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The photo theme in this bulletin is “Resident and breeding Hong
Kong birds” including — because theyre cute- the breeding llamingos
in Kowloon Park.

50" anniversary™ nostalgia continues with lormer HKBWS Secretary
Clive Briffers account of birdwaiching here in the early 1970s, and
the fourth and final pan of Clive Viney's “The Bulletin - 50 years O™

Ruy Barretto has sent in his late fathers 1954 "Honorary Game
warden® Cenificate and raised the issue of whether there is any 219
century role for appointees of this type,

The Mai Po update is writen for the first time by new MPNR manager
Bena Smith. Bena has taken over from Lew Young, elevated 1o the
Ramsar Secretariat in Geneva, Switzerland. Lew was well-known
1o many birders for his common sense and good humour during his
17 years as Mai Po's Reserve Manager. I'm sure we all wish him
every success in his new posting.




in and l;v E-mail, but the E-mad x‘]cmsses o marny
nbers ars non-exdstent or out-of-date. To keep in touch,
ase provide your latest email address to us at
HbrwsBhkines ong.nk) or fax (2314 3678 during office hour),
] “Mambears Lt g Email”® at the subject ine
{We will also send Ine above massage out to membaers
accurats E-mall

You'll know we don't have
you If you don't get this message [)

ar

New LOOR for the HI HKBWS mame

‘.'n IT Group final

forts 1o restors it
wsing “Discus” softwa

uzsor-frinncy st of sub-i
easier. With nules for log-in names emoved, mar
02 have now re-appeared. Members o
quota for pos
Wik hkbws. org hi/BE: S

has finaly passed 1000, Member
a small gift to celebrate i

Number 1000 will receiv
memorabie milestona

|' one 8 |rm,g\=c* i

for County Wikdifie Trusts and the Royal Sociaty for P!‘J:o\,l?’\l
of Birds in the UK. He has been a keen naturalist and
birdwatcher since the mid-1980s

“Avifauna of Hong Kong” - a Free Gift to Members
In oeder to acknowledge the ongoing supEon of our MambIes,
a free git of the “Aiiauna of Hong Kong® will be given to those
who have renewed ther mamibership for a second year, Qualifisd
rrermibens ar requined to pick up the book n our offics (address
batin) cduring office hours.




Thanks to the generasity of members and friends, donations totalling HKDS 707,687 have been collected
up to 1 August 2008. Thanks again to all the following people for their help:

Ms Au Wai Yin 500 Mr Hung Lai Yung 500 Mr Martin Painfer 2,000
Mr Chan Chv Hung 500 Mes Hung Tsang Mei Yuk 200 Mr Michael Tumbul 1,000
Mr Chan Fook Kay 500 Mr Hung Tun Hai 300 Mr Mok Tal Chung 2,000
Mr Chan Hing Lun 8,000 Mr Ip Chi Kuan 200 Mr Ng Ping Tong 200
Mr Chian Ka Wang 200 Mr [p Kes Kong &S00 Ms Ng Wai i 200
Mr Chan Ki Ho 5,000 M John Edge 2,000 Ms Ng Yan Nar 1,000
Mr Chan Kin Chung 50,000 Mr Kam Wing Ling 1,000 Mr R.J. Black 1,000
Ms Chan Kui Wai 10,000 Mr Kung PingLeung 1,000 Mr Richard Lewthwaite 25,000
Mr Chan Ming Ming 10,000 Mr Ko Shui Sham 200 Mr Auy Bametto 5,000
Ms Chan O Sheung 200 Mr Ko Wing Hay 300 Mr Sham Tin Lung &
Mr Ghan Sui Hel 2,000 Ms Kwok Kwai King 10,000 Lee Wai Chu 5,000
Mr Chan Tso Yin 1,500 Mr Kwong Koon Wan 500 Mg Shum Teun Ling Winrie 500
Ms Chan Wal Man B5TT Mr Kwong Wing Lin 100 Ms Siu Mgam, Patricia 1,000
Mr Chan Yee Wo 1,000 Ms Lal Wai Bing, Sylva 1,000 Mr S Tung Ming 5,000
Ms Ghan Yin Fong 300 Me Lam ChiuYing 300,000 Ms Sa Lai Wah 200
Ms Ghan ¥in Ping 1,000 Mr Lam Fook Cheuk 300 Mr S0 Sy Hal 10,000
M Chan Chi Po 1,000 Mr Lam Hin Kwan 3,000 Ms So'Wai Yan 300
Mr Cheng Kam Yuen 300 Mr Lam Hoi Yuen 500 Mr Suen Leung 100
Mr Gheong U Tan 1,000 Mr Lam Kim Han 1,000 Mr Tang Wing Shing 300
Mr Cheung Hung Hei  3.000 Ms Lam Kit Ching 300 Mr Ted Doleman 200
Mr Chiang Yik Man 1,000 Ms Lam Shust Fong 1,000 Mr Tim Woocward 5.000
Ms Chim YukMing 1,000 Mr Lam Wai Pang 1,000 Mr Tong King Lai 1,000
Dr Chol K i, Adexander 1,000 Mr Lau Shing Kwan 500 Ms Teang Wai Ping Amy 500
Ms Chol Weh 500 Mr Lau Wai Man 10,000 Mr Anthony Bemard Tee 5,000
Ms Chow Chee Leung 50,000 Ms Law Sam Mui 510 Ms Toe Lal Kwan 1,000
Mr Chow Hung Fal 100 Ms Law Wai Yos 400 Ms Tsol Kam Hing 500
Ms Chow Lai Kuen 3,000 Mr Lee Kal Yuen 5,000 Mr Wan Siu Ming 1,000
Ms Chow Lam Yung Tai 800 Mr Lee Kam Cheong 5,000 Ms Weng Lien Fen 5,000
Mr Chow SaiKeung 2,000 Ms Loa Mai Ling 2,000 Mr Wang Chak Cheong 2,000
Ms Chow Shok Yee, Irena 200 Mr Lee Wal Hung 500 Mr Wong Chiu Shu 100
Mr Choy Siu Hung 1,000 Mr Lee Wai To 300 Mr Wang Hung Kin 3,000
Mr Choy Yan Pul & Ms Lo Yuk Ying 5,000 Ms Waong Shes Chi 1,000
Ms Law Kit Yoa A0 Ms Leung Kam Sheung 200 Mr Wong Tak Sing 20,000
Ms Chwisting Choy & Mr Leung Kin Sun 200 Ms Wong Wai Ping 5,000
Mr Samuel Ha 10,000 Wis Leung Kit Ching 200 Ms Yam Kit Fing 1,000
Mr Chusi Kin Fal 3.000 Mr Leung Kwok Wa 200 Mr ‘Yam Tak Ching 2,000
Wr Fok Tung Ho 500 s Liung Yu Yk 500 Dr ‘Yau Wing Ho 10,000
Mr Fong Kin Wa 20,000 Ms Leung YuenLing 1,100 Mr Yip Wal Hung 2,000
Mr Francis Batson 300 Mr Li Hung Mo 1,000 Mr Y Kok K 100
Mr Fung Wing Yeung 200 Mr Lo Wai Ho 200
Mr Geaff Weich 1,000 Mr Lok Chun Ming 1,000
Dr Hau Chi Hang 5,000 Mr Lod Yow Thos, Joseph 100 In addition, Dr Cheung Ho-fai
M Henrylu 500 Mr Lun Kin Shing 3,000 donated the cost of shelving,
Mr Heung Hon Nang 1,000 Mr Ma Kt Wah 2,500 Michelle Kong and Chan Kin-
Ms Ho Hang Cheung 100 M Mak Chan Wha 100 chung supplied chairs, and
Mr Ho Kwok Hoi 500 Mr Maiocim Reeve Nunns 10,000 Eling Lee provided a water
M. Hui Wai Kim 1,000 Ms Man Wing Yee 1,000 cooler with a year's free supply

