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Hong Kong Bird Report 2013: Editorial Preface

Editorial Preface

Welcome to the 2013 Hong Kong Bird Report.

This report continues the structure of previous years, including a summary of bird
observations over the course of 2013 in the Systematic List and Annual Summary, First
Papers for those species and subspecies not previously recorded in Hong Kong and
three Main Papers about the ecology of Hong Kong birds, which we hope you will
find interesting. As before, there are also some excellent photographs of Hong Kong
birds all taken in 2013. The Systematic List continues to grow from previous years,
with more records received, and this year we have also included Chinese text for the
Species Summaries.

Recent years have brought some changes to our understanding of bird taxonomy,
both in terms of the genetic structure within a species and the relationships between
different species. This has been most apparent in the changes to the Systematic List.
The Systematic List follows the latest understanding of the relationships between
species, which has prompted some major rearrangements in species order in recent
years. Inevitably this has led to some confusion among readers not familiar with the
changes, and in response to comments received from some readers, we have decided
this year to include an Index to the species in the Systematic List in both English and
Chinese.

Changes in taxonomy have also led to some species occurring in Hong Kong being
‘split” into two or more species. In some cases, the two resulting species may both
occur in Hong Kong, as has happened in recent years for Japanese/ Manchurian Bush
Warblers and Arctic/Japanese Leaf Warblers. Some of the resulting species may not
have been recorded previously but could occur and be recorded after the split. There
were two examples of this in 2013, with the addition of Japanese Tit and Martens’s
Warbler, both of which have First Papers in this report. It will surely be worth
recording distinctive subspecies with the potential for future splits and reporting these
to the Records Committee. First Papers for these distinctive subspecies are often also
included in the Hong Kong Bird Report, as is the case with Dark-sided Flycatcher of
the subspecies rothschildi / cacabata / gulmergi in this report.

Preparation of the Bird Report is a major task each year, and as always I would like
to thank the rest of the editorial team: Geoff Welch for preparing the Systematic List,
collecting photos and making sure that the report preparation runs smoothly; Gary
Chow and a group of translators for preparing the Chinese text for the report; and
Bonnie Chan and other staff of the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society office for the
final production of the report, and for sending it out to members of the society.

Of course, we also rely on contributions to the Bird Report. We encourage all readers
to submit their bird records to the HKBWS to contribute to the Systematic List, and
so that we can better understand the birds of Hong Kong. We also encourage readers
to contribute papers for the report - we welcome papers about any topic relating to
Hong Kong birds.
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Records Committee Report 2013

Geoff | Carey
Records Committee Chairman

The Records Committee met four times during 2013, and 123 Unusual Record Forms
were processed for inclusion in this Report. In total, 393 Category I and II species
were recorded during the year, matching the high counts of recent years, although
taxonomic changes over time make it problematic to make a direct comparison.

New additions to the HK List made during 2013 were as follows
Additions to Category I

Whistling Green Pigeon Treron formosae
One of the Ryukyu Islands subspecies, either permagnus or medioximus, on Po Toi on 14
November 2012.

Martens’s Warbler Seicercus omeiensis
One at Pak Sha O from 5 January to 26 February 2013.

Japanese Tit Parus minor
One photographed at HK Wetland Park on 15 January and 29 January 2013.

Slaty Bunting Emberiza siemsseni
A female at Tai Po Kau from 8 to 17 February 2013.

Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio
One at MPNR on 31 March 2013. The placing of this record in Category I was followed
by a review of all previous records, and the following records of single birds at Mai
Po Nature Reserve were placed in Category I: 14 August 1988 to 13 March 1989, 23
November 1989, 13 April to 30 May 1990, and 26 December 1990 to 4 May 1991. These
records may all refer to the same bird.

Alexandrine Parakeet Psittacula eupatria

Reclassified to Category IIB on the basis of a self-sustaining population based in
Kowloon Park. This status was confirmed through the records of the Crested Bulbul
Club taken from their weekly Guided Tours of Kowloon Park.

In addition, the following two records involved records of subspecies not previously
recorded in HK.

Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus
A Kentish Plover of the subspecies dealbatus (Swinhoe’s or White-faced Plover) was at
Tai Long Wan on 26 October 2013.

Dark-sided Flycatcher Muscicapa sibirica
An adult of one of the western subspecies rothschildi, cacabata or gulmergi was
photographed at Pui O on 29 December 2013.

-8-
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Additions to Category III

Lord Derby's Parakeet Psittacula derbiana
Two, a male and a female, photographed at Tsing Yi Park on 1 November 2013.

Javan Myna Acridotheres javanicus
One photographed at Cyberport on 26 February 2013.
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Annual Summary 2013

Geoff Welch

This summary continues with the seasonal format established in recent years. The
Systematic List takes precedence over the Annual Summary in the event of any
discrepancies.

2013 can best be described as an average year, except for the first winter period which
was very good. All three Hong Kong first records in 2013, Martens’s Warbler, Japanese
Tit and Slaty Bunting, occurred in the first two months of the year, and many unusual
species and high counts from the excellent early winter of 2012 were carried over
into 2013. The remainder of the year was relatively quiet. Spring was patchy with
some good periods interspersed with dull ones, as is frequently the case with such a
weather-dependent season, summer was uneventful, and autumn and early winter
were generally quiet albeit with some exciting moments.

The net result was a total of 393 species recorded in the year, below the 400 eventually
recorded in 2012 but fairly typical of recent years (comparisons between years of the
total species count are difficult because of changing taxonomy).

One notable feature of recent years is the ongoing decline in the number of some
species of waterbirds recorded by the monthly waterfowl counts, particularly ducks,
which can be seen from the graphs of Annual Peak Counts 1990-2013 given on
pages 244 to 255. The causes for these declines are not well understood, especially
when some related species have increased over the same time period; possible
factors include changes in wintering ranges as a result of global climate change,
habitat changes in the Deep Bay area, hunting in other parts of the species” ranges,
degradation of breeding and stop-over grounds and/or other environmental changes.

Winter 2013 (January to February)

January was sunny and dry with a long spell of northerly winds from 4t to 14th
after which the weather became warm. The first strong cold front of the year passed
through on 8th February, after which the weather became warm and dry again into
March.

Birds carried over from the exceptionally good autumn and early winter of 2012
included two Baer’s Pochard at MPNR, present until 2nd February, the Oriental Stork
at MPNR, present until 11th March, an over-wintering Crested Honey Buzzard at Tai
Po Kau until 26t February, at least three Varied Tits from the autumn 2012 irruption
of this species into east and south China at the Tai Tong entrance to Tai Lam CP to 5th
March, three Black-throated Tits and a Bianchi’s Warbler on Po Toi to 26th February
and 15t January respectively. There were good numbers of many thrushes and chats,
and irruptive flocks of Chestnut-collared Yuhina and Eurasian Siskin. New records in
January included a Chestnut-crowned Warbler and a male Japanese Robin at Tai Po
Kau and a male Small Niltava at Yung Shue O all on 15 January, and an adult female
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Slaty-backed Flycatcher at Chuen Lung near Tsuen Wan on 2" January. This was
the second Hong Kong record, near to the location of the first, a first winter female in
2008, and may have been the same bird returning. A Martens’s Warbler at Pak Sha O
from 5t January to 26th February was the first of this species recorded in Hong Kong,
and another individual was recorded at Aberdeen CP on 22" January. A Japanese Tit,
also the first record for Hong Kong, was at Wetland Park from 15t to 29th January.
Buntings featured well, with the first January records of Yellow-browed Bunting at
Pak Sha O on 12th and at MPNR on 14th January, a male Crested Bunting at Long
Valley from 15t to 215t January and at least two Red-headed Buntings there from 16th
January to 15t February. Another male Small Niltava was at Pak Sha O on 24t January.

The peak aggregate total of waterbirds in the whole Deep Bay area for the winter 2012-
13 was 61,674, 15% below the same count in winter 2011-12 and a further fall from the
average of 88,000 in the three winters from 2007-08 to 2009-10. Most duck species had
low counts, in particular Northern Shoveler, Northern Pintail and Eurasian Teal. Only
one Common Shelduck was recorded all year, on 9th February, but Gadwall were
recorded again with two at MPNR until 215t March. Shorebirds showed a better result
with good winter counts of Kentish Plover, Greater Sand Plover, Black-tailed Godwit
and Eurasian Curlew, both near-threatened species, Common Redshank and Dunlin.

Buntings remained a feature into February, most notable being a female Slaty Bunting,
the third and final Hong Kong first of 2013, recorded at Tai Po Kau following the
cold front of 8th February and remaining until 17th February, although it proved
very elusive for the many birdwatchers and photographers who tried to find it. This
coincided with an influx of Tristram’s Buntings, which peaked with a new highest
count of 27 at Kap Lung on 9th February. A Brown Bush Warbler was found in North
Lantau CP on 10t February. The winter irruptions of Chestnut-collared Yuhina and
Eurasian Siskin continued, with peak counts of 120 Chestnut-collared Yuhina between
Tai Po Kau and Shing Mun on 3" January, 60 Chestnut-collared Yuhina at Tai Lam
CP on 9th February and 40 Eurasian Siskins at Pak Tin Kong on 17th February. These
and the large numbers of thrushes and chats present in the winter quickly left Hong
Kong in the warm weather of late February. Finally in an excellent winter, a White-
spectacled Warbler was at Bride’s Pool on 24th February and a first winter Rosy
Starling was at Cyberport from 26th February to 16" March and seen by many.

Spring 2013 (March to May)

March was warmer and sunnier than usual with just one cold front on 2", April was
average, with cold fronts on 6th, 11th and 21st. May had an intense cold front on 15t
with northeast winds to 8th, but this was followed by prolonged rainy weather with
troughs of low pressure and an active southwesterly airstream over the South China
coastal areas, poor weather for both birdwatchers and birds, giving little of interest in
the second half of the month.

March was a quiet month for birds. The earliest spring record of Gull-billed Tern was
at MPNR on 1%¢, with a high count of 187 Black-tailed Gull in southern waters on 2nd
and three Black-legged Kittiwakes off Po Toi between 6th and 10th. On land, a male
Mrs. Gould’s Sunbird was photographed at Sha Tin on 9t March, a Hodgson's Hawk
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Cuckoo at Pak Sha O on 215t was the earliest spring record, a Blunt-winged Warbler
was trapped and five Ruddy-breasted Crakes were heard at MPNR on 234, an adult
Rosy Starling was photographed at Tsing Yi Park on 19th, 21 Grey-faced Buzzard
passed over Po Toi on 27t and the earliest spring record of Chinese Sparrowhawk
was at Po Toi on 30t. The rarest bird recorded for the spring was a Purple Swamphen
at MPNR on 315, the first record since 1998 and the first to be accepted as Category 1.

Spring wader passage was rather poor with an aggregate WC count of only 13,280.
Individual species which recorded low peak counts were Spotted and Common
Redshank, Marsh Sandpiper and Ruddy Turnstone but numbers of Red-necked Stint,
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and Broad-billed Sandpiper were much better than 2012
and two near-threatened species recorded high counts - Black-tailed Godwit with a
highest ever count of 2,400 on 4t April and Grey-tailed Tattler with a highest count
since The Avifauna of 174 on 24" May. Other shorebirds of note at Mai Po included a
Eurasian Oystercatcher on 5t April, three Oriental Plovers between 8t and 16th April,
three Little Curlews on 16t April and a single Pectoral Sandpiper on 14t April and
30th April. There were new highest counts of 79 Intermediate Egret at MPNR on 9th
April and 939 Gull-billed Tern from the boardwalk on 19t April. An adult summer
plumage Brown-headed Gull was at the boardwalk from 215t to 234 April.

In an exceptional spring for Brambling, a total of at least 15 birds occurred up to
18th April, with seven on Po Toi on 24 a new highest count. Three Yellow-throated
Buntings, an adult male, a female and a first year male, were on Po Toi from 15t to 3rd
April, a female Rustic Bunting was there from 9th to 20th April, a new latest spring
record, and an adult male Black-headed Bunting was photographed at Ho Man Tin on
15th, the first spring record. In a good month for flycatchers, an adult Brown-breasted
Flycatcher was at Tai Po Kau on 7th April, a Yellow-rumped Flycatcher was on Po Toi
on 14th and a Red-breasted Flycatcher was there on 27t one of at least eleven in the
year and a new latest spring record. A Fork-tailed Drongo Cuckoo was photographed
at Lung Fu Shan on 23" April, 40 Chinese Sparrowhawk were on Po Toi on the same
date and a flock of ten Black Baza was at Tai Tung Wo Liu near Ma On Shan on 28th
April.

May was a month of two distinct halves, with much to see up to 15t and little
afterwards. 67 Blue-tailed Bee-eaters were at MPNR on 2" May and 25 Pechora Pipits
were on Po Toi on the same day. Interesting records of migrants on Lantau included
44 Grey-streaked Flycatchers on southwest Lantau and another 33 at Sha Lo Wan on
4th May, 43 Arctic Warbler were at Chi Ma Wan on 5% and a first summer Malayan
Night Heron was photographed at Pui O also on 5th. Several latest spring records
occurred in the first two weeks of May - Black-naped Monarch on Po Toi on 5th, Grey-
faced Buzzard on Po Toi on 7th, Japanese Sparrowhawk on southwest Lantau on 9", a
Chestnut-eared Bunting at MPNR on 12!, an extraordinarily late Pallas’s Leaf Warbler
on Po Toi on 14t, a Fork-tailed Drongo Cuckoo calling at Pak Tin Kong from 10t to
16t and a Two-barred Warbler at Cheung Chau on 15t. A pair of Cotton Pygmy-geese
at MPNR on 12th May were the fifth HK record and the first in spring. A breeding
plumage male Watercock photographed at MPNR on 17th May was the last significant
record of May.
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Summer 2013 (June to August)

The weather in summer 2013 was average for both temperature and rainfall. Four
tropical storms over this period raised the T3 signal but only one reached T8, Typhoon
Utor on 14 August. Summer 2013 was generally very quiet for birds.

The total number of egret nests counted by the Egret Group was 758, 9% below the
average for the previous ten years and 11% below the 2012 count. Most of the decline
came from Little and Great Egret nest counts (240 and 83 respectively) whereas
Chinese Pond Heron, Black-crowned Night Heron and Cattle Egret all showed small
increases to 271, 114 and 50 respectively. Tern breeding counts showed a decrease
over the very high counts of 2012 although numbers of all three species, Bridled (579),
Roseate (284) and Black-naped Tern (455), were close to the average for the previous
three years, after an increase in coverage in southern and eastern waters started in
2010.

Confirmed or suspected breeding records included the first confirmed breeding record
of Purple Heron at MPNR (which successfully reared three young), Brown Wood Owl
in the Lam Tsuen valley and Orange-headed Thrush at TPK Headland. There were
good counts of White-shouldered and White-cheeked Starling juveniles in the Deep
Bay area. There was no proven breeding of Brown-breasted Flycatcher at Tai Po Kau
this year, although at least one adult was present there in summer, or of Grey-capped
Greenfinch, possibly due to observer coverage. Speckled Piculet and Bay Woodpecker
were recorded at Tai Po Kau and a Malayan Night Heron was heard calling in the
Lam Tsuen valley in June.

Other interesting records in an otherwise quiet summer were two Tufted Duck at
MPNR until 16th June, a Bridled Tern at MPNR on 3" July, a Black Bittern at Long
Valley on 7t July, 167 Collared Crow, a new highest count, at MPNR on 18t July, a
Black-winged Kite at Tsim Bei Tsui on 315t July, an immature Lesser Frigatebird at
Sai Kung on 3" August, two Streaked Shearwaters at Cape d’Aguilar on 14t August
following Typhoon Utor and two Black Bulbul at Ng Tung Chai on 18t August. A
Brown-chested Jungle Flycatcher at Tai Po Kau on 315t August indicated the start of
southward migration.

Autumn 2013 (September to November)

September was wet with two periods of heavy rain, during the first five days and
during the close pass of Typhoon Usagi to the north of Hong Kong in the third week
of the month. October and November were uneventful in terms of weather, with just
two spells of northerly winds, from 6t to 8" October during the passage of Typhoon
Fitow across the Taiwan Strait and the first true northerly surge on 28t November, an
unusually late date for the first surge. September was rather unexciting for birds, but
this improved through October and November culminating with a second HK record
of Pied Wheatear on 30th November following the northerly surge.

A Manchurian Reed Warbler at MPNR on 27d September was the earliest autumn
record and 70 Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler there on 6t September was a new highest
count. A Speckled Piculet at Pak Sha O on 8th September, with subsequent records
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there in October and December, suggest further expansion of this species in Hong
Kong. A white morph Asian Paradise Flycatcher was photographed on Po Toi on 15th
September, the first record of this morph since 1988, and a Fairy Pitta was also on Po
Toi on 26th September, in the same location as one in late September 2012.

A first winter Red-backed Shrike was at Long Valley on 15t and 2"d October, one day
later than a similar record in 2012. A first winter Black-headed Bunting was at She
Shan on 4th October, an earliest autumn record, and an adult male Pied Harrier, rare
for HK, was photographed at Long Valley on 7th. The second HK record of Blyth's
Pipit was also photographed at Long Valley on 9t October, the same date as the
first record in 2002. Ten Black Baza were near Sheung Shui on 14th October, a White-
throated Rock Thrush was at Tai Po Kau on 15th, 97 Amur Falcon, easily a new highest
count, were at Long Valley on 17, and a juvenile Baillon’s Crake was also there
from 17 October into November. A White-breasted Green Pigeon was at Shing Mun
on 23" October, the sixth and earliest HK record, a Sulphur-breasted Warbler was
photographed at Tai Po Kau on 26, the fifth and earliest HK record, and an adult
Malayan Night Heron was filmed at Shing Mun Valley Park on 27th. Also on 27t, four
Tundra Bean Geese were photographed flying north over Tuen Mun; these birds, the
third HK record, were relocated at Long Valley on 28t and then moved to Lok Ma
Chau WMA from 30th October until 14t November.

A Ferruginous Duck was at MPNR from 9th to 14th November with a Chestnut-
crowned Warbler on Po Toi also on 9. A juvenile Baillon’s Crake found at Hong
Kong Park on 13t stayed until 28th and attracted a lot of attention from photographers
and casual passers-by who wondered what was happening. A Mew Gull at the Mai
Po boardwalk on 15th November was a first ever autumn record for this species. A
walk around southwest Lantau on 17th November produced new highest counts of
17 Japanese/Manchurian Bush Warblers, 33 Rufous-tailed Robins and 48 Daurian
Redstarts, and 200 Chinese Penduline Tits at MPNR on 19th was another new highest
count. Male and female Crested Buntings were at Long Valley from 17th to 24th
November, a Brown Bush Warbler was trapped at MPNR on 19th a female Rustic
Bunting was at Deepwater Bay Golf Club on 20th with a male at Long Valley on 27,
a male Baikal Teal was at MPNR on 239, a first winter Yellow-throated Bunting was
at Tai O on the same date and two Swinhoe’s Minivets at Pak Tin Kong, Lam Tsuen,
on 25th November were the latest autumn record. The most surprising and exciting
record of the autumn was a first-winter Pied Wheatear found on the boundary fence
of the Clockenflap Arts and Music Festival at west Kowloon on 30th November; this
was the second record for Hong Kong, the first being in 1989.

Winter 2013 (December)

December was cold with daily temperatures below average from 16t to the end of the
month and continuous cold northerly winds.

A juvenile Black Stork drifted over Mount Davis on 15t December. Good duck records
at MPNR included five Falcated Duck on 2"d December, a Baer’s Pochard from 4th to
year end, the highest ever count of 19 Common Pochard on 5th, 12 Gadwall on 7th (a
welcome return after none were recorded in 2012) and finally a Ruddy Shelduck on
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218t the first record since 2007. Male and female Chestnut-bellied Rock Thrush were at
KFBG from 8th December with a male White-throated joining them from 18th. A Little
Curlew was at Chek Lap Kok from 18t to 25th December and three Yellow-bellied
Tits were at Sha Tin Park from 20th to 26th December, the first since 2009. A Eurasian
Jay was at Kuk Po on 22nd December, the only record of this species for 2013, the
latest ever Grey-faced Buzzard was at Chek Lap Kok on 27th and finally, a Martens’s
Warbler at Pak Sha O on 28th December was probably the same bird as the individual
seen at the same location in January.
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Systematic List
2013

Taxonomy

The Records Committee has adopted the International Ornithological Congress (I0C)
taxonomy and the scientific nomenclature that goes with it. The species list in this
Systematic List follows the taxonomy of the IOC List v4.2.

Systematic List Format

The format for each species is as follows:

i)  Title, giving common name in English, scientific name, common name in Chinese,
species category and IUCN Red List Conservation Status, where applicable.

ii) Brief description of the status in Hong Kong as at end of 2012, in italics, in both
English and Chinese.

iif) Summary of records for the year 2013.
Species category definitions are as follows:
Category I: species that have been recorded in an apparently wild state in HK.

Category ITA: southeast China breeding species, the currently established HK
breeding population of which is considered to derive from captive stock, but which
probably occurred in HK prior to habitat changes.

Category IIB: extralimital species that, although originally introduced to HK by
man, maintain a regular feral breeding stock without necessary recourse to further
introduction.

Category IIC: previously established feral species.

Category III: species for which all published HK records are considered likely to relate
to birds that have escaped or have been released from captivity.

The Conservation Status is based on the IUCN Red List. A status other than ‘Least
Concern’ is indicated by the use of the abbreviations below:

TUCN Red List (2012.6)
CR | Critically Endangered
EN | Endangered
VU | Vulnerable
NT | Near-threatened

Frequency/abundance terms used in the status description are, in order, rare, scarce,
uncommon, common and abundant. These apply to birds in suitable habitat at the
appropriate time of year.
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The records section is a summary of all those reported in Hong Kong during the year
2013 but does not include all records received and archived. Records are not listed
individually unless they differ from the typical pattern as described in the status
description or concern a species sufficiently uncommon to warrant listing all records.
All records of species requiring assessment by the Records Committee are listed in full
with the initials of those individuals who supplied the record.

Where possible, the summary is divided into seasons or winter periods with only the
highest count and extreme dates provided. The “peak’ count refers to the highest count
in the year. Sites of occurrence are not generally listed unless records occur in atypical
habitats or at unusual times of year. The following local descriptive terms are used:

Deep Bay area - the Deep Bay inter-tidal area and the continuous area of freshwater
marsh and fishponds from Tsim Bei Tsui to Hoo Hok Wai including Wetland Park,
Nam Sang Wai, Kam Tin, Mai Po, San Tin and Lok Ma Chau;

Long Valley - Long Valley and Ho Sheung Heung;

northwest NT - the Deep Bay and Long Valley areas, Kam Tin valley and hills north
of the Lam Tsuen Valley;

northeast NT - the region to the northeast of the Fanling Highway including Pat Sin
Leng and Plover Cove CPs, and Starling Inlet;

north NT - both northwest and northeast NT;
Lam Tsuen - the whole Lam Tsuen Valley;

central NT - Tai Lam, Tai Mo Shan, Shing Mun and Kam Shan CPs, the Lam Tsuen
Valley and Tai Po Kau;

southeast NT - Lion Rock, Ma On Shan and Clearwater Bay CPs, Kowloon Peak and
the Ho Chung Valley;

east NT - Sai Kung West and East CPs.

Annual Peak Counts. In many species, especially waterbirds, long-term changes in
abundance can best be understood by comparing annual peak counts over a long
period of time. This report gives graphs of Annual Peak Counts for the period 1990
to 2013 for most waterbirds and some other species in a separate section at the end of
the Systematic List. If provided, these are referred to in the species account giving the
page number on which the Annual Peak Count Chart for that species can be seen.

The report also includes Weekly Occurrence Graphs for selected species. These are
based on the Avifauna Red Charts (page 116 of The Avifauna) and are the sum of
the highest counts of the species at separate locations for each weekly period in the
year, including data in The Avifauna plus annual data from 1999 to 2013. They give
an indication of the frequency of occurrence of the species through a normal year.
The species have mostly been been chosen where the annual occurrence pattern has
changed since The Avifauna.
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Abbreviations used in the species accounts are listed below.

cp Country Park LNEC Lions Nature Education Centre,

Sai Kung
HK Hong Kong MPNR | Mai Po Nature Reserve
HKBR | Hong Kong Bird Report NT New Territories

KFBG | Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden | TPK Tai Po Kau

Lok Ma Chau Spur Line Wetland
Mitigation Area

LMC WC Waterbird Count

Sources of Data for the 2013 Systematic List

Most of the data within the 2013 Systematic List comes in the form of records from
individuals. However, a substantial amount of data now comes from on-going long-
term monitoring projects, the major ones in 2013 being the following.

Waterbird Monitoring Programme (WMP)

Counts of waterbird species are conducted on a monthly basis throughout the year
at Deep Bay, Starling Inlet and Shuen Wan as part of the Ramsar Site Waterbird
Monitoring Programme done on behalf of AFCD. This is an on-going project which
first started in 1979, and in its current form in 1998.

Counts are coordinated between several observers at sites throughout Deep Bay. Note
that, in order to provide a complete overview of waterbird populations in Deep Bay,
counts include Futian NNR, Shenzhen in addition to sites in Hong Kong. Given the
movement of birds between Hong Kong and Shenzhen , these totals are included in
the Systematic List to provide data on the number of birds using Deep Bay as a whole.

The dates of the monthly Waterbird Counts conducted during 2013 are given below.
These totals might include counts made up to a week either side of the actual count
date.

J [ FIM[Aa]IM]] J]|aAa]s]o]N]|D
[2013 | 20th | 17th [ 17th [ 14th | 12th | oth | p1th [ 1gth [ gth | ogth | q7th | gth

Shorebird Monitoring

The WMP also includes counts of shorebirds (waders) within Mai Po Marshes Nature
Reserve on a more frequent basis than monthly, particularly in the spring and autumn
migration periods. This part of the WMP programme started in 1998.

WWF Morning Bird Count

WWEF staff count all bird species within the Mai Po NR on a twice-monthly basis
throughout the year. This monitoring activity started in 2005.

HKBWS Ecological Baseline Surveys (EBS)

HKBWS staff count bird species at certain fishponds in the Deep Bay area on a
regular basis throughout the year. This activity is supported by the Environment and
Conservation Fund (ECF) and started in 2013.
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Long Valley Weekly Bird Count (LVP)

As part of the Management Agreement for Conservation of Long Valley, counts of
all bird species are made at Long Valley on a weekly basis throughout the year. This
project is supported by the Environment and Conservation Fund (ECF) and started in
January 2010.

Ringing Groups
Data was submitted by the following Ringing Groups - HKBWS Ringing Group
(HKBWS RG) and the Hong Kong Bird Ringing Group (HKBRG)

Tern Breeding Data

Tern breeding data comes from the Population Survey of Terns in Hong Kong, 2013,
funded by AFCD.

Other project sources

Data also comes from projects run by HKBWS, the main source being the Research
Groups for Egrets which count breeding activity for these species and is funded by
AFCD.

Individual records

Thanks are due to the following who submitted their individual records for this
report:

J.A. Allcock, K. & R. Barretto, A. Bizid, G.J. Carey, M. Chalmers, S.M. Chan, N.M.
Cheng, K.J. Cheung, T. Cheung, J. Chim, G. Chow, A. Crow/KFBG, B. De Schutter, D.A.
Diskin, W. Dring, M. Hale, A. Hardacre, J. Ho, G. Ho, ]. & J. Holmes, Y.W. Hung, EM.S.
Kilburn, B. Klick, L. Ko/KFBG, K. Ko, P.K. Kwan, CM. Kwong, A. Lam, J. Lambert, P.J.
Leader, M.R. Leven, K. Leung, W.K. Leung, RW. Lewthwaite, M. Lisse, C.F. Lo, A. & B.
Low, J. Martinez, A. Peaker, R. Peard, A. Pong, W. Poon, V. Reed, E. Shek, R. Smith, D.].
Stanton, S.L. Tai, D. Thomas, I. Tse, G. Welch, M.D. Williams, C.Y. Wing, C. Wong, N.
& A. Wong, M. & P. Wong, T. & T. Woodward, WWF-HK, T. Yu/KFBG and Y.T. Yu.

Records were also taken from the HKBWS Website (Website) and other sources.
Where recorded, the individual names for these records appear below:

Y.W. Chan, S.Y. Chao, A. Cheung, F. Cheung, L.Y. Cheung, S.H. Cheung, V. Cheung,
Y.T. Chung, C. Fischer, K. Fung, K. Ho, H. Ip, D. Lam, C.Y. Lau, K. Lok, A. Luk, L.
Mak, B. Man, S.F. Ng, K.Y. Shum, T.W. Shum, W.S. Tang, P.W. Yu, S. Wong.

The Systematic List for the year 2013 was compiled by Geoff Welch.

References to The Avifauna within the Systematic List refer to Carey et al. (2001).
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CATEGORIES I-II

Tundra Bean Goose Anser serrirostris i G I

Two records; one on 1 January 2009 and one between 3 and 12 November 2010.
WECER « F—rE20091 1 H » H =7£2010911 H3E12H.Z ] °

Four photographed flying north at Tuen Mun on 27 October (YTC) were relocated
at Long Valley on 28 and 29 October (IT) and then at LMC from 30 October to 14
November (PJL,MRL) . This is the third HK record, all since 2009.

Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 3 5 JiiE I

Previously a common winter visitor to Deep Bay intertidal areas, now much declined and
scarce; extreme dates 22 October to 29 May, highest count 4,011 on 17 January 1988.

R IR - (AN TEEEBIF B - 1R R - HFE10/H22H
FEE5H29H [ » R EFIERF319884E1 17 H I 4,011 £ -

A peak count of only one.

First winter period: one at MPNR and Tsim Bei Tsui from 9 to 18 February with the
same or another at MPNR on 1 and 2 March.

Second winter period: no records.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

268 192 240 68 60 44 24 9 20 3 7 1

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 244. Common
Shelduck has declined dramatically since 2000, before which annual peak counts of
over 1000 were regular.

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 75

Rare winter visitor to Deep Bay wetland areas; extreme dates 5 November and 14 May, highest
count seven on 26 February 1989.

FEHWIERS - R T E 8GN H P 7E11H5HE5H14H 2[4 » 87 E#I 5 19894F
2H26 1) 7 £ -

One at MPNR on 21 December 2013 (JAA, KH). This is the first record since 2007.
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Plate1 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna ¥ SLJfifi
Mai Po boardwalk, 9th February 2013 K71 201342 H9H
Kevin Lok B§1F

Cotton Pygmy-goose Nettapus coromandelianus K¢ I

Four records, all between 23 and 31 October.

PIfEER% - HrH10H23%31H »

Two, male and female, at MPNR on 12 May (KL). This is the fifth record for HK and
the first in spring.
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Plate 2 Gadwall Anas strepera 7[R
MPNR, 13th February 2013 4 201342413
Godwin Chan [fi#55€

Gadwall Anas strepera JRIFETE X

Uncommon winter visitor to Deep Bay wetland areas; extreme dates 18 October to 6 May,
highest count 42 on 12 January 1986.

T AIIRNZE - HIRP SR - H77F10H18HE5H6 H.2 K » iEAI# 51986
FIHI2HAT 42 £ -

A much better year than 2012 when there were no records of this species.

First winter period: two at Kam Tin on 5 January with the same or another pair at
MPNR from 17 January to 21 March.

Second winter period: recorded at MPNR from 13 November to year end, with a peak
count of 12 on 7 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013
1 0 6 21 30 26 13 7 8 12 0 12

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 244. Gadwall peak
counts have been quite variable over this period.
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Falcated Duck Anas falcata FEEUH; X NT

Much declined and now an uncommon winter visitor to Deep Bay wetland areas; extreme dates
26 September to 26 May, highest count 413 on 14 January 1984.

B E KN PR TR - R e - HrE9H26 H£5H26 H
ZIH 0 REAIRR 1984 F1 H 14 H 1Y 413 £ -

A return to lower numbers after three relatively good years.
First winter period: five at MPNR in the January WC.

Second winter period: one at MPNR on 4 and 16 November with five there on 2
December. Two at LMC on 5 November, one at Long Valley on 19 November and one
at San Tin on 4 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

4 7 5 3 1 8 16 6 13 20 28 5

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 244. Falcated Duck
has declined substantially since the 1990s.

Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope 773515 X

Abundant winter visitor to Deep Bay wetland areas with two summer records; typically
present September to April, highest count 6,705 on 14 January 2001.

KEHTFIENRSS » HRINTEFAIER » 1258 - 3 LA VA Z 5
AR ECARES20014F 1 141747 6,705 % -

Another low peak count for the third successive year. All records from the Deep Bay
area unless stated.

First winter period: peak count 2,240 in the January WC, last record on 14 May. One
at Wetland Park on 2 January and 12 at Kam Tin on 7 January.

Second winter period: first record on 13 October, high count 1,769 in the December
WC. One at Pui O on 17 November, eight at Kam Tin on 20 November with 28 there
on 24 December and two at Long Valley on 17 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

3,797 | 4,080 | 2,744 | 3,106 | 2,054 | 5764 | 5050 | 4,439 | 4,429 | 2919 | 2,077 | 2,240

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 244. Peak numbers
of Eurasian Wigeon increased in the 1990s but may now have stabilised.
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Hybrid American x Eurasian Wigeon Anas americana / penelope

I MRS LR S R R

A hybrid American x Eurasian Wigeon was at MPNR on 3 February with probably the
same bird at Tsim Bei Tsui on 6 March.

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos #k5aH X

Declined and now a scarce winter visitor to Deep Bay wetland areas; extreme dates 5 October
to 22 May, highest count 70 on 7 November 1959.

B PR BB DHTRRE - HIRP 3880 - H T E10H5H £5H22H.2
2] » BREFIERFS1959F 11 H 7 KT 70 £ -

All records from MPNR.

First winter period: two males recorded regularly from the beginning of the year
through to 17 February.

Second winter period: four, three males and one female, recorded from 15 November
to year end.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

2 2 2 2 6 2 2 3 2 1 2 4

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 244. Mallard has
declined substantially since the 1990s.

Indian Spot-billed Duck Anas poecilorhyncha FIHEEETS X

Previously resident in small numbers, now a rare visitor to Deep Bay wetland areas mostly in
summer; highest count 40 on 7 October 1997.

BN BRI R REEFEAINEE » IR G RN - R AR 1997
FEI0H7HHT 40 & -

No records in 2013.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

1 16 6 4 0 2 0 5 0 0 3 0

Chinese Spot-billed Duck Anas zonorhyncha "hIEBEHENE X

Previously a common winter visitor to Deep Bay wetland areas with regular breeding records
at MPNR, now uncommon in winter and rare in summer; highest count 511 on 13 January
1991.
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BT RS H SRR » HIR S R It - S 1R T IR FE PR Py 1 1 1T A+
BT RATE RS » TEEFAIFEE » iREFCERF519914E1 139 511 % -

Numbers have stabilised over recent years although much declined since The Avifauna.

First winter period: recorded at MPNR up to 22 March with a high count of five on
several dates. Two at LMC on 22 February.

Summer: a female at MPNR on 13 May and a pair at LMC on 9 July.

Second winter period: recorded at MPNR from 15 October with numbers gradually
increasing to a peak count of 14 on 30 December. Singles at Kam Tin on 20 November,
Sha Ling on 11 December and Nim Wan on 13 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013
41 44 23 9 16 31 25 25 18 10 18 14

A graph of peak counts for Indian and Chinese Spot-billed Duck combined by year
from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 244. Both species have declined considerably since
the 1990s.

Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata FEWETE X

Abundant winter visitor to the Deep Bay area; typically present October to April with some
summer records, highest count 20,008 on 24 January 2010.

KEHTEMEE » G/NEEFFIRE - HRP GG - 3 e+ HEVYH S [ - &=
ETCERES 201041 H 24 17 20,008 £ -

A low peak count by recent standards. All records from the Deep Bay area unless
otherwise stated.

First winter period: peak count 3,679 in the January WC, latest date 23 May. Three at
Wetland Park on 17 April.

Second winter period: recorded from 18 September, high count 3,158 in the November
WC. Three regularly recorded at Long Valley from 25 October, five at Starling Inlet on
17 November and 117 at Kam Tin on 24 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

2,576 | 4,271 | 3,086 | 9,703 | 2,870 | 8930 | 14,253 | 11,271 | 20,008 | 9,674 | 7,560 | 3,679

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 244. Peak counts of
Northern Shoveler increased between 2008 and 2010 but now appear to have returned
to previous levels.
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Plate3  Northern Pintail Anas acuta $1EE
Nam Sang Wai, 23rd December 2013 FA 4B 201354212 H23H
John and Jemi Holmes L&\ 28 B # i 7

Northern Pintail Anas acuta 1R I

Abundant winter visitor to the Deep Bay area; numbers have declined since The Avifauna
but are now relatively stable; typically present October to March, highest count 8,654 on 11
January 1997.

KENTIENRS » F (BEREAR) kR  BE—E M BRI AREREE
IR E i » B E10H E3H ZHH iR iEid 519971 H 11 HIF 8,654

o

A low peak count by recent standards . All records from the Deep Bay area.
First winter period: peak count 1,748 in the February WC, latest record on 15 April.

Second winter period: recorded from 30 September, high count 678 in the November
WC.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

2,609 | 4,381 | 2,054 | 3,332 | 1,556 | 4,647 | 2,444 | 2,010 | 3,622 | 2,586 | 2,413 | 1,748

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 244. Northern
Pintail has declined since the 1990s.
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Garxganey Anas querquedula F)Jg1 X

Common migrant, mainly in autumn, and ucommon winter visitor to Deep Bay wetland areas;
typically present September to April, highest count 715 on 27 September 1986.
FHEIERFHZHNRS - WEXFTHIZHIXRS - U8R - BH L E
VIR Z[EIH15E - 5 EHCERES 1986 F9H 27 HIHY 715 %

All records from the Deep Bay area and Long Valley.

First winter period: highest count 54 at the Mai Po boardwalk on 20 March, last record
at MPNR on 11 June. Also recorded in small numbers at Wetland Park, Tsim Bei Tsui,
Long Valley and LMC.

Second winter period: earliest record on 2 September at MPNR, peak count 174 there
on 23 September. Up to two recorded at Long Valley.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

70 112 93 95 286 280 130 137 600 96 205 174

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 245. Although
Garganey counts fluctuate, the species is now seen in smaller numbers than in the
1990s.

Baikal Teal Anas formosa {EJEH X

Rare winter visitor to Deep Bay wetland areas; extreme dates 18 November and 11 April,
highest count five on 1 February 1986.

EHNIERMRE » R G758 H 711718 H E4/11 H.2 [ » REFI##F51986
F2HIHF 5 £ -

A male at MPNR on 23 November.

Eurasian Teal Anas crecca #3315 I

Abundant but declining winter visitor, primarily in the Deep Bay area, with occasional
summer records; typically present September to April, highest count 5,411 on 24 January
1999.

KB (HB 1 FEFHIERE - (55 E AL - HEREP 8 - e EIYH
LI R EFIER 199941 24 H Y 5,411 £ -

All records except two from the Deep Bay area and Long Valley.

First winter period: peak count 481 in the January WC, last record on 9 April. Away
from MPNR, high counts of 137 at Kam Tin, 34 at San Tin and 21 at Long Valley.
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Second winter period: recorded from 6 September, high counts 438 in the November
WC, 140 at Kam Tin, 51 at San Tin and 21 at Long Valley. Five at Ta Kwu Ling on 13
November and one at Starling Inlet on 13 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

3,147 | 3,286 | 2,238 | 3,023 | 1,227 | 2,785 | 2,322 | 1,581 | 1,459 | 1,131 830 481

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 245. Eurasian Teal
has declined substantially since 2000.

Common Pochard Aythya ferina FLIATEN I

Scarce winter visitor to Deep Bay wetland areas; extreme dates 22 October to 20 June, highest
count 14 on 11 January 1997.

FRDHIENRE » HIR P EEN - HF1E10H22HF6H20H [ » REHERE1997
FIH11HIT 14 & -

Unusually high numbers at MPNR in the second winter period with a highest ever
peak count.

First winter period: one at MPNR to 21 February with three at Nam Sang Wai on 2
February.

Second winter period: recorded in increasing numbers at MPNR from 14 November
with a new highest peak count of 19 on 5 December (MH) and 17 in the December
WC. Three at Nam Sang Wai on 12 December and three at San Tin on 23 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

2 1 1 5 3 9 2 2 4 1 8 19

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 245. Numbers of
Common Pochard fluctuate and no clear pattern is evident.

Baer’s Pochard Aythya baeri 5 HATER; I CR

Rare and declining winter visitor to Deep Bay wetland areas; extreme dates 22 October to 25
April, highest count 30 on 10 January 1987.

G R B TR NRR - IR R [ 710522 F4H25H 24 » 7
AR 319871 H 107 H 30 £ »

This species was reclassified as Critically Endangered by IUCN in 2012 following

severe recent declines; the global wild population is considered to be less than 1,000
and may be as low as 100 individuals (Hearn et al. 2013).
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Two at MPNR to 10 February were the same pair as recorded at the end of 2012. A
female at MPNR from 4 December (MH) remained to year end.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

1 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 2 2

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 245. Baer’s Pochard
had never been other than a scarce visitor to Hong Kong.

Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca FIRIE X NT

Rare winter visitor to Deep Bay wetland areas; extreme dates 3 December to 1 April with one
summer record, highest count 4 on 3 December 1998.

EERIEMEE » H—HE AR IR R » H 7 F12H3H F4H1H 24
R BRI ES19984E12 3 HIT 4 & -

A first winter male at MPNR from 9 to 14 November (JAA).

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

0 0 2 2 3 1 0 0 0 0 1 1

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula JEVATET 1

Abundant winter visitor to the Deep Bay area; typically present November to April, highest
count 6,742 on 15 February 2009.

KBIIIENES + HR G - T —HE—H R REER 52009
F2H15H1 6,742 & -

All records except two from the Deep Bay area.

First winter period: high count 3,753 in the January WC with one at Nam Chung on 27
January. Numbers at MPNR fell quickly in March but small numbers remained with
four on 23 May and two, a pair, on 16 June, the last record. This is the first summer
record since 2009.

Second winter period: one in the August and two in the September WC but numbers
started to rise in October, peak count 4,052 in the November WC. One at Starling Inlet
on 8 December.
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Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

1,156 | 1,095 | 763 | 1,667 | 3,053 | 4,285 | 1,846 | 6,742 | 5823 | 4,762 | 5987 | 4,052

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 245. Tufted Duck
numbers have increased substantially since 2005, one of the few duck species to do so.

Greater Scaup Aythya marila BETS &M 1

Scarce winter visitor to the Deep Bay area; extreme dates 25 October to 16 April, highest count
83 on 17 February 2006.

PHIENRE - AR IE IR - HFTE10/25H F4/716 H 2 [ - 47 FH#CEEFF2006
F2H17FH) 83 %

No records in the first winter period. In the second winter period, one at MPNR on 14
November and 2 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

0 6 3 2 83 0 1 40 4 1 3 1

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 245. Greater Scaup
numbers can fluctuate considerably and no clear pattern is evident.

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator FLEGFKIDIG X

Previously a regular winter visitor and spring migrant to the Deep Bay area, now rare there
and mostly recorded as a scarce spring passage migrant through southern waters; extreme
dates 16 November to 4 May, highest count 97 on 14 January 1990.

B I i T e R R A MNR B RIE FBIER - Bl O 5Eh - R 1Rk
B DHIBEFHERERR » H 11516 HE5H4H 2[4 » R Eid## 519901 514 H
197 £ -

No records.

Peak counts from Deep Bay and southern waters in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

3 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

0 0 0 0 2 1 0 11 3 5 0 0

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 245. Red-breasted
Merganser is no longer a regular winter visitor to Deep Bay as it was in the 1990s.
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Chinese Francolin Francolinus pintadeanus "hIE[EHE 1

Locally common resident in areas of grassland with scattered shrubs or rocks, usually in
upland areas. Most records are of birds calling between mid-March and June; highest count 15
on 30 April 1994.

FHEIL R 2 MR LS TEEEARBE R A TR - £ EEE3H T E6 H
ZIFTISIRCER » IR EACERF 199454 FH30H 1T 15 4 -

One at Pak Tam Chung, Sai Kung West CP on 15 January. Then recorded from 10
March to 24 July with most records being calling birds, peak count six at Lo Fu Tau,
North Lantau CP on 28 May. Also recorded from Pak Nai, Ho Sheung Heung, Sam A
Tsuen, Siu Lam, Tai Lam CP, Tai Mo Shan and southwest Lantau.

Japanese Quail Coturnix japonica #55 I NT

Uncommon autumn passage migrant and scarce winter visitor to open country, often
agricultural areas; extreme dates 26 September to 23 May, highest count 15 at Long Valley in
winter 1994/95.

T R IKEEEE WS FIFE D SR - R IPREREF - 22880 - HF1F9H26H
FEH23HZIH » BREACEREG 1994/ 95 FE X KIFEHFHT 15 £ »

First winter period: singles in January from MPNR, Long Valley and Lam Tsuen, then
on 7 April at Long Valley with two at San Tin fishponds on 29 April.

Second winter period: one at MPNR on 23 September (JAA) is an earliest autumn
record. Then from 28 September to year end with most records from 7 October to 6
November and from MPNR, Long Valley and Chek Lap Kok, peak count three at Long
Valley on several dates. Singles also at Wo Shang Wai, LMC, Pak Sha O, Tai O, Pui O
and Discovery Bay.

Peak counts in recent years

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013
2 1 2 0 1 2 1 3 7 4 4 3

Peak counts since 2009 are the highest since the very high numbers recorded in the
years 1994-1996, although records then occurred mostly in winter and records now
occur mostly in autumn.

Streaked Shearwater Calonectris leucomelas [EA5E I

Scarce spring passage migrant with occasional high counts and autumn records, primarily
in eastern and southern waters; extreme dates 4 March to 26 June and 21 August to 26
September, highest count 80 on 17 May 2006.

FRDHIBEFHEEEWE - (6 B HEIRR AT » FEHRP J AR ket 7
FLE3H4H 26526 H K821 HE9H26 H.C[H] » REFIH-EF2006 57171 80 £ -
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One off Po Toi on 3 April. Two at Cape d’Aguilar on 14 August following Typhoon
Utor.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

0 0 0 50 80 6 2 8 1 1 13 2

Short-tailed Shearwater Puffinus tenuirostris 1525 X

Uncommon spring passage migrant, primarily in southern waters; extreme dates 20 April to 3
June, highest count 15 on 14 May 2007.

T RHTE FELGREES - FHEHIR PP Ak, - HFrE4H20H £5H26 H2 [ » &
FLER 520075714 1T 15 % -

Recorded migrating northeast through waters off Po Toi from 23 April to 16 May,
peak count three on several dates. One off Sha Chau, north Lantau on 24 April.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

- - 1 0 14 15 15 8 13 1 9 3

Short-tailed Shearwater was first recorded in Hong Kong in 2004.

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis /MigE I

Common all year with higher numbers in winter, on ponds and pools primarily in Deep Bay
wetland areas; highest count 352 on 12 January 1986.

PEFIENTE » TEAFHFRIEIR S » LU G R AT ERTK N - 17 S5
3198641 H12HIf 352 £ -

This species has been gradually increasing in numbers since The Avifauna.

Recorded throughout the year in the Deep Bay WC with a peak count of 260 in the
February WC, the second highest of recent records. Regular records at MPNR, where
the high count was 46 on 9 April, and at Nim Wan, where the high count was 72 on
5 September. Breeding occurred in both places. Elsewhere records at Pak Nai (high
count 18), Wetland Park, Kam Tin, Long Valley, Ma Tso Lung (high count 14), Starling
Inlet, Ho Pui Reservoir, Lau Shui Heung, Hok Tau Reservoir, Shing Mun, the Hamtin
River estuary and Tai O on Lantau.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

155 182 204 255 225 221 224 210 276 236 223 260
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Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus JB\HARERE X

Common winter visitor to Deep Bay intertidal areas; extreme dates 1 September to 12 May
with one over-summering record, highest count 790 on 17 December 2006.

HRRIERR - B E/E » R a8 R - H 9 1HE5H12H.2
[+ BREFIEREB20064E12H17 T 790 £ »

A very low peak count by recent standards, the lowest since 2003. The second winter
period was very poor.

First winter period: peak count 104 in the February WC, last record on 14 April. Three
at Starling Inlet on 26 January.

Second winter period: first record on 14 November, high count only 103 in the
November WC with very few other records.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

163 104 213 291 790 375 331 357 215 420 515 104

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 245. Great Crested
Grebe numbers increased in the 1990s and appear to have stabilised at this level.

Black Stork Ciconia nigra B I

Rare autumn migrant and winter visitor to wetland areas, primarily Deep Bay; extreme dates
16 October and 5 April, highest count 15 on 31 December 1967.
FHHINKFEWERFIXMRES - FEAR P iF807E - HTE10/716 HE4/75H.2
] » iR EFCERFG 19671231 I 15 % -

A juvenile photographed at Mount Davis on 1 December (CYW), the first record since
2010.

Oriental Stork Ciconia boyciana Wi F# 1 EN

Rare winter visitor to Deep Bay wetland areas; extreme dates 27 October to 13 April with one
summer record, highest count 121 on 13 January 1991.

FHIIEMRE » H— 2 FAIE - HRE e EEE - 010727 HE4H13H.2
[H] » REALER 5199141 H13 17 121 £ -
The individual from 2012 remained at MPNR to 11 March, when two were seen

circling overhead (FC). It seems likely the long-staying bird joined another passing
over before migrating together.
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Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia FEE I

Uncommon winter visitor to Deep Bay wetland areas; extreme dates 16 October to 18 May,
highest count 30 on 14 March 1976.

P RHIENRE » R G EH - H T 7F10H16 HE5H18H 2 [ » R iEid ke
19764F3 71419 30 £ -

A second poor year with a peak count of only two. All records except one from the
Deep Bay area.

First winter period: up to two at MPNR in January with one then to 23 April. One at
Long Valley on 12 February.

Second winter period: singles recorded from 20 October with two on 24 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

4 4 4 2 5 7 3 4 7 6 3 2

Black-faced Spoonbill Platalea minor BIEFEE 1 EN

Common winter visitor to Deep Bay wetland areas with regular summer records; higher
numbers typically present October to May, highest count 496 on 24 January 2010.

HEIIARE - HINEEFROER » R0 G R BE -+ HEAAZEERS
LR EAIARFS20104E1 24 H [ 496 £ »

The lowest peak count since 2005. All records from the Deep Bay area unless otherwise
stated.

First winter period: peak count 344 in the February WC. Regular records at Long
Valley in January and February with a high count of 11 on 17 February. Also recorded
at Pak Nai, Kam Tin, San Tin and Ma Tso Lung with 42 at Tin Shui Wai on 13 January.

Summer: three present at MPNR throughout July and August.

Second winter period: high count 305 in the November WC. Also recorded at Tsim
Bei Tsui, Kam Tin, San Tin, Ma Tso Lung and Long Valley.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

234 266 305 340 475 358 421 405 496 488 446 344

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 246. Black-faced
Spoonbill numbers have increased since the 1900s but appear to have stabilised since
2006.
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Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris KJiiff I

Uncommon winter visitor and spring migrant to larger reedmarshes in the Deep Bay area;
extreme dates 12 September to 16 May, highest count 31 on 19 March 2010.

T AT RE I FEWS - IR 5B IE A A B HE - HTFE9A12H
FEHI6H [+ REHIEEES20109E3 /719 H 1Y 31 £ -

All records from MPNR unless otherwise stated.

First winter period: peak count 16 on 22 March, last record on 14 May. One at LMC on
23 January. One at Nam Chung on 17 February was a rare record away from the Deep
Bay area.

Second winter period: earliest record on 29 October, high count two.

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 246: high peak
counts of Eurasian Bittern over the last five years have come from evening counts of
migrating individuals at MPNR and may not indicate an actual increase in numbers.

Plate 4  Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris KJfiiffs
MPNR, 4th December 2013 K3 2013412 H4H
Kevin Lok B F#E
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Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinensis #{#:NE 1

Common passage migrant to wetland areas, with occasional high counts in late spring; greatly
declined summer visitor to Deep Bay reedmarsh and mangrove, with scarce winter records;
highest count 50 on 21 May 2008.

TEI BRI S HEE B - BN HE E IR - FFNFH 5 = A AT
BIRE » HIR 5 R 5 1 BRI B - BRI TR iR a5
200845 /721 HH] 50 £ -

Relatively low numbers throughout the year.

