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Introduction 515

Long Valley is the largest remaining freshwater
wetland in the northwestern New Territories, a unique

place where farming activities still thrive.

Within the 25 hectares of farmland, which is about
twice the size of twice Victoria Park, more than 210 bird
species have been recorded, nearly half the Hong Kong
list.  Of these, three species are "vulnerable” and eight
are "near-threatened” by global standards. Long Valley's
importance is comparable to Mai Po Marshes Nature

Reserve.

Unfortunately, the Government’s development plan
will destroy the future of this green treasure. Besides the
KCRC plan to build the Sheung Shui - Lok Ma Chau
spur line across the Long Valley floodplain, the
Government’s proposed Fanling Bypass will also enter
Long Valley and fragment the plain. Fragmentation of
habitat will lead to increased environmental disturbance,
which will seriously affect the site as a haven for wildlife.

Last year, there were breeding records of Painted
Snipe at this piece of wetland. HKBWS data show that
there are only 20-30 birds resident in Hong Kong.
Following the destruction of Kam Tin marsh by railway
development, is the last remaining site [or Painted Snipe
Long Valley.

Destroying Long Valley will reduce the chance of
birds’ survival. Habitat destruction is permanent and
cannot be compensated for. The impact is not only on
reducing the space for survival for wildlife, but will also
cause soil and water quality deterioration. Farming
activities, and the relationship between flora and fauna

will also be affected.

The Hong Kong Bird Warching Society has
produced "Save Long Valley". With the aim of
introducing the importance of this piece of wetland,
the close relationship between freshwater wetland
and birds, as well as ecology and local cultural
characteristics, We hope to encourage our members
and the general public to understand the importance
of biodiversity in Hong Kong, to reflect on problems

that the environment faces and to express their views.
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Conservation News B#REHE s

Mike Kilburn

The Society has moved up a gear in its efforts to preserve
Long Valley. In recent weeks the Society has met with the
Transport Department and KCRC 1o lodge a formal objection
to the routing for the railway spur hine, which eus right across
the most important part of the valley - only the second formal
objection made by the Society in 42 years (the first was to the
plans for Fairview Park, out of which official protection for

Mai Po eventually appeared).

The ecological significance of the valley as the last area
of wet agricultural land in Hong Kong is beyond dispute, not
only for Painted Snipe, but also for Japanese Quail, Bluethroat

and as a site for over 200 other species.

An appeal by the Society has resulted in letters from
members, bird tour companies and respected conservation
organisations from all over the world stating the value of Long
Valley.

What is at issue now is whether the SAR government is
prepared to stand by its commitment to sustainable
development and take steps to ensure a viable futre for the
valley - which in the opinion of the Society is not one which
includes a viaduct carry a train every few minutes across the

centre of the marsh,

In presenting the SAR Government’s plans for Pollution-
free New Towns at Kwu Tung North and Fanling North
Gordon Siu, the Secretary for Planning, Environment and
Lands stated that Long Valley would be protected as an area
of ecological and cultural importance.

However, KCRC has argued that for various technical,
econormic and legislative reasons the altemative routes proposed
by HKBWS are not viable. KCRC has proposed mitigation
measures which the Society will not even address unal every
option for using a route which would avoid the valley has

been considered.

HKBWS believes that by taking a holistic approach
which involves all the departments with a stake in the
development of the NE New Temitories and a determination
to preserve the valley, that a solution can be found. It seems

that Mr Siu believes this too.

The Society has continued to raise the public profile of

the issue, which has seen the publication of letters and articles
in the English and Chinese press and television coverage by
TVB News.
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What is wetland $35 JE 1 ?

In general, wetland is an area where land and water connect,
which is permanently or seasonally covered by water, It may be
natural, e.g. mudflats in Deep Bay, rivers and coral reefs, or
man-made, e.g. fishponds and farmlands. The wet soil in wetlands
support animals and plants which are specially adapted to wet
conditions. Farmland in Long Valley is a good example of
Ireshwater wetland,
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The Importance of Long Valley BE[RI) B Z(R (B wwmmm

Photo by: Samson So i 8t§tiE

Long Valley is widely acknowledged to be of

importance to birds. and it is noteworthy that over 210
species have been recorded from Long Valley since 1993

(almost 50% of the species recorded in Hong Kong).

Why is Long Valley an important site?

* Due to its hydrology and water supply, it functions as
a freshwater wetland

* It has minimal habitat fragmentation

* It has low levels of human disturbance

* It has a high degree of micro-habitat diversity

Freshwater wetland

This combination of features makes Long Valley
almost unique in Hong Kong. The only similar wetland
would be Kam Tin, which is [acing even greater levels
of development. While there are protected freshwater
wetlands in Hong Kong, none that are important for
birds are protected. Many similar areas have been lost
to or substantially damaged by development (e.g. Ha
Tsuen, Fairview Park, Lok Ma Chau, and Yuen Long

marshes!.

Fragmentation

Fragmentation is a key issue here. From the
ecological point of view, the smaller the area of habitat,
the lower the number of species can be found. In
Hong Kong, there are no small wetlands that support
avian communities of any ecological value. For example,
Lok Ma Chau has suffered serious fragmentation because
of the drainage works there; as such, it is now very
poor for freshwater wetland species.  For example, the
gallinago snipe are far less common there now, and
although it once bred there, Greater Painted-snipe no

longer occurs there.
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Human disturbance

For Hong Kong, Long Valley is a relatively
undisturbed area. Many of the species that are found in
Long Valley and Kam 'Tin are easily disturbed, for example,
Grey-headed Lapwing. Such species require large, open
areas with low levels of disturbance; Long Valley is really

the only remaining site that satisfies these criteria.

The mix of micro-habitats at Long valley, while
unplanned, helps support a whole suite of wetland
specialists, from Greater Painted-snipe to Bluethroat, It is
also important to understand that many of these are either
absent, or present in much lower densities within the
Ramsar site, as that area is either the wrong, or sub-

optimal habitat for these species.

Besides the Deep Bay area, Long Valley is another
place in Hong Kong where we can find globally threaterned

species. The criteria used to define important species are:

1. Globally threatened species.

Birds to Watch 2 (Collar et al, 1994) is published by
BirdLife International, and lists all of the threatened bird
species in the world,  Species are allocated a category
according to the degree of the threat to each taxon. Classes

relevant to Hong Kong are:

Critical: extremely high risk of extincton in
the wild in the near future

Endangered: facing a very high nisk of extinction
in the wild in the near future,

Vulnerable: facing a high risk of extincion in the
wild in the medium-term future

Near threatened: those taxa close to qualifying for the
threatened categonies.

2. Regionally Important Species
Rose and Scott (1997) give population estimates [or

waterfowl world-wide, and set the 1% world or migration

route population levels for identifying wetlands of

international importance under the Ramsar Convention
criteria. Using this 1% threshold, Carey and Young (1999)
identfied 41 species occurring within the Mai Po Marshes
and Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site which can be considered
to certainly or possibly to fit the Ramsar criteria. Of these
a number are regularly recorded at Long Valley in such
numbers that it is considered that the loss of Long Valley
will result in significant adverse impacts on the Hong Kong

population of these species.
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3. Restricted range species in Hong Kong
Species (including non-breeding species) which are

found or breed at fewer than three sites in Hong Kong.

4. Declining species in Hong Kong
Species (including non-breeding and locally extinet
species) for which there is certain or probable long-term

decline in Hong Kong.

5. Locally important species

Species which do not fit in the above categories, but for
which locally important populations are regularly found within
the Long Valley area. These are identified as species for
which the highest annual count was within the study area in
at least three vears for either of the two five-year periods
(1988-92 and 1993-7). These species include some that are
reasonably widespread in Hong Kong; however, due to their
abundance there, Long Valley is considered an important site

for sustaining the long-term biodiversity of Hong Kong.
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Species recorded at Long Valley that meet the above criteria

Bl R P LR IR R
Globally th d sp Regionally Restricted range Declining Locally
R 3 A Important species species Important
Species in Hong Kong in Hong Kong Species
¥ P P TENED S A T B R FEFBHMAIE | (BN PR AR | A TR R
e THA
Greater Spotted Fagle Schrenck’s Biteern® Chinese Pond Heron® Bonelli's Eagle Watercock® Chestnut Bittern®
S8 SRR i FIB R e 8
Imperial Eagle Black Vulrure Little Egret* Narthern Hobby* Pheasant-tailed Jacana® Japanese Chail*
ELL tE hEr R e ke #ae
Japanese Yellow Bunting | Grey-headed Lapwing Common Teal* Greater Painted-snipe® Black-naped Oriole Common Snipe®
i A 2 LES AHHn £ by ] REW#*
Pallas’s Grasshopper Asian Dowitcher Black-winged Stile* Pintail Smipe*
Warbler Fi# MEwE* FigaE*
L
Japanese Waxwing Swinhoe’s Snipe®
DAFE Kb
Red-billed Starfing* Richard’s Pipit*
HOLIRA* 7] d
Chestnut-cheeked Starling| Bluethroar®
FHHE g
Commun Stonechat®
S
Zitting Cisticala®
MR

Species with asterisk in the tables are recorded regularly at Long Valley
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Development in Long Valley B8[R 203 & /- & v
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Map showing destruction of Long Valley (Source: Ming Pao

Long Valley is threatened by the proposed Fanling
Byass under the development plan of the Kwu Tung
North by Planning Department, and a proposed spurline
between Sheung Shui KCR Siation and a new terminal
at Lok Ma Chau by KCRC. Both of these
infrastructures will cut through the heart of the

ecologically important Long Valley and fragment it.

While considerable development is planned for the
Fanling, Sheung Shui, and Kwu Tung area, it is not
unreasonable to expect that this be undertaken without

significant adverse impacts to Long Valley.

