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Information Sheet on Mai Po Marshes and Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site
and its surrounding wetlands
The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society

1. Date compiled: 21 July 2023
2. Country: The People’s Republic of China
3. Administrative region: Hong Kong S.A.R.

4. Map of site:

5. Type of boundary delineation applied: following the water (such as wetlands, fishponds,
rivers) and terrain features in the area, as well as considering the catchment boundary,

roads, and built-up structure in the area.
6. Elevation: 0 metres

7. Central Coordinates: 22°29’N 114°02’E
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8. Area: 3,560 hectare

9. General Overview of the site: An estuarine area comprising a variety of habitats, including
freshwater wetland, marine-coastal (intertidal mudflats and mangroves) and man-made
(aquaculture fishponds, tidal shrimp ponds (Gei Wai) and oyster farms) habitats. The area
is crucial for the migratory water birds in the East Asia-Australasia Flyway. Intertidal
mudflat is the main feeding ground for waterbirds, while traditional operation of
fishponds and Gei Wai also provides additional foraging opportunity to them. This is a

demonstration of wise-use of wetland which is beneficial to both birds and fishermen.

10. Ramsar Criteria: 1 2 3 4

wn
()}
~N
o0
o

11. Justification:

Criterion 2 A wetland should be considered internationally important if it supports vulnerable,
endangered, or critically endangered species or threatened ecological communities.

Mai Po Marshes and Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site and its surrounding wetlands support 19
globally threatened species (i.e. critically endangered (CR), endangered (EN), or
vulnerable (VU) species under the IUCN Red List). Data was collected from the Monthly
Waterbird Monitoring Biannual Reports and Shorebird Monitoring Reports under the Mai
Po Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site Waterbird Monitoring Programme, and the ecological
baseline survey conducted under the fishpond conservation management agreement

projects within and outside Ramsar Site from 2017 to 2022.

Common Name Scientific Name IUCN Red CcmS CITES Protection
List Status Appendix Appendix Status in
China
Baer's Pochard Aythya baeri CR Appendix | Class |
Spoon-billed Calidris pygmaea CR Appendix | Class |
Sandpiper
Yellow-breasted Emberiza aureola CR Appendix | Class |
Bunting
10
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Common Name Scientific Name IUCN Red CMS CITES Protection
List Status Appendix Appendix Status in

China

Oriental Stork Ciconia boyciana EN Appendix | Appendix | Class |

Black-faced Platalea minor EN Appendix | Class |

Spoonbill

Far Eastern Numenius EN Appendix | Class Il

Curlew madagascariensis

Nordmann’s Tringa guttifer EN Appendix | Appendix | Class |

Greenshank

Great Knot Calidris EN Appendix | Class Il

tenuirostris

Greater Spotted Clanga clanga VU Appendix | Appendix Il Class |

Eagle

Eastern Imperial Aquila heliaca VU Appendix | Appendix | Class |

Eagle

Common Aythya ferina VU

Pochard

Sharp-tailed Calidris VU

Sandpiper acuminata

Saunders’s Gull Chroicocephalus VU

saundersi

Relict Gull Larus relictus VU

Black-capped Halcyon pileata VU

Kingfisher

Collared Crow Corvus torquatus VU

Manchurian Acrocephalus VU

Reed Warbler tangorum

Styan’s Helopsaltes VU

Grasshopper pleskei

Warbler

Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica VU
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Criterion 3 A wetland should be considered internationally important if it supports populations of pla
and/or animal species important for maintaining the biological diversity of a particular
biogeographic region.

Mai Po Marshes and Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site and its surrounding wetlands are one of
the few areas in Hong Kong with records of the globally near-threatened damselfly species
Four-spot Midget (Mortonagrion hirosei), while this species is only recently observed in

Hong Kong and Taiwan.

Criterion 5 A wetland should be considered internationally important if it regularly supports 20,000 o
more waterbirds.

According to the Monthly Waterbird Monitoring Biannual Reports under the Mai Po Inner
Deep Bay Ramsar Site Waterbird Monitoring Programme, the Deep Bay area on average
supported 48,412 waterbirds in winter during 2017-2022 (compared to 83,034 in 2007-
2012 and 48,500 in 1990-94).

2017-18  2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22

Total peak number of waterbirds 61,697 47,714 47,651 41,905 43,096

Criterion 6 A Wwetland should be considered internationally important if it regularly supports 1 per cer
of the individuals in a population of one species or subspecies of waterbird.

Mai Po Marshes and Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site and its surrounding wetlands support at

least 1% of the population of 15 waterbird species.