First winter period: up to two at MPNR and one at Long Valley to 16 January. Spring
passage from 17 March with a peak count of ten in the May WC. Elsewhere recorded
in ones or twos at Wetland Park, Nam Sang Wai, San Tin, Long Valley, Nam Chung,
Shing Mun Valley Park, Tsing Yi Park, Sha Lo Wan, Pui O and Po Toi.

Breeding season: recorded in low numbers from MPNR and Long Valley with three at
Wo Shang Wai the high count.

Second winter period: recorded to 8 December with most records from MPNR, Long
Valley and Tai O, high count five at MPNR on 6 September.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

5 6 25 2 12 21 50 7 10 17 14 10

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 246: peak counts
of Yellow Bittern have been consistent over this period, with occasional high counts,
usually weather related.

Von Schrenck’s Bittern Ixobrychus eurhythmus S5 505 1

Scarce passage migrant to wetland areas; extreme dates 27 April to 11 June and 29 August to
19 November, highest count 29 on 21 May 2008.

Fr DB - IR B - Hr4H27H %6711 HKRS8H29H £11H19H &
[+ EREFIARES20084E5 21 1T 29 £ -

Spring: a weak and distressed female on Po Toi on 21 April (BM) is an earliest spring
record. Another there on 5 May with a male at Long Valley on 6 May.

Autumn: one at Long Valley on 25 September.

Estimated number of birds in recent years is given below. This species is mostly seen
in singles and twos although migrant flocks were seen over southern waters in 2008
and 2009.

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

4 3 1 2 1 4 38 26 2 5 7 4

_48-



Hong Kong Bird Report 2013: Systematic List.

Cinnamon Bittern Ixobrychus cinnamomeus J#:NE 1

Uncommon passage migrant and scarce summer visitor with occasional winter records, to
freshwater wetland areas; highest count ten on 19 May 1971.

A ST E G RAIRE DB NRS - (56 X FERIR - LIRS AR - R ERIR R
19714519710 £ -

First winter period: a female at MPNR on 2 January was a rare winter record. Spring
passage records at MPNR, Long Valley and Po Toi from 2 April to 9 May, high count
three at Long Valley on 11 April.

Summer: peak count four at LMC on 20 May included a pair together. Singles
recorded in June and August at Wetland Park, LMC and Long Valley.

Second winter period: up to two at Long Valley from 1 September to 19 November.
One at MPNR on 4 October and one recovered from Aberdeen on 30 October was
dead on arrival at KFBG.

Estimated number of birds in recent years is given below. This species is mostly seen
in singles and twos; migrant flocks have not been recorded.

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

9 12 5 8 16 18 17 10 14 18 13 18

Black Bittern Dupetor flavicollis BJ§ X

Scarce passage migrant to freshwater wetland areas; extreme dates 9 March to 21 June and 24
July to 30 October, highest count 16 on 25 April 2009.

FrR DI BB » HER AR » H FE3HIH £6/521 H k7 H24HE10H30H.C
]+ IR EFIAREE20094F4 25 H I 16 £ -

One at Long Valley on 11 July was the only record and an earliest autumn date
(J&JH,AH).

Estimated number of birds in recent years is given below. This species is mostly seen
in singles and twos although migrant flocks were seen over southern waters in 2008
and 2009, as with Von Schrenck’s Bittern.

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

3 5 1 3 0 7 17 21 3 4 4 1
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Malayan Night Hexon Gorsachius melanolophus 25 X

Probably a rare but annual breeding species in undisturbed wooded areas, also a rare spring
passage migrant, extreme dates 19 April to 10 October.

AR HHIEGEEFE - R FEEHIEFHEEEER - IR EAIIEEH A+ H A1
4H19HF10H10H.2/H] »

A first summer photographed at Pui O on 5 May (EMSK). One heard calling in the
Lam Tsuen valley from 19 to 23 June (DT). An adult photographed and filmed at
Shing Mun Valley Park on 27 October (AP), a new latest date.

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Malayan Night Heron is given as Figure 1. This
separates known breeding records from other records, most but perhaps not all of
which would be passage birds. The first record of this species was in 2003. The main
passage period is late spring.

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 1% I

Common resident and migrant mainly in Deep Bay wetlands and at scattered breeding
colonies, mostly around Starling Inlet and Tolo Harbour; highest count 2,500 on 21 January
1996, peak count since The Avifauna 727 on 11 February 2001.

NI BRTEBHER - £ T HIR I 3 R B e 7D 38 A R R v T Y
REALER 51996 E1 21 FHT 2,500 % » [ (B HEBHGER) YK » BRETFORE20014F
2H11HHK 727 & -

Recorded from widespread sites and in all months with migrants, breeding and non-
breeding birds.

First winter period: peak count 153 in the May WC. Away from Deep Bay, regularly
recorded at Ho Sheung Heung and several locations on Lantau with migrants on Po
Toi and Tung Ping Chau between 6 and 18 April.

Breeding season: total number of nests recorded by the Egret Survey increased by 8%
to 114, 35% of which were at the Sha Chau colony. Non-breeding birds were present
in Deep Bay in summer with high count 146 in the July WC. Elsewhere, ten at Starling
Inlet on 9 June.

Second winter period: high count 45 in the November WC. Away from Deep Bay,
recorded in small numbers from Long Valley, Pak Tin Kong, Pak Sha O, Kowloon and
on Lantau and Po Toi.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

97 141 79 70 285 385 361 200 136 189 246 153

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 246. The very high
counts of Black-crowned Night Heron which occurred occasionally in the 1990s no
longer seem to occur.

-50-



Hong Kong Bird Report 2013: Systematic List.

B 2003-2013 EEnown Breeding Records

10
9
8
7
L}
5
]
3
1
\’h{{”%&z@“{*‘i@‘ﬁ«’ o \-“Qiﬂi‘-'@ 5§ o> ”#“i"%’& "’Q%”% F P m‘%‘*ﬁ‘ "’é F
= g LS L o

Figure 1. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Malayan Night Heron Gorsachius melanolophus F 5/

Plate 5 Malayan Night Heron Gorsachius melanolophus B5E /S
Pui O, 5th May 2013 Hi# 201345 H5H
Mike Kilburn %
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Striated Heron Butorides striatus ¥%E 1

Locally common summer visitor to the Deep Bay area but more widespread on migration and
in winter at scattered coastal and inland sites; highest count 26 on 15 August 2004.

I SZHTENRE » HIR G165 (BN » IR HD I RIECRET o TEXFHE - HIvZHl
1 R TE L P I RE IR A » 81 ERCER F5 200448 /15 FI Y 26 %

A noticeable reduction in breeding season numbers in the Deep Bay area for the last
four years. These are usually the peak counts for the year.

First winter period: most records from MPNR with a high count of four on 6 May,
singles at Long Valley, Nam Chung, Lam Tsuen, Shuen Wan, Tai Po Kau and on
Lantau with migants on Po Toi from 3 April to 8 May.

Breeding season: regularly recorded at MPNR with a peak count of nine. Singles also
at Lam Tsuen and Sai Kung,.

Second winter period: mostly singles recorded at Nim Wan, MPNR, Long Valley, Ho
Pui, Pak Sha O, Yung Shue O, North Point, Pui O and on Po Toi with two juveniles at
Tso Kung Tam near Tsuen Wan from 8 to 15 November.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

15 18 26 22 11 25 11 14 7 7 8 9

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 246. As mentioned
above, peak counts for Striated Heron usually occur in the breeding season at MPNR
and appear to have fallen since 2009.

Chinese Pond Heron Ardeola bacchus 1hE I

Common in wetlands and damp areas, with winter, migrant and breeding populations
occurring; highest count 684 on 14 January 1990.

TSRS+ HIRIE A KRl » 120 G EE R FIERERFHIHITE » R EC kRS
19901 /714 H 1) 6844

First winter period: high count 213 in the April WC with 36 in Long Valley on 18

February, 50 at San Tin on 12 April and 44 migrating over southern waters on 17 April.
11 at Victoria Park from 24 to 26 April was an unusual record there.

Breeding season: 271 nests recorded by the Egret Survey, an average number over
the last ten years; the largest colony was 125 at Mai Po village. Peak count 326 in the
August WC with regular reports of up to 33 from Long Valley.

Second winter period: high count 264 in the September WC with 30 at Long Valley on
30 September, 49 at Ma Tso Lung on 12 October and 64 at San Tin on 24 December.
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Peak counts in recent years:

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

341

307

342

324

253

259

260

242

252

267

419

326

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 246. Numbers of
Chinese Pond Heron have been stable since 1994.

Plate 6 Chinese Pond Heron Ardeola bacchus 7%

Victoria Park, 24th April 2013 #f£2 FI[5E /A 201344724 H

Bob Thompson
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Plate 7 Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus “{-15%;
Victoria Park, 25th April 201342 FI[FH 235 201344 H25H
Bob Thompson

Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus 58 I

Common in widespread freshwater wetlands and short grassland areas, with winter, migrant
and breeding populations; highest count 1,000 on 29 August 1977.

SRS IEH TR K BHORTRT B - (PR B ER BTN - R EAI AR 31977
HES8H29H17 1,000 £ -

First winter period: winter records mostly from Long Valley, high count 46 on 14
March with 20 at Pui O on 16 February. Spring migration records from early April to
late May with high counts of 40 at Pui O on 27 April, 60 off Po Toi on 2 May and 50 at
Tseung Kwan O on 24 May. Three at Victoria Park from 24 to 26 April was an unusual
record there.
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Breeding season: 50 nests recorded by the Egret Survey including 40 at Ho Sheung
Heung, slightly higher than 2012 but still showing a declining trend over the last ten
years. 170 at MPNR on several dates in June with 18 in Long Valley on 17 June.

Second winter period: 184 at Starling Inlet on 20 September was the peak count, with
102 at Tai Sang Wai on 28 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

206 600 344 300 225 119 148 149 202 220 550 184

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 246. Numbers of
Eastern Cattle Egret are relatively stable although high counts occasionally occur,
which are usually weather-related.

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea B 1

Common in wetlands and some coastal areas, mainly in the Deep Bay area, present all year
with highest numbers in winter and very low numbers in summer; highest count 1,962 on 1
February 1996.

PLEFIINTE - TEXFIFH R [T FHFHD  H1RI G i @il 2 - =
RO 51996 F2 1 H T 1,962 % -

First winter period: peak count 792 in the January WC. Highest counts outside the
Deep Bay area, 25 at Starling Inlet on 20 January and 18 at Long Valley on 12 February.
Two migrating northeast offshore from Po Toi on 3 April.

Summer: high count 11 at MPNR on 7 June declining to three in early August.

Second winter period: low numbers in the Deep Bay WCs, high count of 588
in October. Local high counts of 249 at MPNR on 1 November, 15 at Tai O on 8
December, 52 at Kam Tin on 24 December and 53 at Ma Tso Lung on 25 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

1,297 | 1,146 | 1,158 | 1,202 | 1,036 | 862 930 | 1,085 | 818 940 845 792

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 246. Grey Heron
has been slowly declining since 1990.

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea %% X

Uncommon and present all year in the Deep Bay area with peak numbers during migration,
highest count 50 on 11 October 1974.

PFEEATE NG - B R RZ o HERP GBI, - iR EA 519741710/ 11
HIFI 50 £ -

-55-



Hong Kong Bird Report 2013: Systematic List.

Regular records throughout the year from MPNR in numbers that have not changed
substantially since the 1980s. This year saw the first confirmed breeding record for
Hong Kong.

First winter period: peak count 12 in the March WC. One at Ho Sheung Heung on 11
February and one at LMC on 20 May.

Summer: breeding at MPNR with three juveniles fledged (JAA,DD), high count at
MPNR of eight with two adults, three juveniles and three other first summer birds.
One at LMC on 1 August.

Second winter period: high counts seven at MPNR on 3 September and five at LMC
on 7 October. Singles at Ma Tso Lung on 12 October, Tai O on 16 November and Ho
Sheung Heung on 30 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

5 9 4 12 6 8 10 11 6 11 9 12

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 247. The numbers
of Purple Heron are stable.

Great Egret Ardea alba KF 1

Abundant, present all year in wetlands, mainly in the Deep Bay area although breeding
populations are found mainly around Starling Inlet and Tolo Harbour; migrants and winter
visitors occur; highest count 2,058 on 14 November 2004.

PHEAEAKXEIG - [AF 0 EEEERIXRE - BESSEIIRERES HIR I L FH A R
FETEMTUTIE S - (0 L H 5 5 i B T IR £ 5 20044F 11 FH 14 H I
2058 £ -

First winter period: high counts 720 in the January WC and 118 at Starling Inlet in the
May WC. Away from the Deep Bay area, 50 at Tai Po Kau Headland on 9 February
and 17 migrating offshore from Po Toi, an unusually high count for spring migration
there, with smaller numbers at other locations including several on Lantau.

Breeding season: 83 nests recorded by the Egret Survey, below the average for the
last ten years. A Chau, Tai Po Market and Penfold Park are the main colonies and all
showed reduced numbers on 2012. High count of non-breeding birds, 689 in the July
WC with 364 at MPNR on 4 July, the highest count there all year.

Second winter period: peak count 871 in the December WC, low by recent standards.
High counts away from Deep Bay included 149 at Sha Tau Kok and 40 at Double
Haven on 13 December and 70 at Plover Cove on 22 December with smaller numbers
at various locations on Lantau and Lamma.
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Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

1,239 | 1,429 | 2,058 | 1,565 | 1,087 | 890 | 1,167 | 978 804 | 1,169 | 1,146 | 871

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 247. The current
numbers of Great Egret are stable, at higher levels than the 1990s.

Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia "1

Uncommon, present all year, though rather few in summer, mainly in freshwater wetlands in
the Deep Bay area; highest count 77 on 22 September 2010.

BIEETH RIS » EFIFAIEE D » £ R 8l i A K il - iR B ATk S
2010E9/9 2271 77 % -

Numbers continue to increase with a new highest count. All records from the Deep
Bay area unless otherwise stated.

First winter period: small numbers at MPNR in the first three months with a sudden
increase to 79 on 9 April (JAA), a new highest count. Away from Deep Bay, three at
Tsing Yi Park on 1 April and six at Pui O on 8 April increasing to 21 there on 5 May.

Summer: at least six over-summered in the Deep Bay area with 28 in the August WC.

Second winter period: 30 at MPNR on 2 October was the high count. Elsewhere
recorded in singles at Long Valley, Starling Inlet and Pui O.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

18 15 54 33 28 43 66 50 77 52 56 79

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 247. Numbers of
Intermediate Egret have been increasing since 2004.

Little Egret Egretta garzetta /N X

Abundant, present all year in wetland areas throughout HK, mostly in the Deep Bay area;
migrants and winter visitors occur; highest count 3,212 on 12 December 2004.

A HAGHII » [ G EERRIRNRES - HREE 25 NHTE - LU
VEBIR S » AR EACARES20044F 1212119 3,212 %
First winter period: peak count 1,071 in the April WC with 60 at Sok Kwu Wan on 10

February, 42 at Long Valley on 12 February, 80 at Tsing Yi Park on 1 April, 40 at Pui O
on 8 April and 45 at Pak Nai on 16 April.
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Breeding season: 240 nests recorded by the Egret Survey, an average count for the last
ten years although below the high counts of 2011 and 2012. Nests were found at many
egretries in the New Territories with the highest count 40 at Sha Chau. Recorded
throughout the summer at MPNR, Starling Inlet, Nim Wan, Long Valley and Lam
Tsuen, high count 835 in the August WC.

Second winter period: high count 805 in the September WC and 333 at Ma Tso Lung
on 12 October. Away from Deep Bay, 55 at Starling Inlet on 22 September and 92 at
Sok Kwu Wan on 3 October with smaller numbers elsewhere, many from Lantau.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

1,653 | 2,151 | 3,212 | 2,345 | 2,004 | 1,969 | 1,675 | 2,076 | 1,197 | 1,661 | 1,235 | 1,071

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 247. Little Egret
numbers have been relatively stable although there may be some signs of decline in
the last few years.

Pacific Reef Heron Egretta sacra 5% 1

Locally common resident in rocky coastal areas; highest count 18 on 21 January 2003.

KT TRHIETRS » R IO » R ERCARFS20035E1 /721 [1HT 18 4 -

Recorded throughout the year from Lamma, Lantau and Po Toi and from the coastline
and islands in eastern waters during breeding tern counts in summer, peak count 12
on Sha Chau, north Lantau. Occasional records from Tuen Mun, Tsing Yi, Tseung
Kwan O, Aberdeen and Deep Water Bay.

Swinhoe’s Egret Egretta eulophotes #W 1% I VU

Scarce spring passage migrant with one recent autumn record, mostly to the Deep Bay area;
extreme dates 5 March to 22 October, highest count 11 on 16 April 1960. Formerly bred.

DB F GBS - NI FA R 2575 - HrHi3H5H£10/22
H » REAREE1960F4/716 HHT11 4 o EEEJEAT# -

Singles at Tsim Bei Tsui on 6 April, on Po Toi on 10 April and then at MPNR from 15
April to 21 May, peak count two on 18 May.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

3 2 5 2 3 2 2 3 2 1 3 2

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 247. Numbers of
Swinhoe’s Egret are relatively stable.
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Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus 455 1 VU

Rare winter visitor to Deep Bay; highest count 85 on 21 February 1960; numbers have since
declined considerably and now no longer present annually. The East Asia population was
estimated at only 30 individuals by Yu and Chen (2008), although recent higher counts have
been reported in East China (Robson 2013).

ZEEHIARE » HRB G - 8= EACAR 1960221 FIHY) 85 & » HILE & 5%
Tl BB S NEFFFEHIH © Yu & Chen (2008) 157 HERTHHIHA 30 £ » Robson
2013 A EZEF 7 AR I S T -

No records in 2013 for the third successive year.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

16 14 14 15 2 0 1 1 1 0 0 0

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 247. Winter flocks
of Dalmatian Pelican occurred regularly until 2005, after which they ceased.

Lesser Frigatebixd Fregata ariel FBEFAES X

Scarce spring visitor with other isolated records and some long-staying individuals; most
records are of immatures and occur in the first half of the year.

WPHITIRR » B FEEHRCERFN DB - XS ACERET RS S » I EF T L AP EE
BRfF o

An immature at Sai Kung on 3 August was the only record.
The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Lesser Frigatebird is given as Figure 2.

17 records in The Avifauna were given as ‘Unidentified frigatebirds” with 12 given
as Lesser Frigatebird. This was prior to a better understanding of frigatebird
identification in Chalmers (2002). Since then, there have been 24 records of Lesser
Frigatebird with only three of other frigatebird species. It is therefore reasonable to
assume that most, if not all, of the earlier unidentified frigatebirds were Lesser and
these have been included in this chart. As in The Avifauna, only the date of the first
arrival has been included for long-staying birds.

This chart shows that 75% of all records occur in the first half of the year, with a peak
period in April and May.

-59-



Hong Kong Bird Report 2013: Systematic List.

O Avifauna Unidentified Frigatebird @ Avifauna B 1999-2013

;:I I I HI I‘llH H“HIH 1ALl IH 1L H

S

«~ 8 S & S © O O © O R RS S L o
¥ oF & N Lb?inb?Q %@g@ o o 8> ribs\> o 0?9 T P o
N \Q;L N \Q)fb N \Q)fb N &Y N \Q)EL N & &N \Q)fb N \Q)fb N \Q;L N \Q)fb N \Q)fb

Figure 2. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Lesser Frigatebird Fregata ariel 15T # iz 5

Booby sp. Sula sp. 5
One at Cape D’Aguilar on 22 July (CFL) was possibly a Red-footed Booby.

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 33@EEEE 1

Abundant winter visitor to ponds and inshore waters, mainly in the Deep Bay area; typically
present from end September to April but with rare summer records, highest count 11,424 on 5
February 2005.

KETENGE - FEHEFAIER - 5 @ T R A K R 3 S LA
EEVIH.EIH » R EFCER 320055255 H 17 11,424 4 -

First winter period: peak count 10,569 in the January WC, latest date 9 June.
Second winter period: earliest date 18 August, high count 7,832 in the December WC.

Away from Deep Bay, recorded at Long Valley with high count three, Starling Inlet
with high count 135, Tolo Harbour with high count 54, Tai Lam Reservoir with high
count 11, West Kowloon with high count 20, Sha Chau with high count 15 and singles
at Sha Tin, several locations on Lantau and on Po Toi.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

6,534 | 7959 | 8964 | 11,424 | 10,347 | 10,081 | 11,144 | 8,736 | 10,758 | 10,023 | 9,636 | 10,569

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 247. Numbers
of Great Cormorant increased substantially between 1990 and 2005, and have now
stabilised.
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Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus 55 I

Common winter visitor to wetland areas, mostly Deep Bay, typically present October to April,
with a few individuals over-summering; highest count 26 on 18 November 2005.

HIERIRIRE - (HEFIBIEFIR - TR E g - @i+ HEr A
I » R EADER 200511 18 H Y 26 £ -

Recorded in all months, mainly from Deep Bay, with most records and all high counts
in the winter months January to March and October to December.

First winter period: peak count 19 in the January WC. Away from Deep Bay, recorded
at Starling Inlet, Tolo Harbour and Tai Lam with migrants on Po Toi on 27 March and
11 April and at Tai Mo Shan on 21 April. One at Chek Lap Kok on 24 May.

Summer: five at MPNR on 7 June with two there in July and August.

Second winter period: high count ten in the November WC. Away from Deep Bay,
recorded at Starling Inlet, Tolo Harbour and Chek Lap Kok with one on Po Toi from
10 to 14 November.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

10 12 19 26 15 18 19 17 15 13 17 19

Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus JBIHE 1

Uncommon visitor to open country throughout the year.

BETHRHINER » AR ISR EF -

One at Tsim Bei Tsui on 1 January. Singles at Tam Kon Chau on 30 May and Ma Tso
Lung on 12 June. One at Tsim Bei Tsui on 31 July with the same or others at MPNR
from 6 to 18 August and 19 to 28 September and at Fung Lok Wai on 27 October.

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Black-winged Kite is given as Figure 3. This shows
a different pattern of records between The Avifauna and recent years. The Avifauna
records occured fairly evenly throughout the year. The recent pattern is more specific
with more than 80% in the second half of the year from July to December. In eleven
of the fourteen years between 1999 and 2013, it appears that one or more long-staying
birds have arrived in the Deep Bay area in July and remained until November or later,
often moving between sites although with most records at MPNR.
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Figure 3.  Weekly Occurrence Graph - Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus [,

Crested Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhyncus JE\FEW [ 1

Scarce autumn passage migrant and rare winter visitor and spring migrant; extreme dates 29
August to 20 April, highest count six on 25 October 1996.

DRI FBILERES - FEITERENIFFEES - [ THE8/290F4/7201 27 »
HR AR 1996 F 10/ 25 I 6 4 -

Another year with both autumn and winter records.
First winter period: one at Tai Po Kau up to 26 February.

Second winter period: singles at MPNR on 12 October, Fung Lok Wai and TPK on 18
October, Long Valley on 28 October and Mount Davis on 6 November. One at Fo Tan
on 20 December.

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Crested Honey Buzzard is given as Figure 4. This
shows the main passage period of October, peaking in the last week, as well as the
recent winter records.
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Figure 4. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Crested Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhyncus [R5F#%/E
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Black Baza Aviceda leuphotes HiEaEH 1

Scarce migrant and summer visitor to shrubland and open woodland; extreme dates 11 April to
31 October with one February record, highest count 50 on 17 August 1997.

Fr AW RBHERRIEIRE + B2 H ARG IR R TR BRI F A H 7174 H
11HF10H31H 2 - Rl ##551997F8 H17HHT 50 & -

An exceptionally good year by recent standards.

Two at Ho Chung on 21 April followed by a flock of ten at Tai Tung Wo Liu near Ma
On Shan on 28 April. Singles at MPNR on 1 May and southwest Lantau on 4 May with
two at Sai Kung on 9 May. In autumn, three near Sheung Shui on 7 September with
another flock of ten there on 14 October.

Black Baza records have been scarce since 2001, particularly in the absence of large
early autumn flocks which regularly occurred in the period from 1988 to 2000. This
can be seen from Figure 5. which compares the peak weekly counts for Black Baza for
The Avifauna period with those for the years since The Avifauna

[ weekly peak court Avitauna —— weekly peak count 1998-2013

ﬂ,@,ﬁ A AP A “, N

Figure 5. Weekly Peak Counts - Black Baza Aviceda leuphotes FE R

Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela SN X

Locally common, present all year and probably largely resident, in woodland; highest count ten
on 24 March 2008.

KIS A FEXE RS » RIS » (R EFCRRF520084F3 24 A 10 4 »
Recorded in every month of the year and from widespread locations in north, central,

east and southeast NT, HK Island and Lantau, peak count six together at Wetland
Park on 18 April.
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Greater Spotted Eagle Clanga clanga 55i5 1 VU

Locally common winter visitor, largely confined to the Deep Bay area; extreme dates 9 October
to 13 April, highest count seven on 12 February 2012.

HIARIRNRE - £ FHIR P i, - HFE10H9H E4/713H.2 1] - iREFIEEG
20124E212HH) 7 £ -

All records from the Deep Bay area.
First winter period: recorded up to 1 April, high count only two in the February WC.
Second winter period: recorded from 20 October, peak count four in the December WC.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

3 2 4 4 3 3 4 4 6 5 7 4

Eastern Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca FJEN5 X VU

Locally common winter visitor, largely confined to the Deep Bay area; extreme dates 18
September to 17 April, highest count 21 on 27 February 1993.

KA IR NES - £ BHER i Hr1E9H18H 4517 H .2 [ » RiEid##
319934227 #4921 £ -

All records except one from the Deep Bay area.

First winter period: recorded up to 15 March, peak count three at MPNR on 4 January
and in the January and February WC.

Second winter period: recorded from 26 October, high count three in the November
and December WC. One at Long Valley on 26 October.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

4 3 5 4 4 3 5 5 6 4 8 3

Bonelli’s Eagle Aquila fasciatus N X

Uncommon and locally distributed resident in open country and upland areas of NT and
Lantau; highest count three on 9 November 2004.

THE B HE TG » IR P RIS - 2R EAC AR F5 20044511 A
9HHI 3 & -

Sightings of one or two in most months at widespread locations in the north, central
and east NT and on Lantau.
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Crested Goshawlk Accipiter trivirgatus JE\BAE 1

Common resident in woodland throughout HK; peak count five on 4 February 1989.
IS » IR B E 2T - iR FACER 519891 2/74 1T 5 % -

Recorded in all months and from widespread locations, peak count three. Bred in
Kowloon Park with one juvenile raised.

R W

Plate 8 Chinese Sparrowhawk Accipiter soloensis 7i[E/E
Po Toi Island, 28th April 2013 {5 201344528 H
Godwin Chan Fifi#5&g

Chinese Sparrowhawlk Accipiter soloensis TR I

Common passage migrant, sometimes in large flocks in spring; extreme dates 3 April to 6 June
and 8 September to 19 November, highest count 1,440 on 15 April 2010.

IR ESEEIER - FFEHIEGHFARFIIMLR - HriF4A3HE6 H6 H RIHSH E11A
19H.2[H] » BREFCAFE20105F4/T15 1Y 1,440 % ©
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A much better year than the previous two, with a marked spring passage.

Spring: one photographed on Po Toi on 30 March (CFL) is a new earliest spring
record. Then regular records on Po Toi to 4 May, peak count 40 on 23 April with 20
on 28 April. Also recorded at MPNR, high count 20 on 4 May with 13 on south Lantau
also on 4 May, and in small numbers at many locations in north, central, southeast and
east NT and Lantau, last record at Sai Kung on 9 May.

Autumn: no records.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

0 665 34 3 780 126 9 53 1440 4 2 40

Japanese Sparrowhawl Accipiter gularis HAMAEE X

Uncommon passage migrant, mainly in autumn, and rare winter visitor, to open country and
wooded areas; extreme dates 16 September to 5 May, highest count five on 27 October 2006.

FHIEKEA NS - WEFHHIERE » PP RTMAL - H 717F
IHI16HE5H5H.ZH] » iRiEFIE- 2006510527 HIF 5 £ -

First winter period: winter records of singles at Lam Tsuen and east Lantau to 2
February. Spring passage from 9 to 20 April with singles at Long Valley, Lantau and
Po Toi. Two at southwest Lantau on 9 May (EMSK) is a new latest date.

Second winter period: recorded mostly in singles from 21 September to 8 December
at several locations in the Deep Bay area, high count two at MPNR on 18 October,
and at Long Valley, Sha Lo Tung, Pat Heung, Lam Tsuen, Sai Kung West and East
CPs, Lantau and Po Toi, peak count three at Sai Kung East CP on 26 October. Late
December records at MPNR, Long Valley and Shing Mun.

Besra Accipiter virgatus FA7E/E I

Common resident and migrant in shrubland and wooded areas; highest count four on 5
January 2003.

T IR S RGETENRS » TR R - BB TR F320035E 1 H5 T 4 £ -
Recorded in every month and from widespread locations, mostly in the Deep Bay,
Long Valley and Lam Tsuen areas but also northeast, central, southeast and east NT,

Lantau and Po Toi, peak count three at MPNR on 11 January and 3 September. One
taken into care at KFBG from Kowloon Tong on 11 June, later released.
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Eurasian Sparrowhawlk Accipiter nisus F [t 1

Scarce late autumn passage migrant with some winter and spring records, to lowland areas
of NT, mainly Deep Bay; extreme dates 27 September to 25 April, highest count three on 18
October 2011.

WPHTRAEGEEIER - B/ EEFRIFEACEE » HREHIHEN - £ F 535 - [
THEIH27H E4H25H Z[H] » REHCERFF2011F10/ 18 HHI 3 £
One at Nam Chung on 27 January. In the second winter period, singles from 4 October

to 7 December at MPNR, Long Valley and Lam Tsuen with two at MPNR on 19
October.

Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis B I

One record on 11 December 2011.
2011412711 H G (14 -

Two records of ex-captive birds. A juvenile with jesses at MPNR from 16 December
2012 to 6 February and one taken into care at KFBG from captivity at To Kwa Wan and
released at MPNR on 20 December.

Eastern Marsh Harrier Circus spilonotus HJ§#5 I

Common winter visitor to Deep Bay wetland areas; extreme dates 5 September to 9 May,
highest count 11 on 7 January 1989.

HEIRIAES - Al TE10H E45 2 [HHR IS a5 - HFrE9H5 HE5H9H 2
[ IREFIAR 19891 H 7T 11 £ -

Another low peak count. This species seems to have declined in recent years,
especially during mid-winter. All records except one from MPNR.

First winter period: recorded to 12 April, peak count three on 15 January.

Second winter period: recorded from 23 September; high count two on several dates.
One at LMC on 30 October.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

5 6 5 3 8 8 7 7 8 3 4 3
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Pied Harrier Circus melanoleucos #3%5 1

Uncommon autumn passage migrant, rare in winter and spring, to Deep Bay wetland areas;
extreme dates 15 September to 23 April, highest count four on 28 September 2011 .

BT FHFREE - (FXEFE ZFAIEFERNT - R i8R - H 7 7r9H15
HE4H23H.2MH - RS ## 5201197281 4 £ -

All records except one from MPNR.
First winter period: one on 12 April.

Second winter period: recorded from 23 September to 11 October, peak count
three juveniles on 24 September. An adult male, a rare sighting in Hong Kong,
photographed at Long Valley on 7 October.

Black Kite Milvus migrans 25 I

Abundant, present all year and widespread, with increased numbers in winter between October
and March; highest roost count 1,150 on 30 December 1959.

PAF O] A H MR - 161 H 2= HZ A FIFR RGN > 37 el 1959
F12H30H1T 1,150 £ -

Recorded in every month throughout Hong Kong, with peak count 71 at a pre-roost
gathering at Shing Mun on 3 January and high counts 45 in the March WC, 46 in the
August WC and 38 in the December WC. However, these are not truly representative
of the Hong Kong population, as larger numbers are known to use regular roost sites
at Magazine Gap, Stonecutters Island, Sai Kung and elsewhere.

White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster [1IifFM5 X

Locally common resident in coastal areas, mainly in the eastern NT and Islands; highest count
six on 14 June 2003.
EIANTE S 2R R B RIBE R A - 3R il #F5 200346 /114 H I 6

£ o

Recorded in all months from widespread coastal locations including Deep Bay, Sai
Kung CP, Tai Lam CP, Hong Kong Island, Lantau, Lamma and Po Toi, but also
Kennedy Town, Shuen Wan and Victoria Harbour. Peak count three at several
locations.
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Grey-faced Buzzard Butastur indicus JXIEEE X

Uncommon spring passage migrant, occasionally in large numbers, with a few autumn
records; extreme dates 13 March to 5 May and 29 September to 10 November, highest count
147 on 22 March 1993.

P BTE FH5EEWE S - HEAFFHER - WG/ DEHEE » H T 1E3H13HE5H5
HEIH29H FE11H10H 2[4 » iR E#IER 1993322 HIF 147 £ »

A much better year following a poor year in 2012.

Spring: recorded from 26 March to 7 May, a new latest spring date (GW), with most
records from Po Toi, peak count 21 there on 27 March and 11 April. Also recorded at
Wetland Park, MPNR, Tai Po Kau, Lung Fu Shan and Lantau, high count six there on
7 April.

Second winter period: one at Long Valley on 17 October. One photographed at KFBG
on 9 December (LM) and another photographed at Chek Lap Kok on 27 December
(EMSK) are the first December records.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

0 2 31 30 1 28 98 16 34 10 4 21

Eastern Buzzard Buteo japonicus 3381 I

Common winter visitor to open country and lightly wooded areas, extreme dates 4 October to
10 May; highest count 16 on 11 November 2007.

TR » HER PR FEF R RGPk - H FIE10/74HE5H10H.2 1 - RiEi
HRE320079F11 711 HHT 16 & -

Widespread records from all parts of mainland Hong Kong plus islands including
HK Island. Relatively low numbers in the Deep Bay WC counts compared to previous
years.

First winter period: recorded up to 14 April, peak count four at MPNR on 11 January
and 15 February and in the January WC.

Second winter period: recorded from 13 October, peak count four at MPNR on 19
October and at Tsim Bei Tsui on 27 October.
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Plate 9  Eastern Buzzard Buteo japonicus %385
Long Valley, 1st December 2013 E2Jf 20134E12H1H
Sam Chan PfEfif

Slaty-legged Crake Rallina eurizonoides JXIWER%E X

Locally common breeding season visitor, mostly heard calling, migrant and scarce winter
visitor; extreme dates for calling birds 20 March to 14 July, highest count 17 calling at Brides
Pool Road on 17 April 2001.

KA S TEIEFEAR G ~ BRI DIIE MRS - il HERIEE - HF1E3/H20
HE7H14H.CMH » REFIEFB2001F4 17 H EHAREIE 17 EIEEIEE -

Spring records of single calling birds from 11 April to 2 May at Fanling, Pak Tin Kong
and Pak Sha O. One again at Pak Tin Kong on 5 June with one at Sunset Peak on 8
June. A female with juvenile was found in a Homantin lorry park on 16 October;
the female was taken into care and later died at KFBG, the fate of the juvenile is not
known.
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Slaty-breasted Rail Gallirallus striatus JKIFLEE X

Scarce resident and passage migrant to wetland areas; highest count 15 on 1 June 1969.

RIS RABSHETER, » HIRBS R - iR FEACARF519699F6 1 11T 15 % -

Up to two recorded at MPNR from 23 March to 8 October with one at Long Valley
on 10 April and 3 November. Other records of two at Ping Yeung on 21 July and at
Tai O on 14 October with singles at Discovery Bay on 19 October and at Kuk Po on 22
December.

Eastern Water Rail Rallus indicus ¥3@FEE I

Scarce winter visitor and migrant to wetland areas; extreme dates 3 October to 4 May.

e PHIENR B R ABELETER » HIR ISR - 17103 E5/74 HHHBE -

First winter period: up to two at MPNR to 31 March including one trapped on 7
March, and one at Long Valley on 28 January and 1 February.

Second winter period: up to two at MPNR from 13 October to 5 December and one at
Long Valley from 18 October to year end. One at Tai O on 17 November.

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Eastern Water Rail is given as Figure 6. This species
has been recorded more frequently since 2006 and particularly in the last three years.
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Figure 6.  Weekly Occurrence Graph - Eastern Water Rail Rallus indicus % @4
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White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus F 755855

Common resident in low-lying, damp areas throughout Hong Kong, probably also with some
migrants; highest count 75 on 12 January 1985.

TSI B T R A HT BRI BT S+ T TTRE &R » B EIFC R 5198541 H12 HHI75

## o

Recorded in all months, mostly from MPNR and Long Valley, peak count 71 in the
May WC, with other high counts 23 at Long Valley on 19 November and 24 at MPNR
on 28 March. Also reported from Pak Nai, Nim Wan, Wetland Park, Nam Sang Wai,
Kam Tin, San Tin, Ma Tso Lung, Starling Inlet, Siu Lam, Tai Tong, Lam Tsuen, Tsing
Yi Park, Sai Kung West CP, Tai O, Pui O and the Ham Tin River, Lantau. Migrants on
Po Toi from 10 to 17 April.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

36 49 48 54 45 54 64 47 55 62 74 71

Baillon’s Crake Porzana pusilla /NHEZE X

Scarce passage migrant to marshland; extreme dates 15 April to 3 June and 15 September to 15
November.

Fr DR BIER - HIRPH » H 4 H15H F6 H3H k9IH15H F11H15H 2[4 -

First winter period: two at MPNR on 10 May, including one trapped.

Second winter period: well photographed juveniles at Long Valley from 17 October to
24 November and at Hong Kong Park from 13 to 28 November (AP), a new latest date.

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Baillon’s Crake is given as Figure 7. Although more
records have occurred since 2007, Baillon’s Crake is still a very scarce passage migrant
in late spring and autumn.
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Figure 7.  Weekly Occurrence Graph - Baillon's Crake Porzana pusilla /NFH#E
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S "
Plate 10 Baillon's Crake Porzana pusilla /NFHEE
Long Valley, 4th November 2013 #J5( 2013411 H4H
Wallace Tse #tfii#

Ruddy-breasted Crake Porzana fusca fLIgHIZE X

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor to freshwater wetlands; extreme dates 9 August to 5
May, highest count five on 8 January 2012.

PESIRTEEBAIEMNER » HRP KK B - HFE8HIH E5HEH.C[H » BREFIE
20124E1 HS8HHT 5 # -

First winter period: recorded at MPNR to 12 April, peak count five calling on 23
March equals the highest count. Elsewhere, one at Long Valley to 5 February.

Second winter period: one at MPNR on 4 October with two at Long Valley from 9
October to year end.

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Ruddy-breasted Crake is given as Figure 8. This
species has been recorded more frequently since 2006, with regular weekly counts at
its strongholds of MPNR and Long Valley and improved recognition of its calls.
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Figure 8.  Weekly Occurrence Graph - Ruddy-breasted Crake Porzana fusca /1% %

Watercock Gallicrex cinerea ¥4 1

Scarce passage migrant to freshwater wetlands; extreme dates 31 March to 18 June and 20 July
to 18 November.

TR HTHEEEIER - HERP A KGN - HFE3H31HE6HI8H K 7H20H £11H18H
ZIH]

First winter period: a breeding plumage male at MPNR on 17 May and a sub-adult
male at Tsing Yi Park from 29 to 31 May.

Second winter period: a female-type at MPNR from 24 August to 7 November with
two there on 17 October.

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Watercock is given as Figure 9. This species has
declined since 1984, the last year of regular summer records, and it is now mainly a
scarce autumn passage migrant with a few spring records in a brief period in late May.
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Figure 9. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Watercock Gallicrex cinerea F %
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Plate 11 Watercock Gallicrex cinerea & %k
Tsing Yi Park, 31st May 2013 &7k 20134E5H31H
Allen Chan [ i

Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio ¥5/K% 1

No previously accepted Category I records.
ZHTI R DEA AR ©

One at MPNR on 31 March (JAA).

Acceptance of this record as Category I was followed by a review of all previous
records of Purple Swamphen and the acceptance of the following into Category I

14 August 1988 to 13 March 1989 - one at MPNR
23 November 1989 - one at MPNR

13 April to 30 May 1990 - one at MPNR

26 December 1990 to 4 May 1991 - one at MPNR

These records may all refer to the same bird.

-75-



Hong Kong Bird Report 2013: Systematic List.

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus BK% 1

Common winter visitor, breeding species and migrant in lowland freshwater pools and lakes;
highest count 265 on 18 December 2005.

HRIANEE ~ B SFERREMER - IR THIAIRTR AR ARG - 62 EfC AR F5 20054
12H18HYT 265 & -

Recorded in all months, mostly from the Deep Bay area, with the highest counts
there in winter, peak count 158 in the December WC, high counts 22 at Pak Nai on 13
January, 57 at MPNR on 1 February, 26 at Nim Wan on 22 November, 20 at San Tin
on 23 December and 50 at Fung Lok Wai on 31 December. Elsewhere, high count 27
at Starling Inlet in the December WC and 16 on several dates at Long Valley where
numbers show less variation over the year. Two at Pui O on 22 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

156 149 137 265 235 219 188 142 154 166 176 158

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra 1T I

Uncommon winter visitor to the Deep Bay area, although previously commoner; highest count
3,245 on 12 January 1992.

e A S TR ZHIR MRS - HER BT im s, » iR EFCER R 19924F 1 1217 3,245

## o

All records from the Deep Bay area unless otherwise stated.

First winter period: recorded up to 14 April, peak count 31 in the January WC with
the high count at MPNR of 12 on 11 January. One at Nam Chung on 2 February may
be one of two recorded at Starling Inlet in the February WC.

Second winter period: recorded from 18 October, high count 16 at MPNR on 7
December with 13 at Nim Wan on 22 November and two at LMC on 13 November.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

179 42 260 317 378 620 728 325 354 125 9 31

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 247. Numbers of
Eurasian Coot have fallen substantially from the 1980s and early 1990s, when peak
counts were usually over 1,000.
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Plate 12 Yellow-legged Button-quail Turnix tanki il =ik 7
Tsim Bei Tsui, 16th November 2013 Je51H 2013411 /16 H
Andy Cheung ik £ R

Yellow-legged Button-quail Turnix tanki % —t#5 X

Scarce autumn passage migrant and rare winter visitor to open country areas; extreme dates
20 September to 10 April.

W DHTRFAALLE R EHTE RS - HIR A HRREF - 079200 47100 &
fH# °

Singles at Long Valley from 12 to 20 October, at Grassy Hill and at Wonderland Villas
on 8 November and at Tsim Bei Tsui on 18 November. Singles taken into care at KFBG
from Kowloon Tong on 5 October and from Mong Kok on 21 October, both later
released at MPNR.
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Button-quail sp.

Singles at Sandy Ridge near Lo Wu on 25 September, at She Shan on 4 October and
near Ping Yeung on 10 December.

Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus Wi 1

Four records, extreme dates 6 December to 9 April.

Vfiiek - HF7F1276HE4H9H.C [ -

A first winter from the Mai Po boardwalk on 5 April (JAA). This is the fifth Hong
Kong record.

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus BRI 1

Common winter visitor and migrant to wetland areas, often freshwater, with breeding records
since 2003; highest count 870 on 7 March 2010.

HERIARERLEWEE » H20034E [5G BIEFIEE » % HIZP KK EHE - R ErC e
201043 H7HHT 870 & -

Recorded in all months with most records from MPNR, Long Valley, Kam Tin and
San Tin but generally a poor year for this species with low counts and no breeding at
MPNR.

First winter period: peak count 528 in the February WC, the lowest peak count since
2005. High counts of 221 at MPNR on 5 April, 107 at Kam Tin on 5 January and 36 at
Long Valley on 4 March.

Breeding season: there was no attempted breeding at MPNR for the first year since
breeding was first recorded there in 2003. High counts in the summer period were 47
in the July WC and eight at Long Valley on 16 July.

Second winter period: high counts 388 in the October WC, 249 at MPNR on 17
October, 100 at LMC on 17 September, 83 at Kam Tin on 24 December and 62 at Long
Valley on 4 November. Nine were seen flying north at Cheung Chau on 20 September
and one was at Discovery Bay on 19 October.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

273 250 350 381 668 792 820 736 870 701 720 528

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 248. Numbers of
Black-winged Stilt have increased since 2005.
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Plate 13 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta [ Wk
Long Valley, 28th December 2013 23Ji 2013412 H28 H
John and Jemi Holmes FL/8 %5 K & i vk

Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta W55 I

Abundant winter visitor to the Deep Bay area, primarily intertidal areas, typically present
October to April; has occasionally attempted to breed in recent years; highest count 16,123 on
13 January 2008.

KEHTIIENRS » B 5 R - e A2V H [ o I Bl e
RO » READER 3200841 H 13 HH 16,123 £ -

All records from the Deep Bay area and Long Valley unless otherwise stated.

First winter period: recorded to 16 June with peak count 9,840 in the February WC
and high counts 4,365 at MPNR on 28 March, 59 at Kam Tin on 5 January, 26 at Long
Valley on 2 January and 11 at Pak Nai on 13 January.

Second winter period: first record 40 at MPNR on 7 September, high count 5,487 in
the December WC with 71 at Kam Tin on 24 December and 44 at Nam Sang Wai on 27
December. Nine at Starling Inlet in the December WC was the only record away from
the Deep Bay area.
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Peak counts in recent years:

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2,500

5,864

3,980

4,490

5,813

11,957

16,123

13,061

13,883

11,693

14,604

9,840

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 248. Numbers of
Pied Avocet have increased substantially since the 1990s and particularly since 2007.

Plate 14 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus JB3AZ8 #
MPNR, 26th December 2013 K 201312 526 H
Andy Li Z&{"

Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus JE\B2:%E I

Scarce winter visitor, often in flocks, to wetland in the Deep Bay area; extreme dates 6

September to 13 May, highest count 126 on 21 November 1992.

FRDHIERNRS » 2 EEEHER B i, » H 7 7r9H6 HE5H13H.CIH » RiEid i 5
199241121 Hi 126 £ -
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First winter period: one flying north over MPNR on 14 February.

Second winter period: one at MPNR from 26 October with two there on 28 November
and three on 1 December. The peak count was five at Lau Fau Shan on 17 November.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

1 3 5 24 4 6 1 12 2 18 17 5

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 248. Numbers
of Northern Lapwing fluctuate although very high numbers in 1991 and 1992 with
counts over 100 have not recurred since then.

Grey-headed Lapwing Vanellus cinereus JKHIZE%E I

Locally common winter visitor and migrant to grassy or wetland areas, particularly at Kam
Tin; extreme dates 11 July to 29 May, highest count 80 on 5 October 1960.
TSI RIS RAEVERS - HIR IR ISR - FERIE R - HF1E7H11HF5/29H .2
1H] » BREFCERFF19605F10/75 T 80 £

First winter period: high count 17 at Kam Tin on 5 January and at Nam Sang Wai on
2 February, probably the same birds. Also recorded at MPNR and Long Valley, last
record one at Long Valley on 1 May.

Second winter period: one at MPNR on 8 September was the first record. Then
regular records, mostly at Kam Tin, MPNR and Long Valley, with the peak count 18
at Kam Tin on 24 December, the lowest peak count since 2003. Singles also Nam Sang
Wai, San Tin and LMC.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

9 14 19 22 23 23 26 24 28 31 27 18

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 248. Numbers of
Grey-headed Lapwing have increased since 2002.
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Plate 15 Grey-headed Lapwing Vanellus cinereus JKIHZ%E
MPNR, 4th April 2013 4 2013(F4 4
Andy Li Z{&{

Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva K7 3H¥EBEfE X

Common migrant, mainly in spring, and winter visitor with some summer records, mainly to
Deep Bay intertidal areas; extreme dates 1 August and 20 June, highest count 900 on 13 April
1992.

HIEIRE » FREFF  INERIRBR AL BE T » LR w48 - H
THESH1HECH20H 2] - 232 Bk F3 1992447 13 KT 900 £

Peak count the lowest of the last six years but still high by historical standards. All
records from the Deep Bay area unless otherwise stated.

First winter period: peak count 480 in the March WC with 355 from the Mai Po
boardwalk on 1 March and last record on 21 May. Two at Chek Lap Kok on 12 April,
four at Pui O on 13 April, one at Starling Inlet on 14 April, four at Ho Sheung Heung
on 29 April and three off Po Toi on 2 May.

Second winter period: recorded from 9 August, high count 431 from the Mai Po
boardwalk on 19 November, last record on 8 December.
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Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

230 358 221 57 219 196 533 860 575 853 775 480

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 248. Pacific Golden
Plover numbers have been consistently higher since 2008.

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola JKBF{i§ X

Abundant winter visitor and scarce migrant to Deep Bay intertidal areas with regular summer
records and occasional records at other coastal sites; highest count 751 on 28 January 1994.

A BIIENEERITG DN REHEE » BT EEFALLR - P S8 E - HEHERE
MRS » AR AT AR5 19944E1 JH 28 [T HY 751 £ »

All records from the Deep Bay area unless otherwise stated.

First winter period: peak count 630 in the February WC. Three at Tung Ping Chau on
6 April and two off Po Toi on 10 April. At least one over-summered at MPNR.

Second winter period: high count 244 in the November WC.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

394 297 454 565 583 390 634 705 637 479 536 630

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 248. Grey Plover
numbers are relatively stable.

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius $HEfi§ I

Common and present all year in lowland areas near water, scarce breeder; highest count 356 on
13 January 1985.

PIEFEIE - B HITEGENER - HR P CHOFIT K i, » 57 m AR 5198541 /713
356 £ -

Another low peak count for the third successive year. Although the Deep Bay WC
counts were low, there were some high counts elsewhere, particularly in autumn.
Recorded in all months with most records from the Deep Bay area, Kam Tin and Long
Valley.

First winter period: high count 90 in the February WC with 54 at Kam Tin on 5
January and 18 at Pak Nai on 13 January. Seven at Pui O on 2 March.

Breeding season: present in small numbers at Long Valley and MPNR with 45 in the
July WC.
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Second winter period: high autumn counts 77 at Pak Nai on 14 September, 54 at
LMC on 17 September, 55 at Long Valley on 24 September and 57 at Nim Wan on 22
October. One at Sok Kwu Wan on 30 September. Peak count 106 at Kam Tin on 24
December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

243 191 162 217 241 230 203 315 200 114 123 106

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 248. Little Ringed
Plover peak counts were relatively stable until 2011 but have been lower for the last
three years.

Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus ¥a55i5 1

Abundant winter visitor and scarce migrant with some summer records, to Deep Bay intertidal
areas; highest count 4,303 on 24 January 2010.

A EHIENRERFGDHEMEE - B/ EEFAIR » IR - REACAR S
20104E1 /24 H 11 4,303 £ -

All records from the Deep Bay area unless otherwise stated.

First winter period: peak count 3,221 in the January WC, last record on 19 April. 37 at
Pak Nai on 13 January and five at Starling Inlet on 17 February.

Summer: two from the Mai Po boardwalk on 10 July.

Second winter period: high count 1,451 in the November WC with 1,048 from the Mai
Po boardwalk on 31 October. Seven at Starling Inlet on 7 November, one at Chek Lap
Kok on 26 November and three at Pui O on 22 December.

A Kentish Plover of the ssp dealbatus (Swinhoe’s or White-faced Plover) was at Tai
Long Wan on 26 October (JAA), the first Hong Kong record for this ssp.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

1,543 | 950 | 2,210 | 400 827 610 | 2,094 | 1,766 | 4,303 | 2,877 | 2,640 | 3,221

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 248. Kentish Plover
numbers are relatively stable.
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Plate 16 Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus 5 7)1
Mai Po boardwalk, 13th April 2013 K74 20134F4 H13H
Sam Chan PfiE i
Subspecies mongolus/stegmanni. An unusual bird, showing more black in the breast
band and head than is typical for the species.
mongolus/ stegmanni Fiff » 32 &— @I HRAIERY > (EMAT R IE 75 s ERE 2 -

Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus 5 i7b{i5 I

Uncommon passage migrant, mainly in spring, and scarce winter visitor to Deep Bay
intertidal areas; highest count 500 on 14 April 1991.