Therefore, we would like to see the complete long-term

avoidance of:

* On-site activities such as developments and roads
that lead to the loss of wetland habitat

* On-site activities that may degrade the habitat or
have detrimental impacts on associated flora and
fauna, e.g. pollution

* Off-site activities that may degrade the habitat or
have detrimental impacts on associated flora and fauna
¢.g. noise disturbance from construction activitics,

housing or roads.
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HKBWS "Save Long Valley"” Campaign s
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Major events of the HKBWS "Save Long Valley" Campaign:
AR g [ ORG O i | 00 i R

12/1/1999 Letter to EPD at the time when KCRC applied to EPD for
an EIA study brief,
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\4

20/11/1999 Letter to Mr Gordon Siu, SPEL
IR A5 ISR 17 i J55 (1 73 A B b K 5 ) o e A6 R 7 2

\4

28/11/1999 Long Valley - help the Society find support from overseas visitors
I BNELIRE  IFRTB A 1 3 F

)

7/12/1999 Objection to Proposed Sheung Shui - Lok Ma Chau Spur Line
B LK - 535 il 8t 5 5 45 100 3% i 53 12 it iE 1\ IR

v

15/12/1999 Open Letter to Fellow Citizens of Hong Kong
and on-line signature campaign for protecting the Long Valley
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\4

8/1/2000 HKBWS and WWFHK co-organized the
"Take a Closer Look at Long Valley"
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\4

13/1/2000 Planning and Development Studies on NE and NW New
Territories: Views of the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society
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\4

15/3/2000 Representative of HKBWS interviewed by
Highways Department and KCRC
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12/1/1999
Letter to EPD at the time when KCRC applied to EPD for an EIA

study brief
HBMEBI RS2 RIBREFEARARDBEHGIRRE

12 January 1999

The EIA Ordinance Register Office
Environmental Protection Department
271th floor, Southorn Centre

130 Hennessy Road

Wanchai

Hong Kong

Dear Sir,

Sheung Shui to Lok Ma Chau Spur Line

I refer to the application for an environmental impact assessment study brief to proceed with an
envirommental impact assessment study for the Sheung Shui o Lok Ma Chau Spur Line submitted by
Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation.

The impact on the wetland with Ramsar buffer zone is naturally a major concern and should receive full
attention in the EIA study. However, it is equally important that attention should be given to the impact
on the diversity of habitats along the whole praposed route, such as de facto wetland in Long Valley in
the vicinity of Shek Sheung River and Beas River, active wet/dry agricultural land, reed beds, serub and
fung shui woods.

This mixture of habitat is supporting a complex array of fauna species, among which birds feature
prominently. In particular, the Long Valley flood plain is now practically the last place in Hong Kong
where a good representation of birds on the open plain could be found. (Plains fike Shek Kong, Ping
Shan and Ha Tsuen used to offer similar open plain habitat but they have succumbed o "development”
and no longer provide the functions of such a habitat] [t is therefore a most valuable biodiversity
resource in Hong Kong. The present brief has ot given enough emphasis w this issue. We strongly feel
that this should be attended to properly.

We note in the document a reference 1o a future plan to connect the spur line 1o the West Rail at Kam
Tin. Thus the spur line represents one more stage in a series of rail construetion in the New Territories,
taking up more and more open plain land in the area, It is therefore necessary 1o assess not just the
incremental impact of this individual project but the cumulative impact of the senes of projects.

While individual projects by themselves might not be suflicient to cause significant damage to the ecology
of Hong Kong, their cumulative effects may potentially cause, for example, the extirpation of species
which are assumed to be common at present. We strongly advocate that in the case of KCRC projects
in the NT, EIA studies should always evaluate the "cumulative" effect, especially in respect of ecology
and biodiversity issues.

This Society is keenly interested in the subject. We would appreciate being kept informed about the
progress of the EIA study and being consulted at key stages in the planning, design and construction
processes,

Yours sincerely,

C Y Lam

Chairman

c.c. Conservancy Association
WWF HK
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Letter to Mr Gordon Siu, SPEL
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Letter to Mr Gordon Siu, SPEL, dated 20 November 1999:
Dear Sir,

We would like to congratulate you for presenting to the public the government’s new and innovative
orientation in planning and development. We are pleased to learn from press reports today that
conserving nature and heritage feature prominently as the key guiding principles in formulating
plans for Ku Tug North and Fanning North,

We are particularly glad to read that Long Valley, that is, the flood plain bounded by Tsung Pak
Long, Yin Kong and Ho Sheung Heung, is recognised as an ecologically important site and will be
preserved. We sincerely hope that this is a commitment which all parties will honour.

The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society believes that it is possible to manage Long Valley 1o
conserve its unique ecological functions as well as to bring benefit to the Hong Kong community as
a whole. We would be happy to discuss our ideas with

relevant government departments.

Yours sincerely,
CY Lam
Chairman
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28/11/1999
Long Valley - help the Society find support from overseas visitors
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Long Valley - help the Society find support from overseas visitors

We want to build a case of preserving Long Valley for its ecological values. One way of doing it is
to get the views of overseas visitors who have been there, as an "objective” outside view with the
benefit of a world perspective, Your help is sought to help the Society collect such views.

I have sent messages to a few visitors and ex-residents of Hong Kong. A sample leuer is given
below. If you know of anyone who have visited Hong Kong in the last couple of days. please pass
my letter to them and ask them to respond to me directly by e-mail: chairman@hkbws.org.hk.

I hope you still remember Long Valley, actually a small flood plain near the railway going to China,
It is a place where more than 200 species of birds have been recorded and is effectively the last
refuge for Painted Snipes in Hong Kong. It is the last piece of inland freshwater wetland in the
once-upon-a-time extensive plain in the northwestern part of Hong Kong, That active wetland
agriculture is being practised here is a contributing factor to the observed bird diversity.

We are hoping to build a case to protect the place from proposed railway and highway "development”.

I hope you could help us with a few lines which we could present to the media in Hong Kong as
well as government officials on your impression of Long Valley. It would naturally be impolite if I
dictate what you should say, However, we would appreciate it if you would tell us, from the point
of view of a foreign visitor, why you think the place should be preserved, quoting birds and/or the
farming you see. Were you in Hong Kong for business or specifically for bird watching on that
occasion? Do you have a record of how many species you recorded during your visit? Can you help
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us with some ideas on what we could do at Long Valley to make it interesting to foreign visitors, in
addition to local visitors?

Wc are badly in need of your feedback. The ra:lwny md road pm_]ecm are bnmg pmsented to
pmposcd plans for the place for submission to the government as an alternative to the pu_hhshe_d
plans.

Any help from you will be greatly appreciated. If you do give us those few lines rcquea‘led ‘above,
please kindly also give me your full name and contact details, (Reporters and government officials
1 imagine wish to be assured that the comments come from a real person. |

Also, if you know of any people who have been to Long Valley, please pass this mcssagz to them
and request them to help us as well.

MANY MANY THANKS!

Yours sincerely,

CY Lam

Chairman

Hong Koeng Bird Watching Society
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Objection to proposed Sheung Shui - Lok Ma Chau Spur Line
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7 December 1999,

Mr. W. F. Ng.
Secretary for Transport,
Murray Building,
Garden Road,

Central,

Hong Kong.

Dear Sir,
Objection to Proposed Sheung Shui - Lok Ma Chau Spur Line

Reference is made to Gazette Notice No, 5774 dated 4 October 1999, This is to communicate the
objection of the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society to the location of that segment of the spur line
between Sheung Shui and Chau Tan which will cross "Long Valley", that is, the plain bounded by
Ho Sheung Heung to the north, Yin Kong and Tsung Pak Long to the south and the KCR railway
line to the east. This is not an objection 1o the construction of the spur line per se.

The abjection is based on the following points:

(a) Long Valley is of very high ecological value and is loss is not replaceable;

(b the proposed location of the spur line will lead 1o fragmentation of the habitat, which is a well-
established cause of the collapse of natural habitats;

| the loss of Long Valley will deprive the Hong Kong community of a greart asset for the viewing
of birds and other facets of nature co-existing in harmony with the traditional way of life in the
New Territories;

the destruction of the Long Valley habitat will be a major blow to the maintenance of biodiversity
which is one of the eight key guiding principles in the Government’s committed policy on
sustainable development;

{e) alternative routes avoiding the Long Valley are available for the spur line and prospects are that
these alternatives are cheaper to build;

a)
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(1 the Planning and Development Studies on North East and North West New territories are
still going on and public consultation has yet to complete, making it in appropriate to fix the
location of the spur line now;

(g) the Environmental Impact Assessment of the project is not yet completed and the Hong
Kong community has no opportunity up to now to see the results of that assessment;

'h) development potential exists for Long Valley to benefit the Hong Kong community as a
whole through the maximization of its ecological value and ransforming it into a resource
for biodiversity conservation, public education, tourism and job creation.

Long Valley is ecological important because of the unique combination of a number of factors
viz. (a) it functions as a freshwater wetland, (b) it has minimal habitat fragmentation, (c) it has
low levels of human disturbance, and (d) it has a high degree of micro-habitat diversity. Being
at the high end of the food chain, bird diversity is well recognized as an indicator of biodiversity
and the state of health of the environment. Over 210 species of birds have been recorded from
Long Valley since 1993, which is almost one half of the species recorded in Hong Kong. Out of
these species, three are Vulnerable and ecight are Near-threatened by global standards. Four
species have populations of regional importance. Three species, including the extremely beautiful
Painted Snipe, have restricted ranges in Hong Kong. Indeed, Long Valley is believed to be the
last viable habitat for Painted Snipe after the destruction of its favoured habitat in Kam Tin by
West Rail works. Long Valley also contains three species of birds with rapidly declining
populations, including Pheasant-tailed Jacana, another bird that depends on wetland habitat.
Furthermore, Long Valley holds locally important populations of ten other species. Therefore,
there is no question about the ecological importance of Long Valley in Hong Kong.

There used to be extensive areas of similar habitat in the northwestern plains of the New
Territories. However, plains in Shek Kong, Kam Tin, Ping Shan, Ha Tsuen, Tin Shui Wai,
San Tin, etc.. have successively succumbed to disorderly encroachment of container parks,
dumping grounds and so on. If Long Valley is lost, it is not possible to find a replacement. It
will be a loss forever.