Species Maximum number in 2017- 1% threshold
2022/ Percentage of the (Wetland International 2021)
population

Black-faced Spoonbill 442/ 8.5% 50

Curlew Sandpiper 7,431/ 8.3% 900

Great Cormorant 8,038/ 8.0% 1,000

Pied Avocet 7,524/ 7.5% 1,000
Nordmann’s Greenshank 47/ 4.7% 10
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Common Redshank 3,238/ 3.2% 1,000
Kentish Plover 2,051/ 2.9% 700

Common Greenshank 2,062/ 2.1% 1,000
Black-tailed Godwit 3,112/ 1.9% 1,600
Tufted Duck 4,206/ 1.8% 2,400
Asian Dowitcher 516/ 1.8% 280

Eurasian Curlew 1,550/ 1.6% 1,000
Northern Shoveler 7,122/ 1.4% 5,000
Great Egret 1,284/ 1.3% 1,000
Eurasian Wigeon 7,428/ 1.0% 7,100

12. Social and cultural values:

Traditional pond fish culture is a type of wise use of wetland in the Deep Bay area, where
its features (such as vegetated pond bunds) and operation (particularly during the drain-
down period) provides foraging opportunities to various birds and wildlife species. Pond
fish culture is also an important part of Hong Kong’s history and culture, especially

significant in the development of villages in the New Territories of Hong Kong.

13. Land tenure/ownership:

A mixture of both Government land and private land. In the Policy Address of 2021, the
Hong Kong Government announced the resumption of private wetlands and fishponds for

better conservation management of around 2,000 hectares of Deep Bay wetlands.

EEBESEE The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society 13
Sl -
858 TelNo. +852 2377 4387 =-mal info@hkbws.org.hk il HFENREEASLES32EEXRETC B)'udT'f\) >~ b IUCN | Memver
5 FaxNo +85223143687 498 Website wwwhkbws.orghk  Address 7€, V Ga Building, 532 Castle Peak Road, TS ) \ 34 b
Lai Chi Kok, Kowloon, Hong Kong W//

EAAFP

=8t

W REEEBERAP LT Acharitable organization incorporated in Hong Kong with limited liability by guarantee



N\ HKBWS
\ @ B LT

14. Conservation measures taken and proposed:

Year Key events

1976 Mai Po Marshes was designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). It was
also declared a Restricted Area under the Wild Animals Protection Ordinance (Ce

170).

1981 The Wild Animals Protection Ordinance (Cap. 170) was amended so that all

hunting of wild birds became totally prohibited in Hong Kong.

1984 WWF — Hong Kong began the active management of Mai Po Marshes Nature

Reserve for education and conservation of wildlife.

1992 The Town Planning Board established a set of planning guidelines to conserve thi
Deep Bay wetlands by regulating development applications in the area with Buffi

Zones 1 (BZ1) and 2 (BZ2).

1995 Wetlands around Mai Po Marshes and Inner Deep Bay (1,500 ha) was formally

designated as a Ramsar Site under the Ramsar Convention.

1999 BZ1 and BZ2 were replaced by “Wetland Conservation Area” (WCA) and “Wetlan
Buffer Area” (WBA).

2004 Wetlands from Pak Nai to Inner Deep Bay, Mai Po Marshes Nature Reserve, San
Tin, Ma Tao Lung to the agricultural lands in Long Valley were recognized as the
Inner Deep Bay and Shenzhen River catchment area Important Bird Area by

BirdLife International.

2012 The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society in collaboration with local fish farmers
started the fishpond conservation scheme covering 600 hectares of fishponds
with fundings from the Hong Kong Government, to enhance the ecological value

fishponds and provide feeding ground and roosting site for waterbirds.

2014 Due to the opening up of the Frontier Closed Area, the WCA and WBA were

extended to cover the Hoo Hok Wai and Ma Tso Lung area.

2021 The Hong Kong Government announced the resumption of private wetlands and
fishponds for better conservation management of around 2,000 hectares of Deeg|

Bay wetlands.
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15. Factors (past, present or potential) adversely affecting the site’s ecological character,

including changes in land (including water) use and development projects:
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In May 2023, the Hong Kong Government proposed the San Tin Technopole development

immediately next to the Mai Po Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site. The development covers 627

hectares, including the filling of 90 hectares of fishponds and wetlands.

The fishpond wetlands that would be affected by San Tin Technopole have a high bird

diversity, with 205 species recorded including 117 species of conservation concern. 19 of

them are globally threatened/near threatened species and 33 of them are nationally

protected wild animals, such as the critically endangered Baer's Pochard (Aythya baeri),

the critically endangered Yellow-breasted Bunting (Emberiza aureola), the endangered

Black-faced Spoonbill (Platalea minor), the vulnerable Eastern Imperial Eagle (Aquila

heliaca) and the vulnerable Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (Calidris acuminata).

The public consultation for the

development will end on 5 August 2023, and its

corresponding Environmental Impact Assessment report will be displayed for public

inspection later in the year. It is estimated that land resumption will start from 2024 and

the development will be in operation from 2031.
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Key concerns from local communities and civil society organizations include: 1) destroying
internationally important wetlands as development takes priority over conservation, 2)
threatening globally endangered species due to the loss in their important foraging and
roosting habitats, 3) undermining the existing local conservation and planning system, 4)
setting a bad precedent of opening up Deep Bay wetlands for development, and 5) moving

away from the sustainable development of traditional pond fish culture.
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