FHEBRFTE R EE SR DHIE RS » IR 5 ST - 7ET R
199144714 1 500 £ -

Subspecies of Lesser Sand Plover can be divided into two subspecies groups, which
are treated by some authorities as separate species: the mongolus group (comprising
mongolus and stegmanni) and the atrifrons group (comprising atrifrons, pamirensis
and schaeferi). It is known that birds from both groups occur in Hong Kong, but
identification features for field separation, especially in non-breeding plumages,
are still not clearly understood. The seasonal pattern of occurrence of each group,
therefore, is not entirely clear, but most birds, especially in spring, are from the
mongolus group, while the atrifrons group (most likely schaeferi) appear to occur mostly
in autumn and winter.
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HRERE ] LLSY R WA AL - 533152 mongolus A3 (1 mongolus F1 stegmanni #H5k) 1
atrifrons §1H1 (H atrifrons ~ pamirensis K schaeferi f1AL) -~ F/-RERFEREING & 21
Ry EANE S TE o CAIREMHRIEA (R LB - BB 2 mongolus FHAIM
5o kA HBUNZ 2 atrifrons fRINE (B ATRER schaeferi) > {EWE (EIEFEE
HIAEREF I HE P RHEAIA BVE T - B HRZ MR AGE R AA 2w 7% -
Mongolus group

First winter period: in winter, four from the Mai Po Boardwalk on 20 January. Then
recorded in spring at MPNR from 26 March to 21 May, peak count 33 on 3 May.

Second winter period: one at the Mai Po boardwalk on 18 July with two there on 24
September and three on 21 December.

Atrifrons group

First winter period: recorded from the Mai Po Boardwalk with high count five on 18
January. In spring up to three recorded at MPNR between 4 April and 24 May.

Second winter period: in autumn, up to three recorded at MPNR from 10 July to 14
August.

Records unascribed to taxon

First winter period: winter high count 21 in the January WC, spring peak count 64 on
9 May, last record on 28 May.

Second winter period: recorded from 2 August, autumn high count 11 on 12 August,
winter high count nine on 19 November.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

103 200 59 30 35 179 78 85 87 79 50 64

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 249. A decline in
numbers of Lesser Sand Plover has occurred since the 1990s when peak counts were
consistently in three figures.

Greater Sand Plover Charadrius leschenaultii W57 1

Abundant passage migrant to Deep Bay intertidal areas, scarce in winter and some summer
records; highest count 2,700 on 9 April 1989.

A BHTEEEUE - XFNFFRD » HLBEFIO » R ER R AR
19894F4 H9HHT 2,700 # -

All records from the Deep Bay area unless otherwise stated.
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First winter period: 27 at Starling Inlet in the January WC and 37 at San Tin on 9
February are the highest winter counts on record. Then from 25 March to 10 June
with peak count 386 on the first date, relatively low by recent standards. Singles at
Stonecutters Island on 12 April, southwest Lantau on 13 April and Pui O on 27 April.

Second winter period: recorded from 3 July with high count 284 on 18 July, last record
on 21 December. One at Pui O on 24 November.

Peak counts in the first and second winter periods in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

600 243 241 306 232 147 302 305 773 590 540 386

76 187 237 117 227 80 500 158 478 115 266 284

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 249. Greater Sand
Plover numbers have declined from the 1990s but have stabilised since 2000.

=

Plate 17 Oriental Plover Charadrius veredu

s 571
MPNR, 30th April 2013 2K 201344 H30H
Peter and Michelle Wong ##liifi VTLE(5T
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Oriental Plover Charadrius veredus % /5{ih I

Scarce passage migrant to grassland and wetland areas; extreme dates 5 March to 2 June and 1
September to 27 October, highest count 28 on 24 September 1979.

Dl BB - HEP B ANEN - HrE3H5H 6 H2H R9H1HE10H27H.&
[ IREFIAREE19791E9 24 H I 28 £ -

Up to three including one male at MPNR between 8 and 16 April with a female at Pui
O between 13 and 17 April.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

10 3 0 0 5 1 1 5 2 2 2 4

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 249. There has not
been any significant change in numbers of Oriental Plover over this time.

4

Greater Painted-snipe Rostratula benghalensis % 1

Locally common resident breeding species, in freshwater marsh and wet agricultural areas;
highest count 41 on 4 December 2012.

A SN TETE SRR S+ HER AR B R R IR Ef £ 5 20124F 12 H 4 H I 41

£# o

Recorded throughout the year from Long Valley and MPNR with high counts of 41 at
Long Valley on 4 December and three at MPNR in May. Successful breeding occurred
in both locations. Recorded at LMC from 5 September with peak count 70 on 13
November (PJL), a new highest count. Also recorded at Pui O from 14 October to 24
November, high count four, with singles in October at San Tin and She Shan.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

15 25 33 32 12 14 23 15 20 22 41 70

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 249. Greater
Painted-snipe shows recent higher counts, mostly from LMC, although there has
been a significant decline in records from the Kam Tin area, probably due to habitat
destruction.

Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus 7K 1

Uncommon migrant and rare winter visitor to freshwater marsh, has increased in recent years
at MPNR and LMC; bred until late 1970s; recent highest count nine on 18 October 2003.

T S ERESFITEHIEMRE » 1970F[ECHT G EIERIER » HIRIRHKIHTE » STEER
T ET R Pt K 7% A5 B T AE T » AR AR F520035E10 H 18 Y 9 4 -
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First winter period: singles recorded on 6 March at LMC, from 22 April to 20 May at
Ho Sheung Heung, on 5 May at Wetland Park, from 6 to 12 May at MPNR and on 21
May on Po Toi.

Second winter period: singles at MPNR on 30 September with peak count two there
on 17 October, at LMC from 7 October to 5 December and at Long Valley from 17
October to 8 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

3 9 1 3 4 3 6 8 4 6 3 2

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 249. There are
recent higher counts of Pheasant-tailed Jacana particularly from Long Valley and
LMC.

Plate 18 Eurasian Woodcock Scolopax rusticola [}
MPNR, 3rd November 2013 Kifi 201341153 H
Herman Ip HEfCVL

Eurasian Woodcock Scolopax rusticola i 1

Uncommon autumn passage migrant and winter visitor, to wooded areas; extreme dates 28
September and 19 April, highest count seven on 17 December 1999.

TH NI FAGEEMER IR RS » AR - 0P rE9H28HFE4719H 2 A » IR
ACERF1999E 1217 K 7 % -
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First winter period: singles recorded from 1 January to 23 February at Yuen Long, Lau
Shui Heung, Tai Po Kau, Lin Au, Pak Sha O and Pui O .

Second winter period: main autumn passage from 11 October to 1 December with
records from MPNR, Ma Tso Lung, Long Valley, Pat Heung, Cloudy Hill, Ng Tung
Chai, Lam Tsuen, Tai Po Kau, Pak Sha O, Tai O and Pui O, peak count two. Birds
taken into care at KFBG from Sai Kung, Kwun Tong, Kowloon City and Kowloon
Tong. Singles in December at Chai Wan and Pak Sha O.

Estimated number of birds recorded in recent years is given below. High counts
are related to higher than normal autumn passage; most birds are now recorded in
autumn rather than winter.

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

3 29 21 19 16 19 27 21 6 23 25 27

Pintail Snipe Gallinago stenura #1227V 1 and
Swinhoe’s Snipe Gallinago megala KIS I

In view of the extreme difficulty of field identification described in Leader &
Carey (2003), records of these two species are combined. Only in-hand records or
substantiated field records in which the diagnostic structure of the outer tail feathers
is noted are considered sufficient for separation. Further work on vocalisations is
required before apparent differences in call can be confirmed.

Leader & Carey (2003)fi5 HI7ERFI Mt 48 — 2 > KL HACER & OF - R CARUR
SREUTHERRTEP I MTER - R HOM e ARSI i Ry e B T kA - B
R HWSEHI AR R 5 5E -

Common/scarce passage migrant to freshwater marsh, wet agricultural areas and fish ponds,
with highest numbers in autumn, scarce in winter; highest count 100 on 21 September 1996,
extreme dates 26 July to 27 May. Pintail Snipe is believed to be more common than Swinhoe’s
Snipe, in a ratio of approximately 4:1

AR B R BB ERERE  BEFRIGD » R KK G ~ R R i
W HFTE7H26 HE5H27H.2MH » 7 EA B 19964F95 21 HIFT 100 & © 2338%1HE
FEA DR S BRIV — »

First winter period: recorded at Long Valley to 6 May, high count ten on 10 April, and
at MPNR from 31 March to 16 April, high count four on the first date. Also recorded
from San Tin with five on 12 April and singles at She Shan on 10 January, Shek Kong
Airfield Road on 3 March, Wetland Park on 17 April and Po Toi on 18 April.

Second winter period: recorded from 1 September with most records from Long
Valley, high count 66 on 1 September, and MPNR, high count ten on 2 September
but the peak count was 78 at LMC on 15 September. Also recorded at Kam Tin, Lam
Tsuen, Pak Sha O and Pui O.
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Three Pintail Snipe were trapped at MPNR on 2 September and one Swinhoe’s Snipe
was trapped at MPNR on 31 March.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

60 34 40 40 34 20 5 45 39 13 20 78

Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago JFHRIH#E I

Common winter visitor and migrant to freshwater marsh, wet agricultural areas and fish
ponds, with extreme dates 19 August to 28 May; highest count 212 on 14 January 1990.

H IR RS FTEGES - HIRIEIKTHTE ~ IREHAIEYE - HFE8H19AFE5H28A<
1] » IR EACERFF1990E1 14 1A 212 4 »

Most records from Kam Tin, MPNR, San Tin and Long Valley.

First winter period: high count 54 at Long Valley on 14 January with eight at Kam Tin
on 5 January and eight at San Tin on 20 March. Two on Po Toi on 4 April. Last record
ten at Long Valley on 1 May.

Second winter period: earliest record on 1 September, peak count 52 at Long Valley
on 17 December with 15 at MPNR on 23 September, ten at Kam Tin on 19 October and
ten at Pui O on 22 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

80 65 60 38 58 66 47 40 52 59 63 52

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 249. Numbers of
Common Snipe have declined from the 1990s but have stabilised since 2000.

Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus KW I

Scarce passage migrant, mostly in spring, and winter visitor to Deep Bay intertidal areas;
extreme dates 4 October to 12 May, highest count five on 15 February 2009.

F BT D HEEBERIARS - R a5 E T - HF1E10/H4H E5H12
H2Z ] » REFIREG2009F2 15 H1T 5 & -

A very poor spring passage with the fewest records since 1999.
First winter period: one at MPNR from 25 to 30 April.

Second winter period: one at Nam Sang Wai on 12 October and the same bird
photographed at MPNR on 16 October. Two at MPNR on 2 November.
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Plate 19 Asian Dowitcher Limnodromus semipalmatus “P B
Mai Po boardwalk, 6th May 2013 KIfi#1% 201345 H6 H
Neil Fifer

Asian Dowitcher Limnodromus semipalmatus “PEERS 1 NT

Common passage migrant in the Deep Bay area, mainly in spring, with three summer records;
extreme dates 22 March to 8 June and 23 July to 13 November, highest count 540 on 2 May
2003.

FHFEHF DTSR - G = HE AR » R G 8w - Hr#3H22H
F6HEHR7H23HE11H13H. 2+ R EAIH 5200345552 1 540 £ »

A low peak count by recent standards. Peak counts since 2007 have all occurred in the
period 27 April to 4 May. All records except one from MPNR.

Spring: recorded from 29 March to 23 May, peak count 73 on 4 May. One at Wetland
Park on 14 April.

Autumn: recorded from 5 August to 20 September, high count 21 on 19 August.
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Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

36 540 33 44 25 132 428 173 189 68 136 73

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 249. Numbers of
Asian Dowitcher are stable although occasional very high counts occur.

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 2JEWEHE I NT

Abundant passage migrant, mainly in spring, and winter visitor to Deep Bay intertidal areas,
with regular summer records; highest count 2,190 on 8 April 1996.
FREFEFABHESTEERAIENRES - HIEIIE TR » 1R 5 - 7
FCERFS1996TF4 /I8 11T 2,190 &

A highest ever peak count confirming the increase in numbers recorded in recent
years. All records except one from MPNR.

First winter period: high winter count 620 in the February WC and peak spring count
2,400 on 4 April (RWL), a new highest count, with numbers over 1,900 recorded on
several dates in the first two weeks of April then falling rapidly over the next two
weeks. Nine flying north over Chek Lap Kok on 11 April. A few birds over-summered.

Second winter period: numbers increased from mid August, high count 816 on 2
November.

High spring and winter counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

572 721 | 1,190 | 700 950 | 1,662 | 790 | 1,900 | 1,697 | 1,562 | 1,469 | 2,400

01/02 | 02/03 | 03/04 | 04/05 | 05/06 | 06/07 | 07/08 | 08/09 | 09/10 | 10/11 | 11/12 | 12/13

450 440 571 491 451 693 965 595 511 | 1,900 | 650 672

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 249. Numbers of
Black-tailed Godwit have been increasing since 2000 and are now back to the levels
established in the 1990s.
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Plate 20 Bar-tailed Godwit Linosa lapponica Bt 2[5
MPNR, 14th April 2013 K3 201344 H14H
Allen Chan 5/

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica BEEIERS 1

Uncommon passage migrant, mainly in spring, to Deep Bay intertidal areas, with occasional
winter and summer records; highest count 400 on 14 September 1981.

FHLEBEF AR ERER - (HEXFHIEFIOR - HIR5 5 HE I - &
FRE319814FE9H 14 1T 400 £ -

A very good passage in both spring and autumn. All records from Deep Bay unless
otherwise stated.

Spring: up to six from the Mai Po boardwalk in January and February. Five off Po Toi
on 26 March, main passage at MPNR from 29 March to 18 April with peak count 155
on 12 April, the highest since The Avifauna and the highest ever in spring. Two over-
summered.
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Autumn: numbers increased from 6 September, high count 61 on 16 September, the
highest autumn count since The Avifauna, last record on 19 November.

Peak counts in spring and autumn for Deep Bay in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

85 11 28 11 23 114 22 105 26 9 20 155

4 29 6 45 9 60 25 28 14 14 6 61

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 250. Numbers of
Bar-tailed Godwit fluctuate considerably but appear to be stable.

Plate 21 Little Curlew Numenius minutus /NI
Chek Lap Kok, 22nd December 2013 7:fiif 20134125 22H
Wallace Tse i

Little Cuxlew Numenius minutus /MIE5 1

Rare spring and autumn passage migrant to wetland and grassland, with many early records
from Kai Tak Airport; extreme dates 7 April to 2 June and 26 September to 29 October, highest
count 50 on 28 April 1985.

EHHIEFE R FHGGEER - EHT P EEGER G2 (A EAERCRR - IR 5 A R T
H 7 #4A7HE652HR9H26 HE10H29M .21 » BREHI#F5198554H28 [ 50 &
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A good year, the best since 2005. Three photographed together at MPNR on 16 April
with one there on 23 April. One at Chek Lap Kok on 29 October and another there
from 18 to 25 December is the first winter record.

Estimated number of birds in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

1 2 0 8 0 0 0 0 2 2 1 5

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus "5 1

Common passage migrant, mainly in autumn, and scarce winter visitor to Deep Bay intertidal
areas, with some summer records; highest count 320 on 25 April 2012.

FHERE I LB B FIFG D HIRRE - B/ EEFAIER » 15
# o REFCER 20124425 K7 320 £ -

All records except three from the Deep Bay area.

First winter period: up to two recorded at MPNR to 28 March with 28 at Tsim Bei Tsui
on 11 February. Spring migration from 14 April, high count 72 on 27 April. 16 over-
summered in Deep Bay.

Second winter period: autumn migration from 6 August, peak count 223 on 9 August
with 147 on 23 September a late high count. Away from Deep Bay, three at Sai Kung
on 22 August, seven at Starling Inlet on 8 September and one at Tai O on 14 October.
29 in the December WC was the last record of the year.

Peak counts in spring and autumn for Deep Bay in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

53 131 32 23 53 85 48 55 28 49 57 72

135 116 114 175 134 157 217 131 237 109 149 223

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 250.

Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata FNEFIES T NT

Abundant winter visitor to Deep Bay intertidal areas with smaller numbers in summer;
highest count 1,602 on 16 January 2011.

RBIIEER » BFFG/NE - 1R - RELEB2011FE1H16 HET
1,602 % °

All records from the Deep Bay area and on migration over southern waters, mostly in
spring.
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First winter period: peak count 1,440 in the February WC with 1,288 on 3 March, 587
on 14 March and 94 on 28 March. Four migrating at Discovery Bay on 13 April and 20
off Po Toi on 18 April. Up to 12 over-summered in Deep Bay.

Second winter period: numbers building again from mid-July with a high count of
329 in the December WC. One at Long Valley on 20 August.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

849

1,244

739

1,292

1,087

1,049

1,116

1,065

1,075

1,602

1,380

1,440

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 250. Eurasian
Curlew numbers have been steadily increasing since the 1980s.
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Far Eastern Curlew Numenius madagascariensis ¥.JEF%5 1 VU

Uncommon passage migrant, mainly in spring, to Deep Bay intertidal areas, with occasional
winter records; highest count 44 on 19 April 1988.

FHTFEF A IINTEEBIER - (EXFALLE  HIRIP T - R EAERE
1988FE4 /719K 44 % -

All records from MPNR.

First winter period: recorded from 17 March, peak count six on 13 April, last record
on 18 May.

Second winter period: mostly singles from 2 August to 13 November with two on 18
October.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

4 9 4 6 2 6 15 17 19 5 6 6

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 250. There has been
no obvious change in numbers of Far Eastern Curlew over this period.

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus #55 I

Common spring passage migrant, less common in autumn and winter, mostly to the Deep Bay
area; highest count 2,500 on 17 April 1987.

B RIBE TR - ME TR E - LHEHIRP G5B ES - REICRE
19874E4 517 2,500 & -

Another lowest peak count following the declining trend in recent years. All records
from the Deep Bay area and Long Valley.

First winter period: a few wintering records from Kam Tin, MPNR and Long Valley
but 263 in the February WC was an unusually high count for recent winters. Regular
counts up to 200 at MPNR in April and early May, peak count 266 on 18 April, last
record on 6 June. Regularly recorded at Long Valley up to 1 May, high count three on
12 January.

Second winter period: a poor autumn, first record quite late on 20 August, high count
32 in the September WC. One at Long Valley from 25 November to year end.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

2,500 | 1,827 | 1,414 | 1,443 | 1,687 | 1,239 | 1,373 | 903 711 463 397 266

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 250. Spotted
Redshank numbers have shown a considerable decline since 2006.
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Common Redshank Tringa totanus LG I

Abundant passage migrant and winter visitor to Deep Bay intertidal areas; highest count 3,539
on 19 April 2008.

AIAHTEBLEVERTURMRSS - LRI AT+ IR EFCE S 2008F4 1917 3,539

#*o

Another low peak count although slightly higher than in 2012. All records from the
Deep Bay area unless otherwise stated.

First winter period: peak count 785 unusually in the January WC. Spring passage
from 12 April with a high count of only 575 in the April WC. One on Po Toi on 18
April. At least fifteen birds over-summered.

Second winter period: autumn passage from 3 July with a high count of 732 on 18
September and 215 in the November WC.

Peak counts in spring and autumn in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013
1,661 | 1,671 | 823 992 | 1,544 | 1,139 | 3,539 | 911 | 1,446 | 953 476 575

680 921 1,138 742 | 1,470 | 1,017 | 1,150 | 860 | 1,268 | 1,002 | 744 732

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 250. Numbers of
Common Redshank appear to have been slowly declining since 2001, despite the peak
count occurring within this period.

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis { X

Abundant winter visitor and migrant, mainly in spring, mostly to Deep Bay intertidal areas;
highest count 3,705 on 13 March 2011.

FREUEBFABITERBALEER - 1R T S HA » R R 3201143 H13H
H93,705% -

All records from the Deep Bay area and Long Valley.

First winter period: recorded to 13 May, high count only 760 on 18 April. Present at
Long Valley to the same date, high count eight on 22 April.

Second winter period: recorded from 26 July, peak count 1,738 on 18 October, the
lowest peak count since 2002. Recorded in Long Valley from 16 September, high count
seven.
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Peak counts in spring and autumn in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

2,125 | 2,051 | 1,896 | 2,378 | 2,411 | 1,662 | 1,839 | 3,192 | 3,381 | 3,705 | 2,237 | 760

1,467 | 2,249 | 1,732 | 2,001 | 1,656 | 2,049 | 2,521 | 2,185 | 2,503 | 1,349 | 1,633 | 1,738

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 250. The increase in
numbers of Marsh Sandpiper since 2000 has fallen back in the last two years.

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 755 X

Abundant winter visitor and migrant, mainly in spring, mostly to the Deep Bay area; highest
count 2,516 on 19 April 2008.

FHEEBFXEHTENREREUS - HIRP GBS REfC R 2008F49 191
2516 % -

Peak numbers have stabilised above 1,000 since 2004. All records from the Deep Bay
and Long Valley areas unless otherwise stated.

First winter period: high counts 930 in the February WC and eight at Long Valley on
16 April. Elsewhere, 13 off Po Toi on 10 April and eight at Starling Inlet on 18 April. A
few over-summered in the Deep Bay area.

Second winter period: numbers increased from early July with peak count 1,293 at
MPNR on 16 October and 914 in the November WC. High count at Long Valley was
three on several dates. Elsewhere, 12 at Nim Wan on 22 October, six at Luk Keng on 9
August and one at Starling Inlet on 13 December.

Peak counts in the first and second winter periods in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

942 883 722 | 1,112 | 1,233 | 1,522 | 2,516 | 1,337 | 1,976 | 1,710 | 1,012 | 930

1,189 | 1,229 | 1,128 | 1,307 | 1,816 | 1,278 | 1,398 | 1,330 | 1,022 | 1,173 | 1,319 | 1,293

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 250. Numbers of
Common Greenshank appear stable after some higher counts between 2006 and 2011.

Nordmann’s Greenshank Tringa guttifer /NE G T EN

Uncommon passage migrant, mainly in spring, and scarce winter visitor, to Deep Bay
intertidal areas; highest count 58 on 13 April 1993.
FLHAEBEFT 2 GEECE RS I PHIERE » RIS BT - = EACER S
19934F4 /71317 58 & -
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A fairly good year, slightly above average. Peak counts since 2007 have all occurred in
the period 1 to 13 April. All records from MPNR and the boardwalk hides.

First winter period: up to two seen regularly to late March. Numbers then increased
rapidly with peak count 22 on 1 and 4 April and 18 on 12 April, then fell rapidly with
last record on 9 June. A minimum of 24 individuals were believed to be involved.

Second winter period: one from 2 to 19 November.

Peak counts and estimated total number of birds in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

11 10 18 8 9 46 8 30 8 38 24 22

- - 24 31 32 50 26 34 15 46 34 25

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 251. Numbers of
Nordmann’s Greenshank fluctuate but are broadly stable.

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus FJE5E; I

Common migrant and winter visitor to freshwater wetland areas; extreme dates 6 July to 9
May with one June record in 1987, highest count 76 on 12 January 1992.

HHTREE R FIRMRE » IR A KGN - H T 1E7 H6 HESHIH Z [+ 17 E#
199241 H12Hi 76 4 -

Recorded in all months with good counts by recent standards in both the first and
second winter periods. Widespread in lowlands of central and northwest NT, mainly
in Deep Bay and at Kam Tin, Long Valley, Shek Kong and the Lam Tsuen Valley.

First winter period: peak count of 44 in the March WC, 14 at Kam Tin and four at Shek
Kong Airfield Road on 5 January, eight at Long Valley on 25 February and nine at San
Tin on 14 March. Two at Lam Tsuen on 10 June are the second June record.

Second winter period: earliest record on 21 July, high count 35 in the September WC
with eight at Long Valley on 18 November, eight at Nim Wan on 22 November and
14 at Kam Tin on 24 December. Singles at Tai O on 31 August and at Pui O on 24
November and 29 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

44 44 57 49 57 55 34 42 42 31 31 44

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 251. There has been
a slow decline in Green Sandpiper numbers since 2000.
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Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola Hkigh X

Common migrant and winter visitor to freshwater marshy areas; highest count 1,221 on 10
September 1998.

T ETERFIENRE » HIRIARAKITE » IR EACERF51998F9T10H Y 1,221 £ -

Recorded in all months with most records from the Deep Bay area, Kam Tin and Long
Valley.

First winter period: high count 177 in the April WC with 70 at Kam Tin on 5 January
and 170 at Long Valley on 11 April. 17 off Po Toi on 11 April and 12 at Pui O on 14
April. Last record on 6 June.

Second winter period: earliest record on 21 July, peak count 374 at LMC on 3 October
with 174 in the August WC, 110 at Long Valley on 16 September and 57 at Kam Tin on
24 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

762 227 327 474 597 699 512 433 382 386 480 374

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 251. Wood
Sandpiper shows relatively stable numbers.

Grey-tailed Tattler Tringa brevipes JKJEEER; X NT

Common passage migrant to rocky coastal and intertidal areas with occasional summer records;
extreme dates 20 March to 26 November, highest count 554 on 16 May 1987.
HIRHLESEEER  (HEFACA - AR E R R - A T3 200 E11/7
2612 /4] » BREHCERFS19874F5 16 1Y 554 % -

Another good year with another highest peak count since The Avifauna. This species
was uplisted to Near Threatened by IUCN in 2014 based on a declining global
population.

Spring: recorded from 8 April to 4 June, peak count 174 from the Mai Po boardwalk
on 24 May with 14 at Nai Chung on 30 April and six at Shui Hau, Lantau on 17 May.

Autumn: recorded from 4 August to 5 October, high count 11 in the September WC
with five at Tai O on 31 August and six at Pak Nai on 14 September.

Peak counts in Deep Bay in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

64 58 52 78 15 27 40 160 5 30 162 174

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 251. The decline in
numbers of Grey-tailed Tattler in Hong Kong since 1995 has been reversed somewhat
by recent higher counts.
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Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus W 1

Common passage migrant, mainly in spring, with occasional summer records and rare winter
records, in Deep Bay intertidal areas; highest count 590 on 24 April 2007.
FHIELFHTHIAEEIER - (HHEFICRR T HEFACR IR -
B EHCER 520074 24 KT 590 % ©

All records from the Deep Bay area unless otherwise stated.

First winter period: nine in the January WC following wintering records in the second
winter period of 2012. Numbers arrived from third week in March with 100 on 28
March, 218 on 3 April and peak count 320 on 22 April, last record 14 on 10 June. One
at Pui O on 8 April.

Second winter period: recorded from 10 July with 72 on 16 August and high count
123 on 5 September, last record on 26 November. One at Long Valley on 26 August is
an unusual non-coastal record.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

481 425 327 262 372 590 531 502 376 402 290 320

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 251. Numbers of
Terek Sandpiper are relatively stable.

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos B 1

Common and widespread in wetlands, present all year though few in summer; highest count
154 on 14 April 2002.

B R HEFRD HREMHIS - HR R REACERF20024E4 T 14 14T 154 4 -

Recorded in all months, although with few records in June and July, from widespread
sites throughout NT and from islands.

First winter period: peak count 140 in the April WC with 40 at San Tin on 12 April, 41
at Tai Sang Wai on 14 April and six at Pui O on 5 May.

Second winter period: high count 112 in the September WC with 25 at San Tin on 23
December and at Wo Shang Wai on 30 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

154 90 90 76 100 95 86 92 116 125 96 140

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 251. Common
Sandpiper has shown a steady increase in peak counts since the 1990s.

-103 -



Hong Kong Bird Report 2013: Systematic List.

Plate 23 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres Fll 15
Mai Po boardwalk, 21st April 2013 K71 201344 H21H
Wallace Tse i

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres Fla 5 I

Passage migrant, common in spring, scarce in autumn and rare in winter, mostly in intertidal
areas of Deep Bay; highest count 268 on 20 April 1994.

BEFHA ~ WP~ XFFANEEGELR - 1B - R e AR 51994
F4H20F1H7 268 £

Another poor year with a very low peak count and few records. All records from
MPNR unless otherwise stated.

First winter period: recorded from 26 March to 18 May, peak count only seven on 4
May. Three off Po Toi on 10 April, one at Wetland Park on 14 April and two at The
Brothers on 22 April.

Second winter period: only three records, one from the Mai Po boardwalk on 3
September, two in the September WC and three at Pak Nai on 14 September.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

76 86 80 39 34 100 46 40 30 34 5 7

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 251. Ruddy
Turnstone has shown a long period of decline with peak counts below ten in the last
two years.
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Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris Kigfs I VU

Common passage migrant, mainly in spring, and scarce winter visitor, to Deep Bay intertidal
areas; highest count 560 on 8 April 2001.

FHIELFHZHAEE IR L HIERR - HRRE /T - iR i EF32001
TF4HI8H Y 560 £

Low numbers in both periods. All records from the Deep Bay area unless otherwise
stated.

First winter period: winter high count 28 in the January WC. 39 on 17 March
increasing to the peak count 113 on 12 April, last record on 9 June. Four off Po Toi on
14 March and ten over Chek Lap Kok on 11 April.

Second winter period: recorded from 16 August to 19 November, high count 14 in the
November WC.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

91 161 201 231 41 340 127 372 301 157 120 113

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 251. Numbers of
Great Knot are relatively stable although with some recent low peak counts.

Red Knot Calidris canutus FLIETERS X

Common passage migrant, mainly in spring, and scarce winter visitor, to Deep Bay intertidal
areas; highest count 200 on 6 May 1990. Two subspecies occur - piersmai and rogersi -
separable only in breeding plumage in spring.

LHEBHF R N AEEE BRI PHIENES » RIS I - &R EiCAR F319904F
5H611 200 £ - GRIELEFE + 71 Fpiersmaifrogersi » NG ZFZIGEINFA HEFPF -

A good year by recent standards. All records from Deep Bay.

First winter period: winter high count six on 26 February. In spring, up to ten in
April with 3 rogersi and 7 piersmai, then a sudden increase to peak count 89 on 11 May
including 24 rogersi and 64 piersmai, last record on 4 June.

Second winter period: recorded from 16 August to 19 November, high count 24 on 16
November.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

94 65 120 16 16 144 52 19 26 25 7 89

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 252. Numbers of
Red Knot fluctuate but the counts in six of the last nine years have been very low.
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Sanderling Calidris alba — L& I

Uncommon passage migrant, mainly in spring, to Deep Bay intertidal areas; extreme dates 19
March to 8 June and 3 August to 22 November, highest count 67 on 4 May 1993.

FHEBEF A DB - R g s - Hr7r3H19H E6 HSH KSH
BHE11H22H.2MH - REFE 519935 H4H I 67 £ -

The lowest peak count since The Avifauna again, after the same in 2012. All records
from MPNR.

Spring: recorded from 29 March to 11 May, mostly singles with a peak count of only
two on 23 April.

Autumn: one on 5 September was the only record.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

9 22 16 11 23 10 15 12 4 10 3 2

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 252. A rise in
numbers of Sanderling in the mid-2000s appears now to have been reversed with very
low numbers in recent years.

Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis KLSHERS 1

Abundant passage migrant, mainly in spring, scarce in winter and occasional summer records,
to Deep Bay intertidal areas; highest count 3,756 on 11 April 2010.

FHIEHEFAGNTELEMUER - XFAFD - HHE TR - RIS 8T - &=
RS 20109E4 5 11 H Y 3,756 % -

A much better year following two poor years. All records from the Deep Bay area
unless otherwise stated.

First winter period: winter high count four on 15 January. Increasing from late March
with peak count 1,770 in the April WG, last record on 6 June. One at Pui O on 8 April,
two on Stonecutters Island on 12 April, one at Nai Chung on 30 April and two off Po
Toi on 3 May.

Second winter period: recorded from 8 August, high count 59 on 5 September, last
record three on 16 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

2,575 | 2,302 | 2,239 | 1909 | 1,478 | 2,239 | 741 | 2,700 | 3,756 | 956 460 | 1,770

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 252. Red-necked
Stint has generally shown an increase in numbers since the 1990s, although numbers
were low in 2011 and 2012.

- 106 -



Hong Kong Bird Report 2013: Systematic List.

Little Stint Calidris minuta /NERE 1

Uncommon spring passage migrant with two autumn and one winter record, to Deep Bay
intertidal areas; extreme spring dates 20 March to 8 June, highest count six on 25 April 2004.

P SIEFEFEENES - BRI E R — X FRER - R E A - HF1E
3H20H E6H8H.C[H] » R EFIE#F52004F4 /72517 6 £ -

Up to three recorded regularly at MPNR from 29 March to 28 April.

Temminclk’s Stint Calidris temminckii 3 MVERS X

Common winter visitor and migrant, mostly to the Deep Bay area; extreme dates 22 August to
27 May, highest count 152 on 18 October 1997.

RIS EALBIER » HE i - H 18 H22HE5527H.2 [ » REid##
F31997410/18 HH7 152 £ -

Peak count rather low by recent standards. All records from the Deep Bay area unless
otherwise stated.

First winter period: peak count 28 in the January WC. Ten at San Tin on 25 February
and at MPNR on 24 February, four at Ho Sheung Heung on 15 April and last record
one at Wetland Park on 17 April.

Second winter period: one at MPNR on 22 August equals the earliest autumn
record, and was followed by four at Nim Wan on 23 August. Then recorded from 18
September, highest count 20 from the Mai Po access road on 16 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

35 36 15 16 43 37 16 30 58 41 59 28

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 252. Temminck's
Stint numbers appear to be relatively stable although at a lower level than the 1990s.

Long-toed Stint Calidris subminuta FRHERS I

Common passage migrant, mainly in spring, and scarce winter visitor, mostly to the Deep Bay
area; extreme dates 28 July to 27 May, highest count 175 on 13 April 1993.

FHEEFE GBS E BRI DHIRNRE - IR G - HT#7H28HE5
H27H ZIH » R EF AR 519934 F13 19 175 € »

The lowest peak count since 2005. All records from the Deep Bay area unless otherwise
stated.
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First winter period: one in the January WC. Then from 1 April to 12 May, peak count
28 at Long Valley on 16 April with 24 at Tai Sang Wai on 13 April and 20 at MPNR on
26 April.

Autumn: recorded from 14 August, high count 13 at LMC on 5 September with three
at Ho Sheung Heung on 7 October the last record.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

49 12 36 7 44 39 54 32 77 84 54 28

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 252. Numbers of
Long-toed Stint are relatively stable.

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos BEgiERS 1

Rare passage migrant, primarily in spring, to Deep Bay intertidal areas; extreme dates 1 April
to 23 May and 20 September to 21 October, highest count two on 21 October 1995.

FHIEBEFFEGHIEEEES - PG FEER  Hrr4H1HE5H23H K920
HE10H21HZ[H » iRE#IE 199510521 HIF 2 £ -

Singles at MPNR on 14 and 30 April and 3 May.

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata SETER 1

Common passage migrant, mainly in spring, to Deep Bay intertidal areas; extreme dates 22
March to 9 June and 23 July to 2 December, highest count 300 on 10 May 2004.

LHEBEF AN EEEER - a8 ER - Hrr3/H22HE6 H9H K723
HEI12H2H 2R » =i ## 5520045710 HHY 300 % -

A good peak count following a very poor year in 2012. All records from the Deep Bay
area unless otherwise stated.

Spring: recorded from 28 March to 6 June, peak count 197 on 9 May. Two at Chek Lap
Kok on 12 April, seven at Pui O on 13 April and one at Long Valley on 16 April.

Autumn: recorded from 16 August to 24 September, high count 28 in the August WC.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

246 231 300 48 68 175 86 22 59 130 15 197

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 252. Numbers of
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper are relatively stable.
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Plate 24 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata 2 F7E#5
Mai Po boardwalk, 6th May 2013 HKHfii24§ 20134E5H 6 H
Allen Chan BizE

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea HWETERE 1

Abundant passage migrant, primarily in spring, occasional in winter and summer, to Deep
Bay intertidal areas; highest count 10,982 on 17 April 2007.

FHEBEFAGNEEEUER - (HEEXE _FHITL - IR IGH 8 0IER  R e
200744717 HHT 10,982 & -

All records from the Deep Bay area.

First winter period: recorded from 13 February to 4 June, peak count 5,440 on 24
March.

Second winter period: recorded from 23 July to 24 September, high count 15 on 26
July. Three at LMC on 17 September.

Peak counts in recent years: the four years of very high peak counts from 2007 to 2010
have not been repeated.

4,490 | 4,535 | 6,000 | 3,947 | 4,151 | 10,982 | 9,012 | 9,168 | 9,296 | 5794 | 6,147 | 5440
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A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 252. Numbers of
Curlew Sandpiper are stable except for the high counts in the four years between 2007
and 2010.

Dunlin Calidris alpina BJE1E#ES 1

Abundant winter visitor and scarce passage migrant to Deep Bay intertidal areas; extreme
dates 31 July to 20 June, highest count 5,845 on 9 January 1995.

EHIENR SR D HIEEEEIER - HER P IE - H 731 HE6/720H.2
2]+ SR EFIERF19954E1 91 5,845 & »

The second highest peak count on record, the highest since 1995. All records from the
Deep Bay area.

First winter period: peak count 5,030 in the January WC, numbers falling very rapidly
in early March, last record on 15 April.

Second winter period: recorded from 2 September, high count 2,860 in the November
WC.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

1,430 | 2,430 | 2,303 | 222 | 1,990 | 174 | 2,000 | 3,036 | 2,500 | 3,870 | 3,100 | 5,030

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 252. Numbers of
Dunlin have fluctuated but do not show a clear long-term trend.

Spoon-billed Sandpiper Eurynorhynchus pygmeus W5 I CE

Scarce spring migrant, with some autumn and winter records, to Deep Bay intertidal areas;
highest count 13 on 3 April 2005.

FADHIBEFHEIEEWER - G/ BT REFR - IR G SRR - REICREG
2005F4H3 KT 13 £ -

First winter period: up to two at MPNR from 6 to 14 April, at least three birds in total.

Second winter period: one at Tam Kon Chau on 16 December is an unusual winter
record.

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Spoon-billed Sandpiper is given as Figure 10. The
peak period to see this species in Hong Kong is the first three weeks in April.
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Figure 10. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Spoon-billed Sandpiper Eurynorhynchus pygmeus ~JWi5

Peak counts and estimated total number of birds in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

1 2 5 13 1 5 2 1 1 2 2 2

- - - 21 1 7 2 2 2 4 5 4

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 253.

Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus FHW§#5 X
Common passage migrant to Deep Bay intertidal areas, mainly in spring with some winter
records; highest count 320 on 16 April 1988.

FHEEBRFEAHTELEBHEE - G/ EXFHIER - IR G HET - &EICREG
19881F4 /716117 320 £ -

A good peak count by recent standards after a very poor one in 2012. All records
except one from MPNR.

First winter period: recorded from 12 March to 24 May, peak count 127 on 10 April.
One at Wetland Park on 2 April.

Second winter period: autumn passage from 16 August to 24 September, high count
31 on 9 September. Up to four at the Mai Po boardwalk from 16 November to 21
December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

60 123 81 116 39 78 137 94 55 95 27 127

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 253. Counts of
Broad-billed Sandpiper are have been stable since 2000 although generally lower than
in the 1990s.
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Plate 25 Ruff Philomachus pugnax i &k
Tung Chung, 25th August 2013 Hiffj 20134:8 H25H
Wong Shui Chi #Hii

Ruff Philomachus pugnax Jitkis I

Scarce passage migrant to Deep Bay intertidal areas, rare in winter and one summer record;
highest count 10 on 25 October 1999.

WLHTHFEVES - XFFH » 7 FALE  HRI GBI - R R
19994E10/725 1 10 & -

First winter period: singles reported at MPNR from 4 to 18 April, with at least two
individuals involved.

Second winter period: singles at Tung Chung on 25 August (an unusual record
away from Deep Bay), MPNR on 24 September and 1 October and Tai Sang Wai on 4
October.

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 253.
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Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus FLSEEERS X

Common passage migrant, mostly to coastal waters but sometimes inland, with occasional high
counts and rare winter records; highest count 2,490 on 5 April 2012.

R BIHEREER - (G S ERE - RFFIRRAIGEE » IR K o eI bE
HIB » IR EADEREB2012F4 75 H ) 2,490 # -

Most records from MPNR, Tolo Harbour and southern waters.

Spring: recorded from 28 March to 21 May, peak count 409 passing northeast offshore
from Po Toi on 9 May with five from the Mai Po boardwalk on 5 April, 171 in Tolo
Harbour on 11 April and 11 at Long Valley on 22 April.

Autumn: recorded from 1 September to 3 October from MPNR, Long Valley and
southern waters, high count four at Long Valley on 24 September.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

367 120 250 | 1,000 | 952 939 102 360 128 610 | 2,490 | 409

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 253. Numbers of
Red-necked Phalarope are stable with occasional high counts.

Oriental Pratincole Glareola maldivarum Y58 X

Passage migrant, common in spring and uncommon in autumn, to lowland areas of NT;
highest count 530 on 5 October 1994.

FBEEIES » BFWI - BRI HI - HHERHER - 32 FACER 5199410/ 5
HH 530 % -

Most records in spring, from the Mai Po area and southern waters.

First winter period: recorded from 1 March to 23 May, peak count 27 at MPNR on
21 March. Also recorded from Chek Lap Kok, high count five on 6 April, Ho Sheung
Heung, high count three on 8 April, Pui O, high count four on 13 April and Po Toi,
high count four on 2 May.

Second winter period: all records from MPNR between 7 August and 14 November,
high count 12 on earliest date.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013
15 10 32 9 71 22 32 21 70 250 21 27
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Plate 26 Oriental Pratincole Glareola maldivarum % el
MPNR, 3rd March 2013 >K4fi 201343 H3H
Allen Chan B

Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla = g5 X

Rare spring passage migrant with some winter records; extreme dates 13 January to 22 May.

FEHRIFEFEMLEUER - GLEAFAIR - HFTE1IA13HE5H22H .2 -

At least two adults off Po Toi on 6 March (GW) and another adult there on 10 March
(BK).

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Black-legged Kittiwake is given as Figure 11.
Regular watching for seabirds from Po Toi and boat trips into southern waters since
2006 have shown this species to be an annual early spring migrant through Hong
Kong waters.
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Figure 11. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla =i
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Brown-headed Gull Chroicocephalus brunnicephalus Fi8E5 I

Rare winter visitor and migrant to Deep Bay, extreme dates 21 October to 1 May; highest
count three on 7 March 1992.

FEEWIRNREIBUEL - R G35 » H7F10H21HE551H2 /] - RELHRE
19924E3H7H Y 3 £ -

An adult in summer plumage at the Mai Po boardwalk from 21 to 23 April.

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus FLWES I

Abundant winter visitor to Deep Bay and coastal waters; highest count 20,629 on 13 January
1996.

KBHIENESS » IR I R iR K » 1R A F51996 11 T 13 Y 20,629 % »
All records from the Deep Bay area unless otherwise stated.

First winter period: peak count 7,817 in the January WC, last record on 9 June. Two
off Po Toi on 22 February is a rare sighting in southern waters.

Second winter period: recorded from 9 October, high count 2,943 in the December
WC.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

13,000 | 12,601 | 9,322 | 8,985 | 14,016 | 11,978 | 11,600 | 5,643 | 10,575 | 9,160 | 6,993 | 7,817

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 253. Black-headed
Gull numbers have been declining over the past 20 years.

Saunders’s Gull Chroicocephalus saundersi JW5ES 1 VU

Common winter visitor to Deep Bay; extreme dates 5 September to 30 May, highest count 172
on 10 February 1994.

HRIERE » R+ H T E9H5HESH30H.2 ] » REFI 51994210
HEg 172 -

All records from Deep Bay.
First winter period: peak count 65 on 26 February, last record on 24 April.
Second winter period: first record on 30 October, high count 21 on 21 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

61 46 15 57 51 60 61 75 74 58 75 65
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A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 253. Saunder’s Gull
numbers have declined since the 1990s although they are now stable.

Black-tailed Gull Larus crassirostris JBJERES I

Common winter visitor to intertidal areas of Deep Bay and spring passage migrant to coastal
waters; extreme dates 30 August to 10 June with two summer records; highest count 293 on 22
February 2003.

R I R I A NR BRI R K B 5 BB 5B R - A RE AT
B0 HFTESH30H E6 H10H Z 4] » iR Bl ##F520034F2 H 22 1] 293 ££ »

First winter period: recorded in the Deep Bay area to 18 March, high counts 42 at Tsim
Bei Tsui on 24 February and six at MPNR on 1 March, and in southern waters from 2
to 19 March , peak count 187 on the earliest date, another high count following one in
2012. Two at The Brothers on 29 January. A first winter off Po Toi on 2 May.

Second winter period: recorded at the Mai Po boardwalk from 10 November, high
count three from 21 December.

Peak counts in recent years: although in most years the peak count is below 50, there
are occasional years with much higher counts, as in 2012 and 2013. This may be related
to observer effort in southern waters, where this species appears to be more common
than in Deep Bay.

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

11 293 12 4 5 1 12 7 27 7 172 187

Mew Gull Larus canus k5 X

As the full characters for separation of L.c. heinei are uncertain, only L.c.
kamschatschensis and L.c. brachyrhynchus (one accepted record) are on the HK List
although birds showing characteristics of L. c. heinei have been recorded nine times.

HEIRBATA L. c. heinei BTEFHEIAUFCERC A LA » (HHEISH PR R 2 EE - 72
{EEFHE TR B A Uk L.c. kamschatschensis . L.c. brachyrhynchus (5 —{FfcEk) ©

Scarce winter visitor and migrant to Deep Bay; almost all first-winters; extreme dates 10
January to 29 March, highest count two.

RLHIENRR REUER - BRI E SRR —FEX KA - U E % - HFE1H10
HE3H29H 2] » 52 Ffr#ihs 2 4 -
First winter period: up to two first-winter kamtschatschensis recorded regularly from

the Mai Po boardwalk to 18 February and another or the same on 18 March. One at
The Brothers on 29 January.
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Second winter period: one at the Mai Po boardwalk on 15 and 16 November (DAD),
the first autumn record.

Estimated number of birds in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

1 2 1 0 2 0 1 2 3 2 2 4

Vega Gull Larus vegae %A HE X

Scarce winter visitor to Deep Bay; extreme dates 31 December to 3 April, highest count five on
29 January 2012.

FRPHIEMRS - HHR =8 HFE12/31 HE4H3HZIH - 5REHCERF320124F1 1
29HH7 5 & -

First winter period: recorded at the Mai Po boardwalk from 15 January to 4 March,
peak count two.

Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans 515 #E; 1

Uncommon winter visitor to Deep Bay and coastal waters; extreme dates 28 November to 17
April, highest count 25 on 13 March 2000.

T ARIRNRE - IR G Rk - H7F11 28 HE4917H 2 [E] » i7E#
FREG20009E3 13 HHT 25 & -

First winter period: recorded in Deep Bay to 29 March, peak count six on 4 March,
three adult and three first winter. Two adults off Po Toi on 6 March.

Second winter period: a first winter at the Mai Po boardwalk on 21 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

13 15 9 5 1 3 7 8 9 5 12 6

Slaty-backed Gull Larus schistisagus K5 I

Scarce winter visitor to Deep Bay and coastal waters; extreme dates 26 November to 3 April,
highest count seven on 25 January 2000.

FRAPIRNRES » HIRBS R Je bk s+ HFE11H26 H £4H3H 2 [ » ZiEd it
20004E1 25 H1F 7 £ -

First winter period: up to two first winter birds recorded regularly at the Mai Po
boardwalk from 11 January to 29 March.
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Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

6 2 5 2 1 3 4 2 4 2 3 2

Heuglin’s Gull Larus fuscus J5IKHE, 1

Common winter visitor to Deep Bay and spring passage migrant to coastal waters; extreme
dates 6 September to 30 April, highest count 865 on 28 January 2000.

ARSI RIS AR R R R B K B B B B R » AT E9/ 61 F4/
B0H 2] » AR ECARF520009F1 HH 28 KT 865 &

First winter period: recorded in the Deep Bay area to 4 April, peak count 410 on 4
March. In southern waters, migrants from 14 February to 3 April, high count 194 on 6
March, with one on 24 April. One at Chek Lap Kok on 7 March.

Second winter period: recorded from 30 October, high count 123 on 21 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

780 543 237 460 345 291 305 635 700 276 455 410

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 253. Numbers of
Heuglin’s Gull are stable.

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica BESMEMRES X

Common spring migrant, scarce in autumn, some summer records; mainly recorded in the
Deep Bay area; extreme dates 3 March to 20 October, highest count 731 on 19 April 2009.

B EEES - REFAIFG D - B/hEE AN » FEHRP E i EE - H
3H3HZE10H20H.2[H » 7 EAI#E 520094 19H 1T 731 £ -

All records from MPNR unless otherwise stated.

Spring: recorded from 1 March (JAA), a new earliest date, with numbers building
rapidly in April to the peak count 939 on 19 April (RWL), a new highest count. Passage
recorded on Po Toi from 10 April to 23 May, high count nine on 24 April.

Summer: five at MPNR on 16 June with at least one remaining to 10 July. One at Sai
Kung on 9 June with three in eastern waters on 20 July.

Autumn: recorded from 2 to 24 September, high count 21 on 23 September.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

67 255 172 266 100 600 311 731 465 323 333 939
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A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 253. Numbers of
Gull-billed Tern have been increasing since the 1990s.

Plate 27 Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia £ F
MPNR, 4th April 2013 K 201344 H4H
Andy Li &~

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia K[M§E I I

Common spring migrant, scarce in winter and autumn. Most birds recorded in the Deep Bay
area, but small numbers occur offshore. Highest count 164 on 8 April 2012.

HEFIEFEHR  UE TR - F BRI G 8 S, - (A DB R
VT o+ SR EACHR 2012647871 164 £ -

All reports from the Deep Bay area.

First winter period: up to two at MPNR to 3 February. Then from 4 March, peak count
44 at MPNR on 1 and 10 April, last record on 18 May. Four at MPNR on 10 June.

Second winter period: recorded from 13 to 19 November, high count four.
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Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

19 75 150 9 10 30 22 102 47 96 164 44

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 254. Numbers of
Caspian Tern are relatively stable with occasional high counts.

Greater Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii K JB\FHEES I

Common spring passage migrant through coastal waters with occasional summer and autumn
records; extreme dates 1 April to 3 October, highest count 33 on 21 April 2010.

AR IEEE - (HE EEEAINR - EHIRPRE K - H 7 7F4H1H£10
H3HZ R » 57 EFI R F320104E4 /5 21 HIYT 33 £ »

All records from southern waters.

Spring: passage recorded at Po Toi from 3 April to 24 May, peak count 52 on 9 May
(GW), a new highest count.

Autumn: two on 1 September.

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Greater Crested Tern is given as Figure 12. Regular
watching for seabirds from Po Toi and boat trips into southern waters since 2006 have
shown this species to be an annual spring migrant through Hong Kong waters with
accasional summer records and a small autumn passage. The main spring passage
usually occurs in the third week of April although in some years a second passage has
occurred in the second week of May. The reason for this is not clearly understood.

[ m avirauna 15952013

Figure 12.  Weekly Occurrence Graph - Greater Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii K JFIFEES

A graph of peak counts by year from 1990 to 2013 is given on page 254. Numbers of
Greater Crested Tern recorded have increased since 2006 for reasons given above.
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Little Tern Sternula albifrons [¥A#MEES X

Uncommon spring passage migrant through coastal waters and in Deep Bay, scarce in autumn
with recent summer records; extreme dates 4 March to 20 June and 2 August to 9 November;
highest count 400 on 2 May 1999 (Typhoon Leo).

P BTGNS - AEFHIFT D - TG EFALER » KR e i
HFE3H4HE6H20H K8H2HE11 HIH 2 [H] » REA##E51999F5H2H (Ie/m TFl
By HE) 57400 & -

Spring: recorded from 3 April to 21 May at MPNR and in southern waters, peak count
seven at MPNR on 4 April and 9 May.

Summer: occasional records in June and July at MPNR, high count three on 14 July
including a juvenile. These are the fourth summer records after the first in 2009.

Autumn: one at MPNR on 23 September.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

6 48 22 7 6 12 32 40 60 6 12 7

Aleutian Tern Onychoprion aleuticus [1REHERS X

Uncommon passage migrant through coastal waters, mostly in spring; extreme dates 5 April to
7 June and 2 August to 15 October; highest count 865 on 2 May 1999 (Typhoon Leo).

FHFBEF A BB » IRk H T F4H5HF6H7H E8H2
HZE10H15H 2[4 » &R EATEFEF19994E5 /720 (G TFIF ) HifH) #7865 & -

All records except one from southern waters.

Spring: recorded from 23 April to 15 May, peak count 250 in a single flock off Po Toi
on 14 May. One flying north over Chek Lap Kok on 15 May.

Autumn: recorded from 1 to 24 September, high count 32 in the East Lamma Channel
on 5 September.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

2 70 2 20 130 112 44 200 430 21 108 250
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Bridled Texrn Onychoprion anaethetus faHHeEs I

Common summer breeder and passage migrant mostly in Mirs Bay and southern waters;
extreme dates 12 April to 3 October; highest count 749 on 25 September 1993 (Typhoon Dot),
highest breeding bird count in Mirs Bay 650 in summer 2004.