As mentioned above, Long Valley has auained its high level of ecological importance because
it does not suffer from habitat fragmentation. The proposed spur line cutting through Long
Valley will do the [ragmentation job. It is therefore not acceptable.

The Hong Kong population lives in a crowded urban environment and is badly in need of
apportunities that would allow them to get in touch of nature and enjoy the pleasant sight of
open space [illed with natural life including both plants and animals. Birds are what most
people associate with easily and happily. Long Valley provides that kind of opportunity. The
open space at Long Valley with its contents in the form of birds co-existing harmoniously with
traditional farming therefore is a valuable asset for Hong Kong. The proposed location of the
spur will destroy this asset and so is not acceptable.

The Chief Executive of HKSAR has recently announced in the policy address a commitment to
the practice of sustainable development. The public consultation document on the subject
clearly indicates "biodiversity” as one of the eight guiding principles for sustainable development.
The proposed route of the spur line will destroy the value of Long Valley in terms of biodiversity.
Therefore it contravenes the publicly proclaimed policy of the HKSAR Government.

The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society has examined possible alternative routes for the spur line as
well as the West Rail Phase 11 line. The latter line is found in figures given in the public consultation
document on Development Proposals for Kwu Tung North, Fanling North and Ping Che/Ta Kwu
Ling, We show in the attached map "A" two alternative schemes. The total length of the new tracks
in alternative "1" (AB + CD) and that in alternative "2" (A’B" = C'D") are both about the same as
that of the proposed routes crossing Long Valley, Indeed alternative "1" is the shortest of the three,
Because the two alternatives we offer allow the railway to run on the ground in most places, there
will be no need to build elevated viaducts for the railway tracks,

They will therefore be cheaper options. Thus we see that it is possible to construct the proposed
spur line without destroying the natural habitat and biodiversity at Long Valley, and possibly
saving some money too, There is no reason why the Hong Kong community should pay the
double price of (a) a more expensive railway line and (b) the loss of a piece of ecologically
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valuable land. Adoption of the alternative routes, preferably alternative "1", will be a 3-way

win-win situation for the natural environment, KCRC and the Hong Kong community.

As a matter of general principle in governance, we find it extremely odd te see the spur line
pushing ahead while public consultation about the Planning and Development Studies on
North East New Territories is still going on. We believe in the genuine sincerity of the HKSAR
Government in conducting such consultations and hope that that sincerity is fully reflected by
putting the spur project in perspective, that is, as part of the public consuliation mentioned
above. Thus, it is inappropriate to allow the proposed spur line to go ahead at this time,
especially since it would cut through and effectively destroy a piece of irreplaceable land of
high ecological value.

In the same spirit, we object to giving the go-ahead to the proposed spur line as it is presently
located when the Environmental Impact Assessment is still going on.

Finally, we would like to point out that by maximizing the biodiversity of Long Valley and by
the introduction of appropriate management strategies, potential exists to wrn Long Valley
into a site that would make useful contribution to the welfare of the Hong Kong community. It
could be transformed into a resource for biodiversity conservation, public education, tourism

and job creation. (The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society, as a responsible locally-based
organization concerned about the overall well-being of Hong Kong, is in the process ol preparing
a proposal along this line for presentation to the HKSAR Government.) To let the proposed
spur line as it is located now to proceed would be to forfeit this opportunity, This would be
doing a disservice to Hong Kong.

Based on the above discussion, we object to the location of that segment of the spur line between
Sheung Shui and Chau Tau which will cross "Long Valley". We shall be happy to discuss further
with the Administration in relation to this objection if you so wish, To contact the Society quickly,
please communicate by fax (23693606) or by e-mail (chairman@hkbws.org.hk.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Ng Cho-nam

Conservation Officer

Suggested alternative route
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15/12/1999
Open Letter to Fellow Citizens of Hong Kong and on-line signature

campaign for protecting the Long Valley
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Hong Kong Bird Watching Society
Open Letter to Fellow Citizens of Hong Kong.

To: Fellow citizens of Hong Kong

From: Hong Kong Bird Warching Society

Date: 15 December 1999,

Dear Friends,

The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society wrote formally to Secretary for Transport on 7 December

19949, objecting to the construction of the KCRC Sheung Shui = Lok Ma Chau spur line across the
Long Valley flood plain. This is only the second time the Society has raised objections o the
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Government regarding the destruction of natural habitat in its 42 vears of history. I would like
to explain o you why we did it. Furthermore, I urge you to write in your own capacity o the
Hong Kong Government to express your conceri.

Long Valley is about the size of one to two Victoria Park and is the last remaining picce of land
representative of the fload plain in the northwestern part of the New Territories. Since the 19707,
we have seen the loss of Sekkong, Kam Tin, Ping Shan, Ha Tsuen, Tin Shui Wai, Fairview Park,
San Tin, Lok Ma Chau, etc. The natural habitat in the once extensive plain is now on the verge of
disappearance.  Birds dependent on the diversity of micro-habitats in the freshwater wetland
environment of the plain are driven to a corner and there is nowhere to retreat further. Once Long
Valley is gone, there is no replacement in Hong Kong. Open plains, leisurely farming practices,
harmonious co-existence of Man and Bird - these will become faded images in the memory of the
older generation and unimaginable things in the mind of the younger generation. Natural and
cultural heritage will evaporate. Could we sit back and let it happen?

Long Valley is unique. More than 210 bird species have been recorded here since 1993, nearly
half the Hong Kong list. Three of the species are vulnerable and eight are near-threatened by
global standards. OF the rest, four are regionally important, three have very restricted range in
Hong Kong (such as Painted Snipe), three are rapidly declining, and eight have locally significant
populations at Long Valley (including several Snipe species).

Experienced bird watchers wypically score more than 50 species at Long Valley during each
visit, Novices could also easily score 40 species under guidance. Those who have travelled 1o
Europe or North America will know that such concentration of bird species in a small place like
Long Valley is truly incredible.

Obviously, once Long Valley is lost, birds will suffer and so would the biodiversity of Hong
Kong. The Government is promoting "sustainable development". Biodiversity is one of the
eight guiding principles. Allowing the railway to pierce into the heart of Long Valley is indeed
sad and miserable.

The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society considers that alternative routes exist for the spur line
and that there is no reason why it must penetrate into Long Valley. The alternative routes
avoid the flood plain and we estimate that the cost of construction of the line would therefore
be cheaper. Leaving Long Valley alone will be a three-way winning formula for KCRC, the
public and the natural environment. We have presented this point to Secretary for Transport
in our objection.

Unfortunately, there are more threats than the spur line. In plans published by the
Government in connection with the Planning and Development Study on North East New
Territories, the Fanling Bypass (a highway) and West Rail Phase Il (a railway) will enter Long
Valley from the northeast and fragment the plain COMPLETELY. The Stwudy is at the moment
going through public consultation. I sincerely urge you to write to Planning Department
in your personal capacity, 10 say why Long Valley is important and to state explicitly your
objection to the penetration of roads and railways into the plain, When you write, please do
ask for an acknowledgement of receipt of vour letter and state your address, so that they know
that ohjections are coming from all corners of Hong Kong. Also, please copy vour letter to
Seeretary for Transport, Secretary for Planning, Environment and Lands, and the Hong Kong
Bird Watching Society (addresses below).

The Hong Kong Government is a responsible and listening government. The objection raised
by the Society against Fairview Park in the early seventies led to the declaration of Mai Po
Marshes as a protected nature reserve and its eventual designation as an internationally important
wetland under the Ramsar Convention. It has also raised the public’s awareness of the importance
of wetland and conservation. If we work hard enough, 1 am sure that Long Valley will be here
to stay and that our people will appreciate even more the value of the natural habitat and the
joy of sharing our world with birds.

Finally, I would like to invite you te read an article written by Matthew Kwan, one of our young
members, after a visit 1o Long Valley in September this vear. (You will see a couple of his bird
sketches in the autumn issue of the bulletin,) If you do not read Chinese, briefly, he said:
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"I 'went to watch birds at Long Valley with my father. It was five minutes from Sheung Shui. The
fields were green and beawtful. [ saw many birds: Pintail Snipes, impressive flock of Black-winged
Stilts, Wood Sandpipers [eeding near a pond, Fantail Warblers, and finally the striking Painted
Snipe resting near the water's edge.
Bur the natural habitat will be destroved by the railway soon.  Birds cannot breed there! I is sad!"
The place opens up his vistas; the birds give him the joy of life. How could we let Long Valley
disappear? How could we deprive Matthew and childeen like him the right of such enjoyment and
force them to grow up in the confines of the urban concrete jungle?
Please, pick up your pen and write!
Yours sincerely,
CY Lam
Addresses
Planning Department Sub-regional Planning Section,
Planning Deparment, 16/F, North Point Governmemt Offices, 333 Java Road, Hong Kong,  Fax: 25228524, E-mail: stpd@pland.gengov bk
Secretary for Tramspon
Transport Bureau, Murray Building, Garden Road, Central, Hong Kong. Fax: 28684643,
Secretary for Planning, Environment & Lands
Planming, Environment & Lands Bureau, Murray Building, Garden Road, Central, Hong Kong. Fax: 25245295,
Hong Kong Bird Waching Society
GPO Box 12460, Hong Kong, E-mail: hkbwsi@ hkbwsong hk
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HKBWS has designed a website on "Save Long Valley", introducing the importanee of Long
Valley, updated information, a collection of newspaper and Society action. It has also included a

section of getting the support of webpage visitor, by name collection on the internet. A total of 43
endorsement signatures have been collected,  Detail of information can be refer to hup://www.
hikbws.org hk/lvalley.himl (English version
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HKBWS and WWFHK together "Take a Closer Look at Long Valley" otganized the "Take a Closor
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With the aim to introduce Hong Kong students to this picce of wetland, to help them understand e wiw |

the close relationship between freshwater wetland and birds, as well as ecology and local cultural
characteristics, The Hong Kong Bivd Watehing Society and World Wide Fund For Nature Hong
Kong co-organized a "Take a Closer ook at Long Valley" field visit on January 8, 2000, It
attracted more than 60 participants, including school students, teachers and mass media, Through
this trip, we succeeded in encouraging students to swdy the importance of biodiversity in Hong
Kong. 1o reflect on problems that the environment faces and express their views.
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JEd - HKBWS has received
views and comments from
Source: Bulterin of the Enviconmencal students on Long Valley issue,
Campangn Comemittee No [ please see pages 38 10 41,
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Planning and Development Studies on NE and NW New Territories
Views of the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society

ZiERE AN EH RIS 0ER

Planning and Development Studies on NE and NW New Territories
Views of the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society

Introduction

I. These views are submitted in response to the call from the Director of Planning for public views
on the initial land use proposals formulated under the first stage of the two studies. The views
are based on information available in the consultation digests issued by the Planning Department.

