japan, the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, and Vogelbescherming Nederlands.
�





香 港 觀 鳥 會


The Hong Kong Bird 


Watching Society








�





國 際 鳥 盟


BirdLife International




















PAGE  
4