T E FRIERLAEEER - LRGP AIBR K - HF1r4712H %1043
HLZIH » REFCEREE1993E9/725 11 (MM 1HE# Hiff]) i 749 & o EANEBETE L
IR AR 20045 B 1] 650  »

Recorded from 24 April to 1 September, high count 35 past Po Toi on 15 May. One at
MPNR on 3 July was a first record there.

Surveys during the breeding season recorded 405 in Mirs Bay with a further 174 in
southeastern and southern HK waters (AFCD data). Survey coverage has increased
substantially since 2010.

Breeding season peak counts in Mirs Bay and southern waters in recent years.
Breeding season counts in southern waters have only been carried out since 2010.

451 528 650 450 244 201 400 369 375 332 520 405

- - - - - - - - 102 282 207 174

Plate 28 Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii FIAERS
Tap Mun, 4th August 2013 #["1 20138 H4H
Kinni Ho faffdi3
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Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii FyRLHEES X

Uncommon summer breeder in southern and eastern waters; extreme dates 29 April to 29
September; highest breeding bird count in Mirs Bay 231 in summer 1998.

PRI E FEIES » LHHZI R R K HFE4H29H F9H29H 2 [ » 15X
WA SR B AR 5 1998 - B F 1 231 £ -

Recorded from 18 May to 1 September, mostly from breeding islands in eastern and
southern waters.

Surveys during the breeding season recorded 62 in Mirs Bay with a further 222 in
southeastern and southern HK waters (AFCD data). Survey coverage has increased
substantially since 2010.

Breeding season peak counts in Mirs Bay and southern waters in recent years.
Breeding season counts in southern waters have only been carried out since 2010.

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

8 50 69 5 3 0 91 42 69 19 136 62

- - - - - - - - 38 101 135 222

Black-naped Tern Sterna sumatrana BRL#EES 1

Common summer breeder and migrant in southern and eastern waters; extreme dates 6 April
to 16 October, highest breeding bird count in Mirs Bay 274 in summer 2004.

IR TR REVERS - ERHR SRR AR - HFE4H6HE10/H16 H.Z[H »
TEXMEEIL SR FAC R F52004 57 2 (1) 274 £

Recorded from 24 April to 5 September, mostly from breeding islands in eastern and
southern waters.

Surveys during the breeding season recorded 125 in Mirs Bay with a further 330 in
southeastern and southern HK waters (AFCD data). Survey coverage has increased
substantially since 2010.

Breeding season peak counts in Mirs Bay and southern waters in recent years.
Breeding season counts in southern waters have only been carried out since 2010.

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

107 202 274 139 32 45 81 86 120 182 333 125

- - - - - - - - 180 181 329 330
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Common Tern Sterna hirundo :3@eEs I

Uncommon passage migrant through coastal waters, extreme dates 22 March to 26 October;
highest count 2,100 on 2 May 1999 (Typhoon Leo). At least two taxa occur: longipennis and
birds from the tibetana/minussensis group, with the former dominating.

T SRR EEE S » T E A EAKEL - HFE3/722HE10/26 H Z[E » 5= E#
FRE319994E5 2 (le TFIE ) HfE]) /9 2,100 % - iRDPRETALIE © longipennis £7

£ - tibetana / minussensis X °

Spring: four at Lung Kwu Chau, western waters, on 2 April, two at the Mai Po
boardwalk on 18 April, then from 24 April to 9 May in southern waters, high count 29
on the last date.

Autumn: up to 22 at the Mai Po access road from 14 to 16 August following the
passage of Typhoon Utor. In southern waters from 1 to 5 September, peak count 41 on
1 September. One at MPNR on 23 September.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

50 70 0 20 330 48 56 25 38 27 62 41

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida $3171 1

Common passage migrant, occasional summer and winter records; occurs at inland wetlands
and coastal waters; extreme dates 8 August to 28 June, highest count 150 on 16 September
2003.

HIRH RSB IER - (A E R FACH - R IE R Rt 7 ok B - T TE8HSHE
6728 2 [H] » 42 AL #kF520034E9 /716 AT 150 £

All records from the Deep Bay area and southern waters.

Spring: three at San Tin on 17 January and one from the Mai Po boardwalk on 11
February. Then recorded from 11 April to 14 May, peak count 78 in the May WC, high
counts 15 at Po Toi on 9 May and 29 from the Mai Po access road on 11 May. One at
MPNR on 16 June.

Autumn: recorded from 14 August to 30 October, high counts 23 at Lut Chau on 26
September, 28 at Tai Sang Wai on 16 October and ten at Starling Inlet on 20 October.
One at Ma Tso Lung on 14 December.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

50 150 20 57 26 138 77 95 60 30 23 78
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White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus F1VFE; 1

Common passage migrant, mostly in spring, with some summer records; occurs at inland
wetlands and coastal waters, occasional large movements occur; extreme dates 1 April to 31
October, highest count 3,000 on 12 May 1986.

LHEEBEF AN HEEER - GLEE TR  (HEAHEEETSR - HE IE R
RIEKIG  H 741 HE10/H31 H 2] » REFH I EG1986 5 H12 HHY 3,000 £ -

All records from the Deep Bay area and southern waters unless otherwise stated.

Spring: recorded from 21 April to 15 May, peak count 68 from the Mai Po access road
on 14 May with 33 off Po Toi on 9 May. One at MPNR on 3 July.

Autumn: one in southern waters on 1 September, four at San Tin on 18 September and
one at MPNR on 23 September.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

31 42 5 8 500 750 280 111 700 70 177 68

Parasitic Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus §iJ2MEES I

Scarce spring migrant through offshore waters, extreme dates 4 April to 19 June; highest count
16 on 2 May 1999 (Typhoon Leo).

RDPHIEFEER - TR K HT1E4H4HF6 H19H 2 - IR EHIREF1999
E5H2H (BeE TFIE ) HE) 7916 & -

One photographed in the East Lamma Channel on 4 April and one from Po Toi on 15
May.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

0 0 0 5 10 2 4 4 6 3 6 1

Long-tailed Jaeger Stercorarius longicaudus FJ2ES I

Uncommon spring migrant through offshore waters, occasional autumn records often typhoon-
related, extreme dates 12 March to 3 June and 21 August to 5 November; highest count 69 on
5 April 2006.

TP HIBEFEUS - (HEEREE G RITK TR - P BEE K - HTFE3H12H%E6
HIHRSH21HE11A5H.ZH » 17 EF 52006 F4 75 H11 69 £ °

Three at MPNR on 23 September, following the passage of Typhoon Usagi, was the
only record.
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Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

0 0 0 20 69 24 40 8 8 1 8 3

Jaeger sp. Stercorarius sp. HikE

Two unidentified jaegers from Po Toi on 24 September.

Ancient Murrelet Synthliboramphus antiquus J@W§iRE 1

Uncommon early spring passage migrant and rare winter visitor to coastal waters, extreme
dates 22 November to 29 May; highest count nine on 19 February 2006.

TERIBEA S E F GG B BRI B » B » H FE11 H22H
S5H29H.Z [ » iR EHERk 52006 F2H19H 11T 9 £ »

Recorded off Po Toi from 6 March to 3 April, peak count three on 7 and 9 March.

Domestic Pigeon Columba livia Jiif 1B

Locally common resident, especially in urban areas, commensal with man.

RTINS » FERE el » ST B -

Most records from MPNR and Long Valley systematic counts. Regular records of
displaced racing pigeons with Taiwan RPA leg bands on Po Toi.

Oriental Turtle Dove Streptopelia orientalis [LIBEL X

Common and widespread winter visitor to most natural or semi-natural lowland habitats,
almost certainly breeds in the Deep Bay area in some years; largest numbers present November
to February, highest count 706 on 3 January 1996.

IR RIBEMGHTRMRE - LRI EA T AR ER AR SE - 3P AT LU GE T o 2 R
IR - T HE = HZBRIRS » iR mCERF5 1996 F1H 3 HIY 706 £ -
Recorded in all months although with most records from January, November and

December, mostly from the northwest NT, particularly the Deep Bay and Long Valley
areas, Lam Tsuen and on Lantau, peak count 54 at MPNR on 20 March.
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Plate 29 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto JKEENS
Mai Po access road, 2nd October 2013 fH5=JH#§ 2013410 H2H
Cheung Lap Wing 1E175¢

Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto JKIENS 1IB

Locally common breeding resident in the northwest NT, highest count 46 on 14 October 2011.
HORVERTH SRS - MR - HRPHTRFAL - iR EAC#RF3 20114610/ 14 H Y 46

%o

Recorded in all months except July with all records from the Deep Bay area, peak
count 37 at San Tin on 12 December with 26 at Fung Lok Wai on 24 April. Breeding
confirmed at LMC. Singles at Long Valley on 1 May, 18 and 27 October.

Red Turtle Dove Streptopelia tranquebarica ‘KBS I

Common passage migrant, mostly in autumn, and winter visitor to open country lowland
habitats, especially in the Deep Bay area; extreme dates 26 July to 14 June, highest count 106
on 2 October 2006.

LR BB BAIR S - 2R 1 i i 1 A G 2+ HF
TE7H26HE6 714 H 2 [ + R EAIEFF2006 102 H11T 106 % -

First winter period: recorded to 1 May, most records from MPNR and San Tin but also
Wetland Park, Long Valley, Lam Tsuen, Tai O and Po Toi, high count 27 at San Tin on
12 April.
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Second winter period: an immature male at MPNR on 9 August. Then recorded from
22 September with most records up to 24 November and mostly from MPNR and San
Tin but also LMC, Long Valley, Lam Tsuen, Lantau and Po Toi, peak count 45 at San
Tin on 23 December with 34 at Fung Lok Wai on 27 October, 23 at LMC and 17 at She
Shan on 3 October and eight at Pui O on 14 October.

Spotted Dove Spilopelia chinensis BRFABIMG 1

Abundant resident in diverse habitats in urban and rural areas; highest count 138 on 5
February 2008.

AFIIENS » R 1 AN B EH T EIREE » IR B 3200852 H5 HIY 138

Recorded in all months with most records coming from systematic surveys at MPNR,
Long Valley, Lam Tsuen, Pak Sha O and from KFBG recoveries, peak count 104 at Tai
Sang Wai on 19 April with 74 at MPNR on 1 February and 66 at San Tin on 24 October.

Common Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica #3505 X

Uncommon but widespread resident, locally common in some areas, in closed-canopy
shrubland and forest habitats; highest count seven on 11 July 1982.

g RIS - 7F NIt F i 5 HE G i B el iR 7 R T+ 4%
FEACER S 19824E 7 H 11 HHT 7 £ »

Recorded in all months and from widespread locations in north, central, southeast and
east NT , HK Island, Lantau and Tung Ping Chau, peak count three. One on Po Toi,
where it is not resident, on 3 November.

Thick-billed Green Pigeon Treron curvirostra JEMEFEIES 1

Four records from 30 December to 23 April.
VHEfEER - 7£12/130H 423 H . [k 7 -

One at the Che Kung Temple, Sha Tin from 14 to 22 April (SW et al.) was in very poor
feather condition and considered ex-captive.

White-bellied Green Pigeon Treron sieboldii L5 I

Five records from 14 November to 23 April.
ZUMEFCER - 1211 /714 H 4/ 23 H.Z [HERF -

One at Shing Mun on 23 October (SLT). This is the sixth Hong Kong record, and the
earliest.
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Whistling Green Pigeon Treron formosae FLTE#MS X

No records.

2012: one of the Ryukyu Islands ssp., either permagnus or medioximus, on Po Toi on 14
November (GW et al.). This is the first Hong Kong record.

Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis 55 I

Widespread and common resident in lowland shrubland areas; highest count 25 on 21 April
2008.

SR MHIETR - £ ZEHIR T TR - 1R EACERF520081F-4/721 T 254 -

Recorded in all months from widespread locations in NT and islands with most
records coming from regular surveys at MPNR, Long Valley, Lam Tsuen, Pak Sha
O and Po Toi. Peak count 26 at MPNR on 23 May is a new high count. Breeding was
recorded in Kowloon Park.

Lesser Coucal Centropus bengalensis /MEHE I

Widespread but uncommon resident in areas of grassland or grassland/shrubland; highest
count 13 on 16 April 2007.

PERHETFE ST - F B R IR BN - SR ECARF52007F47 16 FHY 134 -

Recorded in most months with most records from north and central NT, Lantau and
Po Toi, peak count five above Discovery Bay on 31 May.

Chestnut-winged Cuckoo Clamator coromandus FI3ABIHRS I

Uncommon spring and summer visitor, scarce in autumn, to closed-canopy shrubland and
woodland, most records in April to June; extreme dates 5 March to 19 November; highest count
ten on 26 April 1997.

T SANTERSFIZ RS + RENFFFD » R B IR BB K R KA - Foik % 1r
PIE G - HFE3H5H F11H19H 2 [ » R iE### 51997 F4H26 H 1 10 £ -
One at Kwan Tei on 22 March was an unusual March record. Then recorded from 5

April to 18 July from north, central, southeast and east NT, Lantau, Cheung Chau and
Po Toi, peak count four at MPNR on 18 April. One at MPNR on 21 August.
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Plate 30 Chestnut-winged Cuckoo Clamator coromandus %137 FGEHE
MPNR, 15th April 2013 4 201364 15[
Sam Chan [ [F##
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Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus WERE 1

Common and widespread, recorded in all months though less frequently in winter, from urban
and rural areas with trees; highest count 37 on 2 October 2011.

ARSI » Al BT EGHEFAE A » R il ARSI ok ko 17
EADEREE2011FF10H2HHT 37 £ »

Recorded in all months and from widespread locations in NT and islands, peak count
25 at MPNR on 17 August.

Peak counts in recent years. The peak counts of this species have increased in recent
years, especially from autumn counts of birds feeding on fruiting figs at MPNR.

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

8 4 16 16 10 17 21 14 19 37 20 25

Plaintive Cuckoo Cacomantis merulinus J\EF:BS I

Common, mainly recorded in spring and summer when calling and less frequently in autumn
and early winter, in open lowland areas; highest count seven at Ho Sheung Heung on 24
September 1993.

G » LHEEEFEE TR  FAER A ERNED » HEZ P CHE | G REF -
R EAIAR S 19932E9 H 24 H 7777 AI#R-IFHT 7 £ -

Recorded in all months, mostly from north and central NT and Lantau, peak count six
at Long Valley on 25 March.

Fork-tailed Drongo Cuckoo Surniculus dicruroides 535 1

Rare passage migrant, with nine records; extreme dates 16 April to 9 May and 21 August to
15 October.
FHIGEER - AR - HriE4A16 HE5H9H R8H 21 HE10H15H 2 °

One photographed at Lung Fu Shan on 23 April (HI). One singing at Pak Tin Kong,
Lam Tsuen, from 10 to 16 May (DT), a latest spring date.

Large Hawk Cuckoo Hierococcyx sparverioides KIEfE X

Locally common spring and summer visitor to closed-canopy shrubland and woodland; extreme
dates 8 February to 25 September; highest count ten on 22 March 2001.

Kip A NTEFIRBAIRNRE » 1R G R EH AR R R A - HFE2H8HE9A
251 Z[H] » iR ERCERF520014E3 22 I 10 % »
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Recorded from 28 February to 21 July, mostly singing birds in the period up to end
June, from the north, central, southeast and east NT, HK Island, Lantau, Cheung Chau
and Lamma, peak count of four at several locations.

Hodgson’s Hawk Cuckoo Hierococcyx nisicolor g ICFLRE X

Uncommon spring and summer visitor to closed-canopy shrubland and woodland with extreme
dates of 26 March to 2 September, peak count three.

THRATERSHIEIRE - 25 G @ TR # R A - [ FE3/726 1 E9/72
HZﬁsﬁ " REACARG 3 & o

Another good year continuing the recent increase in records of this species.

Recorded from 21 March at Pak Sha O (GJC), a new earliest record, to 26 June, with
most records from Lam Tsuen, Tai Po Kau and Pak Sha O, peak count three at Wu Kau
Tang on 1 May equals the previous peak count. No autumn records in 2013.

A Hawk Cuckoo on Po Toi on 7 November could not be positively identified as either
Hodgson's or Northern, H. nisicolor.

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Hodgson’s Hawk Cuckoo is given as Figure 13.
This compares the number of records in the ten years after the first record in 1994 with
the ten years from 2004 to 2013. The recent increase in records can be clearly seen.
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Figure 13. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Hodgson's Hawk Cuckoo Hierococcyx nisicolor Z& KA

Indian Cuckoo Cuculus micropterus PWIEkLES X

Locally common spring and summer visitor to open woodland habitats; extreme dates 10
March to 10 August, highest count seven.

HRRIBERERIENRE » KRR - HF1E3H10H E8/H10H 2[4 » 47T
7
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Recorded from 1 April to 20 June from widespread locations in NT, Lantau, Cheung
Chau, Po Toi and Tung Ping Chau with a peak count of six at Fung Lok Wai on 26
April.

Oriental Cuckoo Cuculus optatus WIS I

Scarce passage migrant, extreme dates 26 March to 21 May and 28 August to 23 October;
highest count five on 9 May 1999.

FEPHIESEIER - HFE3H26 HE5/21H KR8/ 28HFE10/H23 .24 » R EFHES
199945917 5 % -

A much better year following a poor one in 2012.

Spring: recorded from 2 April to 8 May, most records from Po Toi and MPNR, peak
count of two on Po Toi on 7 April. One at southwest Lantau on 7 April and two there
on 13 April.

Autumn: singles at San Tin on 6 September and Tai Mo Shan on 16 September.

A hepatic female on Po Toi from 7 April to 4 May and again on 4 July was either this
species or Himalayan Cuckoo C. saturatus.

Collared Scops Owl Otus lettia T I

Common and widespread resident in lowland areas of closed-canopy shrubland and woodland;
highest count 11 on 17 April 2001.

BRI T F B IR TR #E R - 57 EfC R £ 2001 44
17HET 11 £ -

Recorded in all months, mostly calling birds or birds taken into care at KFBG. Regular
locations for calling birds were Ng Tung Chai, Pak Tin Kong, TPK Headland and Pak
Sha O, peak count five at Pak Tin Kong on 18 February. 22 were taken into care at
KFBG during the year from various locations including Wanchai.

Oriental Scops Owl Otus sunia ¥Lfi1% I

Scarce autumn passage migrant with one spring and one summer record; extreme dates in
autumn 1 October to 18 December.

FEDHIA T8 BUE R - G — 8 TR E Fidek - Hr7E10H1HE12H18H
ZIH] o

Singles recorded from 18 to 29 November at Robin’s Nest and Cloudy Hill, with one
taken into care at KFBG on 9 November from Tin Shui Wai.
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Eurasian Eagle Owl Bubo bubo J555 X

Scarce and locally-distributed resident in remote areas of hill slope grassland.

DT MER A IEATE » HR 5 A L LRI

An unusually large number of records for this secretive species. Recorded in most
months, including July, with many records from Wo Shang Wai and the border area
around Lok Ma Chau and Lo Wu, peak count two at Wo Shang Wai. KFBG recoveries
from Tate’s Cairn, South Bay HK Island and Tai O.

Brown Fish Owl Ketupa zeylonensis #4155 I

Scarce and locally-distributed resident at the interface of large freshwater streams and the coast
or at reservoirs, both in areas of mature shrubland or woodland.

T DT RIS BRI » IR AR A e B 7 B B K S PSR e S P o R T
A -

Recorded from two separate locations in Sai Kung West CP, at Pui O, peak count two
there on 7 November, and on Cheung Chau.

Brown Wood Owl Strix leptogrammica fipk55 X

Scarce resident in Tai Po Kau and the Lam Tsuen Valley, first record on 6 November 2007.
BEAIERRTHIE L HIERS » B ACER 200711 H6H

Recorded calling in the Lam Tsuen valley in most months and at Tai Po Kau in
January, February and October.

Asian Barred Owlet Glaucidium cuculoides HESERGEE X

Common though locally-distributed resident with most records from forest and open-country
areas in the north and central NT; highest count six on 11 May 2001.

H TR » BESKIE M H T T IR R AR R LSS IR P R RS IR - 4R B £ 552001
FE5H11HHT 6 £ -

Recorded in all months, from the north, central and east NT, peak count three at Wu
Kau Tang on 31 January. Nine taken into care at KFBG during the year.
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Northern Boobook Ninox japonica [E55 X

Uncommon passage migrant, mainly in spring, to woodland and shrubland areas especially on
offshore islands; extreme dates 24 March to 26 May and 3 October to 29 November, highest
count five over southern waters on 5 May 2007.

FREEGFTEIDHGEEILR - 2 1R AR EART - HTE3H24HE5
26 H R10H3H E11H29H Z[H » iR ERCERES200745 75 H TR K BUERTHTT 5 4

Spring: recorded from 24 March, equalling the earliest date recorded in 1979, to 8 May
with most records from Po Toi but also from Kwun Tong and southwest Lantau, peak
count three on Po Toi on 20 April. One taken into care at KFBG from Central on 8 May.

Autumn: one taken into care at KFBG from Kowloon Tong on 20 October and one on
Po Toi on 7 November.

Grey Nightjar Caprimulgus jotaka Y H01EE X

Scarce passage migrant with some summer records, to areas of closed-canopy shrubland;
extreme dates 1 February to 29 November; highest count five on 8 May 2001.
LHESEEER - F/EEFAIER - IR F IR BB EAR# - HrE2A1H 11
H29H.Z[H] » BRERCERF52001F5 8T 5 4 »

Spring: one at Pak Sha O from 22 March to 29 May with two at Fanling on 11 April
and one at Sai Kung on 2 May.

Autumn: one at Pak Sha O from 14 to 20 October and one at Robin’s Nest on 19
November.

Savanna Nightjar Caprimulgus affinis HF1%1E I

Uncommon and locally-distributed resident in areas of lowland grassland; highest count 22 on
8 October 2000.

THSLTIEMIIE R - U BRI - 52 FACERES20007F10 8 HHY 22 % -

Recorded in all months except December with most records in the period February
to June, many calling birds, from north, central and east NT and Lantau, peak count
three at several locations.

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Savanna Nightjar is given as Figure 14. This shows
a clear peak in spring, mostly calling or displaying birds, and another peak in autumn,
involving either post-breeding dispersal or possibly migrants from outside HK.
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Figure 14. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Savanna Nightjar Caprimulgus affinis A&

Himalayan Swiftlet Aerodramus brevirostris JiMESHfE X

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor; extreme dates 29 August to 25 May.

R PHTELEEEBHIARE » HFE8/729AF5/7250.2[H °

First winter period: one at MPNR on 2 January. Singles at Long Valley on 26 April
and 31 May.

Second winter period: two at Tai O on 31 August, singles at Nim Wan on 5 September
and Po Toi on 28 September. Singles at Lut Chau on 14 December and at Tai Sang Wai
on 15 December.

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Swiftlet sp. is given as Figure 15. The first record
was in 1990: this chart shows all records of swiftlets in the period 1990 to 2004,
including those identified in The Avifauna as types 1, 2 and 3, and compares these with
records from 2005 onwards. Records from 1990 to 2004 were almost exclusively in
winter and early spring, whereas records between 2005 and 2013 have also included a
number in early autumn and early winter.

[m1990-2004 m2005-2013
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Figure 15. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Swiftlet sp. Aerodramus sp. xxx
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White-throated Needletail Hirundapus caudacutus gt FENHE X

Scarce spring passage migrant with two autumn records; extreme dates 25 March to 15 May
and 19 September to 27 October; highest count 23 on 2 May 1999.

FrADHIBEFHEREER - BRI ERR » HrE3H25HE5H15H9H19H £10H
27H.Z[H] » BREATER 199945 H 2 [ 23 £ o

15 at Tai Mo Shan on 22 April, three at Tai O on 1 May, two at MPNR on 4 May and
seven there on 6 May.

Silver-backed Needletail Hirundapus cochinchinensis JXWigT &M I

Scarce spring passage migrant with isolated summer and two autumn records and occasional
high counts; extreme dates 2 March to 11 May, 8 June to 21 July and 29 September to 8
October; highest count 150 on 2 April 1995.

R ADHIBREMELEMER - G E FALER ~ WA AR (4G E B AL - H 73
H2HE5H11H ~ 6/ H8HE7/21HRIF29HE10H8H & H] » iRiEAI#EF51995F4/72
HHT 150 £ -

Three at Pak Sha O on 7 April was the only record.

Pacific Swift Apus pacificus FJEH#E I

Common spring passage migrant and summer visitor, some autumn and a few winter records,
mostly to the Deep Bay area and islands; two taxa occur, the nominate on passage and
kurodae breeding (Leader 2011); highest count 3,000 on 4 April 1987.

TN E LB BTIE RS » DB EICR A X FLR - LI G0
FESL KBS » Leader 2011 /51 G RIMEEFE © 154 2 B8 50058 M7 2 kurodae HITEAR
HIBYE » IR DB 5198754 H 4 HHT 3,000 £ -

Recorded from 25 February to 19 September, mostly from MPNR, Lantau and Po Toi,
highest passage count 20 at Ho Sheung Heung on 22 April with 30 at Waglan Island,
where they breed, on 12 May.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

12 80 50 20 20 20 40 50 80 36 50 30

The numbers of this species recorded in recent years are much lower than in The
Avifauna period, when daily counts of over 400 were made on spring passage in most
years. The highest daily count since The Avifauna is 80.
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House Swift Apus nipalensis /N1 R #E I

Abundant spring passage migrant, mostly to the Deep Bay area, and widespread common
resident; highest count 3,000 on 18 March 1985, 30 March 1991 and 26 February 1993.
FHULRE I B A E FAAGEEERE M T S » RIS TE19851F
3H18H ~ 1991431130 ~ FK19931F2/726 H###HY 3,000 % -

Residents recorded in all months from widespread locations. Low counts of spring
migrants with the peak count only 170 at MPNR on 3 March with 107 at San Tin on 12
February.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

500 300 | 1,000 | 500 800 500 120 400 400 200 500 170

As with the previous species, recorded numbers of this species are now much lower
than in The Avifauna period, when daily counts of over 2,000 were made on spring
passage in most years. The highest daily count since The Avifauna is 1,000 and and
since 2006 is only 500.

Oriental Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis =8 5 1

Common and widespread passage migrant with one summer record; extreme dates 30 March to
5 June and 24 August to 28 November, highest count 16 on 21 April 1988.

S H T ESEERES  H—HEFALE - HF1E3H30H 6 H5H K824 H 114
281 Z[H] » BREACERES 17198844521 HHT 16 € »

Spring: a very good spring migration with good counts from widespread locations.
Recorded from 6 April to 11 May , most records from Lantau and Po Toi but also from
north, central, southeast and east NT, Cheung Chau and Tung Ping Chau, peak count
13 at Wu Kau Tang on 11 May with three at several locations.

Autumn: recorded from 8 September to 8 October with most records from Lam Tsuen
and Po Toi, high count of three on Po Toi on 20 and 24 September.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

1 4 14 5 12 15 10 15 10 9 7 13
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Plate 31 Oriental Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis = 5
Po Toi, 1st October 2013 i 2013%10H1H
Kinni Ho fi#%

White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis Ffi3522 1

Common and present all year, mostly in wetland areas, with numbers much reduced in the
period April to June (breeds mostly away from wetlands); highest count 46 on 15 October 2000
and 18 December 2005.

BIEREHIE » R - VA FAHR - 52 B R G - R
HIBEANG D » R EATIRBTE20004E10/7 15 J2 2005412 /718 #7121 46 £ -

Recorded in all months, mainly from regular counts in the Deep Bay area and Long
Valley, Nim Wan, Starling Inlet and Tsing Yi Park but also other locations in central
NT and Lantau, peak count 23 in the August WC. Breeding season records at Nim
Wan, MPNR, Ho Sheung Heung, Tsing Yi Park, Pak Sha O and Ap Lei Chau.
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Peak counts in the Deep Bay WC in recent years: this species has been declining in
Deep Bay in recent years.

Plate 32 Black-capped Kingfisher Halcyon pileata B35
Mai Po boardwalk,15th April 2013 KIfii#4% 20134 H15H
Isaac Chan PfiZR

Black-capped Kingfisher Halcyon pileata 83572 1

Uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor with occasional summer records in Deep Bay
and relatively undisturbed coastal areas; highest count 20 on 19 October 1986.
TSR TEBEE LR FIENRS - (G EFALER R TE I 8 Rl it i
HRFIRCERES TE1986 F 10197 20 % -

First winter period: recorded up to 3 May with most records from Deep Bay, Starling
Inlet, Pui O and Po Toi, high count two at several locations.
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Second winter period: one at MPNR on 5 August was an early record. Then from 1
September, mostly from MPNR and Starling Inlet, peak count six at Starling Inlet on 6
December .

Peak counts in recent years: the numbers of this species recorded in the Deep Bay WC
has been declining. This year the Deep Bay WC high count was only two and the peak
count for the species came instead from Starling Inlet.

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

17 18 11 10 13 13 10 9 5 5 3 6

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis Y8225 I

Common and present all year in wetland areas but peak numbers occur on passage; highest
count 72 on 14 October 2012.

BIER NG - BEIFR RS - 1R - R EACER S 20129F 10 14 H AT 72
£ o

=

Recorded throughout the year with summer records at MPNR, Long Valley and Lam
Tsuen, peak count 60 in the August WC with 13 at San Tin on 12 April and 18 at Ma
Tso Lung on 12 October. Passage on Po Toi from 26 February to 9 May. Elsewhere,
regular records came from Nim Wan, Starling Inlet, Tsing Yi Park, Tseung Kwan O
and Pui O.

Peak counts in the Deep Bay WC in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

59 66 64 64 70 65 53 46 60 68 72 60

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis BEfa) I

Common resident in fishpond and other wetland areas, especially Deep Bay; highest count 34
on 11 June 2006.

HRIIER » 2 R IE B i B » IR EACERFS (200656 /111 HIY 34 4 -

Recorded throughout the year with summer records at MPNR, Long Valley, Nim Wan
and Nam Chung, peak count 21 in the May WC. All records from the Deep Bay, Long
Valley and Starling Inlet areas except for one at Siu Lam on 11 August.

Peak counts in the Deep Bay WC in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

16 20 26 25 34 28 20 16 26 22 23 21
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Blue-tailed Bee-eater Merops philippinus TEHRIENE 1

Uncommon passage migrant, extreme dates 4 April to 22 May and 25 September to 1
November; highest count 121 on 5 October 2007.

TSGR » HFTE4/74HE5/722H K925 HE11H1H.2[H » R EFHES
1E2007F 10519 121 £ -

A good spring for this species.

Spring: recorded from 6 April to 8 May with most records from MPNR, peak count
67 on 2 May. Also recorded from Tai O with four on 7 April, Tai Sang Wai with three
on 21 April, Long Valley with 12 on 22 April and San Tin with ten on 26 April. One at
MPNR on 23 May (JAA) is a new latest spring record.

Autumn: recorded from 29 September to 21 October with all records from the MPNR
area and Long Valley, high counts 18 at MPNR on 7 October and 15 at Long Valley on
8 October.

Peak counts in recent years. There has been an increase of records since 2006, possibly
reflecting increased observer coverage during the passage periods.

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

9 6 37 8 15 121 27 76 40 20 43 67

Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops )i I

Uncommon winter visitor, migrant and occasional summer visitor, with two breeding records.

PHIRHIRMES ~ BIER - FIEEHIEIRS - B RAEIEHCER -

First winter period: a wintering bird remained on Po Toi until 7 April. Singles at
Ocean Park from 27 January to 6 February and at Sheung Shui on 29 January.

Second winter period: singles from 23 August to year end at Nim Wan, MPNR, Tai
Sang Wai, San Tin, Tuen Mun, Sai Kung West CP and Tung Chung,.

Great Barbet Megalaima virens KEFKAS 1

Uncommon resident in mature secondary broadleaf forest in central and southeast NT, mostly
Tai Po Kau. Appears to be declining; highest count 14 on 21 May 1994.

THIEHTEEG - BB LITLERAD T > LRI IR B A AR TR £ 28
AHGE » IR EACERFFTE19944F5 /921 I 14 %

Recorded in most months with most records of calling birds from forest areas of
central NT, high count five at Tai Po Kau on 26 October. Also recorded at Luk Keng,

Wu Kau Tang, Ho Chung, Pak Sha O and Ma On Shan CP, where the peak count of
seven on 13 February was the highest count since The Avifauna,.
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Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla 3% 1

Uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor to lightly wooded areas; extreme dates 28
August to 23 April, highest count four on 1 April 1978.

T RHESEEMER IR IR » AR TERGaRATHA - H T1E8/128H E4/723 0.2 fH » 17
IEICERFBTE1978F 41 AT 4 % »

First winter period: one at MPNR on 2 January. Singles trapped at MPNR between 13
March and 12 April and one at Chek Lap Kok on 2 April.

Second winter period: recorded from 6 September to year end, mostly at MPNR and
Long Valley but also at Chek Lap Kok from 24 September to year end with peak count
two there on the first date, Tai O on 1 October and 8 to 15 December and at LMC on 3
October.

Speckled Piculet Picumnus innominatus BEIFEA S X

Probably now a rare resident at Tai Po Kau and possibly other woodland and shrubland sites.

RATRERTF AT » FH AT » I ATREER AL 7T -

Recorded at Tai Po Kau in most months of the year, although not June or July, peak
count two on 4 August. Also recorded at Lau Shui Heung on 9 and 22 January and at
Pak Sha O on 8 September, 18 October and 21 December.

Bay Woodpecker Blythipicus pyrrhotis T{HETRKAK S 1

Rare resident of mature broadleaf secondary forest with most records from Tai Po Kau.

TR » HRTEAH IR LT - AT AT 2R o

Up to two recorded from Tai Po Kau, including TPK Headland, in most months.
Elsewhere, two at Tai Om on 14 November and one at Shing Mun on 21 December.

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus L4 1

Common autumn migrant and winter visitor, mainly from October to March, to open country;
extreme dates 5 September to 22 May with one summer record, highest count ten on 6
November 1968.

BT E B RBAIZNEE » 8 FiEE - +HE+HE=HERHR PR
B7 o HFEIHSHESH22H 2] + iR E5 1968411 H6 H 10 & -

Most records from Long Valley and Lantau with highest counts in the migration
period of late September to mid-November, but in low numbers.

First winter period: singles recorded up to 1 May, the latest spring date since The
Avifauna.

-143-



Hong Kong Bird Report 2013: Systematic List.

Second winter period: mostly singles recorded from 23 September, peak count two at
Chek Lap Kok on 25 October.

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Common Kestrel is given as Figure 16. The pattern
of occurrence remains very similar to that in The Avifauna years.
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Figure 16. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus .5

Amur Falcon Falco amurensis Fif2HiE 1

Uncommon autumn passage migrant with one spring record, extreme dates 19 to 20 May and
3 October to 21 November; highest count 11 on 22 October 2007.

P SIHTFE LB - B EFAL - H 75 H19H E20H X 10H3H £11H21
.2/ » ZEATERE2007E10/722 [T 11 £ -

The peak count was 97 at Long Valley on 17 October (KJC), seen in two flocks of 53
and 44. This is by far the highest ever count in HK for a species known to migrate in
large flocks. Apart from this count, recorded in single figures from 7 October to 15
November in the north NT, Lantau and Lamma, high count seven at Yung Shue Wan
on 19 October.

Peak counts in recent years. Numbers fluctuate each year, with flocks recorded in
some years, but the high count in 2013 is unprecedented.

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

2 5 2 6 10 11 4 2 1 14 2 97
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Plate 33 Amur Falcon Falco amurensis [ 2 £
Tsin Bei Tsui, 11th October 2013 42 &MH 20134£10A11H
Irene Ho fi[2585
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Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo #&f I

Uncommon autumn passage migrant, scarce in spring and summer, to open country areas;
extreme dates 23 March to 5 November; highest count six on 26 April 1980.

T AT FOEEEHR - EFE FAIFD - 1P Y - HrE3H23HE11
HEHZ R+ 5RE#I R E319804E4 /726 HIH 6 & -

A very good year.

Spring and Summer: singles at Tai O on 6 April, MPNR on 8 and 12 April and the
peak count three at Long Valley on 27 April. In summer, singles at San Tin on 5 June,
MPNR on 19 and 25 June and Palm Springs also on 25 June. Singles at MPNR on 7 July
and Ng Tung Chai on 27 July were the first July records since 2008.

Autumn: one at LMC on 27 August preceeded an excellent September and October
with records on 23 individual days in singles or twos from Palm Springs, MPNR, Mai
Po village and access road, San Tin, Siu Lam, Lam Tsuen, Tai Po Kau, Tai O and Po
Toi, last record on 26 October.

Plate 34 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus it
MPNR, 9th November 2013 K4 201311 H9H
Andy Li Z5{&{~
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Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus it I

Locally common resident subspecies peregrinator with migrant northerly taxa in winter;
highest count three.

FAFE peregrinator f3 A TR » ZFIFINEREALTTTIAHTEANE » REFCER RS 3 %

Recorded in all months except July from widespread locations in north, central and
east NT and islands including HK Island with peak count two. Few summer records
this year although this may be related to observer coverage.

Yellow-crested Cockatoo Cacatua sulphurea /NZE{ERFAESHE 1B CE
(for native population)

Locally common resident, mostly recorded on Hong Kong Island.

FHIE T » LHURTEEG S -

Recorded from various locations on Hong Kong Island including Hong Kong and
Victoria Parks, Braemar Hill and the Aberdeen/Ap Lai Chau area, peak count 26 at
Ap Lei Chau. Four at Sok Kwu Wan on 10 February, an unusual record away from the
urban area, and on Stonecutter’s Island on 5 March.

Alexandrine Parakeet Psittacula eupatria 51 LIRE5HE B NT (for
native population)

Reclassified to Category IIB with a self-sustaining population based in Kowloon Park.
B RIS FUBE A BRI AR RS R R ITB AR -
Locally common resident at Kowloon Park.

TEILHELNFF3 i i T S

Recorded in all months at Kowloon Park by the Crested Bulbul Club weekly guided
tours, peak count 14 on 25 December. Also recorded at MPNR and Long Valley
between 9 April and 2 December, high count ten at Long Valley on 20 October.

Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri {35k %515 XIB

Locally common resident, mostly recorded on Hong Kong Island, has declined considerably
since 1980.

FHIFSAHTEERS - LEUNR R EE - BUE H1980F FlGETE TIF -
Recorded throughout the year from Hong Kong Park and occasionally Kowloon Park

and at Ap Lei Chau. One at Morse Park on 12 February and two at Ping Che on 17
July.
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Plate 35 Fairy Pitta Pitta nympha {ili/\ €15
Po Toi, 26th September 2013 {ifi{5 201349426 H
Aaron Lo #ii %

Fairy Pitta Pitta nympha fli/\ 15 X VU

Rare spring and autumn passage migrant; extreme dates 10 April to 6 May and 26 August to
29 September.

EHEHIEFFIA FHETEER - HFE4H10HE5H6H KS8H26 HE9H29H 2 [E] -
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One on Po Toi on 26 September (GW).

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Fairy Pitta is given as Figure 17. Recent records
have occurred mostly in the first week on May and the last two weeks in September.
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Figure 17. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Fairy Pitta Pitta nympha fili/\ 615§

Black-winged Cuckooshrike Coracina melaschistos W5 K5 X

Common passage migrant and scarce winter visitor to closed and open woodland; extreme
dates 1 September to 26 May, highest count four on 3 October 1994.

TR B B AIFE DI - R B HRIGEE - H 91 HE5H26
HEMH » RiEf S 7F19944F10H3 HHT 4 £ -

First winter period: recorded from widespread locations in NT, north Kowloon, HK
Island, Lantau and Po Toi, peak count two, last record 24 April.

Second winter period: recorded from 8 September from similar widespread locations
again including north Kowloon, peak count four on Po Toi on 3 October and at Shing
Mun on 8 December, equaling the previous record count.

Swinhoe’s Minivet Pericrocotus cantonensis /MK IS 1

Scarce passage migrant to open woodland, extreme dates 26 March to 5 May and 1 to 22
October; highest count 13 on 8 October 1998.

FrADHTHSEERER - HERTEFHRI IR Hr7E3H26H E5H5H 1041 H F22H.2
[ IRERIAR B IF1998E10/8HHT 13 £ -

A very good year with at least eight birds in total in spring and a latest autumn record.

Spring: recorded on Po Toi from 29 March to 3 May, peak count three on several dates.
Two at Pak Sha O on 7 and 8 April, two at MPNR on 12 April and one at southwest
Lantau on 4 May, the latest date.

- 149 -



Hong Kong Bird Report 2013: Systematic List.

Autumn: two at MPNR on 6 October and two at Pak Tin Kong from 30 October to 25
November (DT), a new latest date.

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Swinhoe’s Minivet is given as Figure 18. Most
records have occurred since 2006, mostly in spring. Swinhoe’s Minivet is now of
annual occurrence which suggests that it was probably overlooked in the past, as
suggested in The Avifauna.

B Avifauna 1858-05 B 1990-2013
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Figure 18. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Swinhoe's Minivet Pericrocotus cantonensis /[N LIS

Ashy Minivet Pericrocotus divaricatus JKILUFHE I

Uncommon passage migrant, mostly in spring, to woodland areas, extreme dates 18 March to
21 May and 7 September to 27 November; highest count 55 on 9 April 2013.

FHEEF ARG EIER - HEIREMH » H 73 H18HE5H21HK9A7HE11
H27H.Z[H E‘E’fwﬂ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁf 201354 H 911 55 & -

Spring: recorded from 28 March to 20 April at Pak Nai, MPNR, Shing Mun, Pak Sha O,
Lantau, Lamma, Po Toi and Tung Ping Chau, peak count 15 at Shing Mun on 8 April,
low by recent standards. Other high counts of 12 on Po Toi and at southwest Lantau.

Autumn: recorded in singles only from 23 September to 22 October, at MPNR, Tai O
and on Po Toi.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

1 25 50 5 17 21 16 18 40 32 55 15

-150 -



Hong Kong Bird Report 2013: Systematic List.

Grey-chinned Minivet Pericrocotus solaris JXMEILIHIE X

Locally common resident, possibly with winter visitors, in mature closed-canopy woodland;
highest count 100 on 14 November 1992.

I SAHTELS » INATREB XMEE » MR G e BRI - 5 EACER 5 11992
F11H14HHT 100 £ -

Recorded in all months from central and northeast NT, peak count 65 at Ng Tung Chai
on 1 October with 51 at Pak Tin Kong on 29 September. Also recorded at Ma On Shan,
Sai Kung LNEC, Pak Sha O (including summer records) and near Wonderland Villas
on 23 November.

Scarlet Minivet Pericrocotus speciosus LIS X

Common resident in mature closed-canopy woodland and woodland edge, even adjoining urban
areas; highest count 80 on 22 December 1984.

IR » IR IR BT R LB 1R » a7 B TE 1T ML » iR BAC AR FS T
19844F12/122 Y 80 %

Recorded in all months with widespread reports from northeast, central, southeast
and east NT, peak count 15 at Pak Tin Kong on 14 November with 12 in the Tan Shan
Valley, northeast NT, on 9 January and 11 at Sai Kung LNEC on 23 December. A pair
was present near Wong Tai Sin all year and two were at Mai Po village on 11 May.
Four at Chai Wan on 5 October was an unusual record from HK Island.

This species is more widespread than Grey-chinned Minivet, although in smaller flock
sizes.

Bull-headed Shrike Lanius bucephalus 31155 1

Scarce late autumn migrant and winter visitor to woodland edge; extreme dates 16 October to
27 March.

TERIFFR P HIBIERAIEMRE - IR TEFIEE# » [1F1£10/716[1E3/727 1124 -
A very good year with widespread records in both winter periods.

First winter period: singles to 31 March at Nam Sang Wai, Long Valley, Shek Kong
Airfield Road, Lam Tsuen, Kowloon Reservoir, Mui Tze Lam and on Po Toi with two
at Pak Sha O on 16 March.

Second winter period: recorded from 24 October to 25 November with singles at Nam

Sang Wai, MPNR, Long Valley, Shek Kong Airfield Road, Fung Yuen, Ngau Tau Kok
and Chek Lap Kok.
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Estimated number of birds in recent winters are given below. Winters can vary
considerably, with 2009-10 and 2012-13 being peak years. In both cases, most birds
were seen in the first winter period with new birds arriving at new locations.

01/02 | 02/03 | 03/04 | 04/05 | 05/06 | 06/07 | 07/08 | 08/09 | 09/10 | 10/11 | 11/12 | 12/13

0 2 0 0 1 8 3 3 22 5 3 18

Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus $LEA[%5 1

L.c. lucionensis: common passage migrant and scarce winter visitor; L.c. cristatus: scarce
passage migrant, mainly in autumn. Both occur in open country habitats. Extreme spring
dates 19 April to 7 June, highest count 89 on 21 May 2008. Earliest autumn record 25 July,
passage occurring until late October.

L.c. lucionensis 37853 i sd 15 B HE B AR D IIEMRS » 1T L.c. cristatus 1
HTEKERG DT ESEBER - —FEHIR TR » EFEHBIHFIE4H19H F6 7
H.Z [ » iR EFI R B 720085 521 HITT 89 £ o 5B {E RBR A HIH HF1E7H 25
H > #=+H Faia i -

First winter period: wintering singles at Ho Sheung Heung, Kat O, Lin Fa Shan,
Chuen Lung, Yung Shue O, Sham Shui Po, Aberdeen CP, Chek Lap Kok and on Po
Toi. Spring records from 1 April to 15 May, from many locations in the north, central,
east and southeast NT, north Kowloon, HK Island, Lantau, Cheung Chau and Po Toi,
peak count 46 on Po Toi on 2 May with other high counts 21 between Pui O and Chi
Ma Wan on 5 May, 13 at MPNR on 6 May and 16 at southwest Lantau on 9 May. All
lucionensis except for single cristatus on several dates on Po Toi.

Second winter period: recorded from 1 September to 1 December in the northwest
and central NT, Kowloon, Lantau, Lamma and Po Toi, high count three. Most records
cristatus where given.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

7 15 4 2 83 30 89 37 28 75 35 46

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio $.351%5 1

Four records; extreme dates 30 September to 3 November.

VH#CER - 7E9/130H £11 H3H . Z[F#

A first winter at Long Valley on 1 and 2 October (WD et al.). This is the fifth HK record
since the first in 2008, all first winter birds, with the last three at Long Valley.
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Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach Fzi5{0%55 X

Common resident in open country habitats; highest count 19 on 24 July 2010.
SIS » IR TEGARIRER » i2EACERF320107F7 H24 FHT 19 £ »

Recorded throughout the year with most records from regular surveys at MPNR, Long
Valley and Pak Tin Kong, peak count 19 at MPNR on 6 August equals the previous
record, with 13 at Long Valley on 12 February.

White-bellied Erpornis Erpornis zantholeuca [1JgJR\iE I

Uncommon resident in closed-canopy shrubland and woodland; highest count 15 on 2
September 1990.

THRRIRS - HR T B IR E B EAR SRR RA - 52 SRR F TE1990E9 H2 H I 15

## o

Recorded from Pak Sha O in all months except June and July, peak count four on 14
September, and from Tai Po Kau in winter months, high count two. Also occasional
autumn and winter records from Lau Shui Heung, Bride’s Pool, Shing Mun and Lam
Tsuen, high count three at Shing Mun on 8 December.

Black-naped Oriole Oriolus chinensis L #E; I

Passage migrant, common in autumn and scarce in spring, with some winter and breeding
records, to open woodland areas; highest count 30 on 21 September 1986.

E TG E I - BEFEAIRG A - G/ E X R EGER o IR =
AR FF19865E9/9 21 1 30 £ »

A poor autumn with the lowest peak count since 2004.

First winter period: recorded on Po Toi from 5 April to 8 May, high count three on 2
May. Singles at MPNR on 1 May and Ho Sheung Heung on 13 May.

Second winter period: recorded from 8 September to 11 December, mostly at MPNR,
Tai O and on Po Toi, peak count only four on Po Toi on 17 September and Tai O on 6
October. Singles also recorded from Long Valley, Lam Tsuen, Pak Sha O, Ocean Park
and Lamma.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013
4 2 4 9 25 13 7 5 11 10 21 4
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Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus B3 1

Common passage migrant, mainly in autumn, and locally common breeder and winter visitor
to open-country areas; highest count 1,000 on 12 October 2010.

FHEA T 5 BB B RS MEE » i AR E - HER (BRI - IR iR
BF2010F10/12 HY 1,000 # -

Winter records from MPNR, San Tin, Long Valley and Victoria Park. High spring
counts of 12 at Ma Tso Lung on 24 April and 22 at MPNR on 6 May. Summer records
from Nim Wan, MPNR, Long Valley, Lam Tsuen and Po Toi. Peak autumn count
160 flying south at MPNR on 2 October with 28 at Discovery Bay and on Po Toi on 3
October and 80 at Chek Lap Kok on 7 October. Winter records all from the Deep Bay
area and Long Valley.

Peak counts in recent years: all counts of 50 or above have occurred in the period 1 to
16 October

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

20 50 70 26 30 237 50 16 1,000 27 116 160

Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus K2 1

Uncommon winter visitor to woodland areas; extreme dates 11 September to 18 May, highest
count eight on 5 November 2008.

NEFIRNRE - HREHM - HF 911 HE5H18H .25 » £R Gl E7E20084E11
H5HIT 8 £ -

Records in both periods include both grey and white-cheeked individuals.

First winter period: recorded to 4 April with most records from Lam Tsuen, Tai Po
Kau and Shing Mun, peak count two.

Second winter period: recorded from 19 September, mostly at Lam Tsuen, Tai Po Kau
and Shing Mun but also Sandy Ridge, Kap Lung, Kwai Chung, Wonderland Villas,
Yung Shue O and on Po Toi, peak count two.

Hair-crested Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus 5382 I
Common winter visitor, migrant and locally common resident in wooded areas; highest count
69 on 15 December 2012.

HERIARE ~ B ~ RAHIFTRTE » HIR R - 52 EFCERES £ 20124E12 H 15 FHT
69 & -

Recorded in all months and from widespread locations in the north, central and east

NT, Kowloon and islands. Peak count only 16 at Kowloon Reservoir on 25 February
with 15 on Po Toi on 10 October, 14 at Pak Tin Kong on 10 May and 12 at TPK
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Headland on 17 November. Summer records with juveniles from Shuen Wan, Pak Tin
Kong and Sai Kung.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

15 24 58 25 30 67 41 50 29 51 69 16

Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea 55 I

Uncommon winter visitor and migrant to woodland areas; extreme dates 17 September to 27
Apri ; highest count three.

T BIENRE R BHEE » HERE A » H P E9F17H F4H27H A » BREidit e 3

go

First winter period: winter records of singles from Luk Keng, Ping Che, Kap Lung,
Jordan Valley, Sai Kung, Pak Sha O, HK Island, Lantau and Cheung Chau with two
at Aberdeen Reservoir. Spring records up to 14 April from Ho Sheung Heung, Tai Po
Kau, Po Toi and Tung Ping Chau, peak count two. An immature male on Po Toi on 5
May (P&MW) is a new latest spring record.

Second winter period: autumn records, mostly singles, from 5 October at Palm
Springs, MPNR, Shek Kong, Ng Tung Chai, Pak Sha O, Lung Fu Shan, Mount Davis,
Tai O, Cheung Chau and Po Toi, peak count two. Winter singles from Kuk Po, Pak Sha
O and Cheung Chau.

Asian Paradise-Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi 2% 1

Passage migrant, uncommon in autumn, scarce in spring, and rare winter visitor to woodland
areas; extreme dates 2 August to 6 May; highest count four on 30 September 2004.
WEIFTH I - BEIFAIFF D HTEEEEER - W FEAHIXER - HRTEHI » AT1E
8H2H E5H6H .2 » %@%ﬁﬁfﬁzomfﬁgﬁsoﬂﬁw -

First winter period: singles at Tai Po Kau on 27 April and MPNR on 4 May, a late
date.

Second winter period: recorded from 21 August to 23 November, mostly at MPNR,
Shing Mun, Tai Po Kau, Lam Tsuen, Tai O, Chek Lap Kok and on Po Toi, peak count
three at Chek Lap Kok on 9 September. A white morph was photographed on Po Toi
on 15 September, the first since 1988.
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Plate 36 Asian Paradise-Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi £%7
The first white morph since 1988 F 198851 &1 = €1 A {IE
Po Toi, 15th September 2013 i## 2013F9H15H
Kinni Ho i3

Japanese Paradise-Flycatcher Terpsiphone atrocaudata &% I NT
Uncommon passage migrant to woodland areas; extreme dates 28 March to 31 May and 20
August to 18 November, highest count six on 13 April 1992.