Basic selection criteria

2. The HKBWS welcomes the inclusion of "protection of high quality ... ecological ... resources...
" as a basic selection eriterion in the studies.

3. The Chiel Executive of the HKSAR announced in his 1999 policy address that the government
will embrace the concept of sustainable development in the future. The maintenance of biodiversity
and natural resources is a key guiding principle of sustainable development. Both are aspects of
ceology, Thus the protection of ecological resources falls in line with the adoption of sustainable
development as the foundation of HKSAR policies,

4. The concern of the HKBWS is that this declared selection criterion for the studies is apparently
not reflected in the proposed development plans, especially that for Kwu Tung North which will
be the focus of this Society’s comments.

Planning principles

5. 'There is no reference to the protection of ecologically important sites in the list of principles, in
spite of a figure labelled "preserved wetland area” on p. 4 of the consultation digest on NEN'T.
The HKBWS considers that it is essential to have this explicitly adopted as a planning principle,
50 as to be consistent with the sustainable development concept.

Feasibility of the proposed plans

6. The consultative document states that "ne major problems have been identified”. The HKBWS
would like 1o point out that a major problem exists with the proposed development plan for
Kwu Tung North, in respect of the transport infrastructure planned east of the town.

The problem

The consultation digest presents the Sheung Shui - Lok Ma Chau spur line as a fait accompli.
The Society contends that the exact location of the spur line should be a subject of further
deliberation. The route of the spur line as shown in fig. 11 on p. 7 of the digest passes through
the heart of "Long Valley", the flood plain bounded by Ho Sheung Heung to the north, Yin
Kong and Tsung Pak Long to the south and the KCR railway to the east. It would fragment
and destray a site of high ecological value, contrary to the spirit of the basic spirit of protection
of sites of ecological importance. The HKBWS has lodged a formal objection to this route,

=1

under the provisions of the Railway Ordinance.

8. On the same ground, the HKBWS objects to the indicated location of the proposed Fanling
Bypass and West Rail Phase within the Long Valley.

9. The HKBWS is concerned that under "Kwu Tung North" (pp. 5 - 11}, the consultation digest
makes no reference 1o the Long Valley and that there is apparently a lack of recognition of its
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ecological importance. We were nevertheless heartened by Mr Gordon Siu, then Secretary for
Planning. Environment and Lands (now re-titled Secretary for Planning and Lands), making a
public remark on 19 November 1999 that Long Valley was an ecologically important site and that
it would be preserved. We hope that this viewpoint of My Siu would be incorporated into the next
stage of the NENT study.

10.

Briefly stated, Long Valley is the last remaining picce of land of any significant size representative
of the natural habitat associated with the once extensive flood plains in the northwestern part of
the New Territories. Once it is gone, it is not replaceable because there is now nowhere else 1o go
further upstream.  This type of natural habitat provides the stage for a diversity of life forms to live
and breed and is a major source of biodiversity in the territory. More than 210 bird species have
been recorded here. More detailed discussion on the ecological importance of Long Valley is
given in Annex A.

11. Long Valley is also a site of great heritage value. Traditonal wet agricultural practice is sull alive
here, co-existing with the natural wildlife in harmony.  While we local people might sometimes
take it for granted, this s exiremely siriking in the eyes of overseas visitors, Annex B gives a
collection of sample remarks about Long Valley made by foreign visitors who have been there, It
is clear that the place provides a vivid and impressive picture of Hong Kong's agricultural past as
well as a natural habitat for a diversity of birds and other forms of life, Tt is a major resource lor
eco-tourism with a heritage sideline.

12, Long Valley is a site of great education value for students, in terms of appreciation of nature and
the traditional way of Hong Kong life, which is essential to the healthy upbringing of our younger
generation, We have collected some writings of local children to illustrate the impact of a visit of
the place on their thinking and how they value the experience. They are given in Annex C.

13. Noting the ecological, heritage and educaton value of Long Valley, HKBWS considers it essential
for the benefit of the Hong Kong community as a whole to preserve the open flood plain - wetland
characteristics of Long Valley, The construction of highways and railway lines across the plain as
illustrated in the consultative digest will be a major problem, The scheme will destroy the
charactenstics by fragmenting the habitat 1o the disadvantage of birds and other forms of life and
by changing the open landscape which now forms the foundation of its aesthetic value,

HKBWS Proposals

. The HKBWS urges that the railways and the Fanling Bypass should be located out of Long
Valley. Potential alternative routes are sketched in Annex D. These alternative routes would
result in no increase in the length of the highway and that of the spur line and West Rail phase 2
taken together, Itis a 3-way win-win situation for the natral environment, KCRC and the Hong
Kong community.

15, The HKBWS further recommends thag

fa) Long Valley should be zoned, such as a "Conservation Area”, in a way that would ensure the
protection of its ecological value especially in terms of biodiversity,

b Government should adopt a proactive policy to manage Long Valley to maintain its inherent
inland wetland charactenstics, with its tradiional muluplicity of micro-habitats, so as 10 maintain
and il possible 1o maximize its ecological value in terms of biodiversity,

16. A significant amount of natural habitat in the NENT and NWNT study areas will be destroved to
give way to the Strategic Growth Areas and associated transport infrasteucture. Thus, there is a
need 1o mitigate for this loss. This adds 1 our argument lor the proposed zoning of Long Valley
with an ecological objective.

17. The Hong Kong population lives in a crowded urban environment and is badly in need of
opportunities that would allow them to get in touch of nawre and enjoy the pleasant sight of open
space filled with nawral life including both plants and animals. And birds are what most people
associate with easily and happily, Long Valley provides that kind of opportunity. The open space
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at Long Valley with its contents in the form of birds co-existing harmoniously with traditional
farming therefore is a most valuable asset for Hong Kong. To build the spur line across the plain
will be sacrificing this common long-term asset for the narrow gain of a commercial operation. To
set it aside for the greater good of the Hong Kong community will be the only appropriate way
forward.

18, On "developing" Long Valley, the Society considers that by maximizing its biodiversity, there is great
potential for developing the area into a Nature Reserve comparable to Mai Po. The difference is
that Long Valley will be representative of an inland wetland habitat rather than a brackish water
habitat, and that the geiwai shriimp farming at Mai Po is substituted by waditional wet agriculture.
With careful management. it would become a resource for biodiversity conservation, public education
in nature and heritage as well as eco-tourism, There is significant prospect of job creation too.

19. For Kwu Tung North residents, the existence of a natre reserve next door will be a pride for the
new community. 1t would provide open vistas, sense of affinity to nature, pleasure of secing free-
flving birds, liveliness beyond the mechanical routines of urban living, and the moderating effects of

a wetland on the otherwise urban climate of an inland town.

Hong Kong Bird Watching Society
13 January 2000
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Annex A

The Ecological Importance of Long Valley

Long Valley is ecological important because of the unique combination of a number of factors viz.
[al it fanctions as a freshwater wetland, (b) it has minimal habitat fragmentation, (¢ it has low levels
of human disturbance, and (d) it has a high degree of micro-habitat diversity.

Being at the high end of the food chain, bird diversity is well recognized as an indicator of biodiversity
and the state of health of the environment.  Over 210 species of birds have been recorded from
Long Valley since 1993, which is almost one hall of the total number of bird species recorded in
Hong Kong. Out of these species, three are "Vulnerable” and seven are "Near-threatened” by
global standards. They are:

Vulnerable - Greater Spotted Eagle, Imperial Eagle, Japanese Yellow Bunting
Near-threatened -Schrenck’s Bittern, Black Valture, Grey-headed Lapwing, Asian Dowitcher,
Japanese Waxwing, Red-hilled Starling, Chestnut-checked Starling

In addition. four species have populations of regional importance. Three species, including the
extremely beautiful Painted Snipe, have restricted ranges in Hong Kong. Indeed, Long Valley is
believed 1o be the Tast viable habitat for Painted Snipe after the destruction of its favoured habitat
in Kam Tin by West Rail works, Long Valley also contains three species of birds with rapidly
declining populations, including Pheasant-tailed Jacana, another bird that depends on wetland
habitat, Furthermore, Long Valley holds locally important populations of wen other species,

There used to be extensive areas of similar habitat in the northwestern plains of the New Territories.
However, plains in Shek Kong, Kam Tin, Ping Shan, Ha Tsuen, Tin Shui Wai, San Tin, etc.. have
successively succumbed to "development”, some planned and some disorderly and un-controlled
such as encroachment of container parks, dumping grounds and so on. If Long Valley is lost, it is
not possible to find a replacement. 1t will be a loss forever,

Annex B
A Sample Collection of Views about Long Valley from Overseas Visitors -

Full wexts of these and other views submitted by overseas visitors are kept by Hong Kong Bird
Watching Society. It may be made available w the government on request.)