Tk BHIEEEEIER » HEZTEMAL » HFE3/728 HE5/31H K8H20H £11/18H.Z
1] » BREACERFF19924E4 13 11T 6 % -

Spring: recorded from 4 to 24 April with single males at MPNR, on Po Toi and Tung
Ping Chau and females at Tai Po Kau and on Po Toi.

Autumn: recorded from 7 September to 26 October at MPNR, Shing Mun, Tai Po
Kau, Pak Sha O, Lung Fu Shan and on Po Toi, peak count two at Tai Po Kau on 20
September.
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Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius FA% X

Previously a scarce and localised resident of central and northeast NT; now rare, with few
records since 2000.

BB HIB R R AL DAl PR » BAESEH » EI20005E K A BUFRCAR

One at Kuk Po on 22 December.

Azure-winged Magpie Cyanopica cyanus JK = X

Locally common breeding resident, especially in the Mai Po area, since 2003; highest count 52
on 11 October 2012.

200345 (5 B3 tE A1 i S TR RT 1+ - ZEHIR AR Il i - R B o AR 5 7E 2006 4F
8H20H K 47 £ -

Recorded throughout the year with most records from the Mai Po area, peak count
58 there on 30 September (JAA), a new highest count. Elsewhere up to four reported
occasionally from Long Valley with four at Kowloon City on 10 March, two at Ping
Che on 5 April and one at Nim Wan on 20 June.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

8 22 20 42 47 36 25 42 41 23 52 58

Red-billed Blue Magpie Urocissa erythroryncha FLWEEEES X

Common resident of closed-canopy shrubland; highest recent count nine on 23 October 2011.

IR » HIRTE G i BRI H# » R AT IBTE20114E10/7 23 [HT 9 %

Recorded in all months from widespread locations with most records from north and
central NT, HK and Lantau Islands, peak count seven at Shing Mun and at Braemar
Hill. One resident on Po Toi throughout the year after arriving there in 2012.

Grey Treepie Dendrocitta formosae JRXISHE 1

Locally common resident of closed-canopy shrubland,; previously recorded as an irruptive
species with a highest count 80 on 27 November 1977; highest count since The Avifauna 13
on 4 July 2002.

ST B P T TR HERTE G IR B TR % - R A A AT S FE - 75
FERETE1977F11 27 HIFT 80 £ » [ (BHERIHGER) HIREE » iREFIE B TE20021F7
H4HHT 13 & -
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Recorded throughout the year but with most reports in the winter months, mostly
from the northeast, central and east NT, peak count nine in Plover Cove CP on 26
January and at Pak Sha O on 12 October. Also recorded from Kowloon Hills, Ma On
Shan CP, and west HK Island.

Eurasian Magpie Pica pica Fif 1

Common resident of open country and urban edge habitats. Highest count 80 on 28 November
1999.

TR - HIRTE RIS FER K i35 i e 5 1E19994F 11 H 28 H I 80 £ -

Recorded in every month of the year with most records from systematic surveys at
MPNR, Long Valley and Pak Tin Kong, peak count 74 at MPNR on 28 December.

House Crow Corvus splendens 5 1IB

Locally common resident, mainly in the Cheung Sha Wan area; peak count 38 on 26 August
2010.

KIS » T HHNRIER DRI, - IR FRIHR R 17 20109F8 /126 HIY 38 4 »

Only four records, although this may not represent the true status, from northwest
and east Kowloon. Observers are encouraged to report all sightings of this species
particularly away from Kowloon.

Collared Crow Corvus torquatus %S X NT

Locally common resident, mainly in coastal areas; highest count 143 on 3 June 2011.

KIE ST R+ L BHNRIEI AR, » IR B FSTE20111F6 /I3 HHY 143 4 -

A Near Threatened species for which Hong Kong is a stronghold.
BT R lE R - [T RS ZHR A

Recorded in all months, with most records from MPNR where the peak count was
167 on 18 July (KL, TC), a new highest count. Elsewhere records from north, central
and east NT and HK Island, with new locations this year Kwun Tong, Tseung Kwan
O, Discovery Bay and Cheung Chau. This, together with the increase in peak counts
over the last ten years, suggest that this species is increasing in Hong Kong, despite a
decline in mainland China.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013
31 72 74 81 77 99 100 112 141 143 127 167
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Large-billed Crow Corvus macrorhynchos KW I

Common resident of open rural and wooded urban-edge habitats, highest count 200 on 20
January 2008.

T ISLHTRS » MR LE GARTSRT R T BRI » AR EFCER F3 1£ 2008 5K 1 20 H Y 200

#*o

Widespread records in all months, peak count 22 at Tung Chung on 10 February.
Dispersing or migrant birds seen on Po Toi from 5 March to 8 May.

Japanese Waxwing Bombycilla japonica /D K7F I NT

Three records; extreme dates 7 February to 20 April, highest count seven on 6 April 1991.
=EFIER - HFHI2H7HF4H20H - ik @Al E519914-4 56 T

2003: one at MPNR on 16 January 2003 (ML) has been accepted as this species, but the
category was undetermined.

Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis 7jf&5 I

Uncommon winter visitor to woodland areas; extreme dates 8 October to 25 April, highest
count 11 on 11 February 2007.

P ANTEGRS » HZTEA » HFTE10H8H E4H25H 2 [+ R EfI## B TE20074F2
H11H#T 11 & -

First winter period: recorded up to 18 March with most records from Tai Po Kau, high
count three, Lam Tsuen, Shing Mun, Aberdeen CP, peak count five on 19 January, and
on Po Toi. Also recorded at Tsuen Wan, Upper Shing Mun Reservoir with three there
on 6 January, Lion Rock CP, Kings Park and Sok Kwu Wan.

Second winter period: recorded from 19 October with most records from Lam Tsuen,
Tai Po Kau and Shing Mun, high count three. Also recorded from Pak Tam Chung,
Chek Lap Kok and Po Toi.

Yellow-bellied Tit Periparus venustulus #EEI117 I

Irregular and rare irruptive winter visitor; extreme dates 30 August to 14 April, highest count
50 on 20 November 1985.

LN G2 ZEZEMERUIETIANR S - HFHSH30H F4/714H » i=E/CEEE1985F11 7
20H 7504 -

Up to three at Shatin Park from 20 to 26 December. This is the first record since 2009.
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Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

0 2 0 8 13 1 0 3 0 0 0 3

Plate 37 Yellow-bellied Tit Periparus venustulus #[Ig 117
Shatin Park, 22nd December 2013 YPHH1 /A 20134512522 H
Thomas Chan [ -7
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Varied Tit Poecile varius Fita|l1% 1

Two records, 16 September to 23 October 2012 and 22 to 31 December 2012.
RAMEFCER » 20124F9/716 F E10/723H K 2012412722 £31 H

At least three at the Tai Tong entrance to Tai Lam CP from 13 January (WKM) to 5
March (several observers). One photographed at Quarry Bay on 9 February (YTC).

These birds were part of an invasion of Varied Tits into eastern and southern China in
the autumn of 2012, believed to have originated in South Korea, which resulted in the
first record for Hong Kong on 16 September 2012 (Mak 2014) with one recorded at Tai
Tong from 22 December 2012.

Plate 38 Varied Tit Poecile varius Htt (114
Tai Tong, 13th January 2013 A%¢ 20134F1H13H
Li Ngan Ho ##7
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Japanese Tit Parus minor SEH 117 1

No records.

AR

One photographed at HK Wetland Park on 15 January (WKC) and again on 29 January
(SYCQ). This is the first Hong Kong record.

Cinereous Tit Parus cinereus B 17 1

Common resident in open and closed-canopy woodland, shrubland and parkland areas; highest
count 38 on 16 January 2004.

RIS » HERTERIRE R G i B eI Al ~ R B R 2N+ 1R AT R S 1E20044F 1
H16H1738 & -

Almost all records from regular surveys at MPNR, Long Valley, Pak Tin Kong, Tai Po
Kau Headland, Pak Sha O and Braemar Hill, high count 23 at MPNR with peak count
29 at Chi Ma Wan, Lantau on 5 May.

Yellow-cheeked Tit Parus spilonotus #3817 1IA

Locally uncommon resident of mature woodland in central NT; highest count 15 on 2
September 1990.

FKHETHZHIELSS » IR AR AT A » 1R AR FSE 19909 H 2 H I 15

£ o

Recorded at Tai Po Kau and TPK Headland in most months with juveniles in summer,
peak count ten on 22 December. Also regularly recorded at Shing Mun and Lam
Tsuen, and at Pak Sha O on 18 October and 30 November.

Chinese Penduline Tit Remiz consobrinus "hIEZEE 1

Common autumn migrant and winter visitor to reedmarshes, mostly in the Deep Bay area,
but can be difficult to observe; extreme dates 10 October to 23 May, highest count 125 on 6
November 2012.

ST B R R BRI » LB H R G i B I i 2 - (2B LB
HFTEI0H10H E5H23H 2 [ + iR EFIE S TF2012911 H6 HHT 125 £ -

First winter period: recorded at MPNR until 10 May, high count 100 on 5 January.
Two at Nam Sang Wai on 24 April.

Second winter period: one at Long Valley on 18 October. Most records subsequently
at MPNR, peak count 200 on 19 November (JAA), a new highest count, with 110
trapped there on 30 November. Also recorded at LMC and at Long Valley with high
count 11 on 3 December. Four at Shuen Wan on 4 December and one at Kuk Po on 22
December are rare records away from Deep Bay.
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Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis Z4 1

Uncommon autumn passage migrant and scarce winter visitor with extreme dates of 9 October
to 3 April; highest count 15 on 28 October 2010.

I IR B BRI DR ES + H A E10H9H F4H3H .2 [ » iR iEidiR e
TE20104E10/928HFY 15 £ -

Another very good year, the fourth in succession.
First winter period: one at Long Valley on 7 January.

Second winter period: recorded from 1 October, most records from Long Valley and
MPNR, peak count nine at Long Valley on 25 October and high count three at MPNR
on 19 October with five at Nim Wan on 22 October and six at Sandy Ridge on 28
October. Also one at Tai To Yan on 20 October, two at Pak Sha O on 25 October and
one at High Island Reservoir on 3 November.

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Eurasian Skylark is given as Figure 19 and shows
the increase in records, particularly in autumn, since The Avifauna.
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Figure 19. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis ZE4

Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus KLH %5 X

Abundant resident in most habitats except woodland interior; highest count 300 on 22
September 2008.

KENTE » B2 ARSI o [ T FAIHES - 57 ERC A% 55 7200849/ 22 H IF)
300 % -

Widespread records with the peak count 640 roosting at Pak Tin Kong on 14 October
(DT), a new highest count.
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Chinese Bulbul Pycnonotus sinensis 5% I

Abundant all year, with migrants and winter visitors occurring; present in nearly all habitats,
the most abundant and widespread species in HK; highest count 5,000 on 30 March 2010.

PIEA]RABHIG » WEBIERAIEMRE » 2R F2HES I - BB EHRZ T
HHIERE » 1R EACAR 17201043 30 H I 5,000 £ -

Widespread records with the usual large flocks in winter, peak count 800 at Tai O on
16 November and high counts 255 at MPNR on 12 March, 200 at Disneyworld on 10
November and at Sham Chung on 29 December.

Sooty-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus aurigaster [1MEFLE I

Common resident in open country habitats away from urban and marshy areas; highest count
80 on 25 April 1987.

BIHIRE » HERTERRE T IEH TR K IR AT, » BRI S TE 198747 25 H T
80 £ -

Widespread records in all months although mostly from north NT and Lantau, all
high counts from Ho Sheung Heung with the peak count 40 there on 18 March and 15
April, the highest since The Avifauna.

Mountain Bulbul Ixos mcclellandii #k3A%EIS 1

Uncommon and local resident in closed-canopy woodland, with increasing range and numbers;
highest count 20 on 20 October 2012.

T BRI+ HBE R IR FEE IE TR » IR T B B iR - 4R BT
BBIF20124FE10H20 H I 20 £ -

Recorded in all months except June with most records from Tai Po Kau, Shing Mun
and Pak Sha O, peak count six at Shing Mun on 3 January and at Tai Po Kau on 24
December. Recorded from new locations in the northeast and east NT.

The number of locations from which this species has been recorded in recent years (the
first record was at Tai Po Kau in 2001) is as follows:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013
1 2 3 2 2 4 7 7 6 8 9 12

Chestnut Bulbul Hemixos castanonotus S35 5 5E 1

Common resident and winter visitor to closed-canopy shrubland and woodland throughout
HK; subject to periodic winter irruptions; highest count 466 on 7 April 2011.

IR BHIAMES » IR TE 2 I B IR B TR I X ZENF G T
BT IR o IR EACEREBTE20114F4/7 7 HIF 466 £ -
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Widespread reports from the north, central, southeast and east NT, and HK Island,
Lantau, Cheung Chau, Lamma and Po Toi, peak count 172 at TPK Headland on 12
March and high counts 74 at southwest Lantau on 17 November, 67 at Tai Lam CP on
9 February, 64 at Ng Tung Chai and 50 at Cheung Chau on 24 November and at Ta
Kwu Ling on 27 November. Summer records mostly from Lam Tsuen and Pak Sha O
may partly reflect observer coverage at this time of year.

Black Bulbul Hypsipetes leucocephalus HHGE 1

Irruptive winter visitor and scarce passage migrant to woodland areas; extreme dates 27
September to 3 June; highest count 200 on 16 February 1992.

TEBVERIB IR R EFIFG D HIELEBHEE - HIRIEMN » HFHEIH27HE6H3H.Z
[+ IR EAIAR B IF19924FE2 16 Y 200 £ -

A better year than 2012 for numbers although locations were few.

First winter period: recorded to 6 April, mostly from TPK Headland, peak count 19
on 8 February, and at Tai Po Kau, high count five on 3 February. Also recorded in
smaller numbers from Long Valley, Lam Tsuen and Braemar Hill with three there on
20 January.

Second winter period: two at Ng Tung Chai on 18 August (JAA) is the first August
record. Singles at Tai Po Kau on 19 October and on 8 December.

Peak counts in recent years show the irruptive nature of this species:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

60 4 10 10 4 50 50 3 25 165 8 19

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Black Bulbul is given as Figure 20. Although
irruptions are irregular, they always occur within the first three months of the year
with highest counts in February and March. Minor irruptions are fairly frequent,
major irruptions have occurred in 1992 and 2011.
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Figure 20. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Black Bulbul Hypsipetes leucocephalus S35 JHI%
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Pale Martin Riparia diluta 3705 X

Uncommon passage migrant although occasionally in large numbers, and rare winter visitor
to open country habitats, especially fish ponds and reedmarshes in the northwest NT; extreme
dates 24 July to 10 June; highest count 3,000 on 3 May 2000.

P A AR HEEEE R - R FEFHIEEE » HEZ R - T ERIR
PUILHT i B i 272 - H1E7 H24 HE6H10H [ + iR B ## 5 7E20004E5 H 3 HHT
3,000 % -

First winter period: recorded from 21 March to 8 May from MPNR, San Tin, Ma Tso
Lung, Tai O, Po Toi and Tung Ping Chau with high count 14 at MPNR on 6 May.

Second winter period: recorded from 1 October to 25 December from Nim Wan,
MPNR, San Tin, Ma Tso Lung and Chek Lap Kok, peak count 20 at MPNR on 8
October.

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 53 I

Abundant passage migrant, common breeding species and uncommon winter visitor; highest
count 5,500 on 4 April 1996.

AREHIAFEEMER - [ 3 ZHIEIESE » HETH RIS - IR EACER S TE1996 774
HI4FIHY 5,500 % -

Recorded in all months from widespread locations although most records from the
Deep Bay and Long Valley areas.

First winter period: a good spring passage with 733 at San Tin on 12 April and peak
count 1000 going to roost at MPNR on 17 April.

Summer: most records from regular counts at Nim Wan, MPNR and Long Valley with
589 at MPNR on 20 June.

Second winter period: numbers much lower than the first winter period although
from similar locations, high count 120 at San Tin on 14 November.

Asian House Martin Delichon dasypus JEEE il @

Uncommon spring passage migrant,occasionally in high numbers, scarce in autumn and rare
in winter; extreme dates 13 September to 24 May, highest count 400 on 4 April 1996.

I BB E KRG FATBIEE - MBI » XFFEE » A FE9H13H%E5
H24H .2 [ » 8RR S 1E19965E4 4 HHT 400 £ -

First winter period: seven at San Tin on 4 January and singles at Nam Sang Wai on 27
January and at Tung Ping Chau on 6 April.

Second winter period: 20 at MPNR on 14 November was the peak count, with singles
at Long Valley on 20 November and Tai Mei Tuk on 19 December.
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The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Asian House Martin since 1999 is given as Figure 21
(this graph does not include data from The Avifauna years since some very high counts
of Asian House Martin in 1992 and 1996 obscure the current occurrence pattern). The
species can be seen in any week from November to April although the peak periods
are late November to early December and early March. Only two flocks of 100 have
occurred since 1999, both in the late autumn peak period.
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Figure 21. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Asian House Martin Delichon dasypus P25 -E /il

Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica GHE#E X

Common passage migrant and winter visitor, occasionally in quite large flocks, with a very
small, recently-established localised breeding population; highest count 350 on 8 December
1982.

ST EE B FIR MR - (HE AR - JTE B B R g S5 1 1 BT
B R EOER S TE19824FE12 /8 H 1T 350 £ -

A very good year with high counts in both seasons and breeding season records.

First half year: recorded to 6 April with most records from the Deep Bay area and
Long Valley, high count 35 at San Tin on 10 January. Records also from Tai Tong, Shek
Kong Airfield Road with 14 there on 5 January, Pak Sha O, Sok Kwu Wan, Po Toi and
Tung Ping Chau.

Breeding season: up to five recorded at MPNR, San Tin and Long Valley.

Second half year: recorded to year end with most records from MPNR, San Tin and
Long Valley, peak count 42 at MPNR on 30 November with 40 at Long Valley on 23
November. Also recorded at Sai Kung and Sai Kung East CP, and at Tai O.
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—

Tai Po Kau, 11th February 2013 A 2013542 711H
Wallace Tse #f#itH

Pygmy Wren-babblerx Proepyga pusilla /MEGHE X

Locally common resident in closed-canopy shrubland and woodland, mostly in central and
northeast NT but expanding southeast and east; highest count 11 on 4 February 2012,
FHEFSZHTEEG » FEEHER AR R F AL G IR B TR SRR - B Lo R
FUR AR - IR AR FS E20124E2 /74 [T 11 %

Recorded in all months, mostly from the strongholds of central and northeast NT,
peak count seven at Kap Lung on 9 February. Records from new locations in east NT
at Yung Shue O and Pak Sha O.

The number of locations from which this species has been recorded in recent years is
as follows (the first record was at Tai Po Kau in 2000):

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

2 4 4 7 5 9 7 11 15 12 15 16
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Mountain Tailorbird Phyllergates cuculatus 4 FHEREE I

Uncommon resident and locally common winter visitor in closed-canopy shrubland and
woodland; highest count 14 on 6 June 2011.

RIS - R RH 3 IR NR S » R B R BN FER IR 1R
FLEREBTF20114E6 H6 I 14 £ -

More records and higher numbers from a larger number of locations. Although
this may be partly observer related, there is no doubt this species is becoming more
widespread and common in Hong Kong.

First half year: most records from central NT, high count eight at Tai Po Kau on 12
February, but with significantly more than previous years from southeast and east NT
including three at Ma On Shan on 9 March and up to two regularly recorded at Pak
Sha O.

Breeding season: most records from central NT, high count five at Ng Tung Chai on
14 July including at least one juvenile. Regular records at Pak Sha O with one at Sai
Kung LNEC on 11 June.

Second half year: most records from central, northeast and east NT and islands with
peak count ten at several locations in central NT. From islands, eight on Po Toi on
3 November, six at Mount Davis on 6 November, eight at southwest Lantau on 17
November and three from Cheung Chau on 24 November.

The number of locations from which this species has been recorded in recent years is
as follows (the first record was at Tai Po Kau in 1999):

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013
0 7 10 13 13 13 17 25 38 23 33 42

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Mountain Tailorbird is given as Figure 22 (there
are no records from The Avifauna - the first record was in 1999). This suggests that
Mountain Tailorbird occurs as a passage migrant through Hong Kong as well as being
a winter visitor and scarce but expanding breeder.
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Figure 22. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Mountain Tailorbird Phyllergates cuculatus < JFAE 5

- 169 -



Hong Kong Bird Report 2013: Systematic List.

Plate 40 Mountain Tailorbird Phyllergates cuculatus 4 JEFEEE
Lung Fu Shan, 11th February 2013 #2111 2013#2H11H
Herman Ip %4071

Japanese Bush Warbler Horornis diphone HAH 1 and
Manchurian Bush Warbler H. borealis JEH S I

The taxonomy of the Japanese/Manchurian Bush Warbler complex has been revised.
Based on current taxonomy, two species are now accepted to occur in Hong Kong:
Japanese Bush Warbler, H. diphone (ssp. canturians) and Manchurian Bush Warbler H.
borealis. Criteria for field separation of these two taxa have yet to be fully resolved, so
all records of the two species are combined in this account.

FIARB B B SIS 2 PR HERT - (Ed iR A DU T SR I - BB H.
diphone (ssp. canturians) FIEFSHEER H. borealis o HIfAIE 73— AURHEGRA 2R TEL

R HRCER A ORAIL

Uncommon winter visitors and migrants, mostly in autumn, to shrubland and lightly wooded

areas; numbers appear to be declining; extreme dates 26 September to 8 May; highest count 40
on 15 November 1992.
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it BHIENR B R ERES o+ IR TR BRI Ikl - Bt D PR H779H
26HE5H8H I » iR EAl R TE19924F11 A 151 40 £ -

A relatively good second winter period compared to recent years, with widespread
records from north, central and east NT and islands. Although there were more
records at more locations than recent years, numbers remain low compared to the
1990s.

First winter period: recorded to 24 April, mostly singing birds, high counts four on Po
Toi on 20 March and five at MPNR on 29 March.

Second winter period: recorded from 29 October, peak count 17 at southwest Lantau
on 17 November, the highest count since The Avifauna, with four on Po Toi on 14
November, at Plover Cove CP on 22 December and at MPNR on 24 December. Also
recorded from Ho Sheung Heung, Plover Cove CP, Tai Lam, Shing Mun, Lam Tsuen,
Tai Po Kau, Sai Kung, Yung Shue O, Pak Sha O, HK Island, Lantau and Po Toi.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013
2 2 4 3 3 10 5 10 8 3 5 17

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Japanese/Manchurian Bush Warbler since 1999
is given as Figure 23 (there is no equivalent figure in The Avifauna). This shows the
combined species complex is recorded mostly in winter, with some late autumn
passage. Until identification criteria of the two taxa are fully resolved, it is not clear
whether the two species show similar pattern of occurrence.
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Figure 23. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Japanese Bush Warbler Horornis diphone H 5 and
Manchurian Bush Warbler H. borealis 55U
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Brown-flanked Bush Warbler Horornis fortipes 5aflls# X

Locally common winter visitor to shrubland and woodland edge, breeding in increasing
numbers in upland shrubland since at least 2003; highest count 35 on 6 May 2012.

Kt FHIENR » IR BRI HE:845% - FI20034F[#45 - 1 iR 5 2558078
T REFIER B E201249E5 H6 HIF 35 £ »

First winter period: recorded from north, central southeast and east NT, Lantau and
Po Toi, peak count 16 at Ma On Shan on 13 February.

Breeding season: recorded from central NT only, high count nine at Ng Tung Chai on
23 June.

Second winter year: widespread records from 11 October from north, central and east
NT, Lantau and Po Toi, high counts eight at Plover Cove CP on 22 December, seven at
Shing Mun on 27 December and at Chi Ma Wan, Lantau on 29 December.

Asian Stubtail Urosphena squameiceps i ZFRHE X

Common winter visitor to forest and closed-canopy shrubland; extreme dates 2 October to 12
April; highest count 27 on 8 December 2012.

HANTERS - R TR R AR E R AR # - HrE10H2H B4H12H 2 [ » 47
FERCER IS TE20124F 12 /T8 I 27 %

Records in both winter periods from the north, central and east NT, HK Island, Lantau
and Po Toi.

First winter period: recorded to 13 March, peak count 24 between Tai Po Kau and
Leadmine Pass on 3 January with 13 at Tai Lam CP on 9 February.

Second winter period: recorded from 6 October, high counts nine at Shing Mun on 27
December and eight at southwest Lantau on 17 November.

Black-throated Tit Aegithalos concinnus $LHAEREIL7E TIA

Scarce and localised resident in small numbers, restricted to Shing Mun, Tai Po Kau and
Kowloon Hills.

FrD R BT ES » SEFTEMIT ~ AI0E ~ RALFELL -
Three wintering on Po Toi until 26 February were possibly winter visitors from

outside of Hong Kong. Recorded in April from Shing Mun and Kowloon Hills, peak
count four at Shing Mun on 21 April.
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Plate 41 Black-throated Tit Aegithalos concinnus FLIH R I
Po Toi, 8th January 2013 {ifi % 20134F1H8H
Daniel Yau il

Dusky Warbler Phylloscopus fuscatus t#HlE I

Abundant winter visitor and migrant to shrubland and open country areas; extreme dates 6
September to 17 May, highest count 100 on 20 October 1990.

A BRIENREAREMHS - HER AR # R R - H TP EIH6HESH17HZIH - 47
EATER B TF1990F 1020 H 1 100 £ ©

Recorded in both seasons from widespread locations including islands.

First winter period: recorded up to 13 May, peak count 50 at MPNR on 1 February.
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Second winter period: recorded from 16 September, peak count 76 at MPNR on
1 November with 42 at southwest Lantau on 17 November, 39 at Nim Wan on 22
October, 30 at north Lantau on 14 October and 26 at Lam Tsuen on 6 October.

Radde’s Warbler Phylloscopus schwarzi EIMEHIE I

Uncommon autumn passage migrant and rare winter visitor to shrubland and open-country
areas; extreme dates 6 October to 24 February; highest count six on 19 November 2012.

T I F B E B RIFEBHTAMRE » IR EBER R RS - HFE10H6H
FE2H24H [ 0 iR EAIER S TE20129F11 A 19H 1 6 £ -

First winter period: one near Tung Chung on 10 February. Winter records have now
occurred in five of the last seven years.

Second winter period: recorded from 26 October to 21 December from MPNR, Tai
Mei Tuk, Shing Mun, Tai Po Kau, Pak Sha O and Tai O, peak count three at MPNR on
16 November.

Pallas’s Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus proregulus BRI X

Common winter visitor and migrant to forest and closed-canopy shrubland; extreme dates 24
October to 19 April, highest count 100 on 13 December 1996.

BIEHIERBAEER - MR R E A IR E RS - H T 1£10H24H£4H19
HZ ] » a7 FRCER RS L1996 F 127 13 H T 100 %

Recorded in both seasons from widespread locations including islands .

First winter period: recorded to 9 April, peak count 85 between Tai Po Kau and Shing
Mun on 3 January with 30 at Shing Mun on 6 January and at Tai Po Kau on 12 January.
One on Po Toi on 9 May (GW) and photographed on 14 May (HI) is an exceptional
latest spring record by 25 days.

Second winter period: recorded from 2 November, high counts 19 at Plover Cove CP
on 22 December and 27 at Shing Mun on 27 December.

Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus W1 I

Abundant and widespread winter visitor and migrant to wooded and open-country areas;
extreme dates 8 September to 9 May, highest count 100 on 12 December 1993.

KE IR BIER - HIR AR B R - HFF9HSHE5HIH .S -
R ETCER B TE19934F12H 12 H I 100 % -

Recorded in both seasons from widespread locations including islands .
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First winter period: recorded to 5 May, peak count 46 at Tai Lam CP on 9 January,
high counts 42 at Kam Shan CP on 11 February and 41 at Ma On Shan on 13 February.

Second winter period: recorded from 19 September, high count 41 at Shing Mun on
27 December, 35 at southeast Lantau on 29 December and 33 at southwest Lantau on
17 November.

Plate 42 Pallas's Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus proregulus & HEAIE;
Po Toi, 14th May 2013 {#& 201345 H14H
Herman Ip ZEACVL
A latest spring record by an exceptional 25 days.
BB RO - B THEIMI25K -

Axctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis bl I and
Japanese Leaf Warbler P. xanthodryas H AN 1

The Arctic Warbler complex has been split into three species. Two of these have now
been accepted to occur in Hong Kong: Arctic Warbler P. borealis and Japanese Leaf
Warbler P. xanthodryas. The third, Kamchatka Leaf Warbler P. examinandus, may also
occur but no records have yet been accepted.

TIN5 By =8 S HE > ELrpaSAUAIIES P. borealis e HAMIAE P. xanthodryas S HHE
HHIRAEEH#E > 82 THY Kamchatka Leaf Warbler P. examinandus A]RE{E E AR » {H
KA eI Bk ©
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Due to difficulties in field identification, all records of this species group are included under a
single entry in this report.

HIPATERPI LIRS 57 Mt LA IS » B L0 S PR R ER B 7 —oEE -

Passage migrant, common in autumn and uncommon in spring, to lightly wooded areas;
extreme dates 30 March to 27 May and 18 August to 4 December, highest count 60 on 18
September 1988.

E i T EFRNAH B AEEE R - HERERRGIIHA - H 3 H30H £5H27H
K8HI8HE12H4H [ » iR Bl TE1988F9H 18 H I 60 £ -

As in previous years, autumn records were much more widespread, although counts
were higher in spring. Whether different species are involved in the two seasons
has yet to be established, although it is possible that some spring records refer to P.
xanthodryas while most autumn records probably refer to P. borealis.

Spring: recorded from 18 April to 17 May at MPNR, Tai Po Kau, Lantau, Cheung Chau
and Po Toi, with 12 on southwest Lantau on 4 May and peak count an exceptional 43
at Chi Ma Wan, Lantau on 5 May.

Autumn: recorded from 25 August to 14 November with most records from MPNR,
Lam Tsuen, Tai Po Kau, Pak Sha O, Chek Lap Kok, Tai O and Po Toi, high counts six
on Po Toi on 24 September with five at Sandy Ridge on 25 September and at south
Lamma on 3 October.

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for the Arctic Warbler complex is given as Figure 24.
Relatively more records have occurred in spring since The Avifauna with more regular
‘island” watching in spring but the peak period remains the early autumn passage.
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Figure 24. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis fiAtATIE I and
Japanese Leaf Warbler P. xanthodryas HAHMIE T
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Two-barred Warbler Phylloscopus plumbeitarsus S B X

Uncommon passage migrant, mostly in autumn, and winter visitor to shrubland and woodland
areas; extreme dates 16 September to 24 April, highest count five on 18 October 2009.

FHLERFET LN EEEWES - WX MRE » HIRIEERFER M H 916 H
FAH24H [+ R AR TE20099F10H 18 HET 5 £ -

Records of this species have increased substantially since 2005, probably due to
improved understanding of its identification.

First winter period: winter records from ten locations in north, central and east NT
and on Lantau, peak count four at Kam Shan CP on 11 February. Spring records from
seven locations with birds in song at MPNR to 8 May (JAA), Pak Sha O to 11 May (GJC)
and Cheung Chau to 15 May (MDW), all exceeding the previous latest spring date.

Second winter period: recorded from 4 October to year end, with most records
from Ng Tung Chai, Shing Mun, Tai Po Kau, Pak Sha O and Chek Lap Kok, mostly
singles and twos but four at Lam Tsuen on 20 October and three at Pak Sha O on 16
November.

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Two-barred Warbler is given as Figure 25. The
increase in records has reinforced the pattern of occurrence suggested in The Avifauna,
with the species being an autumn passage migrant and winter visitor with a small
spring passage.
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Figure 25. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Two-barred Warbler Phylloscopus plumbeitarsus B
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Plate 43 Two-barred Warbler Phylloscopus plumbeitarsus S5
Tai Po Kau, 20th January 2013 A& 2013541 H20H
Mike Luk &

Pale-legged Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus tenellipes I X and
Sakhalin Leaf Warbler P. borealoides i B 5HIE I

Since reliable criteria for separation in the field remain to be established, records
of these two species are combined, unless birds are trapped, allowing for known
differences in wing formula to be used for identification. All records refer to the
combined species complex unless otherwise stated.
HRSTERFIh o0 Bt LSt SRR LR R L PRIERZ RS M M A A e SRS R Y
BRIEACEAF S OF - NIEATH ILSIRCERRB SRR - BAREEIIRSE o

Uncommon passage migrants, mostly in autumn, and scarce winter visitor to lightly wooded
areas; extreme dates 31 August to 5 May, highest count 14 on 18 September 1999. Based on
trapping records, tenellipes is more common than borealoides in a ratio of 2:1, with this ratio
being 3:1 in September and 1:1 in October. Only tenellipes has winter records; the latest
autumn date for borealoides is 17 November.

THEKF I EEEEE ST PHTERE - R TR TRt » HFrE8H31H £
SH5HZH » REAERGEIIIFEITIS AT 14 & o HPHHHEFIEE » tenellipes B
borealoides EMEE 717 » IR 2:1 » ILHZAEFENLAFES:LITHFEAE 1:1 - G
tenellipes B A XA I4# » [ borealoides EREH TR ARTFI1H17H -
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First winter period: winter singles from Lau Shui Heung, Pak Sha O, Lung Fu Shan,
Aberdeen CP, Nim Shue Wan and Mui Wo. Then recorded to 28 April at MPNR, Tai
Po Kau and on Lantau, Cheung Chau, Lamma, Po Toi and Tung Ping Chau, peak
count 14 at southwest Lantau on 7 April, the highest count since 1999, with four on
Cheung Chau on 10 and 12 April.

Second winter period: recorded from 8 September from many locations in northwest,
central and east NT, HK Isand, Lantau, Lamma and Po Toi, high count 11 at north
Lantau on 14 October, six at Tai Po Kau on 18 October and four at Tai O on 5 October.
December records from Plover Cove CP, Yung Shue O, Tai O and Chi Ma Wan on
Lantau.

Pale-legged Leaf Warblers were trapped at MPNR between 14 September and 10
October and Sakhalin Leaf Warblers were trapped at MPNR between 4 and 19
October.

Eastern Crowned Warbler Phylloscopus coronatus FHIE X

Uncommon autumn passage migrant, scarce in spring and rare in winter, to shrubland and
woodland; extreme dates 7 August to 18 April, highest count ten on 6 September 1982.

I BT EATEE U - BERHLDIEFHIGEE - HIREHERFER A - HF7E8H7
Ef4ﬁ1852/%7 LRIBAIRR B9S2 H6 T 10 & »

First winter period: singles recorded at Tai Po Kau from 10 March to 14 April, on Po
Toi on 29 March, on Tung Ping Chau on 6 April, at Shing Mun on 8 April and in song
at Pak Sha O from 8 to 16 April, the latest record.

Second winter period: recorded from 1 September to 10 November, peak count three
at Braemar Hill on 20 October. Also recorded from LMC, Shing Mun, Lam Tsuen, Tai
Po Kau, Pak Sha O and Chek Lap Kok.

Goodson’s Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus goodsoni it EX [FE#(] #14% X

Following a split in the Blyth’s Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus reguloides complex, only the
taxon P.g. goodsoni has been confirmed to occur in Hong Kong, based on the extensive
yellow on the underparts and face that is diagnostic of this taxon. Although it is
considered that birds with less extensive yellow are likely to refer to P.g. fokiensis, this
is not proven, as Claudia’s Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus claudiae cannot be excluded on
field observations in Hong Kong. Observers are encouraged to submit records as P.g.
goodsoni or fokiensis/claudiae, where appropriate.

H Blyth's Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus reguloides JEREHM /3% - i KRR M T
S FITH A R Fr 38 R R RE R E A v T B« BEORTN By BT AN 3 s DI B el 2
D.g. fokiensis JSHE » {HIL/TERASEE - KL T7EARAEDERR Claudia's Leaf Warbler
Phylloscopus claudiae JSRE o (RIS IR 2 P.g. goodsoni jifoklenszs/cluudzae
S o
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Locally common winter visitor to shrubland and woodland; extreme dates 5 September to 4
April, highest count ten on 12 November 1990.

KA FAFIENR S HIRTEHERFE S - H FEIHSHE4H4H ZIH - iR iEhl ik s
19904F11 H12HHT 10 £ -

First winter period: recorded to 10 March with most records from Tai Po Kau, high
count three on several dates. Also recorded from the Nam Chung/Kuk Po area,
Shing Mun, Pak Sha O with three there on 19 January, Ho Man Tin, Aberdeen CP
and Lantau North CP. goodsoni was recorded at five locations, high count two, and
fokiensis/claudiae at three locations, high count one.

Second winter period: recorded from 19 October with more widespread records
from Tsim Bei Tsui, Sandy Ridge, Wu Kau Tang, Ng Tung Chai, Shing Mun, peak
count four there on 8 December, Tai Po Kau, Pak Sha O and south Lantau. goodsoni
was recorded at three locations, high count two, and fokiensis/claudiae also at three
locations, high count one.

Sulphur-breasted Warbler Phylloscopus ricketti BJGHIE X

Four records, on 1 April and from 4 November to 8 December.

ViR » 451 H R11H4HE12H8H -

One photographed at Tai Po Kau on 26 October (SHC), a new earliest date, remained
until 9 November.

White-spectacled Warbler Seicercus affinis FINEFSE X

Rare winter visitor to forest, extreme dates 17 November to 16 February.

FERIEMAES - HTE11H17HE2H16H -

One at Bride’s Pool on 24 February (IT), a new latest record.

Bianchi’s Warbler Seicercus valentini RS 1

Six records, extreme dates 9 October to 2 January.

AR H7HI10H9H £1H2H °

One on Po Toi on 15 January (SFN), a new latest date, had similar markings to that
recorded on 26 December 2012.

Martens’s Warbler Seicercus omeiensis W5 X

No records.

AR
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One at Pak Sha O from 5 January to 26 February (GJC) is the first record for Hong
Kong. This was followed by one at Aberdeen CP on 22 January (BK).

In the second winter period, one at Pak Sha O from 28 December to year end (GJC)
was highly likely to be the first bird returning for the second winter.

Spectacled Warbler sp. Seicercus sp. HRHERSE

This includes birds of the genus Seicercus not certainly identified to species level.
Species involved may include White-spectacled Warbler, Grey-crowned Warbler,
Bianchi’s Warbler, Martens’s Warbler and Alstrém’s Warbler.

HEHR & e Seicercus SREARUHEAIMINE » 316 BIEANRE - IOUAVE ~ LLIRERE -
IRIEAREE b IR AR -

Scarce winter visitor to forest, extreme dates 9 September to 1 April.

FPHTENRE - HIRTERIFE - 0T E9H9H F4/71H <[ -

Singles at Hatton Road on 11 January and Tai Po Kau on 18 February.

Plate 44 Chestnut-crowned Warbler Seicercus castaniceps JEIEAHE
Tai Po Kau, 18th January 2013 3% 201341 H18H
Godwin Chan [§#5fE
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Chestnut-crowned Warbler Seicercus castaniceps SEHE 1

Rare winter visitor to forest; extreme dates 5 November to 25 March, highest count two on 22
November 2004.

FEHENIERS - HRTEHI - HFTE11LA5H E3H25H 24 » a7 Efl B TE20044F11 H
22172 % -

One recorded regularly at Tai Po Kau from 1 January to 26 February. One on Po Toi on
9 November.

Oriental Reed Warbler Acrocephalus orientalis W15 KH:E I

Common passage migrant, especially in autumn, with occasional winter and summer
records, to reedmarsh, tall grassy vegetation and even urban edge parkland habitats; typically
within dates of 16 March to 8 June and 24 August to 15 November, highest count 300 on 25
September 1997.

TEE T BHIHEEERER - BE X B HIE TR » HR s B ~ m g ~ Kifile
BRI H T E3 16 H F6H8H K8H24H F11715H.2[H] » BREATER 1997
FIH25HHT 300 £ -

First winter period: one at Pak Nai on 13 January. Then recorded from 22 March to
20 June with most records from MPNR, high count five on 5 May, but also at Pak Nai,
Wetland Park, San Tin and Ma Tso Lung. Recorded between 4 and 8 May at Chek Lap
Kok, Pui O and on Po Toi.

Second winter period: recorded from 2 September to 25 November with most records
at MPNR and Long Valley, peak count 26 at MPNR on 4 October and at Ma Tso Lung
on 12 October. Also recorded at Nim Wan, Nam Sang Wai, San Tin, Tai O and Chek
Lap Kok. One at Ho Sheung Heung on 30 December.

Black-browed Reed Warbler Acrocephalus bistrigiceps BJH#E® 1

Common passage migrant and scarce winter visitor to reedmarsh and damp vegetated areas;
extreme dates 25 August to 30 May, highest count 120 on 13 October 2001.

I SRR D IENR S » HR TR A R R EH » HF1E8H25H £5H30
HZ ] » BREFIAREGE2001 1013 H 1T 120 % -

First winter period: winter records at Wetland Park, MPNR and LMC, then recorded
up to 22 May from Pak Nai, MPNR, San Tin and LMC, high count seven at MPNR
on 31 March with six at LMC on 6 May. One at Shuen Wan on 22 May was the only
record away from the Deep Bay area, there were no records from Long Valley.

Second winter period: recorded from 19 September with most records in October and
November from MPNR and Long Valley although the peak count 50 was at LMC on
17 October with 30 at MPNR on 8 October and 17 at Nim Wan on 17 October. Also
recorded from Nam Sang Wai, San Tin, Ma Tso Lung, Tsing Yi Park, Tai O, Cheung
Chau and Po Toi.
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Blunt-winged Warblex Acrocephalus concinens $liAFEEE X

Rare passage migrant and winter visitor, to reed beds in the Deep Bay area; extreme dates 6
September to 21 April.

FHEEERREMRR - ERIEG IR ZK o HF1E9H6HF4/21 H. M7

One trapped at MPNR on 23 March (JAA,PJL,DJS,KL).

Manchurian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus tangorum 38 #% 1 VU

Scarce autumn passage migrant to reedmarsh and damp vegetated areas, two winter and two
spring records; extreme dates in autumn 4 September to 11 December.

T DHIMFEEEEU S - B RINAFAIER R BT FADER - HIRIEE T E R R -
H7#9IH4HAFE12/H11 H.2Z2/H »

Regular records at MPNR in recent years suggest this is an important stopover
location during autumn migration for this Vulnerable species.

First winter period: recorded at MPNR on 5 and 7 January. This is the third winter
record.

Second winter period: recorded from 2 September (JAA,PJL,DJS,KL), a new earliest
record, when two birds were trapped at MPNR. Birds were then trapped on another
eight dates until 31 December. Six individuals were involved in total.

The estimated number of Manchurian Reed Warblers recorded in each of the past
eleven years is as follows:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

1 5 3 5 3 2 2 6 3 11 20 6

Thick-billed Warbler Iduna aedon JEWEE4 1

Scarce autumn migrant to shrubland and reedmarsh-edge with five winter and spring records;
most records between 29 August and 30 November.

AW FBUES » G LR EZFFTALLR - HIRIE R R 8 - L H T
8H29H £11H30H 2 -

Another good year following a similar one in 2012. Recorded from 7 September to 2
November, all records at MPNR, mostly trapped, probably a total of ten individuals.

Total number of individuals in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

0 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 2 1 10 10
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The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Thick-billed Warbler is given as Figure 26. The
annual pattern has not changed since The Avifauna with most records in an extensive
autumn passage period between September and November.
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Figure 26.  Weekly Occurrence Graph - Thick-billed Warbler Iduna aedon JEWEF

Russet Bush Warbler Locustella mandelli 51L& I

Uncommon winter visitor to mixed grassland-shrubland; rare breeding species in highest areas;
highest count nine on 10 November 2002.

T APIRNRE » R PR R R R - (L8 7 B BTG R - 17
%Bﬁ%ﬁzoozfmﬁzoﬂﬁws% o

First winter period: recorded up to 9 April with many records from Lam Tsuen, high
count three there on 12 March, also from Wetland Park, Ho Sheung Heung, Lau Shui
Heung, Sha Lo Tung, southwest Lantau and Po Toi, high count three at Sha Lo Tung
on 29 January.

Summer: up to ten singing in the Tai Mo Shan area on 21 April (SMC) is a new high
count, with one singing above Ng Tung Chai on 14 July.

Second winter period: one at south Lamma on 30 September. Then from 25 October
at MPNR, Ho Sheung Heung, Sandy Ridge, Sha Lo Tung, Lam Tsuen, Tai O and on Po
Toi, high count five at Lam Tsuen on 26 November.

Brown Bush Warbler Locustella luteoventris Fife % 1

Rare winter visitor; extreme dates 26 October to 16 April.

EHAEE » HAE10H26 HE4H16H 2 »

One from the Wong Lung Hang Trail, North Lantau CP, on 10 February (JAA). One
trapped at MPNR on 19 November (JAA,PJL,DJS,KL).
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Lanceolated Warblerx Locustella lanceolata 7 BiEiE I

Uncommon autumn passage migrant with a few late winter and spring records; occurs in
a variety of vegetated habitats, extreme dates 7 February to 22 May and 2 September to 18
December, highest count 11 on 22 October 2009.

T INTRFHEEMER - P BOREBGFAR » HRE & A L - HTE2H7H
BEH22H KIH2H 1218 H.Z[H] » BREFCERFE2009510/122 K 11 % »

First winter period: no records.

Second winter period: recorded from 21 September to 19 November with most
records of birds trapped at MPNR, peak count eight trapped on 29 October. Also
recorded at Ho Sheung Heung on 23 September, at Long Valley from 8 October to 3
November, high count two, and at Chek Lap Kok from 28 October to 19 November.

Styan’s Grasshopper Warbler Locustella pleskei J NI X VU

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor, mostly to reedmarsh and mangroves at MPNR;
extreme dates 2 September to 12 May.

T BB B BRIANRE » 7 FEH R 7RI [ ORGP P 2 R AL - HF
TE2HIH EE5H12H Z [ »

First winter period: recorded singing at the Mai Po boardwalk from 5 March to 12
May, peak count three on 23 April.

Second winter period: singles trapped at MPNR on 10 September and calling at the
Mai Po boardwalk on 30 September with two there on 5 October, one calling and one
singing.

Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler Locustella certhiola 7/)MEE I

Common autumn passage migrant, scarce in spring and winter, to damp grassland and
reedmarsh areas, though occasionally found in urban parks and other open areas on migration;
extreme dates 23 August to 18 May, highest count 55 on 13 September 1991.

I BB » XF FRIGD » HERE R E R R AR i i - 3B 1
G TN R R R B H 777823 HE5H18H 21 » 5REATER519914E9H
13/119 55 £ -

First winter period: two at LMC on 1 February with one there on 6 March and one
singing on 9 April, one trapped at MPNR on 7 March and one at Long Valley on 4
April.

Second winter period: recorded from 2 September to 6 December with most records
at MPNR, including many trapped, peak count 70 on 6 September (PJL), a new highest
count. Also recorded at LMC, high count eight on 7 October, at San Tin, high count
four, at Long Valley, high count three, and singles at Pat Heung, Sha Tin, Sai Kung
and on Po Toi.
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Peak counts in recent years. Most records are of trapped birds, and ringing effort may
affect the peak counts in some years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

20 6 20 19 12 10 15 20 50 22 21 70

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis FiJaFRHE I

Common passage migrant and winter visitor to grassy and reedmarsh areas, breeds in Deep
Bay area and possibly elsewhere; highest count 100 on 5 December 1997.

ST B TE R IR » IR TS R 7B i, 1T e e R i RER
HfhHhE - REACHEG1997F 1255 HHYT 100 £ -

First winter period: all records from northwest NT and Lam Tsuen, high count 19 at
Long Valley on 12 February.

Breeding season: most records from Pak Tin Kong, high count eight on 10 June.

Second winter period: more widespread than spring although most records again
from northwest NT and Lam Tsuen, peak count 30 at Long Valley on 6 September
with 19 there on 3 December, ten at MPNR on 6 September and nine at Pak Tin Kong
on 22 September. Also recorded in the northeast and east NT and on Lantau, high
count ten at Tai O on 6 October.

Golden-headed Cisticola Cisticola exilis 4 UAREE 1

Locally common winter visitor to grassland; extreme dates 19 August to 28 April, highest
count 23 on 2 October 2011.

KA S IENE S » HRIERI » H1E8H19H E4H28H 2 [ » iR E#I#EE520114E10
H2H#) 23 £ -

First winter period: recorded to 23 April from Kam Tin, MPNR, Long Valley, Tai Po
Kau, Sunset Peak and Lai Pik Shan on Lantau and on Po Toi, high count only two.

Second winter period: recorded from 28 August, mostly from north NT, peak count
20 at Sandy Ridge on 20 November and 20 near Ping Yeung on 13 November. Other
records included six at Tai Mo Shan on 15 September, three at Lam Tsuen on 26
November and two at Sharp Peak on 26 October.

This species has expanded rapidly in Hong Kong in recent years, as well as extending
the period of occurrence in spring and autumn. However, there have been fewer
records in the last three winters at Long Valley and Po Toi, and the number of
locations appears to have stabilised with many records and high counts now coming
from higher ground in NT and Lantau. The number of locations from which it has
been recorded is as follows:
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2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

Yellow-bellied Prinia Prinia flaviventris B §E5E I

Abundant resident in a variety of non-woodland habitats; highest count 96 on 7 April 2009.
KEHTES » HIRE A5 AR AR ARG © iR EACRRF3 200954/ 7 H 96 %

Recorded throughout the year with most records from systematic surveys in Deep Bay
and Long Valley, peak count 77 at MPNR on 28 March with 71 at Ma Tso Lung on 24
April and 26 at Long Valley on 28 January. Also recorded at Lam Tsuen, Yung Shue O
and on Lantau with 26 at Sunset Peak on 10 February.

Plain Prinia Prinia inornata f#itafiE I

Locally common resident in grassy and reed habitats; highest count 37 on 21 April 2008.
FHEF RTINS - R TR FH R A - AR FIACER 52008 F-45 21 37 H

Recorded throughout the year with most records from systematic surveys in Deep
Bay and Long Valley, peak count 51 at Fung Lok Wai on 25 April (EBS), a new highest
count, with 33 at Long Valley on 4 February. Also recorded on Lantau, Lamma and Po
Toi.

Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius £ R FEHE 1

Widespread and common resident in diverse shrubland and wooded habitats.

I FLRE IR » R % FOBE AR R R AR

Most records from systematic surveys in Deep Bay and at Long Valley, Pak Tin Kong,
Tai Po Kau Headland, Pak Sha O and Braemar Hill, peak count 16 at Pak Sha O. As in
earlier years, these do not show any regular fluctuation in numbers over the course of
the year in any location.

Streak-breasted Scimitax Babbler Pomatorhinus ruficollis F5H$WE G
IIA

Widespread and locally common resident in closed-canopy shrubland and woodland; highest
count 20 on 4 January 2003.

FHEF ST H B GHTEERS - IR R B TR R A 7 BT F5 200511 /74
920 £ -
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Recorded in all months with most records from northeast, central and east NT, peak
count 11 at Shing Mun on 3 January with seven at Tai Lam CP on 9 January and at
Ng Tung Chai on 21 December. Up to five at Aberdeen CP in January, the only record
away from NT.

Rufous-capped Babbler Stachyridopsis ruficeps LIk IIA

Common resident in closed-canopy shrubland and woodland, mainly in the central NT; highest
count 37.

T RHIE S » L ZHER RS 6 R B E AR AR ARAY » R Bk S 374 -

Recorded in all months with records from all NT regions except the northwest. The
widespread nature of this species in NT can be seen from high counts: peak count 24
at Shing Mun, with other high counts 21 at Lam Tsuen, 17 at Plover Cove CP, 16 at
TPK Headland and 15 at Yung Shue O. There were no records from islands.

Huet’s Fulvetta Alcippe hueti 225 7%RE TIA

Uncommon resident of forest areas in central NT; highest count 25 on 11 January 2011.

PHISZHIETS » HORERTR AT » R EACARF520114E1 711 T4 25 4 -

Recorded in most months and mostly from Tai Po Kau, peak count 15 there on 10
March. Also recorded at Ng Tung Chai and Shing Mun, high count eight.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

8 10 5 10 2 3 7 20 10 25 11 15

Chinese Grassbird Graminicola striatus K& I NT

Scarce and localised resident of grassland above 200m in NT and on Lantau; highest count
seven on 3 June 1995.

Wi PRSI PERT S » HER AR TR AMELLRAL 200 KLU LTS » 2R EAIE 31995
F6H3H) 7 & -

The Hong Kong population may be globally important and observers are encouraged
to submit all records to help understand the status of this species.

Recorded in summer from Tai Mo Shan and Lo Fu Tau, Lantau, peak count five at
Tai Mo Shan on 15 September. Elsewhere four between Lead Mine Pass and Ng Tung
Chai on 3 November.
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Chinese Hwamei Garrulax canorus g 1

Common and widespread resident in shrubland; highest count since The Avifauna, 21 on 2
May 2009.

I HEMIIE - HIRFERS - B (CEBEIEAER) KK  REAIRE2009%F5
H2H# 21 £ -

Recorded in all months from widespread locations in north, central, southeast and east
NT and Lantau, peak count 18 in Sai Kung East CP on 26 October with 16 at Plover
Cove CP on 22 December.

Masked Laughingthrush Garrulax perspicillatus JJGE0ERE I

Abundant resident in diverse urban and rural lightly-wooded habitats; highest count since The
Avifauna, 69 on 23 April 2012.

AEHTRE » HER T IR K TG R RS - 5 (BRI HIRE RS
20124923 H 69 -

Widespread records in all months, peak count 57 in Long Valley on 30 September with
40 at MPNR on 4 July.

Greater Necldaced Laughingthrush Garrulax pectoralis BaEMEREE TIA

Widespread and locally common resident in closed-canopy shrubland and woodland of NT and
HK Island; highest count since The Avifauna, 40 on 5 January 2008.

JEIZ M0 B Jd B P i SRR o+ B R T IR IR B it SR TR B
o 7 CEIESEEAEED KR S/ 2008F1 45 H 404 -

Recorded throughout the year from northeast, central, southeast and east NT and
from HK Island, peak count 37 at Pak Sha O on 1 February with 20 at Sha Lo Tung on
8 December.

Black-throated Laughingthrush Garrulax chinensis JIEMERE XA

Widespread and locally common resident in closed-canopy shrubland and woodland, in NT and
on HK Island, its previous stronghold; highest count since The Avifauna, 14 on 28 November
2005.

KA H GRS » HIRERTIRAR BB B E Bl ER SR - BEEEE
H LR o [ (CEBSHEAED HIRBER S/ E2005F11 H28 HIT144 »

Recorded throughout the year from northeast, central, southeast and east NT and from
HK Island, peak count eight.

-189 -



Hong Kong Bird Report 2013: Systematic List.

White-browed Laughingthrush Garrulax sannio 18RS TIA

Uncommon locally-distributed resident of shrubland and shrubland edge; highest count since
The Avifauna, ten on 11 February 2008.

ST PEHT T SR+ F BEHER IR LB - H (CERERHAE) HIkEGR
ETCERES 20082 11 HHTSE -

Recorded in all months with most records from Lam Tsuen, high count six. Also
recorded at Ho Sheung Heung up to 3 June, peak count eight, with five at Shing Mun
on 11 August and 8 November. One at Ma On Shan on 12 June was the only record
away from central NT and was possibly ex-captive.

Blue-winged Minla Minla cyanouroptera B:¥A7 5 1B

Locally common resident in closed-canopy shrubland and woodland of NT; highest count 50 on
8 September 1999.

Kt THTEG R » R TERT TG e B TR R Al » 2R DB 3199949 H 8 H 1Y
50 & -

Recorded in all months, with most records from central NT, peak count 14 at Ng Tung
Chai on 18 August with ten at Tai Po Kau on several dates and eight at Kam Shan CP
on 11 February. Also recorded from Pak Sha O in most months, high count eight, and
occasional records elsewhere in northeast and east NT.

Silver-eared Mesia Leiothrix argentauris fREFHE S 1IB

Locally common resident in closed-canopy shrubland and woodland in NT and HK Island;
highest count 42 on 4 February 2006.

I STHTEGR » HERIERTIR R B i o IR B R R A 2R B AR 5 2006 4F
2H4HHT 42 £ -

Recorded in all months with almost all records from central NT, peak count of 27 at
Ng Tung Chai on 15 September, high counts 22 at Shing Mun, 18 at TPK Headland, 15
at Kap Lung and 12 at Tai Tong. Elsewhere two at Lion Rock CP on 11 February and
four at Lung Fu Shan on 6 September.

Red-billed Leiothrix Leiothrix lutea ¥IMEMEE TIA

Uncommon localised resident in shrubland and woodland in central NT; highest count 20 on
28 January 2006.

T BT TE R » HERERT IR AR #E R PR - 2R A AR 5200641 /28
HHJ 20 £ -

More records this year, in most months and from several locations in northeast and
central NT, peak count 17 at Tai Mo Shan on 9 June and high counts 15 at Tai Po Kau,
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13 between Nam Chung and Tai Mei Tuk and 12 at Ng Tung Chai.

The number of locations from which this species has been recorded in recent years is
as follows:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

3 4 5 4 7 5 5 4 2 5 3 7

Vinous-throated Parrotbill Sinosuthora webbiana TR TIA

Uncommon localised resident of upland dwarf bamboo, grassland and shrubland edge, almost
exclusively reported from Tai Mo Shan; highest count 25 on 11 May 2002.

T ARG PR - HERE S EHTIE T ~ R R84 - AT Gk
EETEAKNGILIARG o BREFOARE20024F5 511 HHY 25 € »

Only three records, all at Tai Mo Shan between 7 March and 9 June, peak count 24 on
the last date.

Chestnut-collared Yuhina Yuhina castaniceps 5 H JAlE I

Irruptive, otherwise uncommon, winter visitor to wooded areas, with occasional summer
records; highest count 84 on 26 November 2009.

BRIEARZEZE LRI T IR MER - (HEEFAOER - HIRTERKIE ~ IR EROER
F320094FE11 H26 1] 84 £ -

First winter period: the irruption reported in the second winter period of 2012
continued into 2013. Recorded to 24 February from many locations in northeast,
central, southeast and east NT and Lantau. A total of 120 between Tai Po Kau and
Shing Mun on 3 January (JAA) comprising 35 at Tai Po Kau, 42 at Lead Mine Pass
and 43 at Shing Mun, is the highest day count on record. High counts at other sites
included 60 at Tai Lam CP, 38 at Kam Shan CP, 30 at Lau Shui Hang and Kap Lung, 20
at Yung Shue O and 15 at Chi Ma Wan, Lantau.

Breeding season: 17 at Ng Tung Chai on 23 June including adults carrying food.

Second winter period: recorded from 28 October, in lower numbers than the 2012
second winter period, high counts 30 at Tai Po Kau, 25 at Shing Mun and 20 at Lau
Shui Heung,.

Peak counts in recent winters are given below. Although this species is irruptive, it is
now recorded annually. The irruption in winter 2012-13 was the highest on record.

01/02 | 02/03 | 03/04 | 04/05 | 05/06 | 06/07 | 07/08 | 08/09 | 09/10 | 10/11 | 11/12 | 12/13
41 65 75 55 70 50 80 95 99 73 46 | 145

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Chestnut-Collared Yuhina is given as Figure 27.
The annual number of records has increased substantially since The Avifauna with
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most records from late November to mid February and breeding records almost
annually.
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Figure 27.  Weekly Occurrence Graph - Chestnut-collared Yuhina Yuhina castaniceps FEE I

Chestnut-flanked White-eye Zosterops erythropleurus FLIHHHIRE X

Scarce winter visitor to woodland areas; extreme dates 21 October to 8 April, highest count
eight on 3 December 1995.

T PHIENRE » HZERR ~ HF1E10/721 HE4H8H 2 [H] » REAHEE1995/F12H3
Hi7 8 % -

First winter period: two at Kam Sheung Road on 14 January.
Second winter period: one at Shing Mun on 27 December.

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Chestnut-flanked White-eye is given as Figure 28.
The annual pattern has not changed since The Avifauna with most records from late
October to mid February.
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Figure 28. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Chestnut-flanked White-eye Zosterops erythropleurus
L AAH AR
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Japanese White-eye Zosterops japonicus Wil 5 I

Abundant and widespread resident of urban and rural wooded habitats with increased numbers
in winter; highest count 300 on 4 January 1997.

AEHFEMIIEE » ZFIFHERZ - IR 1715 R ARTHIA » 5R a2 51997 F 1
H4H#T 300 & -

Recorded in all months and from widespread locations, mostly from regular surveys
at MPNR, Ho Sheung Heung, Pak Tin Kong, Pak Sha O, Braemar Hill and Po Toi.

Regular surveys show this species fluctuates in numbers over the year, but with peaks
at different times in different locations. MPNR numbers usually peak in late summer,
whereas numbers at Ho Sheung Heung, Pak Sha O and on Po Toi usually peak in mid-
winter. High counts at these locations in 2013 were: 113 at MPNR on 3 September, 110
at Ho Sheung Heung on 30 December, 106 at Pak Sha O on 21 December and 100 on
Po Toi on 3 January.

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis {#HTE 1B

Locally common resident of mature woodland in central NT; highest count 20 on 4 January
2004.

KA TR » R THT AR RHTIAY » R AR FE2004 5 1 4T 20 £ -
Recorded in all months, mostly from Tai Po Kau including the Headland but also Lau
Shui Heung, Fung Yuen, Ho Pui, Kap Lung, Shek Kong, Lam Tsuen and Shing Mun,

peak count ten at Tai Po Kau Headland with nine at Shing Mun. Also single records at
Tsing Yi Park and Mount Davis.

Crested Myna Acridotheres cristatellus JASH S |

Abundant resident of lowland habitats including urban areas; highest count 600 on 7 October
1997.

KBNTE S+ 1T T T - 7 EHC R 51997410 H 7 H 11T 600 # -

Widespread records in all months, peak count 448 at Tai Sang Wai on 28 December.

Common Myna Acridotheres tristis 3¢ /\ 5 1IB

Locally common resident of open-country areas in the northwest NT; highest count 41 on 9
December 2011.

I SZHIES » HHRAERT AL AR I R - IR EACAR 5201 14E12 9 H Y 41 4 -

Recorded in all months, most records from Deep Bay, Long Valley, Shek Kong and
Lam Tsuen, peak count 18 at Kam Tin. One at west Kowloon on 1 December.
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Red-billed Starling Spodiopsar sericeus F# AR I

Abundant winter visitor to open-country areas, mainly in northwest NT; recent years have
seen summer records including breeding. Highest numbers occur from October to April,
highest count 11,260 on 25 December 2006.

KENTENGE » TTHFEHEFEREIERIR L EH R RS HIGE R EF - B i
HIfF10H F4H 2 » REFIEB2006F12H25HT 11,260 £ -

First winter period: most records from the northwest NT and Lantau, high count 1,415
in the January WC with 622 at MPNR on 11 January, 300 at Disneyland on 12 January,
60 at Long Valley on 17 February and 40 at Tsing Yi Park on 19 March.

Breeding season: all records from MPNR, high count 75 on 25 June.

Second winter period: most records again from the northwest NT and Lantau, peak
count 1,975 in the December WC, other high counts an estimated 1,000 at Tai Sang
Wai on 25 December, a single flock of 540 at Lut Chau and 100 at Chek Lap Kok
on 18 December, 40 at Ho Sheung Heung on 14 October and at Tai Mei Tuk on 25
September.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013
2,610 | 2,000 | 3,000 | 2,000 | 11,260 | 6,509 | 2,500 | 2,000 | 2,500 | 3,500 | 1,076 | 1,975

White-cheeked Starling Spodiopsar cineraceus JK¥i& X

Locally common winter visitor to open-country areas, particularly Deep Bay, with recent
breeding records; mainly present October to April, highest count 430 on 14 December 1996.

KA T RNE S - ITFE B EGERR - LB G S 2 i+
HEVGHEH » R EF A E19965E12 14 H YT 430 £ -

All records from the Deep Bay area and Long Valley unless otherwise mentioned.
Unusually, the peak count occurred in summer, reflecting a change in status following
the establishment of a breeding population in recent years.

First winter period: high counts 32 at Tai Sang Wai on 19 April and 16 at Long
Valley on 11 March. One at Sai Kung on 21 January and three at Chek Lap Kok on 21
February.

Breeding season: all records from the MPNR area, peak count 100 inluding juveniles
from the Mai Po access road on 27 June.

Second winter period: recorded from 2 September, high counts 55 at Ma Tso Lung
on 25 December, 52 at Long Valley on 21 October and 22 at Pak Tin Kong on 24
November.
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Black-collared Starling Gracupica nigricollis BFHFRE I

Common resident of open-country, village edge and urban habitats; highest count 317 on 10
September 2012.

RIS » KT RFET ~ SR8 ~ RITTE - R E520129F9 71019 317

* o

Widespread records in all months. Peak count 356 going to roost at Tai Po Waterfront
Park on 15 October (RWL), a new highest count for HK.

Daurian Starling Agropsar sturninus JLFS X

Uncommon autumn passage migrant to open-country areas, rare in spring with three winter
records; extreme passage dates 12 April to 12 May and 4 September to 10 November. Highest
count 50 on 26 September 2003.

It BB E R BFFD G = XFAIM » HRFTIRERE » H 7 #F4H
12HE5H12H K 9AF4HEI1A10H .2 [ » 57 E## 5200349/ 26 H1 50 £ »

First winter period: a female between Tai Wai and Sha Tin on 15 to 17 April.

Autumn: earliest date and peak count 13 at Tai Po Waterfront Park on 16 September,
roosting with Black-collared Starlings, with smaller numbers seen there up to 7
October. Singles at Lok Ma Chau on 17 September and 13 November (PJL), a new
latest passage date, four at Long Valley on 23 September, eight at Tai Mai Tuk on 25
September, one at MPNR on 7 October and two at San Tin on 13 October.

Chestnut-cheeked Starling Agropsar philippensis TIEE 1

Scarce passage migrant, mainly in autumn, to open-country areas; extreme dates 28 March to
30 April and 26 September to 20 November, highest count four on 22 April 1989.
FHEREDHESERES - B EFIRIREF - H 76328 H 4 30H %9/ 26 H
E11H20H.2[A] » BREHCERF519895F 4722 I 4 % -

No records for the first year since 2004.

White-shouldered Starling Sturnia sinensis JRTTH 1

Locally common passage migrant and breeding species, and uncommon winter visitor to
open-country and village edge habitats mainly in the northwest NT, breeding population has
increased due to the use of artificial nest sites; highest count 120 on 23 September 2006.

S B 1 T S T B L S T S FE - (R AR L ZEHERTERT R AT
IR I RIS - (] T TR A BIEFE IR 7 G RN » 1R ST E 52006 7F
9H23HHT 120 £ -

-195-



Hong Kong Bird Report 2013: Systematic List.

First winter period: recorded from 5 February, most records from the northwest NT,
high count 32 at San Tin on 12 April, Lantau and Po Toi. Recorded on Lantau from
2 April to 5 May, high count 45 at Tai O on 7 April, and on Po Toi from 9 March to 2
May, high count 35 on 11 April.

Breeding season: recorded from Nim Wan, MPNR, San Tin, LMC and Long Valley,
peak count 76 at MPNR on 17 August with 66 pairs breeding at LMC.

Second winter period: most records between 10 September and 19 November from
the northwest NT, Long Valley, high count 38 on 8 October, Lantau and Po Toi , but
the highest count was 45 at Tai Po Waterfront Park on 24 September. Last record two
at Ma Tso Lung on 25 December.

Chestnut-tailed Starling Sturnia malabaricus KBS X

Rare winter visitor, with four previous records; extreme dates 12 January to 17 March. Birds
that breed in Kowloon Park are considered to derive from ex-captive individuals.

FEEFTEMES - GUINFIERE - HFE1H12HE3H17H2H - 15N S 15
AE MR ISPTET -

No records from Kowloon Park (or elsewhere) in 2013. It is possible the species may
no longer breed at Kowloon Park.

Rosy Starling Pastor roseus Bl X

Rare visitor, mostly autumn juveniles; extreme dates 24 September to 28 April.

ZERRE - FEESNETEKEHIH - HFTE9H24H FE4H28H.C 4 -

A first winter at Cyberport from 26 February to 16 March (NMC,BK) and a different
individual at Tsing Yi Park from 19 to 21 March (AP).

Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris S8 1

Scarce and declining late autumn passage migrant and winter visitor to open country areas;
extreme dates 16 October to 10 April, highest count 12 on 11 January 1987.

i B TR S EE R IE RS - AR e RS - H 7 1E10/16 H 4
HI0H.Z[H » BREFCERFE1987F 111 A 12 £ -

No records in the first winter period but a good second winter period by recent
standards.
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Second winter period: recorded in the northwest NT from 22 October to 9 December
as follows: one at Nim Wan on 22 October, two from the Mai Po access road between
29 October and 9 December, up to 11 in the Lut Chau area from 1 November to
25 November and one at Long Valley on 19 November. Two at Pui O from 3 to 24
November.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

1 6 9 8 2 1 1 1 2 5 5 11

Plate 45 Rosy Starling Pastor roseus #5155
Cyberport, 3rd March 2013 #fif§# 20133 H3H
Peter and Michelle Wong ##8ili 71552
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Orange-headed Thrush Geokichla citrina FEHHIES I

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant, and rare breeding species in forest and closed-
canopy shrubland; highest count four on 14 April 2012.

FrADHIRNR AT ERE LR » /5= FHTEESFE » HIIR T KR G iR el iR
# o REAIREB2012F4 /714 H1 4 £ -

First winter period: singles at Nam Sang Wai on 31 March and Chek Lap Kok on 2
April.

Breeding season: two adults with one juvenile at Tai Po Kau Headland in August, a
breeding record there for the second year in succession.

Second winter period: one at Tai Mo Shan on 15 September and a male at Wu Kau
Tang on 20 September. Singles at Tai Po Kau from 1 to 6 October and at Tai O on 6
October with three at Lung Fu Shan from 6 to 9 October. One at Victoria Park on 18
December.

Siberian Thrush Geokichla sibirica FJEHE X

Scarce migrant and winter visitor to wooded areas; extreme dates 16 September to 23 April,
highest count four on 7 February 1996.

TP RERTIA NS » HRRTEMA - HFTEIH 16 HE4H23H 2 [ + iR E#I#F51996
F2HTHET 4 & -

First winter period: the first winter male at Shing Mun at the end of 2012 remained
until 2 January. A female at TPK Headland on 5 February.

Second winter period: first winter males at Tai Po Kau on 19 October, Ma On Shan on
3 November and Pak Sha O on 23 November.

White’s Thrush Zoothera aurea 13 b I

Uncommon winter visitor and migrant to woodland edge and open woodland; extreme dates 30
September to 8 May, highest count nine on 21 January 1992.

P BT E R EFLEWER - HIRTERHEE K A - H 7595 30HE5H8H.Z
2]+ IR EFIER 3199241 H 21 HIT 9 £ -

First winter period: recorded at Nim Wan, Long Valley, Tai Lam CP, Shing Mun, Tai
Po Kau, Pak Sha O, Pui O and Po Toi, high count three at Pak Sha O on 18 January,
last record on 4 April.

Second winter period: recorded from 20 October at many locations in north, central
and east NT, HK Island, Lantau, Lamma and Po Toi, peak count five at Chi Ma Wan,
Lantau on 29 December.
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Peak counts in recent winters:

01/02 | 02/03 | 03/04 | 04/05 | 05/06 | 06/07 | 07/08 | 08/09 | 09/10 | 10/11 | 11/12 | 12/13
1 2 7 3 3 3 6 1 6 8 1 3

Plate 46 White's Thrush Zoothera aurea 13 FHGE
Shing Mun, 30th January 2013 ${["] 201341 H30H
K.Y. Shum 55

Grey-backed Thrush Turdus hortulorum K5 I

Common winter visitor and migrant to lightly-wooded areas, shrubland and forest; extreme
dates 2 November to 27 April, highest count 70 on 11 February 2008.

IR NEEAREHER - HIREGE MM ~ JEARHE ~ REHE - A 11 H2HE4/727H
ZIH » REATEREE20084E2 /711 T 70 £ -

First winter period: recorded to 18 April from north, central, southeast and east NT,
Kowloon, HK Island, Lantau, Po Toi and Tung Ping Chau, peak count 24 at Tai Lam
CP on 9 February with 13 at Plover Cove CP on 26 January, 12 at Pak Sha O on 15
January and 11 at Long Valley on 7 January.

Second winter period: one trapped at MPNR on 1 November (JAA,PJL,DJS,KL) is a
new earliest record. Then recorded from north, central and east NT, HK Island and
Lantau, high count ten from several locations.
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Peak counts in recent winters:

01/02 | 02/03 | 03/04 | 04/05 | 05/06 | 06/07 | 07/08 | 08/09 | 09/10 | 10/11 | 11/12 | 12/13
5 21 30 15 15 50 39 20 33 30 7 24

Plate 47 Grey-backed Thrush Turdus hortulorum K15
Tai Tong, 26th December 2013 K% 2013512526 H
John Yu 7R{H4:

Japanese Thrush Turdus cardis 551K 1

Common winter visitor and migrant to wooded areas; extreme dates 25 October to 8 May,
highest count 56 on 25 November 2009.

ARG ATEWEE » HEZIEMA » H 771025 HE5H8H 2 [H] » iR iE#1##£52009
FE11H25H9 56 £ -

First winter period: recorded to 13 April from north, central and east NT, Kowloon,
HK Island, Lantau, Lamma, Po Toi, and Tung Ping Chau although fewer records than
Grey-backed Thrush, peak count 14 at south Lamma on 30 March with ten at Tung
Ping Chau on 6 April.
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Second winter period: recorded from 7 November from north, central and east NT,
HK Island, Lantau and Po Toi, again fewer records than Grey-backed Thrush, high
count nine at southwest Lantau on 17 November and Sha Lo Tung on 25 November.

Peak counts in recent winters:

01/02 | 02/03 | 03/04 | 04/05 | 05/06 | 06/07 | 07/08 | 08/09 | 09/10 | 10/11 | 11/12 | 12/13
10 5 18 9 5 7 17 6 56 6 8 14

Common Blackbird Turdus merula i X

Common winter visitor and migrant to lightly wooded areas, rare breeding species; typically
present early October to March; highest count 500 on 24 November 1988.
MR R FLENER - e TFHEIESHE » HIRTERRITHA » 5B E =
H I » IR EHCARFF 198811/ 24 I 500 %

First winter period: recorded up to 22 March from north, central, southeast and
east NT, Kowloon, HK Island, Lantau and Po Toi, high count 17 at Long Valley on 7
January with ten at Shek Kong Airfield Road on 5 January.

Breeding season: breeding for the seventh successive year near the MPNR car park. A
juvenile at LMC on 9 July.

Second winter period: widespread records from 6 October from NT and islands, peak
count of 43 at MPNR on 12 November with 14 at Yung Shue O on 23 December and 12
on Po Toi on 7 November.

Eyebrowed Thrush Turdus obscurus F1Jg%5 I

Uncommon passage migrant and scarce winter visitor although with some high counts, to
lightly wooded areas, extreme dates 13 October to 16 May, highest count 150 on 27 April
1988.

HERG DB ATER - (HF i SHBHERFIF D HIXIRE » HERIERGII A - FF
TEI0H13HE5H16 H.Z [ » iR iE# IR F5 1988445 27 H 11 150 £ -

First winter period: singles at TPK Headland on 5 January and Victoria Park on 23
January. A good spring passage from 2 April to 5 May with records at MPNR, Ng
Tung Chai, Tai Po Kau, Kowloon Hills, Sai Sha Road, Kowloon Park, Po Toi and Tung
Ping Chau, high count six at Tai Po Kau on 5 May.

Second winter period: recorded from 11 November at MPNR, Sandy Ridge, Ta Kwu
Ling, Wu Kau Tang, Ng Tung Chai, KFBG, Tai Po Kau, Pak Tam, Shek Pik Trail,
Lantau and Mount Davis, in low numbers except for peak count 20 at Mount Davis on
16 November.
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Pale Thrush Turdus pallidus FNEH5 I

Common winter visitor and migrant to lightly wooded areas, extreme dates 4 November to 1
May , highest count 51 on 21 January 1992.

HRIR R EABIES - HIRIERHGIIM » 771154 HE5H1H 2 - REATER
B319924F1 21 HHT 51 £ -

First winter period: recorded to 15 April with widespread records from north, central,
southeast and east NT, Kowloon, HK Island, Lantau, Cheung Chau, Po Toi and Tung
Ping Chau, peak count 12 on Po Toi on 10 January. Winter 2012-13 was a very good
one for this species.

Second winter period: by complete contrast, a very poor second winter period with
only six records of singles from 5 December at Lai Chi Wo, KFBG, Pak Sha O, The
Peak, Yi O and Po Toi.

Peak counts in recent winters:

01/02 | 02/03 | 03/04 | 04/05 | 05/06 | 06/07 | 07/08 | 08/09 | 09/10 | 10/11 | 11/12 | 12/13
1 6 3 3 1 12 3 20 1 14 2 13

Brown-headed Thrush Turdus chrysolaus JRliH5 X

Scarce winter visitor and migrant to lightly-wooded areas, extreme dates 20 November to 4
May, highest count three on 22 November 2012.

FRDHIRNE S R ERE » R ETRGIIF e - H FF11 H20H E5H4H » REAIARE
20124F11 H22 3% -

First winter period: singles at TPK Headland, Wonderland Villas, Sai Kung, Po Toi
and the last record at Tung Ping Chau on 6 April.

Second winter period: recorded from 4 December with singles at Long Valley, KFBG,
Yung Shue O and Cheung Sheung.

Dusky Thrush Turdus eunomus BEf§ I

Scarce, previously irruptive, winter visitor to open country areas; extreme dates 31 October to
5 May. Highest count 100 on 18 February 1984, an irruption year.

12 B IEFE LI B FE » BB DIEIRE - HRIEFREREF - H 110431 H £5H5
H.Z [ » REHCAR-19844F2 H18 HHT 100 & » B ELE BT —1F °

First winter period: singles at Chek Lap Kok from 30 January to 5 February and at
Cyberport from 16 February to 3 March.

Second winter period: one at Tai Mei Tuk on 19 December.
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Plate 48 Brown-headed Thrush Turdus chrysolaus 7~y
Long Valley, 31st December 2013 B[ 20134-12H31H
Lee Yat Ming 2% 3Hf]

Oriental Magpie Robin Copsychus saularis i I

Abundant resident in urban and rural areas, including mangrove.

ARBHIENS » HEZTE T i R AR - EFFAL P -

Widespread records from all regions including urban centres, peak count 34 at MPNR
on 9 April with 19 at Long Valley on 8 April and 12 at Pui O on 29 December.
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Grey-streaked Flycatcher Muscicapa griseisticta JKHUE 1

Uncommon passage migrant, mostly in spring, to shrubland and open woodland; extreme dates
25 March to 26 May and 29 August to 24 November; highest count 50 on 8 May 1999 in the
aftermath of Typhoon Leo.

LHEEBEFA NGB » e AR R A - H P E3/H25H £5H26 H
REH29H E11H24H .2 [H] » RiEFIEREG1999F5 HS MM [FI[H ) #8521 50 £ -

Spring: recorded from 12 April to 23 May, most records from MPNR, high count ten
on 2 May. Also recorded from Ping Che, Lam Tsuen, Tai Po Kau, Kowloon Hills, Pak
Sha O, Kowloon, HK Island, Lantau and Po Toi, peak count 44 at southwest Lantau on
4 May, the highest since 1999, and 33 at Sha Lo Wan, Lantau on the same date.

Autumn: singles recorded from 8 September to 17 November with most records from
Po Toi, high count two. Also singles from MPNR, Ho Sheung Heung, Ta Kwu Ling,
Tai Po Kau and Tai O.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

2 4 1 2 3 4 10 8 13 10 6 44

Dark-sided Flycatcher Muscicapa sibirica 55 1

Uncommon autumn passage migrant to woodland areas, with five spring records; extreme
dates 31 March to 8 May and 26 August to 26 December, highest count five on 19 September
2009.

THEIZHIKFHGEEERS - A TGP - AR e - Hr3H31HE5H8H K8
H26 HE12/26 HZ[H] » iREFCEREF20099F9719H11] 5 & -

Autumn: recorded from 2 September to 27 November, mostly from central NT but
also from north and east NT, HK Island, Lantau and Po Toi, peak count four on Po Toi
on 8 September with three at Yung Shue O on 11 September.

An adult from one of the western ssp rothschildi, cacabata or gulmergi was photographed
at Pui O on 29 December (JAA), also a new latest date.
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Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa latirostris LK% X

Common autumn passage migrant and winter visitor to open and closed-canopy woodland
areas; extreme dates 26 August to 12 June; highest count 40 on 18 October 1959.

T EEEE B TIAMRS - HER TR R G i Byt - H-FE8H27H %6
HI12HZ[H » R EFTEREF19594E10/718 [HHT 40 £ ©

A very good year for this species with good numbers in all three seasons, winter,
spring and autumn.

First winter period: widespread winter records although mostly from MPNR, Ho
Sheung Heung, Shek Kong, Pak Tin Kong, Braemar Hill and Chek Lap Kok, high
count four at Ho Sheung Heung on 28 January and three at Shek Kong Airfield Road
on 11 February. An unusually strong spring passage from 29 March to 4 May with
most records from MPNR, Lantau and Po Toi, high count five at southwest Lantau
and on Po Toi on 7 April.

Second winter period: a good autumn passage from 31 August to end November
with widespread records although mostly from MPNR, Lantau and Po Toi, peak count
seven at Tai O on 5 October. December records from northwest, central and east NT,
Lantau and Po Toi, high count three at MPNR.

Brown-breasted Flycatcher Muscicapa muttui #&fi75 I

Five records before 2012, extreme dates 2 September to 13 April. Successful breeding in Tai Po
Kau in 2012.

20124F F5MEFI#R » HFHI9H2H FE4H13H » 20124 7 A I3 1) 2% -

Records of single adults at Tai Po Kau on 7 April (KPK), 20 July (VC) and 25 August
(P&MW) could indicate breeding following the first proven and successful attempt in
2012, but there was no definite evidence.

Ferruginous Flycatcher Muscicapa ferruginea FiJE#5%%5 I

Uncommon spring passage migrant to shrubland and woodland with five autumn records;
extreme dates 3 March to 2 May and 23 September to 8 November, highest count five on 1
April 1994.

P T F GBI - G TR - HER TR FER A » HFE3H3H E5
H2HK9H23HF11H8H [ + iRiE#I##-F199444 /71 HiT 5 £ -

Spring: recorded from 21 March to 25 April, mostly on Po Toi but also at Tai Po Kau,

Pak Sha O, Lung Fu Shan and on Cheung Chau, peak count three on Po Toi on 23
April with two on Cheung Chau on 6 April.
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Hainan Blue Flycatcher Cyornis hainanus {85 filEE X

Locally common summer visitor, passage migrant and scarce winter visitor to closed-canopy
shrubland and woodland habitats; approximate dates for peak numbers 24 March to 30
September, highest count 13 on 13 June 2010.

S SRR ~ A E IR I L HIENRR - IR IR i AR
Al - BLERZ RT3 24 H F9H30H Z[H] - 2R EACERFS2010F6 13 1Y 13 % -

Recorded in all months although most records between April and September. First
winter period records from Tai Po Kau, Pak Tin Kong, Pak Sha O, Aberdeen CP and
Cheung Chau, high count three. Widespread spring records in April and May from
all regions and islands, peak count eight at Tai Po Kau and Shing Mun, a low count
by recent standards. Summer records from central and east NT, high count six in song

at Ng Tung Chai with five singing at Tai Po Kau and four at Pak Sha O. Autumn and
winter records mostly from Pak Sha O and Tai O, high count two.

Hill Blue Flycatcher Cyornis banyumas |L1EEI5 X

Seven winter records; extreme dates 24 November to 18 March.
EMEFRI - H 115247 £3/H18H °
2010: a male at Shek Kong from 22 to 25 November 2010 (A&BL) has been accepted as

Category I for this species in the recent Blue Flycatcher Review and is a new earliest
date.

Brown-chested Jungle Flycatcher Rhinomyias brunneata Bligzh I VU

Rare autumn migrant, with seven records; extreme dates 28 August to 8 October.

ZEMEEBIER - BLI#ek - HFE8H28HE10H8H -

One photographed at Tai Po Kau on 31 August (DL).
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Plate 49 Hainan Blue Flycatcher Cyornis hainanus & #1145
Po Toi, 7th April 2013 & 20134 H7H
Allen Chan 5T
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Fujian Niltava Niltava davidi IR X

Scarce winter visitor to woodland; extreme dates 22 October to 10 April.

FPHTENRE » HERTE » [ FrE10/ 220 F4/7 1072/ »

First winter period: a male and female at Tai Po Kau up to 7 January and the same or
another male there from 23 January to 16 March. A male at Shing Mun on 3 January, a
female at Pak Sha O from 18 to 27 January and a male in King’s Park, Kowloon from 2
to 11 March.

Second winter period: a male and female at Lung Fu Shan on 26 November and a
male at Pak Sha O on 28 December .

Small Niltava Niltava macgrigoriae /Ml X

Rare autumn and winter visitor to woodland; extreme dates 25 October to 4 March.

T DTN B R KRS » HZ A » HFF10/H25H E3H4H.2[H -

A male at Yung Shue O on 1 January and another at Pak Sha O on 24 January.

Blue-and-white Flycatcher Cyanoptila cyanomelana FIIEEE

Locally common passage migrant, mainly in spring, to woodland areas; extreme dates 25
February to 4 May and 29 August to 28 December, highest count 15 on 2 April 1983.

F BT F AR ST E R » HRRTEMAY - HFE2/525H £5 74 H R8H29H %
12H28H Z[H] » RiE#IER 1983 F4H2HIT 15 4 -

Spring: recorded from 29 March to 24 April with most records from central NT,
Lantau and Po Toi, peak count five at southwest Lantau on 7 April with four males at
Pak Sha O on 8 April and three on Cheung Chau on 6 April.

Autumn: singles recorded from 20 September to 26 November from central NT, HK
Island, Lantau and Po Toi.

Verditer Flycatchex Eumyias thalassina $igE% X

Uncommon winter visitor to woodland areas; extreme dates 9 September to 15 April, highest
count six on 26 February 2012.

THIZHTENRES » HIRTERM » HFHEIHIHE4T15H .24 » BREFTIHR 5201242/ 26
HH 26 % -

First winter period: recorded to 24 March with singles and twos from northeast,
central and east NT and Lantau.
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Second winter period: recorded from 23 September with widespread reports from
central, southeast and east NT, HK, Lantau and Cheung Chau, peak count two at Tai
Tam CP on 29 September.

Lesser Shortwing Brachypteryx leucophris [ WFARS X

Locally common resident and winter visitor to closed-canopy shrubland and woodland, a recent
colonist; highest count seven on 12 November 2012.

HTFELEARHEIIEIR - B A R R FIAMRE - IR G R AR # R bk
Ml o SREAIERF20124E11 H12 17 £ ©

Recorded in all months with most records from central NT, particularly Ng Tung
Chai, Pak Tin Kong and Tai Po Kau, peak count ten at Ng Tung Chai on 24 November
(JAA), a new highest count, with six at Shing Mun on 8 November. Elsewhere up to
three recorded from northeast NT from 10 November, up to two at Pak Sha O from 26
October, on Po Toi on 9 November, at Tai O from 16 November, and one at Yung Shue
O on 26 December.

The first record of Lesser Shortwing in Hong Kong was in 1998; the number of
locations from which it has been recorded in recent years is given below. Up to 2011,
it was mostly recorded from Tai Mo Shan CP, Shing Mun CP and TPK. Since 2011,
records have come from the northeast and east NT, Lantau, Hong Kong and Po
Toi Islands, mostly in November and December, which indicate dispersion of local
breeders and/or wintering birds from Guangdong as well as greater familiarity with
the call. It will be interesting to see how this develops, and observers are encouraged
to familiarise themselves with the call and report any records.

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

0 5 4 5 7 6 7 5 8 7 19 22

Siberian Blue Robin Luscinia cyane Bl X

Scarce passage migrant to shrubland and woodland, with four winter records; extreme passage
dates 1 April to 29 April and 4 September to 21 October, highest count three on 25 September
2004.

PR B S » BVIAFALEE - R TR - H P41 HE4529H
RH4HF10/H21 H.Z[H] » iR i##- 5200449725 H 1 3 & -

Spring: two males at southwest Lantau on 7 April.

Autumn: singles at Kap Lung and Ng Tung Chai on 15 September, a female at Tai Po
Kau from 16 to 18 September and at TPK Headland on 23 September, a first winter
male on Po Toi on 28 September with a different bird there the following day, and a
female on Po Toi on 13 October.
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The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Siberian Blue Robin is given as Figure 29. This
species has two very distinct passage periods, the larger in September and the smaller
in April. Occurrences outside these periods are rare.
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Figure29.  Weekly Occurrence Graph - Siberian Blue Robin Luscinia cyane & #iiif

Rufous-tailed Robin Luscinia sibilans fLEKIE I
Common winter visitor and passage migrant to woodland and closed-canopy shrubland;
extreme dates 16 October to 23 April, highest count 25 on 2 April 2010.

WS R SR SEB LR - IR TR R G R B R - H 7 E10/16 H 4
H23H.Z[H] » R EHIE 520105472 HHYT 25 £ -

First winter period: recorded to 14 April from northeast, central, southeast and east
NT and most islands including HK Island, mostly singing birds in March and April,
high count five at Tai Po Kau on 12 January. One at Kowloon Park on 7 March.

Second winter period: recorded from 24 October from north, central and east NT, HK
Island and Lantau, peak count 33 on southwest Lantau on 17 November (JAA), a new
highest count, and seven at Pak Sha O on 16 November.

Japanese Robin Erithacus akahige HAHE X

Rare winter visitor to woodland; extreme dates 19 November to 29 March, highest count two
on 4 February 1995.

EHEHIRNRE » HIPZFF » H 11 H19H E3H29H .2 [ » R AT # 3199524
Hig2 % -

A male at Tai Po Kau from 1 to 5 January.

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Japanese Robin is given as Figure 30. This species
has been seen more frequently in late autumn and early winter since The Avifauna.

-210-



Hong Kong Bird Report 2013: Systematic List.

Il Avifauna 1958-98 B 1999-2013
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Figure 30.  Weekly Occurrence Graph - Japanese Robin Erithacus akahige H A<

Plate 50 Japanese Robin Erithacus akahige H 7
Tai Po Kau, 5th January 2013 AHiE 201341 H5H
Peter and Michelle Wong ##iifi VLA5T
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Bluethroat Luscinia svecica B:WERKAE I

Locally common winter visitor to damp, lowland open country areas, including reedmarsh;
extreme dates 27 September to 6 May, highest count 13 on 28 January 1994 .

Pt SAHTENR S » HERTE (B R R R EF - Cfh 20AE - H P 1E9H27H £5
HEH.ZIH + iR EfIRF519944F1 H28 H 1 13 £ -

All records from MPNR, LMC and Long Valley in both winter periods.
First winter period: recorded to 21 April, peak count five at MPNR on 13 March.

Second winter period: recorded from 2 October, high count two.

Siberian Rubythroat Luscinia calliope FLMERRIE X

Common winter visitor and passage migrant to grassland-shrubland, open country and
reedmarsh; extreme dates 24 September to 10 May, highest count 59 on 27 November 1996.

KAl TR NR IS A SEE LS - HIRTE R TE BRI R 5 ~ R ~ R H
o Hr9H24HFE5H10H.2 [ 7 iEHI# 199611 H 27 H T 59 £ -

First winter period: recorded to 17 April, mostly from MPNR, Long Valley, Lam
Tsuen, Lantau and Po Toi, high count seven at Tai Tong on 26 January.

Second winter period: recorded from 2 October from north, central and east NT, HK
Island, Lantau and Po Toi Island, peak count 38 at southwest Lantau on 17 November
with 11 trapped at MPNR on 1 November.

Red-flanked Bluetail Tarsiger cyanurus RLIFHEERRRE X

Common winter visitor and passage migrant to shrubland and woodland, numbers variable
each winter; extreme dates 23 October to 18 April, highest count 39 on 21 January 1992.
HIRHIRNRBAIALTENER - AR FHTH R ETIE » HR TR - HT7E
10A23H 418 H. 2 [H] - 5 ELERES 199241 H 21 HHY 39 %

First winter period: recorded up to 2 April from north, central, southeast and east NT,

Kowloon, HK Island, Lantau and Po Toi, peak count 12 at Shing Mun on 3 January
with ten at Pak Sha O on 5 January.

Second winter period: recorded from 6 November from north, central and east NT
and HK, Lantau and Po Toi Islands, high count ten at Pak Sha O on 30 November and
at Shing Mun on 27 December.
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Blue Whistling Thrush Myophonus caeruleus 484 X

Common and widespread resident in closed-canopy shrubland and woodland, often near
streams and in urban areas.

W HBEMHIR » IR R il IR B BT AR A R A

Recorded in all months from widespread locations including city centres although
with few records from northwest NT, peak count 12 at Mount Davis.

Yellow-rumped Flycatcher Ficedula zanthopygia F1Jg1E55 X

Uncommon autumn passage migrant to shrubland and woodland with five spring records;
extreme dates 5 to 30 April and 2 August to 17 October, highest count ten on 9 September
2000.

I AT EAGEEE R - G AT FAIRR » HERTEEARFER A HF1E4H5H £30
HRSH2HZE10H17H.2H » 57EFIEREE20009F9/H9H 1T 10 £ »

Spring: a female on Po Toi on 14 April is the fifth spring record and the first since
2008.

Autumn: recorded from 21 August to 2 October from MPNR, Tai Po Kau, Pak Sha O,
Tai O and Chek Lap Kok, peak count two.

Narcissus Flycatcher Ficedula narcissina 3#JE1H; X

Uncommon spring and rare autumn passage migrant to woodland areas; extreme dates 19
March to 2 May and 7 October to 16 December, peak count five on 3 April 2004. Most records
are of nominate narcissina but there have been records of owstoni in recent years.

T INTEFALTEER R T IIRFEAEER - 1R AL - H P E3H19H £5/2
HR10A7HFE12/16 H.Z[A] » iR EHCEF32004FE4 31 5 & o £ ZHI##£3 narcissina
JSFE » (HUTF 1 owstoni SSFEHHCER ©

Spring: recorded from 29 March to 2 May with most records from MPNR, Lantau and
Po Toi but also at Pak Nai, Tai Po Kau, Shing Mun, Pak Sha O, Kowloon Park, HK
Island, Cheung Chau and Tung Ping Chau, peak count five at southwest Lantau on 7
April.

Autumn: both male and female on Po Toi from 9 to 14 November and a male at Mount
Davis on 17 November.
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Female-type Narcissus Flycatcher owstoni /| Green-backed
Flycatcher Ficedula narcissina owstoni / Ficedula elisae %G55 /

Aok A

After close examination of several records and of skins, the Records Committee have
decided it is not possible to distinguish between female-type (female and some first-
summer male) Narcissus Flycatchers of the taxon owstoni and female-type Green-
backed Flycatchers F. elisae. This is of particular relevence given the increasing
number of records of male owstoni in Hong Kong. Consequently, records of female-
type birds of owstoni and elisae will be recorded as “either/or” until better identification
characteristics become available.

FAC 8% ZE B e B EUEAC Sk S AR T o AUBIR T REIR /3 35 SR A5 owstoni HES (Hf
SR DBER—FH IS ) SRS Ficedula elisae Mt » HIFS owstoni HER{ET
BRI > LoRrURSaR R BENZ S > RILHE 26 E G PR sk
owstoni M5 K elisae M S5 Er it $5 5% Towstoni 8¢ elisae Fept)—FE | -

One on Po Toi from 25 April to 4 May (GW,P&MW).

Mugimaki Flycatcher Ficedula mugimaki SEiF55 1

Uncommon autumn migrant and scarce winter visitor and spring migrant to woodland areas;
extreme dates 10 October to 15 May, highest count 30 on 23 November 1969.

T ZNTHRFASEEMER ~ FEPHTRRBIIEFELR » H i - H T 1E10/H10H
EEAI5HZIH] > REHCEREG19695F 11 H23 HHY 30 £ -

A more normal year for this species following the exceptional year in 2012.

First winter period: winter singles at Shing Mun on 6 January and Tai Po Kau on 11
February. Then from 1 to 20 April, mostly singles on Po Toi but also at Lung Fu Shan,
southwest Lantau and Tung Ping Chau with two at Kowloon Park on 17 April.

Second winter period: recorded from 29 October to 30 November at several locations
in northwest, central, southeast and east NT, HK Island, Lantau and Po Toi, peak
count three at Lung Fu Shan on 15 November.

Peak counts in recent winters:

01/02 | 02/03 | 03/04 | 04/05 | 05/06 | 06/07 | 07/08 | 08/09 | 09/10 | 10/11 | 11/12 | 12/13
3 2 3 2 4 4 2 2 4 3 4 8
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Slaty-backed Flycatcher Ficedula hodgsonii K&

One record, a first-winter female at Tso Kung Lam, Tsuen Wan from 10 February to 2 March
2008.

—AFCER B ARCER(F20084F2/7 10 H 3 H 2 H— 1 B KIE X HMEIE B BT 2

A female at Chuen Lung on 2 January (LYC). This is the second record for Hong Kong,
close to the location of the first record and probably the same individual returning.

Plate 51 Slaty-backed Flycatcher Ficedula hodgsonii 798 145
Chuen Lung, 12th January 2013 JI[{£ 20131 H12H
Andy Cheung 7 £ K
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Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva KIS X

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor; extreme dates 26 October to 21 April.

Db BRI R » H 10426 HE4521 H 2[4 -

First winter period: winter singles to 25 February at MPNR, Kat O, Shing Mun, Tsuen
Wan and Jordan Valley. Singles recorded on Po Toi from 4 to 7 April and then on 27
April (P&MW), a new latest record.

Second winter period: two recorded on Po Toi from 7 to 17 November. Then singles
at MPNR from 18 December and at Long Valley on 26 December.

A total of 11 birds in the year, the highest since records of this species began in 2005.
The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Red-breasted Flycatcher is given as Figure 31. This
shows it as a passage migrant in both seasons and a winter visitor.
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Figure 31.  Weekly Occurrence Graph - Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva £1.Hgi55

Red-throated Flycatcher Ficedula albicilla {LMIREAS I

Common migrant and winter visitor to lightly wooded and open country habitats; extreme
dates 13 September to 27 April, highest count 12 on 25 October 1981.

B BRIXNEE - KR TFRREHI A R BRI - HF7F9/13H F4/727H.2
[ BREFIER B 1981FE10H25H 1 12 # -

First winter period: recorded to 20 March from ten locations in north and central NT
and at Pui O, peak count two at Shek Kong Airfield Road on 5 January.

Second winter period: recorded from 3 October at more widespread locations in
northwest, central, southeast and east NT, north Kowloon, Lantau and Po Toi, peak
count two at Long Valley on 13 November.
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Daurian Redstart Phoenicurus auroreus ALFLEHS X

Common winter visitor to shrubland and open woodland; extreme dates 13 October to 2 May,
highest count 30 on 5 February 1995.

FSIERS » HRTE AR TR FIE Y - HFTE10H13H E5H2H.Z [ » RiEiI
1995425 H 117 30 £ -

First winter period: recorded to 10 April from north, central, southeast and east NT,
HK Island, Lantau, Cheung Chau, Lamma and Po Toi, high count 15 at Plover Cove
CP on 26 January with ten between Lau Fau Shan and Pak Nai on 13 January.

Second winter period: recorded from 7 October from north, central, southeast and east
NT, Kowloon, HK Island, Lantau and Po Toi, peak count 48 at southwest Lantau on 17
November (JAA), a new highest count, with 23 at Plover Cove CP on 22 December and
20 at southeast Lantau on 29 December.

Peak counts in recent winters:

01/02 | 02/03 | 03/04 | 04/05 | 05/06 | 06/07 | 07/08 | 08/09 | 09/10 | 10/11 | 11/12 | 12/13

10 10 23 7 4 10 13 7 11 12 4 23

Plumbeous Water Redstart Rhyacornis fuliginosa fLE/KiE I
Uncommon winter visitor to rocky streams and water catchments; extreme dates 24 October to
19 April.

T RITEMRSG - HER ARk - HF1E10/H24HE4/719H 24 -

First winter period: singles at Shing Mun on 5 January and 12 February, a male at
Discovery Park on 18 January, at Shek Kong Airfield Road on 27 January and at Tso
Kung Tam on 24 February.

Second winter period: a female at Tso Kung Tam from 8 November to 13 December,
another at Wong Shek on 25 December and one at Shek Pik Country Trail, Lantau on
29 December.
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F, S —

Plate 52 Plumbeous Water Redstart Rhyacornis fuliginosa L2 7K 5
Wong Shek, 25th December 2013 w4 20134512 H25H
Yip Wai Hung $E{&/

Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius BERETE X

Locally common passage migrant and winter visitor, mostly to rocky or coastal areas but
sometimes village edge or farmland, with isolated summer records; typically present September
to May, highest count 14. Two subspecies occur, philippensis and pandoo, with most records
being philippensis.

Sl 1 i S TEEECE RS IR MRS - AAFIEFACER » F R R 1 a7 I
B BRI G RREC A L » EHTEALA E 1S - REGFCERS 14 & -

B - philippensis & pandoo * #Z##LL philippensis 4 7

First winter period: recorded to 10 May from Gold Coast, Tai Mo Shan, Shing Mun,
Pak Tin Kong, Tsueng Kwan O, Sham Shui Po, King’s Park Mongkok, Cyberport,
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southwest Lantau, Chek Lap Kok, Sha Chau, Chi Ma Wan and on Po Toi, peak count
five there on 13 March.

Second winter period: recorded from 8 September from Kam Tin, Hang Tau, Tai Mo
Shan, Shing Mun, Ng Tung Chai, Sai Kung, Tseung Kwan O, Braemar Hill, Mount
Davis, Tai O, Chek Lap Kok, Chi Ma Wan, Disneyland, south Lamma and Po Toi, high
count three.

Chestnut-bellied Rock Thrush Monticola rufiventris JENEHEHE I

Rare winter visitor, mainly to KFBG; extreme dates 2 October to 2 April.

FERRRE » FHTEF B HFAH10H2HE4H2H -

A male and female at KFBG from 8 December to year end.

White-throated Rock Thrush Monticola gularis FH W I

Rare passage migrant and winter visitor; extreme dates 11 October to 28 March.

FrPHTESEBEBRIARS » HFE10H11 HF3H28H .2 -

First winter period: a female at KFBG on 8 January (AP).

Second winter period: a female on the brown walk at Tai Po Kau on 15 October (STW)
and probably the same bird at the same location on 21 December (CF). A male at
KFBG on 13 December (KF).

Stejneger’s Stonechat Saxicola stejnegeri B ANE X

Common passage migrant and winter visitor; extreme dates 25 August to 6 May, highest
count 60 on 6 November 1993.

i AR ERE B IR ER - H 718 H25H E5H6 H.E[H] » R 51993411 H6 [
160 £ -

First winter period: recorded to 2 May, mostly from the Deep Bay area and Long
Valley, peak count 28 at Long Valley on 18 March with 16 at San Tin on 12 April. Also
from the northeast, central, southeast and east NT, Lantau and Po Toi, high count
three.

Second winter period: one at MPNR on 20 August (JAA) is a new earliest record.
Then from 29 August from more widespread locations in north, central and east NT
and Lantau, high count 21 at Long Valley on 15 October with 15 at Ma Tso Lung on 12
October and 12 at Mai Po San Tsuen on 17 October.
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Grey Bush Chat Saxicola ferreus JKIHHE X

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant; extreme dates 14 September to 20 April, highest
count four on 13 April 1955.

FRPHIE B AIEGEEGER - HT1E9H14H E4/20H 2 [H - 17 BACE-F319957F4/713
Hi4 % -

First winter period: a wintering male at Cheung Chau to 1 February, another male at
Long Valley from 13 to 24 January and at Nam Chung on 26 January and again on 9
March.

Second winter period: a good second winter period with ten individuals from 4
October to year end, at MPNR, Sandy Ridge, Long Valley, two at Plover Cove CP,
Kam Sheung Road, Ng Tung Chai, Tai Po Kau, The Peak and Chek Lap Kok.

Pied Wheatear Oenanthe pleschanka HTERR I

One record, a first winter from 24 to 25 September 1989.
—MERCER - BT IARCER F519894F 9 24 25

A first winter at west Kowloon on 30 November (PJL), the second HK record and the
first since 1989.