Mark Beaman, Managing Director, Birdquest, UK (Mr Beaman is the pioneer of bird tours;
Birdquest is the unquestioned premier bird tour operator in the world)

Long Valley is the last remaining almost unspoiled rural lowland arca in northwestern New Territories,
and as such has become a precious resource that Hong Kong would do well 1o treasure,

Not only daes Long Valley provide a vision of how all rural Hong Kong once was, but even more
importantly it has become, by default, an important wildlife environment in its own night. It should
be preserved, both for the interesting birds and other ereatures that still survive here, and which are
becoming extinet in Hong Kong through massive over-development, and because of its value as an
environmental and educational resource for both local people and overseas visitors.,

Whenever we take our birdwatching groups to Hong Kong we always make a point of visiting Long
Valley, and everyone we take there finds the area a ranquil oasis after the noise and pollution that
is now so prevalent in much of Hong Kong. The area is vich in birdlife: we often record 40-30
different species in the arca in a relatively short time. including the endangered Greater Painted-
Snipe Rostratula henghalensis. When one considers how close this area is to urbanized areas, such
viches are truly remarkable,

I would urge all appropriate authorities in Hong Kong to think twice helore allowing the last
significant area of valuable agricultural lowlands and small wetlands in the northwestern New
Territories to be destroyed.
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Nial Moores, Seoul, Korea (Mr Moores is an ecological planner and an advisor 1o the Korean
Tourist Board)

The area is excellent for many species of freshwater wetland birds - and is clearly an extremely
important area of wetland for maintaining Hong Kong's regional biodiversity,

Considering the attractiveness of the area o various pipits and snipe species (which we failed to
locate at other sites in Hong Kong) it would be a very significant loss 1o Hong Kong - and its image
as an environmental leader - if the area were to be further degraded in any way,

All the best in your efforts to conserve the area,

Debbie and Tadd Ottman, USA (widely ravelled ex-residents of Hong Kong)

Yin Kong offers a living picture of an agricultural past, a sample of village life, and a ecological
habitat that differs importanly from the country parks and Mai Po, It represents-a balanced
blending of wild creatures and agricultural people; this is a balance achieved over hundreds if
not thousands of years. Both the birds and the agricultural way of living would be ol interest
to foreign visitors, ... in Yin Kong ... members of that agricultural community have held on 1o
past practices on the land while the world was changing around them, Vast wracts of similar
land have been converted to other uses. ... the concentration of species on the culturally
preserved region has led to it gaining an especially high value as ecological habitat. It deserves
recognition as a natural and cultural heritage site. even if not on a world scale. Its social value
should be defended by policy that protects it and educates visitors and locals alike about the
factors that make the place so special.

Daniel and Alysia Heintz, France (visitors to Long Valley in 1997,

My wife and I were struck by the diversity of habitats which offered shelier and food for a number
of bird species. We saw many birds, e.g. Pintail Snipe and Spotted Munia which we saw nowhere
else in Hong Kong.

Also of interest was the contact with traditional agriculture and ways, the beauty of the landscape -
an evocative suceession of ponds and high grass - which provided us foreigners with an interesting
contrast to the more modern aspects of Hong Kong.

Phyllis Graydon, Canada (visitor to Long Valley in 1999)

... But the not so well advertised arca known as Long Valley came as a delightful surprise. To find
this farmland with ponds, drainage ditches, crops and open space in the north west part of the NT
was a real bonus - a precious tiny gem in heavily developed and developing

arca [KCR - massive intrusion].

The open farmland vielding vigorously growing lush produce and the water provides a rare habitat
for many species of birds likely 1o be found elsewhere. The concentration of species in such a small
arca is a bird watcher’s delight!

This treasure of Hong Kong - Long Valley must be saved from future development and protection
for all the species which breed here, and all others which find rest and food on migration. Ideally

the area could host birding trips and positively impact a sector of HK’s Tourism Industry. Avid
birders are eager to escapes 1o caches such as long valley.

Annex C

Collection of Writings by Local Children after Visits to Long Valley
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Annex D

Potential Alternative Routes for the Railway Lines and the Fanling Bypass
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Alternative A
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Alternative C

15/3/2000

Representative of HKBWS interviewed by Highways Department
and KCRC

Rt XBRBHERN KHEZ M F

HKBWS Socicty representative (Dr. Ng Cho Nam, Mr. Mike Kilburn, Mr. Lawerence Johnson
attend an interview hosted by Highway Department and KCRC to present an objection to the
Sheung Shui - Lok Ma Chau spurline at Long Valley

KCRC is still determined to run the railway into Long Valley, But [rom their presentation, it was
abvious that the alternatives proposed by the Society were not impossible. Indeed it would even
appear that the northern alternative running north of Ho Sheung Heung would bea good choice.
KCRC could only quote fairly feeble reasons for not doing it, such as a government department not
allowing them to spend more than three months working at a certain site. They are suggesting that
Hong Kong has to give up a piece of land of great long-term value in terms of biodiversity,
conservation, public education, leisure activity, tourism, ete. because ol such a trivial cause.
Linbelievable.

We await a formal communication from government after this interview, The Society is unlikely to

retract the objection in view of the untenable arguments of KCRC. We could not agree 1o sacrificing
the long-term good for the public for the short-term gain of s commercial interest.
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Letter to Planning Department (extract)
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Content extract of selecred
letters by HKBWS members
and the public to the
Planning Department
according to the public

ion of the Pl 2
and Development Studies on
NE and NW New Territories,
which has copied 1o HKBWS.

[Ed. - These exiracrs are used
for informational and
educational purpose only|
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"Lang Vallev = what a wonderful
green rieasure is witten by M
M.M. Chan of Hong Kong
Tang King Po College, in reply
o the Chiel Executive on the
concery ol eavironnental
protection and the problem of
education i Hong Kong. It is
undesirabile to see our clildren
deprived of precious natural
environment, which, i fact also
a valualie educanonal reasure
that can help vonng people
broaden their views, earcicl
Lamily life. and place nrore
concernt on Jife forms.

[Ed. = The writer has submitted
this aritcle (o drvectors of
Edurarion Department and
Planning Department, Secrefary
far Transport, Secretiry for
Planning & Lands Burean, and
the Chief Executive’s Office of
HKSAR Govermment.

B RXfEEC O
W fr BFE  WHER
& - iAGEI R0 - R Al
S} R i A R T P
Riiyal



1 bl ‘AI':-_ ‘ W 11 1Y
A RR AL (R 3 AR A UK o R BEIE o AT VTN NE Y o RS 2
TR » ELAETIAZ ] o EAIE AR R AR B SR R B
SEE LT AP A S+ TR R R PR A AT T+ BRSBTS
(o B e AP S S 1A 5 S T LR BELINS oK Rk - R - SUR EAESE AR
i 555 e 0Rg !

BT A4S N - SRR HETG R RO 2 % PULBUL (GERUE - B RIER 2
TUR LI M 1 O RIS ROMEE T8 | B AT F Y (ERAPHS TR - WL R
o IR 2 ST R A M ARG T > RIERM (6] ABIERS !

BRIGEATLARRFR S [HlisE] CRW!

B ELBEAE W AR R AL A I 2 0% 2 & T R RO S IR ¢ T -
BT A AR o ZOAMATLUB R (e [0 - S2EHE | 0Y)RTmns > ¥ b El T LUK
PR A — AR A NS 2 BU UL IE A ME AT O ¢ A TSR
W 0 0 RORDE o BOREIT L o ol S R AR — SRR RS R -
BB - SRAIEA RN c WL —WE - EEES QS NERERE (HE] - A
6 L1 AT it S SRR+ AR HATRAT B A B — —BIER 2 — UL A T AR ¢

RS ERS TSEEAAA - R RE . AME A BIURS T
MM - (MM ? ML FMZ RN (22 - BEOMSBRMOZERN — 4
WL TR - AR T A RETHERE - BT - )RR —IRBEA T L
Al TN !

BT FRORSE B TR B A0BL £ RN - B TR L RS - BT MR R
2 i+ RS % 7 A 200 e S DL R € - — O R AR [ /) 2 B DA (Sl i
L 0 LA/ T3S RO - PRt FURRO S o W — PRI RS o
B TR A

PR S I e e S I R R R R R

Letter 2 fiff 2

"I am writing about plans to build across the Long Valley flood plan. 1 only became aware of these
plans during a recent visit to Hong Kong when 1 had a chance to visit Tsim Bei Tsi, Mai Po, Lok
Ma Chau and Long Valley.

Mai Po is in very good shape and all concerned who have been involved in helping to make this
world reowned site for wildlife deserve credit and thanks, T was associated in a small way with the
carly days of creating the protected area at Mai Po in the late 1950°s and later with the planning of
the present reserve in the 1970°s and the settin up of WWF Hong Kong in the 19807.

Many many other have worked hard (o bring this all to its present state and status. Hong Kong
Bird Watching Society and WWF Hong Kong have both played a major part in this but this success
is also greatly to credit of the Hong Kong Government working in partnership with the NGOs.

Long Valley is also a very precious asset. Even today it contains an amazing boidiversity. When 1
first knew this area there was not a high rise building in sight. T would not have believed that such
a place could still be biologically so rich an diverse, even with all the surrounding buildings. Itisa
remarkably valuable arca for birds and makes a complementary and important adjunct to the Mai
Po area. 1 saw nearly filty species there in early December. This is comparable to the species
recorded in the 1950'.

I very much hope that those concerned with future planning for this area can meet the concerns which
have been expressed by those in Hong Kong who care so much for the precious environment,"
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[Ed - Field Marshall Sir John
Chapple GCB CBE DL, a
member of very long standing. Sir

John was instenmental in

advocating for the designation of
the Mai Po Marshes as o peential
area in the 1970,

M Field Marshall Sir

John Chapple, GCR CBE DL
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Letter 3 fift 3

"...My wife and I are expecting a baby in a few months time. We sincerely hope that long Valley
can be conserved as it is now for my child (when grown up) to have the opportunity to enjoy the
values of the valley including, among other things, the 210 bird species, the unique landscape, the
traditional way of agriculture as well as the natural life of other animals and plants..."

"...Over the years, | have witnessed the destruction of the natural habitat to the north of the Valley
in order to make way for the construction of sewage channel. The birds that use this habitat have
already been concentrated into the remaining fragments. If this remaining fragments are jeopardized
further by the construction of the railway spur line, I am sure most of them will be squeczed out of
existence because there is nowhere in Hong Kong with the same habitat..."
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Lett 4

"...Following the Chief Executive’s last policy address, most people felt confident we would finally
see an end to the desecration of areas of natural beauty, but these plans for a KCRC spur line, a
Fanling by-pass and a West Rail line are all set to cross the same area less than twice the size of
Victoria Park..."

"...If no action is taken in response to residents’ concerns such as this one, then we will lose a unique
and valuable part of Hong Kong, which can never be replaced, no matter how much money may
be invested and we will demonstrate to the world that our government only lip service to its own
newly expressed environmental concerns..."
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Letter 5 {ifF 5
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The writer expressed lhis
grievance on proposed
development at Long Valley,
which destrovs not only habiat,
bur also cultural heritage and
health of community.  He
suggested that the Government
should leave this piece of farm
for environmental education, for
which our community and our

new generation back.



Letter 6 _fif} 6

" Hong Kong is unique in south China because it has managed to preserve much ol its natural
environment, giving a balance between human development and nature, Such a balance exists in
Long Valley but will be destroyed if these proposals are implemented..."
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Letter 7 fiiff 7
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Letter 9 _fiiff 9
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Letter 10 _f{iff 10

" ..Long Valley is one of the last flood plain in northwest New Territories. As an amateur birdwaicher

and an occasional visitor 10 the place, 1 found that the location supports a diversity of life forms,
including birds, inscets and other freshwater animals, 1t s a good place for the study of birds
including wagtails, stonechats and snipes. Above all, some birds that have very restricted ranges in
Hong Kong, such as painted snipe, can be found there. Building the spur line that cuts Long Valley
apart would irrecoverably destroy the habitat of those animals and is not a desirable thing to do,
especially for a government which is aware of environment protection issues.”

I fully understand the need for a bewer transport infrastructure in Hong Kong.  As a citizen who is
going to move to Tin Shui Wai, I can indeed benefit from projects such as West Rail that connects
parts of Hong Kong together. However, I do not want my convenience to be built upon this
significant destruction of the environment, and 1 believe that many citizens of Hong Kong would
feel the same. As 1 know, there are proposals of alternate route to your proposed spur line. [ urge
vou to take these proposals into consideration...”
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The writer appreciares the
goverument aceepts the
suggestion of moving the Fanling
Bypass northward, to enable a
sustainable wetland
enviromment. It is possibile that
analternacive rowte can alseo e
considered in location design of
the spur line, i ovder to protect
the wetland.

The writer rased that Chief
Executive announced
envirenmental concept,
however, sparline which is going
to destroy the environment and
threater the biodiversity of Hong
Kong.

The writer agreed that Long
Valley s a place which anraces
globally threatened species and
can’t be replaced.  However, it
is worrving that the spurline will
reduce the survival chanee off
these threatened species. He
conledin’t aevept these birds conld
anly be fonned in the ey i
the firture
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. Since 1993, mare than 210 bird species have been recorded at Long Valley habitat and are not
foune elsewhere in Hong Kong, This is an amazing total for a relatively small area, which emphasises
vet further its significance. ...Remembering the principles of sustainable development, 10 which the Hong
Kong SAR Govermment is committed, and the need to maintain biodiversity in Hong Kong, 1 urge you
most strongly 1o reconsider the routing of all three proposed infrastructure projects. In bird terms, Long
Valley is absolutely irreplaceable; none of us can aflord to let Long Valley go, and [ understand that
alternative routes are feasible and may well be cheaper. This really is the last stop..."
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s undersiood and conceded that the railway line has 1o be constructed to assist in solving the
wralfic/transport problem in the northern part of N'T. However, it is sad and languishing to hear
that the proposed railway line would fragment the Long Valley lood plan into paris.

1 myself was born and brought up in the NT. Except a small remaining portion, field and wilderness
in wet land had long been history as long as 1 can recall, The existence of the Long Valley flood
plan is unique and meaningful in terms of ecology and biodiversity of wildlife and the nature. In
every part of the wilderness, wildlife is vulnerable - disappearance of suitable living/breeding
environment and habitat means their destruction,

... The construction of the railway line may well be welcomed by some people especially the

landlords and the vegetable farmers. They would be compensated and could begin another walk of

life, Their well being would, to certain extent, he cared for by the authority. Regretably, once the
line was constructed, that will be forever for the scenic views, Different types of wildlife dependam
on the lood plan would become distinet in Hong Kong,  Are we entrusted 1o expect much from the

mercenary developer? "
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“... no mitigation measures can be guaranteed to succeed, The ecological important wetlands once lost
are difficult to compensate or restore. As case illustration is the section of Tai Lam Tunnel and Yuen
Long Approach of Route 3, the ecological mitigation measures at Au Tau Interchange are decmed to
fail. The compensated wetlands perform as abandoned lands rather than ceological functioning wetlands.
The compensation sites were dissected into several small picees of wetland by heavy traffic also discourages
the birds to make use of the wetlands, From site speculations, the wetland birds are replaced by the very
common and non-wetland species. Low vegetation coverage and lack of wetland plants further contribute

scare diversity of animals, Even il the mitigation measure is successful, the time lag between the lost of
important habitats and development of ecological functioning habitats stll exist. The populations of

species once decline is difficult 1 redevelop.

Forthly, the proposed spur line cutting through Long Valley will cause serious habitat fragementation.
Once the spur line intruses into such as silence and human nawre harmony place, the traftic noice
and the human disturbance will evenwially ruin the whole place. Many rescarches supported that
the trafic noise did have serious effect on bird populations. It is expected that several sensitive
species will be disappeared in shori-term. The edge effect and the impediment of genetic flow will
alfect the population and communities health in long term.

Finally, the decision-makers always neglect the environmental consequences afier the development.
Fishponds at Au Tau Interchange are a case in point. The developments of transport newworks
always foster the rapid development surround the road lines. It is not easy to find that many
fishponds along the Route 3 are drained or filled. The farming practices are no longer held.
Morcover, some of them have been sold to potential developers. Therefore, the habitat loss is
always greater than what we expected. "
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Letter 14 fiff 14
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Letter 15 fiff 15

*..This area is a unique habitat for Hong Kong and should be preserved for the environmental
benefit it provides for the fast disappearing fauna and flora of Hong Kong. It should also be
retained undeveloped so that the people of Hong Kong retain the opportunity 1o visit the area and
see, among other things, the diversity of birds species, many of which are now rare o both Hong
Kong and the region ..."
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Letter 17 fifF 17

" This really is a question of simply preserving within the lowlands of the north-west New Territories
some tiny amount of "space” for the birds and other wildlife which depend on such habitats, Is it
really not possible 1o arrange thing so that a relative tiny "green belt” can be maintained between
the existing urban development at Sheung Shui and the proposed on at Kwu Tung? s it really not
possible to preserved in a meaningful sense a part of our fascinating heritage of human interaction
with the natural world in that part of Hong Kong, for our children and for their children 1o
appreciate. We realise that developments such as Kwu Tung New Town are certain to go ahead.
Of course against a harmony with their environment, or at least in some kind of equilibrivm with i
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The writer deeply feels that the
lost of halwtat and emvaronment

will eventuallye bring abour loss
of space for leisure, Quality of
living cannat e replace by
building a “eopicd” natural
epvironment. do the Long Valley
catse, there are also temarks front
foreign visitors, showing that it
is it gereal Jows i we bose this green
wreasure. Do we really want our
next generation (o be sunk in
the computers. with a weak
bedy. or luving 1o go overseas
for a better eovironment?
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The wiater expiressed the concern
o Joss ol sunitabbe halvicae for birds.
For exaunple, pollation rechaced the
smnber of feeding gulls in Viceoria
Harbour, egrets feed m the diry
ditclies at Forn. Not onhe s the
living habsitait beirg rochiced. bt s
thewr fonoel sove, I imight ke thive
o five years o develop an area,
Derwever, it takies teris of vears for g
seturrad fualaitaet g0 develop. I Lo
Vallev 55 cestroned, we il e e
any chanice fo see these teatened
i sprevies again,
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However, if no consideration at all has been given w the preservation ol at least part of the fertile
and productive, but very casily altered lowland habitats that such developments have necessarily
replaced, then no real effort at mitigating the impact ol their construction can surely be said 1o have
been made. So much then for the reports we have read of the next gr‘n('r:ltinn ol New Towns, such
as Kwu Tung, being designed with environmental consideration in nind,

The ornithological riches of the area are well-documented, and these are not old data, but come
mostly from the last five years or so. When 1 first arrived in Hong Kong in the mid-1980"s this area
was relatively linde visited: in searching for birds we tended in those days 1o favour the apparently
richer swamp area at Ha Tsuen near Lau Fau Shan, and the smaller, but even more easily accessible
wet agricultural lands near Lok Ma Chau. Both these sites are now destroyed as wetland habitas,
as are other Shek Kong, Kam Tin and Tin Shut Wai, In fact as you know, were one to detail
smaller "areas” destroyed the list would be longer sill. Tt is livde wonder, therefore that the
attention of birdwatchers, and ol the birds themselves, has form the early 19905 onwards wumed
towards Long Valley, with its scasonally changed patchwork of vegetable fields and fishponds. ... "
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Letter 18 fiiff 18
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Phowo by: Henry Lo

WE  H

There are various wedland
halitars in New Territontes, for
example; Tin Star War whnch
wa place tor Oriental Skyvbark,
mow totally’ being destroved.
There are other wetlands rich
i commyon bivd species, which
have also been vained, This
veflected the real sitwation of
destruction of homeland of
wildlife, replaced by concrete
torest, gamebovs and cvber lite,
plaving our matural ervdronnent
hevond Iving,  The warural
CHVIEORMen! s a4 green freasore
o broader our view and life.
Uhe wrnter also orged the
afficials of the Planning
Department 1o reconsider the
propesal developnient ot Long
Valley, Gorden Siu's speech on
predecting the area, the Chiel
Executive’s announcement on

ststainalile development,



Letter 19 {iff 19

*...For myself and many nature lovers and bird watchers in Hong Kong, losing the Long Valley is
for sure a great despair as many of the similar areas were gone over the past years for construction,
maodernization and formation of satellite cities. 1f our natural habitat become extinet and where can
our birds live and stay in Hong Kong? Then Hong Kong may have lost its attractiveness to
travelers and to us, Hong Kong residents. In this new millennium, we see quality of life as one of
the important element for living and environmental concern is one of the major issue addressed in
the CEO plan so please consider about rerouting the highway and set the Long Valley free! ..."
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Letter 20 fi{fF 20
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Long Valley is an extant picce
of ecologically rich farmland in
Hong Kong. If the area is under
development, most of the wildlite
and bird will die through loss
of habitar. This contradicts to
the "biadiverisey®, "sustatmible
development” and “ecotourism”
promuoted by our government,
The writer hope our
Gavermment can reconsider the
developmental plan to reserve
and to avoid destruction of Long
Valley.