Plate 53 Pied Wheatear Oenanthe pleschanka [ TE[[
West Kowloon, 13th November 2013 P& LA 2013451113 H
Wallace Tse i
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Orange-bellied Leafbird Chloropsis hardwickii I3 X

Uncommon resident and winter visitor in closed-canopy woodland; highest count five on 4
October 1997.

TSI RATENES » HIRTE R ERITIA - R EFCERE1997F10H4H T 5 &

Recorded in all months except August. Most records from Tai Po Kau, where the
peak count was five on several dates, but there were no records between March and
September. Recorded throughout the year from Pak Sha O, high count three. Also
recorded, mostly in winter months, from other locations in the northeast, central and
east NT.

Fire-breasted Flowerpecker Dicaeum ignipectus FLIGKTES I

Uncommon winter visitor and rare breeding species in shrubland and woodland areas; highest
count eight on 7 April 2002.

THEHIXNRS - G HIEIERE - LR TEER B A - 57 FC R F52002F 49 7 H
198 1% -

Recorded up to 1 April and from 15 September but no records in the summer months,
mostly from Tai Po Kau but also Wu Kau Tang, Sha Lo Tung, Yuen Long Park, Kap

Lung, Ma On Shan, Pak Sha O and Pak Tam, peak count five at Ma On Shan on 13
February.

Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker Dicaeum cruentatum KFFKIES 1

Common resident of open woodland and village edge; highest count 18 on 15 July 2012.
TR » HIRTEGHRI A RASFLEH » iR EACER F520124F7 H 15T 18 £ -
Recorded in all months and from widespread locations in north, central and east NT,

HK Island, Lantau and Lamma, peak count 20 between Wu Kau Tang and Lai Chi Wo
on 10 November (JAA), a new high count.

Mrs. Gould’s Sunbird Aethopyga gouldiae BiWi KF5 5 1

Rare migrant in late winter and spring; extreme dates 15 January to 20 March.

BRREFHTESEES - HFELH15HE3H20H 2[4 °

A male photographed at Sha Tin on 9 March (CYL).
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Fork-tailed Sunbird Aethopyga christinae X )2 K55 1

Common and widespread resident and winter visitor in woodland and shrubland; highest
count 32 on 21 April 2008.

WS IR SRR MRS » R TEFR A R - 57 EACRR R 20084421 FHT 32 %

Recorded in all months and from widespread locations in north, central, southeast
and east NT, HK Island, Lantau, Lamma and Tung Ping Chau, peak count 26 at Plover
Cove CP on 26 January and Ma On Shan CP on 13 February with 24 at Sai Kung East
CP on 26 October.

Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus i€ I

Abundant resident of lowland habitats, commensal with man; higher numbers sometimes
recorded in fish pond areas and on offshore islands in spring. Highest count 500 on 27 January
20009.

A H KT &L GRS » R T » BFIF - A TE R 1 B R 15 5
o RIETAREB20094F1 H 27 HIT 500

A widespread urban resident species. High counts mostly in winter months from
systematic surveys in northwest NT, peak count 393 at Tai Sang Wai on 28 December
with 381 at Long Valley on 23 December and 348 at San Tin on 12 April. On Po Toi,
where it is a passage migrant with some remaining for summer, only recorded from 16
April to 12 September with no winter records.

White-rumped Munia Lonchura striata F1EE I

Common resident of lightly-wooded urban and village-edge habitats; highest count 350 on 25
July 2009.

HILHTEERS » HERAE AR ORI T RABFT 875 » iR AC#R 32009467 H 25 H I 350

£ o

Highest counts usually at Long Valley in response to seeding rice, with the peak
count there this year being 180 on 20 October with 171 on 30 September and 161 on 16
July. Elsewhere, widespread but with most counts below ten except for Pak Tin Kong
where regular counts show larger numbers in autumn with 40 there on 11 October and
21 November.

Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata BESCS 1

Abundant resident in open-country grassy habitats; highest count 580 on 29 August 1995.
AREHTEERS » HER TEFRTER TR - IR FACAE51995TF8 H 29 H T 580 4 »

-222-



Hong Kong Bird Report 2013: Systematic List.

Most records from MPNR and Long Valley systematic counts, peak count 309 at Long
Valley on 14 January with 279 there on 19 November and 190 at MPNR on 17 August.
Elsewhere the highest count was 48 at Lin Au on 3 November.

Forest Wagtail Dendronanthus indicus [L#55 X

Uncommon passage migrant, mostly in autumn, scarce in winter; occurs mainly in mature
secondary broadleaf forest, but also a variety of other wooded habitats; extreme dates 28 July to
1 May, highest count three.

FRERFT I ZNTEEEER - X FIFH D » £ ZHZTERATR LM - T EHT
RIEA A AT - HFTE7H28HE571H 4 » IREAC#FS 3 &

First winter period: one at Shing Mun on 4 January.

Second winter period: recorded from 21 August with singles at MPNR, Shing Mun,
Lam Tsuen, Tai Po Kau, TPK Headland, Yung Shue O, Pak Sha O, Tai O and Po Toi.

Eastern Yellow Wagtail Motacilla tschutschensis W57 I

Most records from northwest NT and Lantau. Counts of this species appear to
have fallen in recent years. Observers are encouraged to record the taxon whenever
possible.

S ER M SR T AL R I ] o ST SRR e IR o 25 I TR
BERS T -

M.t. taivana

Common passage migrant and winter visitor; extreme dates 22 August to 18 May, highest
count 1,000 on 12 February 1989.

A B EBRIR IR » HT1E8/H22HE5H18H .2 H » iREAI#E 5198942712
HHT 1,000 £ -

Recorded up to 22 May, peak count 32 at San Tin on 12 February, and from 14
September, high count 29 at Long Valley on 13 October.

M.t. macronyx

Uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor; extreme dates 9 September to 20 May, highest
count 50 on 7 October 1995.

T BHEEBHEB R KRG » HT1E9HIA E5H20H ZIH » REATRFG1995410/H7
750 % o

In the first winter period, recorded up to 26 February, high count four. In spring,

recorded from 8 April to 5 May, peak count 17. In the second winter period, recorded
from 18 October, high count two.
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M.t. tschutschensis

Common passage migrant, mostly in spring, and scarce winter visitor; extreme dates 20
August to 25 May, highest count 3,840 on 4 May 1999.
FREAELFE AT E LRI L HIERR » H 7 E8H20H £5H25H .2 [ - 172
BREF1999E5 14 H 11 3,840 & -

One at MPNR on 20 January. In spring, recorded between 12 April and 20 May, peak
count 48 at Pui O on 5 May with 40 at Long Valley on 1 May. In autumn, recorded
from 1 September to 8 December, high count three.

Records unascribed to taxon

TG T RE

Common passage migrant and winter visitor; extreme dates 15 August to 8 June.

AR EE RIS - HFTESH15H 6 H8H Z [E »

Recorded up to 8 May and from 21 August, peak count 128 at Tai Sang Wai on 28
December with 123 at San Tin on 12 April.

Peak counts (all subspecies) in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013
3,000 | 400 600 50 260 800 377 300 250 672 105 128

Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola ¥ I

Uncommon winter visitor and migrant; extreme dates 30 September to 10 May; highest count
five on 17 April 2010.

N RIIRREREES » HFF9H30HE5H10H .2 » REF - E52010F4H17H
5 & o

All records except one from Long Valley.

First winter period: at least two in the Long Valley area up to 11 April with another
record on 22 April. One at Pui O on 13 April.

Second winter period: recorded from 30 September, equaling the earliest date, to year
end, peak count four on several dates.
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Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea JKH575 X

Common winter visitor and passage migrant, mostly to watercourses but also other lowland
wetland areas; extreme dates 28 July to 31 May with occasional summer records, highest count
1,000 on 16 October 1991.

IR R EALEGEIER - A E TR - LEARTEARE - INEHRR R R
Bt » H-F1E7 28 HE5H31 HZMH » iR iEr## 5199110/ 16 H11 1,000 % -

No large winter roost counts of this species have been reported in recent years.

First winter period: widespread records until 14 May, high count 20 at Shek Kong
Airfield Road on 27 January.

Second winter period: recorded from 7 August, peak count 47 at Tai Sang Wai on 16
October, the highest count since 2004.

White Wagtail Motacilla alba F#575 1

A widespread species although most records and high counts from northwest NT.
Observers are encouraged to record the taxon whenever possible, in particular,
breeding season reports and records of M.a. ocularis.

JRVZ TR » {ERAR TSR B i AT SR B T SR PG AL B R - GRS & B e
UL SMEAURCE - TR BT EHCER B M.a. ocularis BTEATEHE ©

M.a. leucopsis

Common and present all year but most common on spring passage and in winter, usually in
wetland areas but also breeds in other lowland habitats, including village and village-edge,
parks and gardens, residential housing; highest count 200 on 18 February 1997.

BERZHI - (AT TGN RS TR B U A o - IR E R R
B - @I RAELER ~ 2~ 7R~ REBJEHETT - REFCE 1997218117 200

* o

First winter period: peak count 50 at Long Valley and at San Tin on 12 February.

Breeding season: most records from Nim Wan, MPNR, Long Valley and Pak Tin
Kong. At least one pair breeding at Ap Lei Chau.

Second winter period: high count 40 at Long Valley on 13 October.
M.a. ocularis

Uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor; extreme dates 24 September to 17 May;
highest count 190 on 25 March 1995.

T RN GEERFIENRS - HF1E9 24 HE5H17H.21H » iR FAC## F519954F3 25 H
/#9190 % -
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First winter period: recorded to 16 April, peak count 13 at Kam Tin on 5 January.

Second winter period: recorded from 13 October, high count 12 at Kam Tin on 24
December.

M.a. lugens

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor; extreme dates 1 October to 12 April, highest count
four on 28 December 2011.

WP EEBAIZ RS » HFHF10H1HFE4H12H.2MH @ REFEB20114E12 /28
17 28 £ o

Two at Kam Tin and one at Shek Kong Airfield Road on 5 January. Singles at San Tin
on 12 February and Chek Lap Kok on 16 October.

A leucopsis x alboides reported at Chek Lap Kok throughout the year.

Records unascribed to taxon

TEE R

Recorded in all months, high count 226 roosting in palm trees at Yuen Long on 18
October.

Richard’s Pipit Anthus richardi ¥LIXZ5 1

Common passage migrant, winter visitor and locally common resident; migratory taxa occur
in low-lying open country areas, particularly agricultural land and are common on passage,
particularly autumn, and in winter; highest count 102 on 12 October 1979; resident taxon A.r.
sinensis is locally common and breeds in grassy and open country areas, often in upland areas;
highest count 15 on 20 July 2003.

TERAE ZFR)HE S BWER » TLUMERR - XREBAIAMITEE  BHELEFES
AR TE (A _E FIFTRAIFEF » T HE B » R E il F51979F10H12H Y 102 £ - Ar.
sinensis £ KMl SRR RFE »+ 25 77 50 ISR B IS R P T » iR il 5 6
200357 H20HH7 15 £ »

First winter period: recorded up to 6 May with most records from Long Valley, high
count 14 on 29 April, the MPNR area, high count 17 at Mai Po San Tsuen on 16 April,
San Tin, high count nine and Chek Lap Kok, high count five. Also recorded from Kam
Tin, Lam Tsuen, Pui O and southwest Lantau, high count seven there on 7 April.

Breeding season: recorded from Tai Mo Shan, high count five, Lead Mine Pass and Lo
Fu Tau in north Lantau. Singles at Ho Sheung Heung through June and July.

Second winter period: recorded from 19 September in similar areas to the first winter
period, peak count 22 at Lam Tsuen on 14 October, high counts 14 at Chek Lap Kok
on 30 September and at Mai Po San Tsuen on 17 October and 12 at Long Valley on 13
October. Ten migrants flying south over Tai O on 22 September.
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Blyth’s Pipit Anthus godlewskii i [\%5 1

Omne record, 9 to 10 October 2002.
—ffER » 20024F10H9H F10H -

One photographed at Long Valley on 9 October (MT). This is the second Hong Kong
record, on the same date as the first in 2002.

Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni ¥%5 I

Common winter visitor and passage migrant to lightly wooded and open country areas,
including village edge and parks; extreme dates 15 September to 15 May, highest count 150 on
9 January 1961.

SR BTGB LR » HIITTRGH IR K G JREF - CLfTA B R N - H
FIEIHISHESHISHZ [ + iRE#IEH 196141 H9H T 150 £ -

First winter period: recorded to 4 May, most records from Long Valley with peak
count 85 there on 28 January, also from the north, central, southeast and east NT, HK,
Lantau and Tung Ping Chau, high counts 39 at Plover Cove CP on 26 January and 16
at Discovery Bay on 23 January.

Second winter period: recorded from 1 October from widespread locations in
north, central and east NT, HK Island and Lantau, high count 69 at Long Valley on 9
December with 30 at southeast Lantau on 29 December and 22 at southwest Lantau on
17 November.

Pechora Pipit Anthus gustavi 1t%5 I

Scarce passage migrant to damp, lowland areas with dense vegetation; extreme dates 9 April to
29 May and 3 September to 10 November, highest count 103 on 3 May 1999 (Typhoon Leo).
T PHBEEEIER - M B ETR Hid e At - Hried A9H £5/729H k9H
BHZEITH10H.2[H » iR ECE 519999573 (le/E TFIH ) BifE) #9105 & -

Spring: singles at MPNR on 23 and 27 April, 8 and 9 May and at Long Valley on 25
April. A flock of 23 on Po Toi on 2 May with two separate singles.

Autumn: singles at MPNR on 5 and 6 September, at Pak Sha O on 26 September and
near Sai Kung on 6 October.
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Plate 54 Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus #1725
Long Valley, 23rd March 2013 B2J5% 2013473923 H
Vivian Cheung R &£

Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus ¥LWi%5 I

Common passage migrant and winter visitor to lowlands, usually in wet areas; extreme dates
16 September to 17 May, highest count 250 on 17 April 1992.

S REEEEERRIA RS - 2 IR F - HFE9H 16 HES5H17H 2[4 -
R BRI ES19924E4 H 17 1 250 £ -

First winter period: recorded to 29 April, all records from the Deep Bay area, Long
Valley and Lantau, high count 21 at Long Valley on 21 January with 17 at Kam Tin on
5 January and eight at Pui O on 4 April.

Second winter period: recorded from 23 September from the same locations, peak
count 33 at Long Valley on 7 October, the lowest since The Avifauna, with 12 fly-over
migrants at MPNR also on 7 October and 12 at Pui O on 3 November.

Peak counts in recent years:

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013
64 70 41 96 58 70 35 39 80 71 50 33
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Buff-bellied Pipit Anthus rubescens i[5 I

Uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor to lowland wetland areas; extreme dates 18
October to 12 April, highest count 20.

T B EE BRI MRS - IR Ha R - - HFE10H18HE4H12H.2
[+ BRERIERES 20 £ -

First winter period: all records except one from Long Valley up to 17 February, high
count four. However, peak count nine at Chek Lap Kok on 25 February.

Second winter period: recorded from 24 October, all records from Deep Bay and Long
Valley with high counts six at MPNR on 19 November and 20 December, singles at
San Tin and LMC and three at Long Valley on 13 November.

Peak counts in recent years. The increase in observations in recent years probably
results partly from increased observer familiarity with identification criteria.

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

1 1 1 2 15 5 12 14 20 16 20 9

Upland Pipit Anthus sylvanus |1125 X

Uncommon but widespread resident in upland grassland; highest count 20 in late August
1983.

TS HEMTTRERS » HER O mH LRI 2 EC R 5 19834E8 H TN HIT 20 4

Only three reports, singles at Lantau Peak on 1 January and at Tai Mo Shan on 30 May
and 2 June.

This does not represent the true extent of this species (it has been recorded from most
of the high peaks of Hong Kong over the last five years) and observers who walk these
high hills are requested to submit all reports of this species.

Brambling Fringilla montifringilla ## X

Scarce passage migrant with one winter record; extreme dates 3 March to 28 April and 21
October to 29 November, highest count three on 28 October 2008.

PR HABEEIER » G — X FHIE - H 7 E3/3H F4/128H K10/ 28 H £11/29H
I R FS 2008510/ 28 HHT3% -

Spring: an exceptional spring. At least 15 birds recorded from 30 March to 18 April
as follows: on Po Toi from 30 March to 9 April, peak count seven on 2 April, a new
highest count (GW), at MPNR from 4 to 18 April, high count five and singles at Pak
Sha O and southwest Lantau on 7 April and at Cheung Chau on 13 April. Numbers
like these have never occurred before in spring (see Figure 30 below).
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Autumn: recorded from 23 October to 17 November: one at MPNR on 23 October,
up to two on Po Toi from 24 October to 17 November and singles at High Island
Reservoir, the HK Trail, Mount Davis and Tai O.

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Brambling with 2013 presented separately is given
as Figure 32, and shows how exceptional spring 2013 was.
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Figure 32. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Brambling Fringilla montifringilla #&¢

Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus Y5842 1

Scarce winter visitor and migrant to open-country areas; extreme dates 28 September to 3
May, highest count 33 on 13 January 1980.

FPHIRNEERIBIES - IR FRIRIREF - HFE9H28HESH3H ZIH » iREFIEE
19804171317 33 & -

Three at Wu Kau Tang on 25 January and singles at Ng Tung Chai on 28 January
and Po Toi on 14 April were the only records for the year. The second poor year in
succession for this species.

Chinese Grosbealk Eophona migratoria SRR X

Common winter visitor and scarce breeding species in recent years, in wooded, open-country
habitats; mostly present November to mid-April, highest count 130 on 30 December 1988.

IR NRE » TFEBRPHTEERE » IR IERGHARIGRRE » L8 e+ —HE
PIH a2 [ 7 Ef #1988 12 H 30 H I 130 £ -

First winter period: more widespread records than usual although in smaller
numbers, from Pak Nai, Tin Shui Wai, MPNR, Ho Sheung Heung, high count eight,
Ping Che, Ta Kwu Ling near Fanling, high count four, Shek Kong Airfield Road, Sai
Kung, high count at least six, Sha Lo Wan, Lantau and Cheung Chau, two there on 21
April.
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Breeding season: all records from May to September from the MPNR area, high count
two with one juvenile reported.

Second winter period: more widespread records again, from MPNR, Sha Ling, high
count 15, Ma Tso Lung, Sandy Ridge, peak count 40 on 11 December, Long Valley,
Sheung Shui, Ta Kwu Ling, high count 15, TPK Headland, Pak Sha O and Tai O, high
count eight.

Grey-capped Greenfinch Chloris sinica 3% 1

Scarce resident of open country and village edge; much reduced in numbers since 1970s but
with an increase in records in recent years; highest count since 1999, 30 on 17 October 2010.
PRI » H1970F (CELEA MG » (AT EFCER BTN - HIZ AR RS,
R+ 1999 BeaR FIRCERFF20109F10/7 17 I 30 £

The recent increase in the number of records continued although no breeding or
juveniles reported this year.

First winter period: recorded to 5 May from Long Valley, Fung Hang, Lai Chi Wo,
peak count 19 including one singing, Wu Kau Tang, Gold Coast, Tai Po Kau and Tsing
Yi.

Breeding season: one at Tsui Keng on 19 August.

Second winter period: recorded from 20 September from MPNR, Long Valley, Sandy
Ridge, Kuk Po, Lai Chi Wo and Po Toi, mostly singles except for 12 at Lai Chi Wo.

The number of locations from which this species has been recorded in recent years is
given below and shows the recent increase. Most high counts come from the northeast
NT where the species appears to be well established.

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013

5 2 4 0 5 1 3 8 7 7 10 11

Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus ¥ X

Scarce and irruptive winter visitor to woodland areas; extreme dates 26 October to 4 April,
highest count 60 on 28 November 1990.

D R G REBEBIEHT AR - HEREM - H 1026 HE4/74H.2 4] - &2 Efdik
F519904F11 H 28 HI1 60 £ -

First winter period: six at TPK Headland on 1 January. The large over-wintering flock
reported at Tai Po Kau in the 2012 HKBR was recorded again there from 23 January
to 14 February, high count 23, with a subsequent record of 40 at Pak Tin Kong on 17
February.

Second winter period: one on Po Toi from 27 to 29 October.
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Plate 55 Crested Bunting Emberiza lathami [F5H55
Long Valley, 15th January 2013 £3J5 201341 H15H
Andy Kwok i &

Crested Bunting Emberiza lathami JB\J3%; X

Once a common resident, now rare, with no records between 2000 and 2009.

55 RAHBTERG VIR S+ 20005E2009F A G 1TflfT# -

A male at Long Valley from 15 to 21 January with two there from 17 to 24 November.
This is the fourth successive year with records of this species.

Slaty Bunting Emberiza siemsseni 855 X

No records.

IRAFCER

A female at Tai Po Kau from 8 to 17 February (WST,GC,KPK). This is the first record
for Hong Kong.
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Tristram’s Bunting Emberiza tristrami )53 I

Uncommon winter visitor to woodland and shrubland areas; extreme dates 20 October to 1
Muy Highest count 21 on 22 January 1992.

P BHIEMRS » HERTEPR A S R3S+ H FF10H20H 2541 H.2[H » REidste
1992@“1;@225%21 o

First winter period: an exceptional period with widespread records up to 16 April
from Wu Kau Tang, Lau Shui Heung, Fung Yuen, Tai Tong, high count ten, Ho Pui,
Kap Lung, peak count 27 on 9 February (JAA), a new highest count, Shing Mun, Tai
Po Kau, high count ten, TPK Headland, Kam Shan CP, Wonderland Villas, high count
ten, Ma On Shan CP, Pak Tam Chung, Aberdeen CP, Black’s Link and Tai Tam CP
on HK Island, southwest and northeast Lantau, Cheung Chau, Po Toi and Tung Ping
Chau. Altogether these represent a total of at least 97 birds.

Second winter period: recorded from 25 October at Sha Lo Tung, Wu Kau Tang, Tai
Po Kau, Cheung Sheung, high count five, Mount Davis, The Peak and Po Toi.

Peak counts in recent winters:

01/02 | 02/03 | 03/04 | 04/05 | 05/06 | 06/07 | 07/08 | 08/09 | 09/10 | 10/11 | 11/12 | 12/13
10 6 4 3 5 6 4 2 12 5 8 27

The Weekly Occurrence Graph for Tristram’s Bunting is given as Figure 33. The
species has most records in mid-winter, a pattern which has not changed over many
years.
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Figure 33. Weekly Occurrence Graph - Tristram's Bunting Emberiza tristrami [ J& 55
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Chestnut-eared Bunting Emberiza fucata EH 1

Uncommon passage migrant, mainly in autumn, with some winter records, to grassland and
open country areas; extreme dates 6 October to 28 April, highest count 30 on 19 January 1967.

FHEFA 1 BB - B/\EXFR » e B R K FERE - H 7710
H6HF4/728H 2 [ + 5 E#I# 319671 H19HHT 30 £ -

Winter records have occurred for this species at Long Valley in each of the last four
winters.

First winter period: recorded at Long Valley to 10 April, peak count five on 23
January. Two at southwest Lantau on 7 April and singles at LMC on 9 April and Pak
Sha O on 13 April. One at MPNR from 10 to 12 May (JAA) is a new latest record.

Second winter period: recorded at Long Valley from 7 October to year end, high
count four on 27 October. Five trapped at MPNR between 1 and 19 November, singles
at Pak Sha O on 25 October, Mount Davis on 1 November, southwest Lantau on 17
November and Sandy Ridge on 20 November. One at Pak Sha O on 28 December.

Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla /3§ X

Common winter visitor and passage migrant in open country areas, especially inactive dry
agriculture; extreme dates 24 September to 26 May, highest count 150 on 15 December 1985.

B IAHIE BB ATASTEE S - HR R » LR RATERH - - HF79/H24
HE5H26H.CMH » BREFIE# 198541215 HHT 150 £ -

First winter period: recorded from 4 January to 6 May from the MPNR area, peak
count 11 at Mai Po San Tsuen on 16 April, Long Valley, high count ten on 29 April,
Wu Kau Tang, Shing Mun, Lam Tsuen, TPK Headland, Tan Shan valley, Pak Tam
Chung, Pak Sha O and Ho Man Tin. Recorded from islands from 31 March to 5 May,
at southwest Lantau, Pui O, Soko Islands, Cheung Chau, Po Toi, high count eight on
11 April and Tung Ping Chau.

Second winter period: recorded from 18 October, mostly at Long Valley, high count
ten on 4 November with nine on 23 December, also at Nim Wan, high count eight on
22 November, the MPNR area, Sha Lo Tung, Lam Tsuen, Sham Chung, Pak Sha O,
Mount Davis, Yi O, Tai O and Po Toi.

Yellow-browed Bunting Emberiza chrysophrys #5J5%; I

Scarce migrant to open-country areas; extreme dates 9 February to 1 May and 22 September to
28 December; highest count five on 15 November 1992.

FRDHTEGER - HIRTEGIRREF » H T 1E2H9H E5H1H K922 H F12/28 H.Z[H -
AR ECERFF19924F 11 H15HHY 5 % »

Another good year for this species, which has been more regularly recorded since
2007.
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First winter period: singles at Pak Sha O on 12 January (GJC) and MPNR on 14 and 15
January (KL,MDW) are the first January records. Then two at MPNR on 3 and 4 April,
two on Po Toi from 3 to 10 April and one at Long Valley on 7 April with the same or
another there on 1 May equaling the latest spring date.

Second winter period: two on Po Toi on 27 September with posiibly another there
on 29 October, one at Pak Sha O on 12 October, up to two at Long Valley from 1
November to 3 December and one at Tai O on 10 November.

Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica H# X

Rare winter visitor; extreme dates 3 November to 17 March.

FENTENRS - HFE11H3HE3H17H 2/ -

A female on Po Toi from 9 to 20 April (GW et al.), a new latest date. Another female at
Deep Water Bay Golf Club on 20 November (EMSK) and a male at Long Valley on 27
and 28 November (CFL,PWY).

Yellow-throated Bunting Emberiza elegans ¥ HEH; I

Rare passage migrant and winter visitor; extreme dates 7 November to 8 April, highest count
eight on 16 November 2009.

EILEEBRARE - HEILH7HE4HSH ] » &R iErl#F520094E11 716 HHIS
o

Three, an adult male and female and an immature male, on Po Toi from 1 to 3 April
(P&MW,GW). A first winter at Tai O on 23 November (EMSK).

Yellow-breasted Bunting Emberiza aureola #iffg¥# X EN

Common autumn passage migrant but with a recent decline in numbers, scarce in spring and
rare in winter, to open-country areas; extreme dates 28 August to 23 May, highest count since
1999, 150 on 10 October 2001.

AT FRE (S - (HUT KB R TE T HEIFRG D » XFHIFEE - HRTEHER
B> HFE8H28HE5H23H.2M4 » E1999FE 1R E#I##£520014E10/H10H KT 150 £ -

First winter period: one at Long Valley on 31 January. In spring, recorded from 14
April to 1 May in the MPNR and Long Valley areas, high count five at Ho Sheung
Heung.

Second winter period: recorded from 8 September with most records from the Long
Valley and MPNR areas, peak count 20 at Long Valley on 17 October and high count
six at MPNR on 6 November. Singles also recorded from Nim Wan, Lam Tsuen, Pak
Sha O and Tai O.
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Plate 56 Chestnut Bunting Emberiza rutila 555
Po Toi, 14th April 2013 {#i#5 201344 H14H
Lee Yat Ming Z=i%HH

Chestnut Bunting Emberiza rutila 5255 X

Uncommon passage migrant, mainly in autumn, with occasional winter records, to shrubland
areas; extreme dates 28 September to 16 May, highest count 200 on 6 November 2000.

FHERF T RS - HH XA R TR, - HT159/28H
FEH16H 2+ 5= EHIER 320004611 6 HHYT 200 £ -

First winter period: recorded from 4 April to 8 May with most records from Po Toi,
high count three on 17 April. Also recorded from MPNR, Ho Sheung Heung, high
count four on 22 April, southwest Lantau and Pui O, high count four on 17 April.

Second winter period: recorded from 3 October to 8 December from more widespread
locations, Sandy Ridge, Long Valley, Sha Lo Tung, peak count six on 25 November,
Lam Tsuen, Pak Sha O, Mount Davis, peak count six on 15 November, The Peak, Yi O
and Po Toi.
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Plate 57 Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala S8
Long Valley, 28th December 2013 &) 2013412 H28 H
John Yu #{HZ%

Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala I 1

Scarce autumn migrant and winter visitor to open-country habitats; extreme dates from 11
October to 14 February, highest count three.

T PHIKEEERTIZNES - HIREGIRFE » HFE10/711 A E2/714 127 » &5
AOERRS 3 42 -

First winter period: an adult male photographed at Ho Man Tin on 15 April (KL) is
the first spring record.

Second winter period: an immature at She Shan on 4 October (DAD,MH) is an
earliest record, and another at Long Valley on 9 and 10 October also exceeds the
previous earliest. Two winter plumage adults and an immature at Long Valley from 2
November to 3 December, and another winter plumage male at Long Valley from 21
December to year end; at least four different birds involved.
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Plate 58 Red-headed Bunting Emberiza bruniceps 5%
Long Valley, 13th January 2013 &) 201341 H13H
Herman Ip FEALYT

Red-headed Bunting Emberiza bruniceps 155 I

Four winter records; extreme dates 23 December to 10 January.

VIgAFRIEE - HFE12/H23HE1H10H -

At least two different birds, a female and an immature, at Long Valley from 16 January
to 1 February (AB,MC,MH et al.), a new latest date.

Japanese Yellow Bunting Emberiza sulphurata W% X VU

Scarce spring passage migrant with a few recent autumn records, to open-country areas;
extreme dates 27 March to 8 May and 30 October to 28 November, highest count 17 on 6 April
1996.

FE DB F GBS - T E RN FALR - HERTEFRFEF - H P 7E3H27HE5H8
HEI10H30HE11H28H.2 [ » 7 E## 51996 F4H6 HIFT 17 £ -

Spring: singles at Pui O on 4 April and at Cheung Chau on 10 April, two from the Mai
Po access road on 16 April and one at Lut Chau on 19 April.
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Black-faced Bunting Emberiza spodocephala JK5i#5 X

Common passage migrant and winter visitor to open-country areas; extreme dates 19
September to 3 June, highest count 200 on 24 March 1992.

AT EE BRIR MRS - HErEFRREF - HF7E9H19H £6 H3H.C[H] » #R= i
FREF19921F3 24 H 1 200 # -

First winter period: recorded up to 4 May with most records from MPNR, high
winter count seven and spring count 19 on 9 April, Long Valley, high winter count six
and spring count ten on 15 April, Lantau and Po Toi, peak count 22 on 4 April. Also
recorded from Kuk Po, Tai Lam CP, Shek Kong, Lam Tsuen, Ma On Shan, Sai Kung
and Tung Ping Chau, high count seven at Siu Lam on 7 January.

Second winter period: recorded from 18 October, mostly from MPNR and Long
Valley, high count ten on 25 November. Also recorded from Nim Wan, Sandy Ridge
with 11 on 20 November, northeast NT with six at Lai Chi Wo on 13 December, Lam
Tsuen, Yung Shue O, Pak Sha O, Mount Davis with eight on 15 November, and Lantau
with six at Yi O on 17 November.

Peak counts in recent winters. This species has suffered a decline from the large
numbers recorded in the 1990s and may be under-reported. Observers are encouraged
to submit more records so that the current status in Hong Kong can be clarified.

01/02 | 02/03 | 03/04 | 04/05 | 05/06 | 06/07 | 07/08 | 08/09 | 09/10 | 10/11 | 11/12 | 12/13
13 6 16 20 12 14 12 30 11 14 51 22
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CATEGORY III

Species for which all published HK records are considered likely to relate to birds that
have escaped or have been released from captivity.

Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus XII

Singles at MPNR on 8 May and at Pak Tin Kong and Kowloon Walled City Park on 23
November.

Lord Derby's Parakeet Psittacula derbiana III NT
(for native population)

Two, male and female, photographed at Tsing Yi Park on 1 November (AP). This is a
new addition to the Category III list.

Fischer’s Lovebird Agapornis fischeri III NT
(for native population)

One at LMC on 17 November (MRL).

Sun Parakeet Aratinga solstitialis JII EN (for native population)

One at TPK Headland on 24 March (R&KB).

Bearded Reedling Panurus biarmicus III

One at MPNR on 23 March (JAA) and another trapped there on 12 April
(JAA,PJL,DJSKL).

Mongolian Lark Melanocorypha mongolica 11X

Singles at Tai Sang Wai on 2 November (A&BL,CFL) and MPNR on 18 December (KL).

Lesser Necldaced Laughingthrush Garrulax monileger ITI

Singles at Tai Po Kau on 16 November (YML) and 3 December (KPK).

Common Hill Myna Gracula religiosa 111
One from the Mai Po access road on 29 December (DAD).

Javan Myna Acridotheres javanicus III

One photographed at Cyberport Waterfront Park on 26 February (CNM). This is a new
addition to the Category III list.

White-rumped Shama Copsychus malabaricus TXX

A male at TPK Headland from 10 September to 26 November (R&KB).
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Rufous-bellied Niltava Niltava sundara IXI

A female at Tai Po Kau from 7 to 13 January (NMC,KK) and a male at Lung Fu Shan
from 29 November to 1 December (HI).

White-tailed Robin Myiomela leucura IXI
A female at Tai Po Kau on 17 January (KPK).

White-capped Redstart Chaimarrornis leucocephalus 111

A male at Tsing Yi Park from 11 February to 13 April (SMC,AP), probably the same
bird as reported there in the 2012 HKBR.

Blue-winged Leafbird Chloropsis cochinchinensis 111

Singles at Tai Po Kau on 10 November (GH) and Lung Fu Shan on 27 November (HI).

Golden-fronted Leafbird Chloropsis aurifrons III

Singles at Tsing Yi Park from 20 March to 26 October (AP) and at Tai Po Kau from 19
to 26 October (KPK).

Russet Sparrow Passer rutilans 111

Singles at Ma Tso Lung on 14 December (YTC) and at Long Valley from 28 to 31
December (AC).

Yellow-crowned Bishop Euplectes afer 111
One at Fung Lok Wai on 17 October (YTC).

Red Avadavat Amandava amandava III

One at Long Valley on 31 October (KYS).

Yellow-fronted Canary Crithagra mozambica 111

Singles at Nam Sang Wai on 2 February, MPNR, on Po Toi on 13 April and from 19
to 29 September, at Tin Shui Wai on 20 October, two at Tai Sang Wai from 4 to 17
November and one at Tai O on 22 November.
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Systematic List Index

A

Aleutian Tern 121
Alexandrine Parakeet 147
Amur Falcon 144

Ancient Murrelet 126

Arctic Warbler 175

Ashy Drongo 154

Ashy Minivet 150

Asian Barred Owlet 134
Asian Brown Flycatcher 205
Asian Dowitcher 92

Asian House Martin 166
Asian Koel 131

Asian Paradise-Flycatcher 155
Asian Stubtail 172
Azure-winged Magpie 157

B

Baer's Pochard 40

Baikal Teal 39

Baillon's Crake 72

Barn Swallow 166

Bar-tailed Godwit 94

Bay Woodpecker 143

Besra 66

Bianchi's Warbler 180

Black Baza 63

Black Bittern 49

Black-browed Reed Warbler 182
Black Bulbul 165
Black-capped Kingfisher 140
Black-collared Starling 195
Black-crowned Night Heron 50
Black Drongo 154

Black-faced Bunting 239
Black-faced Spoonbill 46
Black-headed Bunting 237

Black-headed Gull 115

Black Kite 68

Black-legged Kittiwake 114
Black-naped Monarch 155
Black-naped Oriole 153
Black-naped Tern 123

Black Stork 45

Black-tailed Godwit 93
Black-tailed Gull 116
Black-throated Laughingthrush 189
Black-throated Tit 172
Black-winged Cuckooshrike 149
Black-winged Kite 61
Black-winged Stilt 78
Blue-and-white Flycatcher 208
Blue Rock Thrush 218
Blue-tailed Bee-eater 142
Bluethroat 212

Blue Whistling Thrush 213
Blue-winged Minla 190
Blunt-winged Warbler 183
Blyth's Pipit 227

Bonelli's Eagle 64

Booby sp. 60

Brambling 229

Bridled Tern 122

Broad-billed Sandpiper 111
Brown-breasted Flycatcher 205
Brown Bush Warbler 184
Brown-chested Jungle Flycatcher 206
Brown Fish Owl 134
Brown-flanked Bush Warbler 172
Brown-headed Gull 115
Brown-headed Thrush 202
Brown Shrike 152

Brown Wood Owl 134
Buff-bellied Pipit 229
Bull-headed Shrike 151
Button-quail sp. 78
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C

Caspian Gull 117

Caspian Tern 119
Chestnut-bellied Rock Thrush 219
Chestnut Bulbul 164

Chestnut Bunting 236
Chestnut-cheeked Starling 195
Chestnut-collared Yuhina 191
Chestnut-crowned Warbler 182
Chestnut-eared Bunting 234
Chestnut-flanked White-eye 192
Chestnut-tailed Starling 196
Chestnut-winged Cuckoo 129
Chinese Bulbul 164

Chinese Francolin 43

Chinese Grassbird 188
Chinese Grosbeak 230
Chinese Hwamei 189

Chinese Penduline Tit 162
Chinese Pond Heron 52
Chinese Sparrowhawk 65
Chinese Spot-billed Duck 36
Cinereous Tit 162

Cinnamon Bittern 49

Citrine Wagtail 224

Collared Crow 158

Collared Scops Owl 133
Common Blackbird 201
Common Greenshank 100
Common Kestrel 143
Common Kingfisher 141
Common Moorhen 76
Common Myna 193

Common Pochard 40
Common Redshank 99
Common Rosefinch 230
Common Sandpiper 103
Common Shelduck 32

Common Snipe 91

Common Starling 196
Common Tailorbird 187
Common Tern 124

Cotton Pygmy-goose 33
Crested Bunting 232
Crested Goshawk 65
Crested Honey Buzzard 62
Crested Myna 193

Crested Serpent Eagle 63
Curlew Sandpiper 109

D

Dalmatian Pelican 59
Dark-sided Flycatcher 204
Daurian Redstart 217
Daurian Starling 195
Domestic Pigeon 126
Dunlin 110

Dusky Thrush 202
Dusky Warbler 173

E

Eastern Buzzard 69

Eastern Cattle Egret 54
Eastern Crowned Warbler 179
Eastern Imperial Eagle 64
Eastern Marsh Harrier 67
Eastern Water Rail 71
Eastern Yellow Wagtail 223
Eurasian Bittern 47
Eurasian Collared Dove 127
Eurasian Coot 76

Eurasian Curlew 96
Eurasian Eagle Owl 134
Eurasian Hobby 146
Eurasian Hoopoe 142
Eurasian Jay 157

Eurasian Magpie 158

Eurasian Oystercatcher 78
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Eurasian Siskin 231
Eurasian Skylark 163
Eurasian Sparrowhawk 67
Eurasian Spoonbill 46
Eurasian Teal 39

Eurasian Tree Sparrow 222
Eurasian Wigeon 35
Eurasian Woodcock 89
Eurasian Wryneck 143
Eyebrowed Thrush 201

F

Fairy Pitta 148

Falcated Duck 35

Far Eastern Curlew 98
Female-type Narcissus Flycatcher 214
Ferruginous Duck 41
Ferruginous Flycatcher 205
Fire-breasted Flowerpecker 221
Forest Wagtail 223

Fork-tailed Drongo Cuckoo 131
Fork-tailed Sunbird 222

Fujian Niltava 208

G

Gadwall 34

Garganey 39
Golden-headed Cisticola 186
Goodson's Leaf Warbler 179
Great Cormorant 60
Great Crested Grebe
Great Egret 56
Greater Coucal 129
Greater Crested Tern 120

Greater Necklaced Laughingthrush 189
Greater Painted-snipe 88

Greater Sand Plover 86

45

Greater Scaup 42
Greater Spotted Eagle 64

Great Knot 105

Green-backed Flycatcher Ficedula
narcissina owstoni 214

Green Sandpiper 101
Grey-backed Thrush 199
Grey Bush Chat 220
Grey-capped Greenfinch 231
Grey-chinned Minivet 151
Grey-faced Buzzard 69
Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher 159
Grey-headed Lapwing 81
Grey Heron 55

Grey Nightjar 135

Grey Plover 83
Grey-streaked Flycatcher 204
Grey-tailed Tattler 102

Grey Treepie 157

Grey Wagtail 225

Gull-billed Tern 118

H

Hainan Blue Flycatcher 206
Hair-crested Drongo 154
Heuglin's Gull 118

Hill Blue Flycatcher 206
Himalayan Swiftlet 136
Hodgson's Hawk Cuckoo 132
House Crow 158

House Swift 138

Huet's Fulvetta 188

I

Indian Cuckoo 132
Indian Spot-billed Duck 36
Intermediate Egret 57

J

Jaeger sp. 126
Japanese Bush Warbler 170

-258 -



Hong Kong Bird Report 2013: Systematic List Index

Japanese Leaf Warbler 175
Japanese Paradise-Flycatcher 156
Japanese Quail 43

Japanese Robin 210

Japanese Sparrowhawk 66
Japanese Thrush 200

Japanese Tit 162

Japanese Waxwing 159

Japanese White-eye 193
Japanese Yellow Bunting 238

K

Kentish Plover 84

L

Lanceolated Warbler 185
Large-billed Crow 159
Large Hawk Cuckoo 131
Lesser Coucal 129
Lesser Frigatebird 59
Lesser Sand Plover 85
Lesser Shortwing 209
Little Bunting 234

Little Curlew 95

Little Egret 57

Little Grebe 44

Little Ringed Plover 83
Little Stint 107

Little Tern 121
Long-billed Dowitcher 91
Long-tailed Jaeger 125
Long-tailed Shrike 153
Long-toed Stint 107

M

Malayan Night Heron 50
Mallard 36

Manchurian Bush Warbler 170
Manchurian Reed Warbler 183

Marsh Sandpiper 99
Martens's Warbler 180
Masked Laughingthrush 189
Mew Gull 116

Mountain Bulbul 164
Mountain Tailorbird 169
Mrs. Gould's Sunbird 221
Mugimaki Flycatcher 214

N

Narcissus Flycatcher 213
Nordmann's Greenshank 100
Northern Boobook 135
Northern Goshawk 67
Northern Lapwing 80
Northern Pintail 38
Northern Shoveler 37

O

Olive-backed Pipit 227
Orange-bellied Leafbird 221
Orange-headed Thrush 198
Oriental Cuckoo 133
Oriental Dollarbird 138
Oriental Magpie Robin 203
Oriental Plover 88
Oriental Pratincole 113
Oriental Reed Warbler 182
Oriental Scops Owl 133
Oriental Stork 45

Oriental Turtle Dove 126

P

Pacific Golden Plover 82
Pacific Reef Heron 58

Pacific Swift 137

Pale-legged Leaf Warbler 178
Pale Martin 166

Pale Thrush 202
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Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler 185

Pallas's Leaf Warbler 174
Parasitic Jaeger 125
Pechora Pipit 227
Pectoral Sandpiper 108
Peregrine Falcon 147
Pheasant-tailed Jacana 88
Pied Avocet 79

Pied Harrier 68

Pied Kingfisher 141

Pied Wheatear 220
Pintail Snipe 90

Plain Prinia 187
Plaintive Cuckoo 131
Plumbeous Water Redstart 217
Purple Heron 55

Purple Swamphen 75
Pygmy Wren-babbler 168

R

Radde's Warbler 174
Red-backed Shrike 152
Red-billed Blue Magpie 157
Red-billed Leiothrix 190
Red-billed Starling 194
Red-breasted Flycatcher 216
Red-breasted Merganser 42
Red-flanked Bluetail 212
Red-headed Bunting 238
Red Knot 105

Red-necked Phalarope 113
Red-necked Stint 106
Red-rumped Swallow 167
Red-throated Flycatcher 216
Red-throated Pipit 228

Red Turtle Dove 127
Red-whiskered Bulbul 163
Richard's Pipit 226

Roseate Tern 123

Rose-ringed Parakeet 147
Rosy Starling 196
Ruddy-breasted Crake 73
Ruddy Shelduck 32
Ruddy Turnstone 104

Ruff 112

Rufous-capped Babbler 188
Rufous-tailed Robin 210
Russet Bush Warbler 184
Rustic Bunting 235

S

Sakhalin Leaf Warbler 178
Sanderling 106

Saunders's Gull 115

Savanna Nightjar 135
Scaly-breasted Munia 222
Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker 221
Scarlet Minivet 151

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 108
Short-tailed Shearwater 44
Siberian Blue Robin 209

Siberian Rubythroat 212
Siberian Thrush 198
Silver-backed Needletail 137
Silver-eared Mesia 190
Slaty-backed Flycatcher 215
Slaty-backed Gull 117
Slaty-breasted Rail 71

Slaty Bunting 232

Slaty-legged Crake 70

Small Niltava 208

Sooty-headed Bulbul 164
Speckled Piculet 143

Spectacled Warbler sp. Seicercus sp. 181
Spoon-billed Sandpiper 110
Spotted Redshank 98

Stejneger's Stonechat 219
Streak-breasted Scimitar Babbler 187
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Streaked Shearwater 43

Striated Heron 52

Styan's Grasshopper Warbler 185
Sulphur-breasted Warbler 180
Swinhoe's Egret 58

Swinhoe's Minivet 149
Swinhoe's Snipe 90

T

Temminck's Stint 107

Terek Sandpiper 103
Thick-billed Green Pigeon 128
Thick-billed Warbler 183
Tristram's Bunting 233

Tufted Duck 41

Tundra Bean Goose 32
Two-barred Warbler 177

U
Upland Pipit 229

\Y

Varied Tit 161

Vega Gull 117

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch 193
Verditer Flycatcher 208
Vinous-throated Parrotbill 191
Von Schrenck's Bittern 48

A%

Watercock 74

Western Osprey 61

Whimbrel 96

Whiskered Tern 124

Whistling Green Pigeon 129
White-bellied Erpornis 153
White-bellied Green Pigeon 128
White-bellied Sea Eagle 68

White-breasted Waterhen 72
White-browed Laughingthrush 190
White-cheeked Starling 194
White-rumped Munia 222
White-shouldered Starling 195
White-spectacled Warbler 180
White's Thrush 198
White-throated Kingfisher 139
White-throated Needletail 137
White-throated Rock Thrush 219
White Wagtail 225
White-winged Tern 125

Wood Sandpiper 102

Y

Yellow-bellied Prinia 187
Yellow-bellied Tit 159

Yellow Bittern 48
Yellow-breasted Bunting 235
Yellow-browed Bunting 234
Yellow-browed Warbler 174
Yellow-cheeked Tit 162
Yellow-crested Cockatoo 147
Yellow-legged Button-quail 77
Yellow-rumped Flycatcher 213
Yellow-throated Bunting 235

Z

Zitting Cisticola 186
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Index to Weekly Occurrence Graphs

HKBR HKBR HKBR
2011 2012 2013

A

Aleutian Tern 102

Amur Falcon 58

Ancient Murrelet 107

Arctic Warbler 176
Asian Brown Flycatcher 180

Asian House Martin 167
Asian Paradise-Flycatcher 132

B

Baillon's Crake 72
Black Baza 63
Black Bulbul 165
Black-headed Bunting 204
Black-legged Kittiwake 114
Black-naped Oriole 130
Black-winged Cuckooshrike 125
Black-winged Kite 62
Blue-and-white Flycatcher 185
Brambling 230

C

Chestnut-cheeked Starling 146
Chestnut-collared Yuhina 192
Chestnut-eared Bunting 200
Chestnut-flanked White-eye 192
Citrine Wagtail 170

Common Kestrel 144
Common Rosefinch 196
Common Starling 167

Crested Honey Buzzard 62

D

Dark-sided Flycatcher 179
Daurian Starling 146

Dusky Thrush 172

E

Eastern Crowned Warbler 150

Eastern Water Rail 71
Eurasian Hobby 59
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HKBR HKBR HKBR
2011 2012 2013
Eurasian Siskin 176
Eurasian Skylark 120 163
Eurasian Sparrowhawk 55

F

Fairy Pitta 149
Ferruginous Flycatcher 181

Fujian Niltava 165

G

Golden-headed Cisticola 137

Goodson's Leaf Warbler 151

Greater Crested Tern 120
Grey Nightjar 117
Grey-capped Greenfinch 198
Grey-streaked Flycatcher 178

H

Himalayan Swiftlet 136
Hodgson's Hawk Cuckoo 132

J

Japanese Bush Warbler 171
Japanese Grosbeak 178

Japanese Paradise-Flycatcher 133
Japanese Quail 35
Japanese Robin 211
Japanese Yellow Bunting 205

L

Lesser Frigatebird 60
Long-billed Dowitcher 69

M

Malayan Night Heron 51
Manchurian Reed Warbler 134

Mountain Bulbul 122

Mountain Tailorbird 169
Mugimaki Flycatcher 184

N

Narcissus Flycatcher 182
Northern Boobook 117
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HKBR HKBR HKBR
2011 2012 2013

O

Oriental Cuckoo 114
Oriental Dollarbird 120
Oriental Scops Owl 115

P

Pale Martin 139
Pechora Pipit 173

Pied Harrier 52
Plaintive Cuckoo 111

R

Radde's Warbler 146
Red-breasted Flycatcher 216
Red-rumped Swallow 141
Ruddy-breasted Crake 74
Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher 162

S

Savanna Nightjar 136
Short-tailed Shearwater 46

Siberian Blue Robin 210
Small Niltava 165

Spoon-billed Sandpiper 111
Swinhoe's Egret 58
Swinhoe's Minivet 150

T

Thick-billed Warbler 184
Tristram's Bunting 233
Two-barred Warbler 177

W

Watercock 74
White-shouldered Starling 166

Y

Yellow Bittern 51
Yellow-breasted Bunting 203
Yellow-browed Bunting 202
Yellow-rumped Flycatcher 182
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Whistling Green Pigeon Treron formosae of
Ryukyu Islands ssp. permagnus /medioximus
on Po Toi Island

The first Hong Kong record

Geoff Welch
23A Block 25, South Horizons,
Ap Lei Chau

Six photographers and four regular birders were on the Po Toi Ferry on the morning
of Tuesday 27t November 2012. A cold front had passed through Hong Kong on the
previous day (Figure 1) and it was cold and wet. The photographers were targeting
the Vivid Niltava Niltava vivida and Hill Blue Flycatcher Cyornis banyumas that had
been seen the previous weekend. As the ferry arrived, we split up as usual with the
photographers heading for the sisters” café and the birdwatchers going their own way.
Fortunately, the rain held off for most of the next three hours.

It was obvious that a good fall of thrushes had occurred the previous night. In fact,
birds were to be seen everywhere so it was 1.15pm before I climbed the steps to the
sisters’ café. At the top, I could see the assembled group of photographers, including
Daniel Yau and Paul Kam. They were all excited at having had spectacular close
views of the Vivid Niltava. After making suitable ‘ahh’ and ‘ooh” noises at their
photos, I finally asked whether they had seen anything else. Daniel replied - ‘well,
we had this greenish-looking pigeon when we first arrived’. Common Emerald Dove
Chalcophaps indicus 1 thought, good record, so I asked to see any photos. After a long
wait stumbling through hundreds of Vivid Niltavas, they eventually found one of the
‘greenish-looking’ pigeon - a perfect photo of a real green pigeon! (Plate 59).

After looking at this and a few others on the small screen, I assumed it was a White-
bellied Green Pigeon Treron sieboldii. Definitely a first record for Po Toi, probably a
fourth or fifth record for Hong Kong. It was first found in the tree beside the football
field. This is the first large tree for any migrant arriving at the South Peninsular
making its way towards the main Po Toi area and I have often found newly arrived
migrants sitting there having a rest before moving on. Later it had flown off towards
the central area.

By this time it was only 20 minutes before the ferry departure so we made our way
down the concrete steps. By luck, everyone from the ferry was assembled together.
As we reached the bottom of the steps, Paul said - ‘it’s there - in the tree’. And it was,
sitting hunched up in the bare tree at the bottom of the steps.