Signature Campaigns
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(1) Q.E.5.0.5.A. Secondary School #1731 52 fr 11 5%

Q.E.S.0.5.A. Secondary School has organized
a signature campaign to show their objection to
the proposed spurline between Lok Ma Chau
and Sheung Shui. 430 signatures, together with
articles form students, have been submitted to
the Director of Planning Department, with a
hope to urged the Government to re-plan the
spurline and 1o avoid destroving the freshwarter
wetland.  For students’ article, please refer 1o
page 38 to 41,
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(2) Hong Kong University of Sci and Technology it FHHE A%

Alecturer of Mathematies Department of HKUST
write to voice objection to the Secretary of
Transport to the proposed construction of the
Shueng Shui - Lok Ma Chau Spur Line as
published in the Gazete Notice No. 5774 dated 4
October. 135 endorsement names have been
collected and were sent together with the objection
letter o the Transport Bureau. Details of the
their objections are listed below:

- Long Valley is one of a few remaining natural
habitats in the Northern New Territories, It is
an ecologically important natural flood plain. The
loss of Long Valley is irreplaceable for Hong
Kong and we should save it for our future
generations.

- It is a natural habitat for wildlife and for birds in

particular. Long Valley is a place with an unusual

"biodiversity”, Because birds are at the high end

of food chain, so the number of different species

of birds is usually a good indicator of the level of
biodiversity of the area. It is well-known that
almost half of bird species (about 210) in Hong

Kong has been recorded in Long Valley,

compared to a total of about 1200 different bird

species in the whole of China,

Probably cheaper and viable alternatives exist as

suggested by some environment groups (Please

refer to the recent suggestion of alternative routes
by the Hong Kong Bird Wartching Society)

The current planning of the Spur line not only

cuts through the heart of Long Valley, but related

development in the on North East New

Territories such as Fanlng Bypass and West Rail
Phase I will enter Long Valley from the northeast
and fragment the plain completely.

The proposed plan has been given a go ahead
even though the public consultation about the
Planning and Development Studies on North
East New Territories and the Environmental

Impact Assessment are both still going on.

- In the recent policy address, the Chief Executive
of HKSAR has announced a commitment to
the practice of sustainable development in Hong
Kong and maintain Hong Kong’s biodiversity.
The proposed spur line contravenes the publicly
proclaimed policy of the HKSAR Government.
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Words from the Heart
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A trip of Bird Watching to Long Valley

Tsang Wai Ling (Q.E.S.0.8.A. Secondary School)

On 8th January, 1 joined a Bird Watching trip. Hong Kong Bird Watching Socicty and World
Wide Fund for Nature Hong Kong organized this activity. They chose Long Valley 1o be our
observing point.

Long Valley is the largest freshwater wetland left in the northwestern part of the New Territories. It
is a unique place where active farming activities are undergoing. There are more than 210 bird
species that have been recorded. Nearly half of the birds are in the list of Hong Kong. There were
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Article "Save Long Valley" by
Miss Tsang of Tang Hin
Memarial Secondary School. It
is the first time for heér to visit
this open space in Hong Kang,
She warried whether our
children can have any chance
to see this valuable piece of
habitat again, or just from the
photograph images, if the arca
has developed,  Can the
decision-maker place
comsideration on "canvenience”
and “conservation” again?

Mustration by Marthew Kwan

i

Article "Bird watching tour
- Long Valley™ a seudent of Tang
Hin Memorial Secondary
Sehool. She felt bird watching
and site visit can lead her to
appreciate the nature directly,
rather than from books and
imagination.  She s looking
lorward 1o visiting the place

again.
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really beautiful and funny, such as White-breasted Kingfisher, Some of them were very colourful.
Some of them had their own specific flying methods and sounds. There are the way to know that
what kinds of birds they are. On that day, I saw Chinese Bulbul, Crested Bulbul, Black-necked
Starling, Rufous-baced Shrike and Magpie.

Obviously, once Long Vallev is lost, birds will sulfer and so would the biodiversity of Hong Kong.
: g 3 ) g g
The Government il promoting "sustainable development”, Biodiveristy is one of the eight guidin
£ P ) § g
principles. Allowing the railway to pierce into the heart of Long Valley is indeed sad and miserable.
1 also do not want the Government to allow the railway to piece into the heart of Long Valley. This
) g )
will lead to increased environmental disturbance, which will affect the habitat of wildlife.  Many
birds will loss their homes and we also will lost a good place for warching birds and a chance 1o
g 1 £

enjoy the nature,

Wong Mei Tsz (Q.E.S5.O.8.A. Secondary School

We visited Long Valley on 8-1-2000 to take a closer look at the
life of birds. Long Valley is the largest remaining freshwater

wetland in Hong Kong. It is a unique place where active-farming
activities is undergoing. More than 210 bird species have been
recorded in there. Nearly hall of the Hong Kong lists.  lts
importance equals to Mai Po Marshes Nawre Reserve.

When I arrived there, 1 would just see a big farmland. There are
some vegetables that can be found in Hong Kong market but
seldom grow in Hong Kong, such as Water Spinach and Watereress.
I saw Watercress growing in the damp fields that are full of sludge.
Afterward, I will make the Watercress cleaner before T cat!

Because we did not have enough of binoculars, we couldn’t see the birds clearly every time. But
there are some kinds of birds that [ especially remember. One is Yellow Wagtail. [t has a yellow
zone on its eyes, like Ninja Turtles! Another one is Crested Myna, It has a large white under each
wing. It is very interesting when it {lies! After this trip, I know that different kinds of birds have

their own features. We can classify them casily.

According to the Government town plan, the construction of railways is going to go across the Long
Valley flood plains. Birds depend on the diversity of microhabitats in the freshwater wetland
environment of the plain are driven to a corner and there is nowhere to reweat further. Once Long
Valley is gone, there is no replacement in Hong Kong. Natural and cultural heritage will evaporate.
I hope that more Hong Kong people can understand the importance of biodiversity of Hong Kong.

Lok Ma Chau spur line

Chan Pui Ching (Q.E.5.0.8.A. Secondary School)

We need 1o get vour support to save the wild life!

On 8th_January 2000 afternoon, our group went to bird watching with 5 of our school teachers and
some members of the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society. The place we visited was Long Valley.
Long Valley is about the size of one to two Victoria Park and is the last remaining picce of land
representative of the lood plain in the northwestern part of the New Territories. In Long Valley,
there are more than 210 kinds of bird species according to a record in 1993, nearly half the total
number of bird species. Three of the species are valnerable and eight are near threatened by global

standards.

On that day. we watched many kinds of birds, e.g. Yellow Wagtail, White Wagtail, Chinese Bulbul,
Crested Bulbul, Rufous-backed Shrike. Black-necked Starling and Crested Myna,. We were very

Photo by: Henry Lui
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excited that we could see so many kinds of birds in the Long Valley flood plain. This can help us
understand the close relationship between freshwater wetland and birds, as well as ecology and local
cultural characterisues.

When we were enjoying bird watching, we heard a piece of unhappy news saving that a 7.4m
Kowloon-Canton Railway Corp (KCRC) spur line will cut through the heart the 25ha freshwater
wetland. The reason that why we were unhappy because we all know Long Valley is importam to
the birds, If the railway were built there, many birds would lose their homes that are to us more
important than the penctration of roads and railways into the plain,

The government claimed that the railway work is necessary because of the increasing population.
However, many people and green organizations (e.g. Hong Kong Bird Watching Society and World
Wide Fund for Nature Hong Kong.) object government’s development plan to build the Sheung
Shui-Lok Ma Chau spur line which cuts across the Long Valley Flood land. From the booklet,
"Take a closer look of Long Valley', we know HKBWS first made records of Painted Snipe at Long
Valley, last year’s data shows that there are only 20-30 of this bird are living in Hong Kong now.

We all know, if the government destroyed Long Valley. it would reduce the chance of birds survival.
50 our group is object the government’s development plan of building Lok Ma Chau spur line across
the Long Valley flood plain.
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Article "A birdwatching tour 1o
Long Valley" by Miss T.K.Ho
of QE.SO.85A. Secondary
School, She enjoyed the study
of birds and envirenment
through direct observarion. She
appreciated the freedom of ird
and wilddlife in this piece of lnd
that has stimulate her coneern
of "home", She urged the
government and Planning
Department to consider again
and not to destroy the "home"

far evervone of us,

Phote by: Henry Lui
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Comment from other countries (Source: Q.ES.O.S.A. Secondary School)
MEORFE | Fri A < (PRI AR )

Message 1

Dear Hong Kong!

We object the building of the Lok Ma Chau spur line across the Long Valley, We have a similar
problem in our town, Lund, in the part where 1 am living! The conflict is about that the community
wants to lower the waterlevel here at the bog of Nobbelov, to build a wunnel under a railway nearby.
This would probably result in the drying of the lake and  the three-arthesian wells with continuously
upcoming pure water for anyone to drink.

Some animal species you can find are lapwing, common snipe, oystercatcher, redshank, lark, pheasant,
partridge, marsh harrier, kite, buzzard, kestrel and for the moment a family of swans with around
almost fully grown young stocks.

Wishing vou good luck with the protection of the fauna and flora in your area! Especially as [ have
been to Hong Kong recently, and saw hundreds of (red?) kites-using the termals to gain height, |
would like 1o follow, what happens 10 Long Valley!