We all managed good views and a dozen or so photos (Plate 60) before it took off and
flew across to the trees just below the school. I remained on the islands but it was time
for the others to run for the ferry, and for the rain to start again and not stop for the
next 24 hours.
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Plate 59 Whistling Green Pigeon of Ryukyi Islands ssp. Treron formosae permagnus/medioximus
RLTEARRNS BRBRAE S R R
Po Toi 27th November 2012 i3 2012/F1127H
Paul Kam H 7k %

- 3
3

Plate 60 Whistling Green Pigeon of Ryukyi Islands ssp. Treron formosae permagnus/medioximus
FLTEAR NS BRI i
Po Toi 27th November 2012 & 2012411 H27H
Paul Kam H 7k %
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I remained on Po Toi, while the photographs of this bird were posted to the HKBWS
website on the Tuesday evening and quickly identified by others, including Koel
Ko, as a Whistling Green Pigeon Treron formosae, based on the long undertail coverts
and underbelly pattern. Moreover, the large size of the bird and the narrowness of
the white markings on the undertail coverts indicated this bird belonged to one of
the Ryukyu Islands subspecies, treated as a separate species Ryukyu Green Pigeon
T. permagnus in Birds of East Asia (Brazil 2009). Similar birds had been recorded at
Chigu, Tainan and also Matsu just off the coast of Fujian in the previous days. I have
often seen racing pigeons from Taiwan on Po Toi so the journey from East China Sea
islands to Po Toi is not difficult for a pigeon.

I did not see this bird again during the week, but on the following Wednesday
I spotted a large pigeon flying from the direction of the restaurant while having
lunch. It passed over and to the side of my house, then up and over the ridge off in
the direction of Lamma Island. I am fairly sure this was the Whistling Green Pigeon
leaving Po Toi.

My thanks to photographers Daniel Yau and Paul Kam for allowing us to use
their excellent photographs of this bird and to Koel Ko for providing the initial
identification and details of the birds on Taiwan.

Records Committee Comment

Initial assessment of this record concluded that, based on available photographs of the two
species, it was not possible to say whether the species involved was Whistling or Wedge-
tailed Green Pigeon T. sphenura. Due to the admirable persistence of the author and as a
result of further deliberation, the RC concluded that although the tail shape appeared variable
within photographs of the same species and subspecies, the under-tail covert pattern of narrow
white outer and broader dark inner was consistent in photographs of the two Ryukyu ssp
of Whistling, medioximus and permagnus, and distinctly different to that shown by all
photographs of Whistling of the Taiwan and Philippine ssp formosae and filipinus and
Wedge-tailed, which had a broader white outer and narrower dark inner under-tail covert
pattern. It thus appeared that this feature could be considered diagnostic, and as the Po Toi bird
clearly showed a narrow white outer/broad dark inner under-tail covert pattern in all photos,
together with other features indicative of Whistling rather than Wedge-tailed Green Pigeon,
the Po Toi bird could be accepted as a first record of Whistling Green Pigeon medioximus
or permagnus. Whistling Green Pigeon may be split by 10C in the near future, and some
decision may then be needed on allocating this record within any new taxonomy.
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Figure 1. Weather Map for Monday 26t November 2012 (HKO)
20126F11H26 HAGRME (R - FHERLE)

Figure 2. Backwards Trajectory Map for Monday 26" November 2012 (HKO)
2012F11 H26 HZ I —1) T BUEFERRE 1 (ZRERE - BRE)

H 22711 8 2. m.
[ 24711 8 a.m.
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Martens's Warbler Seicercus omeiensis
at Pak Sha O, Sai Kung

The first Hong Kong record

Geoff . Carey
¢/o AEC Ltd, 127 Commercial Centre, Palm Springs, Yuen Long, Hong Kong

On 5 January 2013, while carrying out a regular survey of the woodland at Pak Sha
O, an enclave in Sai Kung West Country Park, I saw a spectacled warbler Seicercus sp.
The views were brief at a range of approximately 25m, and I did not see it sufficiently
well to say which species it was. During my next survey on 11 January I saw it again,
though this time slightly better; more importantly, I was able to record its call, which
did not match my experience of Bianchi’s S. valentini or White-spectacled Warbler
S. affinis. In delivery it resembled the frequent but somewhat irregular utterances of
Dusky Warbler Phylloscopus fuscatus, and was not dissimilar in quality though it was
significantly higher-pitched.

Knowing that I might have something even more interesting than originally thought
and seeing that it was on winter territory, I made more frequent searches for it in
the ensuing days. On the 13th I was able to photograph it, though rather poorly. The
images were, however, able to confirm that there was no break in the orbital ring
above the eye (thus ruling out White-spectacled Warbler). I released the news via
the HKBWS website, and further and better photographs were obtained by others
subsequently (Plate 61).

The bird was elusive, and sometimes did not show for a number of hours; given how
vocal it was (it was generally by its call that I knew it was present), it would appear
this was a genuine absence from the area near the path from which it could be seen.
I primarily saw it at about 3-8m above the ground in a slightly more open area in the
forest that had a light to moderate, and thus still fairly sparse, understorey. However,
it was also seen by other observers in the canopy of the more mature woodland on the
other side of the path. The last date on which I recorded it was 26th February.

In terms of plumage, as noted above, White-spectacled Warbler could be ruled out
by the lack of a break in the orbital ring above the eye, while the obvious grey to
the lower border of the lateral crown stripes ruled out Plain-tailed Warbler S. soror.
Grey-crowned Warbler S. tephrocephalus would appear to be ruled out by the lack
of a narrow break in the orbital ring at the rear of the eye. This only left Martens’s
Warbler S. omeiensis; however, given the variability in plumage of this species, in
which the underparts are often dull yellow but sometimes very bright, and the wing
bar is usually lacking but can rarely be faint or distinct, it did not appear possible to
be certain of the identification without reference to its voice. Fortunately, typical call
vocalisations appear to be distinct across the taxa relevant to the south China region.
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Figure 1 provides sonagrams of the typical calls of omeiensis, tephrocephalus, affinis,
valentini and soror, in addition to the Pak Sha O bird. The match with omeiensis from
Emei Shan is clear. Of the remaining taxa, that which is most similar is tephrocephalus,
but the latter covers a narrower frequency range and is deeper in pitch (this is clearly
audible in the field); it should be noted that although Figure 1 indicates a double-note
call, single notes are also uttered. The remaining taxa are obviously different, with
soror notably so due to its higher pitch.

Plate 61 Martens's Warbler Seicercus omeiensis IIEASE
Pak Sha O, Sai Kung 19th January 201374 & (79201351 H19H
Peter and Michelle Wong & i 7152
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Figure 1. Sonagrams of typical calls of Seicercus taxa occurring in south China in the non-breeding
season (all recorded by GJC, apart from omeiensis at Emei Shan and soror in Shaanxi by
Paul Holt).
TG AL R IR AR Seicercus 43 SRRFHIIBIE B (Iolel LIFr oI
omeiensis FISKPYHIAT L FEAE soror HI Paul Holt FUSk » ELEREH B AT TRLE)

The identification of Seicercus warblers in the non-breeding season when they are not
in song remains problematic, as the currently known plumage characteristics that
are used to distinguish the species are somewhat variable and usually require careful
observation of the kind unlikely to be achieved in brief views. Fortunately, however,
the vocalisations are distinct, and typical call utterances appear to be diagnostic, as
illustrated in Figure 1.

Acknowledgements

I am grateful to Paul Holt for providing various Seicercus recordings and confirming
my initial identification.

Records Committee Comment

Given the broad and overlapping distribution of Seicercus warblers across central and south
China in the breeding season and previous records of all but omeiensis in Hong Kong, the
occurrence of Martens’s Warbler is not surprising. Indeed, a further record of the species
occurred at Aberdeen CP on 22 January 2013, while what was very likely the same individual
bird was at Pak Sha O the following winter on 28 December 2013.
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Japanese Tit Parus minor
at Hong Kong Wetland Park

The first Hong Kong record

Chung Wing Kin
¢/o HKBWS, 7C, V Ga Building, 532 Castle Peak Road, Lai Chi Kok, Kowloon, Hong Kong

On 15th January 2013, 1 was in Hong Kong Wetland Park bird watching and taking
photographs. At about 4p.m., after I had left the mudflat bird hide via the stone
bridge, I heard the continuous and loud calls of two birds I thought to be Cinereous
Tits Parus cinereus coming from the low shrub at the right hand side of the footpath
about 15m away from me. At first I had no intention of taking photographs of this
common species but they allowed such close approach that I did, over a three minute
period before they eventually moved on.

I had no idea they were anything other than ordinary Cinereous Tits although I did
notice that one had a green back and the other the normal grey back. On 17th January,
I posted the photographs on Facebook. My son Chung Yun Tak saw the photographs
and asked if I had any better ones as he thought the one with green back could be a
different species. I answered “yes”, but forgot to follow up. On 5% May 2013, my son
asked again about the green-mantled tit which he thought was possibly a Japanese Tit
Parus minor and asked me to post it on HKBWS discussion forum, which I did shortly
afterwards (Plate 62). Ilater received a request from HKBWS Records Committee and
I sent in all six photographs I had retained.

On 26th August 2013, I received confirmation from the Records Committee that one of
the birds I had photographed was a Japanese Tit, a first record for Hong Kong.

I 'am delighted to have the first record of Japanese Tit in Hong Kong. I would like to
thank the HKBWS Records Committee and particularly my son, Chung Yun Tak for
correctly identifying the bird and persisting in reminding me to post the photographs
on the website. This record is a reminder to all that even the most amateur
photographer in Hong Kong is able to achieve a first record.

Records Committee Comment

Following the posting of the first set of six photographs of this bird by Chung Wing Kin on
7th May 2013, the Records Committee requested further photographs. Esther Chau responded
immediately with another 30 shots of the same bird taken at Wetland Park on 29" January
2013, two weeks after the original set (Plate 63). This enabled a detailed examination, as many
of the photographs were taken at very close range, and our thanks go to both Chung Wing Kin
and Esther Chau, without whose initiative and co-operation this bird would undoubtedly have
gone undetected.

After review of the photographs, it was unanimously agreed that the identification as Japanese

Tit was correct and that there was no indication the bird was a hybrid. It was therefore accepted
on to the HK List in Cat I.
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In contrast to its treatment by 10C, the commonly-occurring taxon in HK, commixtus, is
included under cinereus rather than minor in the HK List. Our examination of the type
specimen of commixtus at the British Museum, Tring revealed it has a pure grey mantle,
indicating it is best placed within cinereus. As a result, this is the first record of minor in HK.

Plate 62.

Japanese Tit

Parus minor

LA

HK Wetland Park

15th January 2013
R AR

201341 H15H

Chung Wing Kin §/K#Z

Plate 63.

Japanese Tit

Parus minor

HR L

HK Wetland Park
29th January 2013
FEiEEHAR
2013415290
Esther Chau [# 7541
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Slaty Bunting Emberiza siemsseni

at Tai Po Kau Nature Reserve

The first Hong Kong record

Wing W.S.Tang
Biodiversity Conservation Division, AFCD, Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices,
303 Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong

Gary K.L. Chow
¢/o HKBWS, 7C, V Ga Building, 532 Castle Peak Road, Lai Chi Kok, Kowloon, Hong Kong

In the afternoon of 8 February 2013, I (Wing Tang) was bird watching at Tai Po Kau
Nature Reserve with T.H. Fung. It was a misty and cold day following an intense
surge of the northeast monsoon in the early morning. At around 3:30 pm I heard a
bunting calling in a bamboo thicket close to the U-turn of the Blue Trail. I assumed it
to be a Tristam’s Bunting Emberiza tristrami, a common species in the Nature Reserve.
The bird flew out to the centre of the path; through binoculars it did not look like
Tristam’s Bunting at all. It was small, about 12cm, and the overall plumage was dull
brown with a contrasting white belly and outer tail feathers. The bird was quite shy
and kept moving away while foraging actively on the footpath. It slowly hopped to
the slope near the bamboo thicket and disappeared in the thicket again. I observed it
for more than two minutes and took several photographs, one of which is shown here
(Plate 64).

The photographs show the bird was a dull rufous brown colour on the head, mantle
and upper breast. The wings and tail were grayish-brown, the lower belly was off-
white and the mantle had faint black stripes. Unlike other buntings in Hong Kong, the
bird showed a noticeably down-curved upper mandible.

I realized this combination of color and jizz was strange for a local bunting and sent
the photos to several friends. Mr. Cheung Mok Jose Alberto suggested it was a female
Slaty Bunting E. siemsseni. Knowing it could be a first record for Hong Kong, Gary
Chow and I reported it to the hotline and posted the photographs on the HKBWS
forum. The bird was not seen again on 9 February 2013, despite the presence of many
birdwatchers. Gary Chow and I visited the site again on 10 February 2013 and the bird
was seen at 17:30 and on the Red Trail, about 400 m away from the first site. It was
actively feeding on the ground and gave a typical bunting call “tzip” occasionally.
More photos were taken, one of which is shown here (Plate 65). It was last seen on 17
February.

Identification

Slaty Bunting is small bunting with body length of 12-13 cm. Both male and female
are distinctive. The female has a dark brown breast, wings, flanks and tail with rufous
brown forehead, crown, nape and breast and paler ear coverts. The mantle is
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L - .
Plate 64 Slaty Bunting Emberiza siemsseni E:55

Tai Po Kau. 8th February 2013 AHfii 201342 H8 H
Wing Tang #liaki¢

Plate 65 Slaty Bunting Emberiza siemsseni B85 ‘
Tai Po Kau. 10t February 2013 A% 201342 H10H
Gary Chow JAZ Y

-287 -



Hong Kong Bird Report 2013: Slaty Bunting First Record

Figure 1. Weather Chart for 8t February 2013. HKO .
BaR 1. 2013528 HKARE Al ASA.

streaked and the outer tail feathers are white (Brazil 2009; del Hoyo et al. 2011). Both
sexes have a small dark grey bill, black eyes and pink legs.

Distribution and habits

Slaty Bunting is an endemic species to China. It breeds in subtropical secondary forests
in the mountains of Central China in south Gansu and south Shaanxi, south to west
Sichuan, mainly between 1500m and 2100m. It prefers bamboo thickets in the vicinity
of secondary forest (Brazil 2009, del Hoyo et al. 2011). The species is an altitudinal
migrant and spends the winter at lower elevations between 500m and 1700m in South
China, including Sichuan, west Hubei, Anhui, Yunnan, Guizhou, Zhejiang, Fujian
and northern Guangdong (del Hoyo et al. 2011, Viney et al. 2003). Outside of mainland
China, there is only one unconfirmed record from Penghu Island, Taiwan (Brazil
2009). This finding represents the southernmost record of this species. There have been
two records in Guangdong, the first record at Fengwan (Mell 1922, Gee et al. 1926-
27, and Cheng 1987) probably in 1916 and the second record at Che Ba Ling in 1996
(Lewthwaite 1996).

The occurrence of the Slaty Bunting in Hong Kong may be related to the strong
northeast monsoon as a cold front over southern China moved across the coastal areas
of Guangdong on 8 February 2013 (Figure 1).
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Conservation Status

Despite the restricted distribution, Slaty Bunting is not considered as globally
threatened. The wild population in China was estimated at up to 10,000 breeding pairs
(Brazil 2009). The future population is expected to be stable due to the lack of evidence
of decline or threats. For these reasons, it is classified as ‘Least Concern’ (BirdLife
International 2014).
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species, and Richard Lewthwaite for sharing the information regarding the species’
distribution and history.

Record Committee Comment

Although distributed quite widely through central and southern China, the fact it appears to be
largely an altitudinal migrant means that Slaty Bunting is likely to remain very rare in HK;
nevertheless, it was an expected addition to the HK List. The mature forest of Tai Po Kau is
certainly one of the more likely places for one to occur, and the number of birdwatchers visiting
the site increased the chances of one being found there first.
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Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio
at Mai Po Nature Reserve

The first Hong Kong record accepted as Category I

John A Allcock
¢/o HKBWS, 7C, V Ga Building, 532 Castle Peak Road, Lai Chi Kok, Kowloon, Hong Kong

On 31 March 2013, after several days of heavy rain and stormy weather, I was ringing
in the reedbed of Gei wai #8b at Mai Po NR. At around 06:45 I noticed a dark bird
flying directly towards me across Gei wai #10. My first impression, based on the flight
style and what I could tell of the structure, was that this was a species of rail (Rallidae),
perhaps a Eurasian Coot Fulica atra, but the bird appeared to be much too large, and
seemed larger than any of the rail species regularly occurring at Mai Po in winter.

While I was still wondering about its identity, the bird turned through 90° to fly
across directly in front of me. This revealed that the body was a bright purple-blue
colour, and that the bird had a very large and heavy red bill, allowing identification
immediately as a Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio. The bird landed at the edge
of the reedbed in Gei wai #8b, and I was able to obtain views for several minutes from
a distance of around 20m before it again flew low across the reedbed, dropping down
out of sight. Unfortunately I had left my camera in the car, and so I was not able to
obtain photographs. Despite putting the news out to encourage others to look for the
bird, it was not seen again.

The bird had a bulky body, and in flight seemed relatively long-winged relative
to other rails in Hong Kong. The underparts and neck were blue-purple in colour,
whereas the upperparts and wings were green-blue. The undertail coverts were clean
white. The head was pale grey, contrasting with the blue body and neck; the plumage
was whiter around the eye and close to the ‘shield’. The bird had a heavy red bill,
which was short and deep. This was connected to a red ‘shield” extending onto the
forehead, which seemed swollen and bulbous at the sides. The centre of the ‘shield”
was less swollen, and was darker in colour. The eye was red and was prominent
against the pale grey head. The long, red legs trailed behind the bird in flight.

Purple Swamphen has a widespread distribution globally, extending from Europe and
Africa, across southern and southeast Asia to south China, and as far as Australia in
the south. Thirteen subspecies are recognised, and the species has been split by some
authorities into as many as four species. The pale grey head would indicate that the
bird seen was poliocephalus (split by some authorities as Grey-headed Swamphen P.
poliocephalus).

The species was recorded at Mai Po on approximately 30 occasions from 1988-1998
(Carey et al. 2001). During this period it was known that the species was kept in a
waterfowl] collection at Fairview Park, from which two birds were known to have
escaped in 1992. The sighting in March 2013 is the first record of the species in Hong
Kong since 1998.
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At the time of The Avifauna (Carey et al. 2001), the species was not known to occur
closer to Hong Kong than central Vietnam and Laos, with recent reports from Haifeng
in Guangdong, although the status at this site was not known. Given the known
escapes, the species was treated as Category E (the current Category IlI, species for
which all published Hong Kong records are considered likely to relate to birds that
have escaped or have been released from captivity). Understanding of the status of
the species in south China has changed since The Avifauna, and it is now known that
a breeding population is present at Haifeng, only 100km from Hong Kong. It has
also been recorded along the south China coast to Xiamen, and has recently been
discovered on Hainan (RW Lewthwaite pers. comm.).

Records Committee Comment

This record prompted a review of all records of the species with a view to assessing the most
appropriate categorization. All Purple Swamphen records from 1988 to 1991, together with
this record, were accepted into Category I given the improved understanding of its distribution
in both Guangdong and Fujian Provinces.
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Dark-sided Flycatcher Muscicapa sibirica
at Pui O, Lantau

The first Hong Kong record for the subspecies rothschildi / cacabata / gulmergi

John A Allcock
¢/o HKBWS, 7C, V Ga Building, 532 Castle Peak Road, Lai Chi Kok, Kowloon, Hong Kong

On 29 December 2013, a cold front had passed through Hong Kong and I decided to
do some birdwatching on southern Lantau to see whether this colder weather may
have brought some wintering shrubland birds to Hong Kong. After spending some
time at Pui O, I started to walk towards the Chi Ma Wan peninsular.

Just as I was leaving the village of Ham Tin at 08:40 I noticed a flycatcher in a large
tree in the garden of one of the village houses. My first impression of the bird was that
it looked like a Dark-sided Flycatcher Muscicapa sibirica. 1 was aware that this would
be an unusually late date for this species, so I paid particularly close attention in order
to confirm the identification. The bird seemed unusually dark on the underparts,
and I took notes about the bird’s appearance and also took some record photographs
for reference (Plate 66). Fortunately the bird remained in view for several minutes,
initially on wires in the garden and later in bare branches at the top of a nearby
banyan tree, from which it would sally to catch insects before returning to the same
perch.

Notes

Small, brown flycatcher, similar to Asian Brown Flycatcher M. latirostris but darker
below and structurally different. Seemed relatively long-winged and short-tailed, with
the wing tip extending just beyond end of undertail coverts and primary projection
similar to tertial length (possibly slightly shorter).

Underparts extensively dark, darker than on typical Dark-sided. Grey-brown plumage
on underparts extended across breast, flanks and belly (including between legs), with
a slightly mottled appearance, particularly on flanks and belly. Pale on underparts
was restricted to a narrow whitish band down centre of breast. Undertail coverts with
distinctly dark centres and narrow pale fringes. Upperparts were uniformly brown,
seeming slightly browner and less grey than underparts.

Head was generally similar in colour to the upperparts. The lores were slightly paler,
but did not contrast strongly with the rest of the head. A narrow pale throat patch
was edged by darker malars (similar colour to rest of head) and pale sub-moustachial
stripes. The eyes were fairly large and black, surrounded by paler eye-ring, which was
narrow in front of the eye and broader behind the eye. The greater coverts had paler
tips, and there also appeared to be a paler panel through secondaries.

The bill was relatively short and stubby-looking; mostly black with a very small paler
area at base (but not as extensively pale as on Asian Brown Flycatcher). The legs were
short and black.
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Plate 66 Dark-sided Flycatcher Muscicapa sibirica ssp rothschildi / cacabata / gulmergi
K548 rothschildi / cacabata / gulmergi 55 ff
Pui O, Lantau 29t December 2013 A1 F# 2013512 H29H
John Allcock i #H5%

Taxonomy of Dark-sided Flycatcher

Four subspecies of Dark-sided Flycatcher are recognised by the IOC (IOC Master List
V4.4) on which the taxonomic treatment of HK birds is based.

Nominate sibirica breeds in central and southeast Siberia (east to Kamchatka),
northeast Mongolia, northeast China (south to Nei Mongol, northern Liaoning and
Jilin), North Korea and Japan and migrates to winter in Taiwan, southern China
(Guangxi, Guangdong, southern Fujian), Indochina and northern Borneo. This
subspecies is recorded regularly in Hong Kong during autumn, mostly September-
November with a latest date of 26th December and with five spring records;
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The subspecies rothschildi breeds in central and southern China (southeast Qinghai,
southeast Gansu and southern Shaanxi, south to east Xizang and Sichuan), northern
and western Myanmar and northwest Vietnam; the non-breeding range comprises
southern China (southeast Yunnan east to Guangdong), Indochina, Malay Peninsula
and Sumatra;

The subspecies cacabata breeds in the central and eastern Himalayas east to southern
China (southern Xizang), Bhutan and northeast India, and wintering in and southern
Myanmar and southern Thailand;

The subspecies gulmergi breeds in the northwest Himalayas (northwest Afghanistan
and northern Pakistan).

The last three of these subspecies differ from sibirica in shorter wing measurements
and darker, coarser and more diffuse streaking on the breast (Svensson 1992). These
three taxa are, however, very similar to each other and there is a cline of increasing
darkness from west to east through the Himalayas (Clement 2006). Because of
these similarities individuals cannot always be certainly assigned to subspecies.
The characteristics noted for the Pui O bird, particularly the dark underparts, fit
identification as one of rothschildi, cacabata or gulmergi, but it does not seem possible to
confirm which of the three subspecies was involved.

Records Committee Comment

An awareness of the normal pattern of occurrence of the nominate subspecies through HK
alerted John to the fact that this bird was present on an atypical date, and therefore potentially
of interest. A careful description supported by photographs, followed by examination of skins
at the British Museum enabled this bird to be identified with certainty as a taxon other than
the nominate subspecies. Given the different plumage, distribution and migratory behaviour of
the rothschildi/cacabata/qulmergi group, it is quite possible that it will be treated as a separate
species in the future.
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Purple Heron Ardea purpurea
breeding at Mai Po NR

The first confirmed breeding record for Hong Kong

John A Allcock
¢/o HKBWS, 7C, V Ga Building, 532 Castle Peak Road, Lai Chi Kok, Kowloon, Hong Kong

Tommy KC Cheung
¢/o HKBWS, 7C, V Ga Building, 532 Castle Peak Road, Lai Chi Kok, Kowloon, Hong Kong

During early summer 2013, several Purple Herons were regularly recorded at Mai Po
NR. On 7th June, we noticed two birds in some form of display at Pond #8a, in front of
the Tower Hide.

Over the next few days I checked the location regularly, to confirm whether or not the
birds were actually nesting. One bird (presumed to be the female) was seen sitting on
the platform of sticks and sedges. This seemed to confirm that the pair were nesting,
and that eggs had been laid and were being incubated. Based on observations it was
estimated that eggs had been laid on around 10th June. It was not possible, to see
inside the nest to confirm the number of eggs present. According to Martinez-Vilalta et
al. (2014) the clutch size varies from 2 to 8 eggs.

The presumed female was usually seen on the nest. This individual was slightly duller
than the other, less blue-grey on the upperparts and with a less marked head pattern.
At times the bird was away from the nest, and was often seen visiting a nearby dead
tree removing sticks which were added to the structure of the nest. The presumed
male was usually also present, sometimes near the nest structure but often foraging in
nearby emergent grasses.

Based on an incubation period of 25-30 days (Martinez-Vilalta et al. 2014), it was
anticipated that the eggs would hatch in mid-July. On 10th July, an adult was seen
possibly feeding young, but this was not confirmed and it was uncertain whether
chicks had hatched. On 22nd July I received a message from Neil Fifer to report that
he could see small chicks in the nest. Over the next few days it became clear that there
were three chicks present (Plate 67). The female was often still present at the nest,
brooding the chicks for the first few days but starting to spend less time at the nest as
the chicks grew larger. Adults were rarely seen bringing food to the nest, and we were
concerned that they may not be bringing enough food, but all three chicks continued
to grow.

In early August the chicks left the structure of the nest and gradually spread further
into the surrounding sedges, progressively gaining confidence and moving further
away (Plate 68). The exact date of fledging was not known, but occurred sometime
during late August, agreeing with the typical fledging age of 45-50 days (Martinez-
Vilalta et al. 2014). After fledging the three juveniles were not seen again.
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Plate 67

Purple Heron

Ardea purpurea B3
Three chicks shortly after
the first observation, with
wing feathers starting to
grow.

H RIS R A
BT3RS - f3EAARH
IR -

MPNR 29 July 2013
K 201347 F129F

Neil Fifer

Plate 68 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea %%
Three juveniles in sedges near the nest. The chick on the right is still in the nest, which
is visible at the lower right.

SENRAERIMBEREHEM - ABHIL R ITERP - (A A T MRS EEIT L -
MPNR 9th August 2013 KHffi 20134E8 H9H
Neil Fifer
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Purple Heron is a widespread species which is resident in Africa, India and southeast
Asia and a breeding visitor to warm temperate Eurasia. In Hong Kong, Carey et al.
(2001) described Purple Heron as an uncommon autumn passage migrant, scarce in
spring and winter, but also states that the species probably breeds in Hong Kong,
based on observations of juveniles during the summer months. Despite these previous
observations, the species has never been confirmed breeding previously, and the
observations in 2013 constitute the first confirmed breeding record in Hong Kong.

Following the successful breeding in 2013, it was hoped that the birds would return
to breed at the same site in 2014. Although no nest was found, and adults were not
regularly observed on site, on 234 August an adult was observed feeding two newly-
fledged juveniles, confirming that the species had nested at Mai Po for the second
successive year.
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Observations on the migration pattern of selected seabirds:
Po Toi Island 2006-2013

Geoff Welch
23A Block 25, South Horizons,
Ap Lei Chau

Introduction

The most southerly point of Po Toi Island is recognized as the best land-based location
in Hong Kong for observing the migration of seabirds. The purpose of this paper is to
look in more detail at the migration patterns of the commoner seabird species as seen
from this location on Po Toi in the years 2006 to 2013.

The data presented here has all been collected as part of my Po Toi study and does not
include data from other individuals or sources - for details of my Po Toi study, see
Welch (2011). With the exception of Figure 1., the graphs use the same format as the
‘Dark Grey Charts” described on page 116 of The Avifauna, showing an aggregate of
total weekly counts made for a species over the eight years from 2006 to 2013.

Over this period, a total of 1191 hours was spent watching for seabirds in 656 sessions,
an average of nearly 2 hours per session. Almost all sessions were from 7am to 9am
in the early morning and from 4pm to 6pm in the evening, the peak hours for seabird
passage past Po Toi. Figure 1 shows the number of seabird species seen in each week
of the year over the period 2006 to 2013.

Figure 1. Number of seabird species by week
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Black-naped Sterna sumatrana, Bridled Onychoprion anaethetus and Roseate Terns Sterna
dougallii breed around Po Toi and are regularly seen throughout June to August.
Counts for these species likely to refer to breeding birds and particularly in the period
from June to mid-August are not included in this chart.

The peak months for seabirds were late February to May for spring passage and
late August to end September for autumn passage. Passage in spring is much more
pronounced than in autumn, as Figure 1 indicates - over 90% of all seabirds counted
occurred in the period from the third week in February to the end of May.

This is primarily due to the location of Hong Kong relative to the a seabird’s likely
migration route through the South China Sea (Fig. 2)

Figure 2. Probable Seabird Migration Routes in the South China Sea
T R P P ] REPR A TIB HE RS AR

# F ? * ? 1.
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Seabirds are generally migrating northwards in spring from wintering areas to the
south and west of Hong Kong, and in the reverse direction in autumn. For those
birds migrating directly across the South China Sea, a small deviation to the west in
spring, possibly caused by easterly winds, will mean they pass through Hong Kong.
In autumn they are likely to bypass Hong Kong on the direct route unless a typhoon
blows them westward or they use a coastal route around south China.

Because of this predominance of birds in spring compared to autumn migration, the
discussion below focuses mainly on the spring migration period.

Early Spring Species - late February to end March

Obvious signs of migration usually started in the third week of February and the
species involved were those that winter in the Hong Kong area and to the west of
Hong Kong, gulls, sea duck and murrelet with the occasional loon or cormorant.

Figure 3. Heuglin's Gull 5 /K RES Figure 4. Black-tailed Gull B

Heuglin’s Gull Larus fuscus was the commonest seabird migrant species in early
spring. Other similar large gull species including Caspian L. cachinnans, Vega L. vegae
and Slaty-backed Gull L. schistisagus will probably be included in these counts since
large gulls did not often come close enough for separation, but the overwhelming
majority will be Heuglin’s. This species migrated in flocks of up to 50 birds or more
and was seen more commonly in the evening than in the early morning by a factor of
approximately 2:1. Adult birds were more common in late March.

Black-tailed Gulls L. crassirostris were less consistent in their annual numbers than
Heuglin’s Gull. In some years they were relatively common, in others quite scarce.
Most birds seen were in immature plumage.

Figure 5. Black-legged Kittiwake —fil & Figure 6. Red-breasted Merganser LKV
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Single Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla, both adult and juvenile, were seen in
most years. This species is probably annual in Hong Kong waters and may have been
overlooked previously.

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator occurred in singles or small flocks of up to
six birds, both males and females. They were annual on passage in small numbers, the
only reliable way to see the species in Hong Kong now that they are rare in Deep Bay.

Figure 7. Ancient Murrelet R4
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Ancient Murrelet Synthliboramphus antiquus passage, in singles or small flocks, started
in late February and extended into April and early May although the peak numbers
occurred in March.

April to mid-May

This second passage period focused mainly on those species which winter to the south
of Hong Kong including terns, jaegers and phalaropes. Most species showed a peak in
numbers towards the end of April although White-winged Terns Chlidonias leucopterus
came later than other species and peaked in early May. More birds were seen in the

early morning than the late evening, by a factor of 2:1. Terns in particular were early
morning migrants.

Figure 8. Red-necked Phalarope il SEHFEER Figure 9. Great Crested Tern AJBIJHAEES
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Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus had an extensive migration period, from
mid-March to mid-May, and some were to be seen on almost every day in this period.
Passage was sometimes quite heavy, with a peak count of 2,490 in two hours on 5

April 2012, although between 100 and 300 was a more typical number in a single
session.
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Greater Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii was the first of the tern species to appear in
numbers and they were seen almost daily from early April until mid-May.

Figure 10. Aleutian Tern [ [l Figure 11. Common Tern % #EE5
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Aleutian Onychoprion aleuticus and Common Tern Sterna hirundo were both frequently
seen in spring, often in large flocks together (although not together in autumn). Hong
Kong is one of the few places away from their breeding grounds where Aleutian Tern
can be seen annually.

Figure 12. White-winged Tern F#i7E Figure 13. Total Jaeger sp. 2= £l
- .
! !
| |
! L
| L i
YT YN R iSO TRRERRIaY NEEFET] FRIII R AT RNGEQER Y
:::3:3:;:::5*;:1131';:3%5 ’i’i’i'i’?’lzi‘izi’i’izi

White-winged Tern was a much later spring migrant than other terns, with passage
focused in May, often in large flocks of several hundred following periods of stormy
weather.

The passage periods of all three Jaeger species, Pomarine Stercorarius pomarinus,
Parasitic S. parasiticus and Long-tailed Jaeger S. longicaudus, were similar and followed
the pattern of the terns that they parasitize. Most were in singles or pairs although
Long-tailed Jaegers were occasionally seen in small flocks of ten or more.

Figure 14. Short-tailed Shearwater % 25% Figure 15. Streaked Shearwater [#5%
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Short-tailed Shearwater Puffinus tenuirostrisis is a long distance passage migrant
between its breeding grounds in southern Australia and its wintering grounds in the
Sea of Japan and the northern Pacific Ocean. Its passage through Hong Kong waters
in spring was only discovered in 2006 but it was recorded annually in small numbers
since that year, with a focused passage period from the last week in April to the end of
May, usually peaking in the second week in May. Recent geolocator studies of Short-
tailed Shearwater migration (Carey et al.in litt.) have shown these dates are consistent
with the main northerly post-breeding migration of this species through the western
Pacific Ocean.

Streaked Shearwater Calonectris leucomelas is a northeast Asia breeding species
wintering to the south of Hong Kong. It was seen off Po Toi on various dates between
March and May, usually in easterly winds. A peak count of 80 was present in waters
off Po Toi following the passage of Typhoon Chanchu on 17 May 2006.

Figure 16. Lesser Frigatebird FEFH S
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Immature Lesser Frigatebirds Fregata ariel were seen annually in Po Toi waters in
spring. Exactly where these come from is not known but many are probably first-year
birds dispersing from their breeding grounds rather than true migrants. They occurred
on various dates from late March through into June although most records were in
early May.

Autumn species - mid August to end September

Only Aleutian Tern (Fig. 9) was seen annually on autumn migration, in very small
numbers except for a single passage of 430 on 9 September 2010 following the passing
of a Tropical Storm through the Taiwan Strait. Red-necked Phalarope (Fig. 7) and
Common Tern (Fig. 10) were occasional but only in very small numbers.

Effect of Weather and other conditions

Weather was generally less significant in the migration pattern of seabirds seen from
Po Toi than it was for land birds. However, certain weather effects were noticeable

Strong easterly winds and typhoons brought more species and higher numbers of
birds, especially terns, jaegers and shearwaters, into the Dangan passage between Po
Toi and Dangan Island and probably the Pearl River Delta generally. These were then
seen migrating past Po Toi on the days immediately afterwards.
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Mist, obscuring the Dangan Islands and Po Toi, would sometimes result in birds
migrating closer off-shore from Po Toi and more easily identifiable, provided it was
not too thick to impair visibility.

Conclusions

Seabird watching is the last frontier for bird watchers in Hong Kong. Most now
use the seabird cruises organized by HKBWS and others. However, these tend to
give a snapshot picture of seabird migration on the date of the cruise. For a more
representative record, it is preferable to spend time seabird watching on a regular
basis over a period of years. I was fortunate to have the opportunity to do this on Po
Toi, considered the best land-based seabird watching location in Hong Kong, over an
eight year period from 2006 to 2013. The results obtained can generally be considered
an accurate representation of seabird migration through the southeast waters of Hong
Kong in any normal year.
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Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica nesting on Tap Mun Ferry

Roger Muscroft
Uk Tau Village, Sai Kung Country Park, New Territories. Hong Kong.

On 19t May 2013, while travelling between Wong Shek Pier and Tap Mun on the
scheduled kaito ferry service, I noticed a completed Barn Swallow nest had been built
on board. The unattended nest was located near the stern of the boat, starboard side,
under the structure forming the roof of the open area behind the passenger cabin and
the floor of the upper deck. Nearing Tap Mun, the swallows flew around the ferry
and landed on the nest, despite there being passengers in very close proximity. On
the return journey the swallows also approached the ferry intermittently between Tap
Mun and Wong Shek Pier, sometimes landing on the nest (Plate 69).

Further observations on 2" and 8th June 2013 revealed that the birds had successfully
hatched four or five chicks (Plate 70). Their visits to the nest seemed mostly confined
to the times when the boat was sailing adjacent to Tap Mun Island and docked at Tap
Mun, though I observed they would also approach the ferry much nearer Wong Shek
pier. The level of disturbance tolerated was very considerable, the nest being barely
above head height and frequently approached within as close as 50 -100mm when
passengers photographed the nest and chicks with mobile phone cameras.

Unfortunately, I did not observe the fledging. Indeed it was a while before I was able
to establish with reasonable certainty that fledging was successful. This was much
later confirmed by Wong Hok Sze, the convenor of Swift and Swallow Research Group
SSRG, who reported: ‘I had visited the nest on 20t June. On that day I found the adult
swallows only fed the chicks when the ferry stayed in the Tap Mun area, they did not
chase the ferry out of Tap Mun area. The ferry staff said there were 5 eggs originally,
but only 4 chicks hatched. According to the information from the ferry staff, the
growth rate of the chicks seemed far slower than normal, since the swallow parent
cannot feed them as frequently as at other normal nests.’

In the 2014 breeding season, the swallows have returned to the ferry (against the
advice of the SSRG!), being observed and photographed on 18t April, 6th and 24th
May. Ferry staff noted that the birds had been sitting on eggs since 20t May.

Discussion

Although this is the first reported record for Hong Kong, birds breeding on moving
objects have been reported before, and a comprehensive review was provided in
Mabhler (2002).

-317 -



Hong Kong Bird Report 2013: Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica nesting on Tap Mun Ferry

Plate 69 Barn Swallow at nest on the Tap Mun Ferry S AAF 5 PTG 54
Tap Mun 19th May 2013 #["] 201345 19H
Roger Muscroft

. ] .
Plate 70 Four nestlings visible 45 At SAHE S
Tap Mun 8t June 2013 ¥ 201346 /18 H
Roger Muscroft
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Mabhler notes that hirundines are particularly attracted to ferries with many breeding
records in Europe for Barn Swallow and Common House Martin Delichon urbicum as
well as White-bibbed Swallow Hirundo nigrita in Africa and Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon
pyrrhonota in USA. In Australia Welcome Swallows Hirundo neoxena nested
successfully on a houseboat travelling regularly between two stations about 100 km
apart (Holly 2009). This is presumably because hirundines are regular breeders on
man-made structures and the presence of water is attractive to insectivores.

Most breeding records concern ferries moving over short distances, up to 20 kms, with
many adults remaining at one ferry stop, as in the Tap Mun Ferry breeding. However,
there are some remarkable long distance successful breeding records, including Barn
Swallows breeding on a ferry between Denmark and Sweden and even between
Denmark and Iceland (Mahler 2002).
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Flock size and nocturnal migration in Grey Herons Ardea cinerea
at Mai Po Nature Reserve, Hong Kong

David ] Stanton
¢/o AEC Ltd, 127 Commercial Centre, Palm Springs, Yuen Long, Hong Kong

Observations were made of migrating Grey Herons Ardea cinerea at Mai Po Nature
Reserve (MPNR) between 2010 and 2014. Grey Heron is an abundant winter visitor to
Hong Kong; most birds have departed Hong Kong by the end of April and return in
late-September / early-October (Carey et al. 2001), with some non-breeding birds over-
summering.

During spring migration, groups of Grey Herons were seen departing MPNR at
sunset. Observations revealed flocks ranging in size between eight and 125 birds
leaving MPNR, with a mean migrating flock size of 23.80 birds +/-22.05 (n=30).
Spring migration commenced in the 20 minutes before sunset (with extreme times
being 42 minutes before, and 21 minutes after, sunset). All dates were in March. These
observations were all made on clear, still days.

Migration was initiated by several birds calling from the ground prior to lifting
off and circle overheard, whilst continually calling a deep, hoarse long fraaaank,
as described by Brazil (2009). Additional birds would then join the group and the
circling flock would move slowly (over the course of several minutes) northwards
over MPNR, ‘recruiting’ more individuals to the migrating flock, until such a point
as when ‘dominant’ birds would make the decision to head directly northwards. The
birds would adopt a v-formation and fly with direct purpose northwards, apparently
following the route of the Shenzhen River, until out of view.

Group migration was predominantly as a single species flock. On a single occasion
(215t March 2011) two individual Grey Herons appeared to join a small group of five
Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris, which were also departing on northward migration.
These birds joined the v-formation of the Eurasian Bitterns and headed north, whether
they continued their journey, as a flock could not be confirmed however, they
remained part of the group for as long as observation allowed and they were lost from
view (a distance of c. 2km with binoculars).

Migration during autumn also appears to be conducted at night. Casual observations
made on two early mornings in October 2013 revealed two groups of four and eight
Grey Herons arriving at three and 51 minutes after sunrise respectively, from the
north. These birds arrived in a loose flock from a great height when first observed,
before dropping their wings and legs and ‘parachuting’ into the MPNR. The times of
arrival would indicate that these groups of birds had travelled through the night.

Nocturnal migration is typical in ardeids and has been recorded in Grey Herons
previously (Brown et al. 1982, Hancock & Kushlan 1984, Voisin 1991, Martinez-Vilalta
& Motis 1992) and is common in the ardeids (Martinez-Vilalta & Motis 1992), though
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there is little information available for migrating ardeids in Asia. Daytime migration
can also occur (Hancock & Kushlan 1984, Martinez-Vilalta & Motis 1992). Daytime
migration of Grey Herons during autumn passage was recorded from migration
studies at Beidaihe between 1986 and 1990 (Williams 2000).

Departure times of birds during migration is based on local weather conditions
(Shamoum-Baranes et al. 2006, Sapir et al. 2011) and the departure time is critically
important because it determines the environmental conditions encountered during
their journey, which affects migration speed and energy expenditure (Bowlin &
Wikelsiki 2008, Sapir et al. 2011). All spring observations were made on calm, clear
evenings, following a period of settled weather and these conditions would appear to
be conducive for ardeid migration. Morning observations in autumn mirrored these
conditions.

Elsewhere in their global range, Grey Herons usually migrate in small parties and may
form flocks with other Ardeids (Voisin 1991), and have been recorded on migration
in flocks of 200-250 birds (Hancock & Kushlan 1984, Martinez-Vilalta & Motis 1992);
it would appear that birds migrating from Hong Kong follow similar patterns to that
in the literature. In Asia, whilst migration is reported to be regular (McClure 1998,
Hancock & Kushlan 1984) there is a paucity of data on migrating flock sizes; Williams
(2000) records data as bird days or day totals and no reference is given to flock sizes.

Whilst it is clear that from our observations and a review of available literature,
the migration habitats of the Grey Heron in Hong Kong differ little to populations
elsewhere in their range, there are very few records or information on migratory habits
of this species in the region. Presumably given its relative abundance and familiarity
with many birders, observations of Grey Herons are often overlooked or not noted.
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Guidelines for the Submission of Records

HKBWS Records Committee

Recording and record submission

One of the most important functions of the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society is
the publication of the Hong Kong Bird Report. The value of this publication, which
includes a detailed summary of birds recorded each year, depends on members
submitting records of their observations. The submission of records also provides
the raw data on which the Society and other researchers can draw conclusions about
such things as the importance of a particular site or habitat in Hong Kong, the rarity
of a particular species, patterns of migration or habitat preferences. For these reasons,
members are encouraged to submit records at the end of each year.

What kinds of records are required? The answer to this question is most kinds, except
those relating to species that are common and widespread in appropriate habitat,
unless these have been recorded as part of a systematic study. In particular, we
welcome records of all but the most common migrants and winter visitors, of scarce
residents or records of common residents occurring in unusual numbers or habitat. If
in doubt, it is best to submit the record.

The Society prefers to receive records entered into a simple Excel spreadsheet as this
facilitates analysis and allows easy extraction of records for both species and sites.
This Excel file should contain seven columns containing the following data: species
number, species name, date, place, number of birds, notes and observer name.
Observations can then be entered, using one row for each record. A sample and blank
copy of the Excel file is given on the HKBWS website.

Rarities

While the birds of Hong Kong are better known than those of many parts of Asia,
new species are regularly being added to the Hong Kong List, and the status of a
number of other species remains uncertain or is undergoing change. Further, field
identification techniques for some species still require refinement. The Society has a
Records Committee to assess records and ensure that a high standard of reporting is
maintained. This quality control provides, in part, the Society with a reputable voice
in relation to the birds of Hong Kong and the region.

While the Records Committee may examine any record submitted, close attention is
generally only given to those of rarities. The list of species for which substantiation
is required is given in the HK List provided on the HKBWS website. Adequate
substantiation in the form of a written description, photograph, video, audio recording
or some combination of these is required if the record is to be considered valid and
published. A standard recording form for unusual records (URF) is available on the
HKBWS website.
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Ideally, field notes of rarity should cover the following points:

1. Date, time, duration and location of sighting, number present and sex or age,
if known.

2. Binoculars or telescopes used, distance of bird from observer, weather and
light conditions.

3. Description of habitat and a record of other birds, if any, it was associating
with.

4. Activity of bird (at rest, in flight, swimming etc).

5. General size, shape and structure compared with other more familiar species.
Structural features that may be important should be detailed (e.g. bill length
compared to length of head, relative position of wing tips to tail tip, primary
projections, hind claw length etc).

6. The most detailed description possible of plumage and bare parts, and not just
those considered helpful in identification, should be provided. Try to organise
the components of the description logically, for example: head, upperparts,
upper- and underwings, upper- and undertail, underparts, bare parts (iris,
bill, gape if seen, legs and feet)

7. Vocalisations. Try to indicate the quality of the sound (harsh, piercing, rattling,
hoarse, liquid etc), the volume and the pitch, and compare it with calls of other
species.

8. Previous experience with the species or similar species.

9. Names of other observers or photographers present.

A rough sketch or diagram is often very helpful, and photographs, of course, are
invaluable. Try to get others to see the bird, as two descriptions are better than one,
and make sure you take notes on the spot, as it is all too easy to imagine field marks
after consulting a book! Records of species not on the Hong Kong List generally
require more than usually detailed descriptions for acceptance.

With regard to species that have distinctive vocalisations, the Records Committee
realises that in some cases call only records are acceptable. However, no matter how
distinctive, the call should be described in as much detail as possible.

If you are able to take reasonable notes of a bird but still cannot identify it, send in
the description as it may be possible for the Committee to identify it for you. The
increasing number of field guides on the market often make positive identification
appear straightforward, but it should be remembered that there are still a number of
species that are difficult to separate, and it is only by careful observations that some
birds can be identified.
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Notes for applications to visit
Mai Po Marshes Nature Reserve

Members should note that entry to the Mai Po Nature Reserve is restricted in order to
minimize disturbance to the wildlife. Applications for permits to enter the restricted
area will not normally be entertained unless the applicants are experienced bird
watchers, scientists conducting research or on official duty to the area.

When applying for a permit, HKBWS members and birdwatching visitors to Hong
Kong are advised to state clearly reasons for wishing to visit the reserve. To apply,
write to the following address, marking the envelope “Application for Mai Po permit”:

Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices
303 Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong
You should send photocopies of the following together with your application letter:
e HKID card or Passport
* Hong Kong Bird Watching Society membership fees receipt
* WWF-Hong Kong membership fees receipt
* Previous entry permit, if any
Visitors should note that it is a requirement of the Wildlife Protection Ordinance that
a permit is obtained to enter the Reserve. Furthermore, it is a requirement of WWE-
Hong Kong, who manages the Reserve, that users of its facilities are members of that

organization. Relevant applicant forms for HKBWS and WWEF-Hong Kong could be
obtained from the following websites:

www.hkbws.org.hk/BBS/
https:/ /apps.wwf.org.hk/eng/membership.php

Further details about access to Mai Po, including information about how to apply
for a Frontier Closed Area (FCA) permit to visit the floating bird watching hides, are
available from the following websites:

http:/ /www.hkbws.org.hk/BBS/viewthread.php?tid=6183&extra=page%3D1
http:/ /www.wwf.org.hk/en/getinvolved/gomaipo/
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MAI PO NATURE RESERVE
A BIRD- %283%4e
"<& WATCHER’S

VA PARADISE

Mai Po Nature Reserve is one of the top birdwatching K3 H 28 PR I 48 5K — B 32 I 19 181
destinations in Hong Kong and throughout China. & E MR RKME o 3i & Wl 2E K E
Visitors can enjoy the sight of tens of thousands of g7 F#MHEE » FlU1RRELR - N
migratory birds, including Black-faced spoonbills, jmzs . sppegsw Amegs o
Nordmann’s greenshank, Asian dowitcher and

Spoon-billed sandpiper. TSR B AR Er A R S > i

BT > 4
Your support to WWF will help to protect the diverse E%*iﬁi&ﬁiiﬁzm B > 2
habitats in Mai Po, home to a wide range of species, SEALAR AT B AR B AR B

and provide facilities for the present and future Rt o BB wwiorghk [#EZ#
generations. Further volunteering and membership & LAFH®E Kk & RO o
information can be found at wwf.org.hk.

PHOTO CREDITS (FROM THE LEFT): ANGUS LAU, JOHN & JEMI HOLMES, NEIL FIFER, LORETTA LUK



MAI PO: THE SEASONS APHOTOGRAPHIC ESSAY

from Accipiter Press

”~

MAI PO: THE SEASONS
A PHOTOGRAPHIC ESSAY

David Diskin

Mai Po Nature Reserve
in Hong Kong is a wet-
land of international im-
portance. Up to 90,000
water birds spend the
winter in the area, and the
marshes and mud flats
are famous for the num-
ber and variety of shore-
birds that pass through
in spring on the way to
their breeding grounds
in the north. In striking
images and prose, this
photographic essay de-
picts the rich biodiversity
of the wetland and traces
the seasonal changes that
occur during the year.

Hard Cover, 26cm x 24 cm, 212 pages, over 170 photographs of the fauna and flora that
can be found at Mai Po during the year, plus images of the landscape.

“... a wonderful collection of photographs which illustrate the changing seasons on

the marshes... ”

MAI PO: THE SEASONS is available from:

Hong Kong Bird Watching Society
World Wide Fund for Nature (HK)
and online/overseas from
Amazon UK at www.amazon.co.uk
Natural History Book Service (UK) at www.nhbs.com

Signed copies can also be ordered directly from
Accipiter Press at
www.accipiterpress. com

British Birds

. there are images here, for example, a Eurasian Curlew in flight, a Yellow-
bellied Prinia caught in a spider’s web and a double-page spread of waders in
Deep Bay seemingly threatened by the imposing background of an ever-grow-
ing metropolis of Shenzhen, that compare with the best in nature photography.”
Birdwatch




The map reproduced with permission of The Director of Lands, Series HM200L/E
© Government of Hong Kong SAR. Licence No. 9/2015
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Explore the new ZEISS VICTORY SF.
World’s Best Birding and Nature Observation Binoculars

More robust
= Stable construction and ergonomic :. Faster
design: triple-link bridge v
®= Highest-quality workmanship and Best focus
best optical quality: Made in Germany = Focus at different distances quickly
\\|// and easily: SMART FOCUS concept
~or 2 . = Precise operation and natural grip in

— 92 Brighter

7NN ideal position: anti-slip focusing wheel
//|\\ Best visual experience postl P g

= Maximum brightness for extended
viewing: 92% transmission

= Qutstanding image quality:
fluoride lenses from SCHOTT

8x42
10 x 42

—

(& ) Closer

~—— Details at their best

= Discover delicate details,
even up close: 1.5 m close
focus

Wider )

Best field of view

= Maximum overview: 120 m or = Natural colours and brilliant

148 m field of view at 1,000 m details: Ultra-FL lens system
= Sharp image all the way to
the edges: seven-lens eyepiece
More ergonomic 780 g with field flattener
Ideal comfort

= Non-fatigue observation for hours: only 780 g
lightweight construction with magnesium
housing

= Ideal weight distribution for a steady hand:
ErgoBalance concept

Cezet Optical Company Limited H#L2HRAF

A, T A

Room 601B, 6/F., Fourseas Building, 208-212 Nathan Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong.

Tel: (852) 2377 4803 Fax: (852) 2377 4808 o
www.zeiss.com/sports-optics We make it visible.