Cordially yours,
Birgitta
(From Sweden)

Message 2

Hello,

This is indeed a sad thing to hear but we must face reality no matter how harsh it seems and try o
be strong. It is when the wind blows strongest that we must stand tall and not let ourselves be blown
over by forces which seem so strong. Ler me say that life is not easy, but you already know that I'm
sure, so it’s important that one never feels defeated because it 1s when we give in and admit defeat
that the battle is over. Keep on loving the beautiful, majestic birds and pray that they will be spared
from pain and suffering. I am praying for you that whatever may happen the birds arc not killed
and that they may find another habitat however hard it may be.

By Natasha Hartling

(From Canada)
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Aricle "My views of the Long
Valley visie” by Miss Y.O. Lo ol
E.S.Q.8.A. Secondary School.
She was attraced by the large
vegetable field and the number
of wild bired that she had not
seen before. She telt sad thar
soctal development has capsed
various impicts (o natural
emvironment, Consideration fas
ta be placed between "better

" . PR
eqvar and

environment”, in order (o
achieve the aim of sustaimable
development.
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South China Morning Post 13/12/1999
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Link threatens bird haven
By Alex Lo

Bird-watchers have fired the first shot in a battle to save a flood plain that shelters half of Hong
Kong’s bird species,

The haven is threatened by a rail link between Sheung Shui station and a new terminal at Lok Ma
Chau,

The 7.4km Kowloon-Canton Railway Corp (KCRC] spur line will cut through the heart of Long
Valley - a 25ha freshwater wetland about 1.5 umes the size of Victoria Park.

The partitioning of the area - bounded by Ho Sheung Heung to the north, Yin Kong and Tsung
Pak Long to the south and the existing railway to the cast - will destroy natural habitat and threaten
at least 12 bird species.experts say.

In a formal letter of objection to the Transport Bureau on December 7, the Hong Kong Bird
Watching Society warned that the ecological value of the wetland, likened to an inland version of
Mai Po, could not be over-estimated and its loss was irreplaceable.

"The proposed location of the spur line will lead to fragmentation of the habitat, which is a well-
established cause of the collapse of natural habitats," it said.

"The destruction will be a major blow to the maintenance of bio-diversity, which is one of the eight
key guiding principles in the Government’s committed policy on sustainable development.”

The wetland is home 1o 210 species of birds, about hall of the known species in Hong Kong.

OF these, three are vulnerable and eight near-threatened by international conservation standards,
The rare Painted Snipe would become extinct in Hong Kong if the project went ahead, the society

says.

"Tt’s not too late to stop this. The rail link is still on the drawing board," society conservation
committee member Fung Po-kei said.

The bird-watching group has proposed two alternative routes - one passing north of Ho Sheung
Heung and one south of Yin Kong and Tsung Pak Long - to bypass the valley.

‘The Transport Bureau said it was checking public objections after a consultation period ended last
week, and it was too carly o say if the proposed route would be revised.
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Ming Paes 19712720000 reports the
theeats of the KCRC spur line
and Fanling Bypass to birds at
Long Valley. It announced the
HKBWS will submit a proposal
related o habitat protection and
overall heaith of the publie, It also
mentioned HKBWS has recenved
widespread support farm overseas
visitors who have visied Long
Villey befare.
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TVB News 8/1/2000
TVB

hetp:/ /203.80.96.30/ news/2000/0108/717_28k.rm (Chinese
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Long Valley of NENT fs. a
Nartural Wetland Habirar
Besides Mar Po, Long Valley of
the NE |

ew Territories s the

st narural wetland
in Hong Kong. Tt has a record
half of the nnmber of species in
Hoeng Kong. However, this bird
Iurven pow facing severe thivats
by the proposed developiment of
Kwu Tung and West Rail
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Apple Daily 9/ 172000 reports

the threat of the constructon of
Fanling Bypass and KCRC spur
ling. It abso reported that ACE
has endorsed moving the
proposed Fanling Bypass to the

_north of Long Vally, avoiding

destroving this valuable habitat,
However, the KCRC spur line
is still going ahead.

Orrental Daily 97172000 reports
the threats of the construction
of Fanling Bypass and KCRC
spur line. It wlso reported that
ACE has eadorsed moving the
propased Fanling Bvpass to the
narih of Long Vally, avording
destroyving this valuable habitar
However, the KCRC spur line
15 still goang ahead.
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TVB News 26/3/2000

http://203.80.96.30/news/2000/0326/j06_28k.rm (Chinese)
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Sing Tao Daily 27/3/2000
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KOCRC refused to change the
plan of spur-line passing through
the heart of Long Valley. They
nsisteed using fvover ralways o
avoid disturbance to birds,
Envirommental organizations
suspected the effectiveness off
such methiod

277372000 Sing Tao Daly
reported that KCRC is not
planting to change their routing
because of techmieal problems.
There are objections from
various sides, including a local
green group - The Conservancy
Association (CAL CA reflected
that although the govenmument
announced environmental
protection, it has nat pay enough
rﬂrJrI on {'”H.‘K'n'i"ill"l ISUes.



J5 R A B T 1A

AVHEY « Z M M R Lk 8 Il - ﬁ‘iiﬂﬂ?ﬁéf‘-‘ﬁ&mmﬁéﬁ’nﬂi J&H@%ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ?&
T o LAY ] AT G T R AR 5 LLOR B R

FUHUSE S S5 BRI IO KR - 57K R - ]

PRI REE A » AT A« RN A T SO R kB < T
B 5 ELAL e % R -

RO | A BEMTR - ﬁzxmﬂmﬁﬁﬁmmm“l
AL IERR I — L 7 A £ R UL R -

WA B AL [REM ] B AR SR ’H#{E?ﬁﬂfcm'ﬁﬂ
M - MR AN - (LR LR O - $$§E%‘~_____§~

R R KK K F R E N F K EFEEEFEE R FEEEEE R R REEREEEE R ERSEETEF R EFS

Al tern

27/3/2000
Alternative wetland rail lines reﬁzsed
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They include a rare breeding bird, the pa.lmed snipe, aud mvgral gimbally thma::n-cd spﬂc;.es such
as Schrenek’s bittern, imperial eagle alld red-billed 'mu'hng ps

South China Morning Post
AEPR

Alex Lo

Twa alternative rail routes to avoid dest
Mai Po have been rejected by the Kowloo

Long valley, a 25-hectare freshwater wedand near ‘iheung Shui,
half of the known species in Hong Kong:

A 74km spur line linking Sheung Shui to ;4 new rail tcl'mmal at Luk, a haaa topoaad by the
corporation will cut through the heart oi’ Long. Va]ley ) )

The Hong Kong Bird Watchmg Somt}f TIas wamr:d th:w wal] ‘1;
proposed two bypass routes to the north and south of the ‘drea-car-ma
corporation has already rejected both routes, ‘lrg'umg 'chat one to the: nmrlh
existing waste water treatment plan and a sla.ughl.erhal.'lsc b,

The one to the south would cost o m'l.lch-m. fand -mmpcnsaﬁdn.' e

An ccological impact study by

g:corporation has been subnﬁncd:ad'ih'cl'ﬁaﬁ}bﬁh;i&ﬁt-ai Protection
Department, but has not bqen ap) vl dlica Ve y o it

.-'o..., 8 e -

The Bird Watching Society qmql IE\WUM not wait but wrmld takc ;:s hg]mﬂw pubhc
[ 0

! Dcpm}mcn -‘-iﬁi_rlnuch public
geography professor Dr Ng Cho-

N

"We will no longer just argue. mﬂ\l\hc KCRC or the Trahspy
interest is at stake,” the mcaety'ﬁifdnmauon nﬂscer e
nam said. =

Upllllﬂll

£ construction
disturbance.

e
The corporation said two nearby temporary marshes wonld
and the spur line would be built on viaducts rather than at grmma
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Letter to the editor ZEEFEFEH wewmmmmmmmmm

South China Morning Post 20/12/1999

AEPHR

Unique ecological heritage can be preserved

In his presentation of the SAR Government's plans for "Pollution Free New Towns at Kwu Tung
North and Fanling North® on November 19, the Secretary for Planning, Environment and Lands,
Gordon Siu noted that the wet agricultural land at Tsung Pak Long would be protected as an area
of ecological and cultural value; a welcome promise.

This area, known to local birdwatchers as Long Valley, is the most important unprotected site for
birds in Hong Kong.

More than 200 species have been recorded here to date, including several species rarely, if ever,
found elsewhere in Hong Kong. These include the painted snipe, a very rare breeding bird in Hong
Kong and globally threatened species such as the imperial eagle, Schrenck’s bitern, and red-billed
starling.

The site, (which is between 1.5 and two times the area of Victoria Park) is also a must-see site on the
itineraries of overseas birdwatchers visiting Hong Kong and has been called an inland Mai Po by
one of these visitors.

Currently the KCR Corporation plans to build the Lok Ma Chau spur line from east to west
through the middle of the site and a road and another spur line from south 1o north, bisecting the

railway.

This would break the valley into several smaller fragments of much lesser ecological value, forever
changing its character as an area of open farmland,

Even though the KCRC plans to clevate the railway on a viaduct, there will still be serious disturbance,
both during and after construction.

The Hong Kong Birdwatching Society believes that, by careful planning and routeing, road and rail
disturbances to the site can be minimised, and the unique ecological and cultural heritage of the
valley can be preserved.

We would hope that it could be preserved as a managed nature reserve and agricultural protection
zone (a practice already in operation in parts of China} demonstrating how traditional agricultural
practices can be heneficial to Hong Kong's biodiversity, We hope Mr Siu and the Planning Department
will demonstrate that the SAR Government is not merely paying lip service to environmental
concerns and will make every effort to ensure that Long Valley does not suffer the same late as Kam
Tin.

“This formerly bird-rich area of farmland is rapidly being degraded to the point of destruction by the
development of West Rail, Route 3 and other roads, storm drains and a new town, with little
prospect of serious mitigation,

MIKE KILBURN
Conservation Committee
Hong Kong Birdwatching Society
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Painted Snipe chick (Long Valley) Painted Snipe (female) (Long Valley)
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Painted Snipe (male) (Long Valley) Lo KarMan
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