of distilled water.



To celebrate Fifty Years of the HKBWS, a series of HKBWS 50th Anniversary : An Evening with Friends
special activities was held at the end of 2007. For Datec 11 Dec 2007

the record, they are described below. Birdl#a ol Asta Division,
Shenzhen Bird Walching Society, Agriculture, Fisheries &

HKBWS 50th Anniversary Bird Watching Day G D Schimidt kot ki
7 Hong Kang Limited, Green Peace (China), The Consanvancy

sout 150 members and friends sation, Tal Po
ey, Kam Tin, Nam
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HKBWS 50th Anniversary Dinner
9 Dec 20
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HKBWS - Hong Kong Bird Race 2008

Date of Race: 19-20 Apr 2008
Racing teams
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‘Spansor of tird crystals Mr Enic Hau of Swarovskd

Hong Kong Bird Race 2008 President’s Cup & Best

Record Award

Racing Teams

Besra
DEB Itis
| DEB Tem

Nightiar

Rice, Wine, Chicken

Ona for All
Two-Meter High
| Seven Sisters
The Lark
| Ying Ying Shui Lang Jan
Blind Bunting

Team B

The Hwame

| Urocissa hongkongensis
Eight in One

| Black Kite
Watarbird

' Chik Soy Sauce
113 Secondary Sch
Guangzhou (1)
113 Secondary Schoal,
Guangzhou (2}

Esght to Four
Ma Ying Zu

Happy CBC

Number of
species

Best
Record

Bonelli's Eagle
Asian Barred
Owiet

Painted Snipe
Grey-faced
Buzzard

Jap
White-gye
Purple Heron
Ashy Minivet
Diotiartird
Great Bittern
Grey Treepie
Cinnaman Bit
Red-necked
Phatarope

Yellow-billed
Grosbeak

Japanese Yellow

| Bunting

Marcissus
| Fhye:

| Swinhoe's Egrel
|

| Great C rant
| Mountain Bulbul

Crested Serpent




149 species by the team of "Y;
5 Jan ch included; Wan P

The President’s Choice
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ve a large number of HKBWS publics
5 of bulletins for free distibution. Members are
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iowing dications:
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is primary duty has been to
ey Project

The Best Record:
sarm B - Rednecked Phatarope

ment for Long Valley has
ol 2 posters ilustrating the sceneny dnd birds found
n both summer and wi at Long Valley, Free copes are
availabla from the HKBWS office to those who send a rqu
with a seif addressed ameiape ( 13 X 10 inch ) stamped
a 3 dollars postage stamp




tion Activities 2

A Birds - A video ide K

_Mr Man Chup Ming (Creator)

This DVD, the fruit of more than four years of dedication by Mr MAN Chup
Ming, features : -

= Thae first bird guide in VD format, 80 minutes long

= Introcksces 100 common bird speces, inchuding lemaes, males, babyy
* In Mandarin, Cantonese and English with Chinese and Engiish sublities
*» Each DVD includes a *Bird Watching Hong Kong” leaflst and a CGD-
Rom produced by Swarcvski Hong Kong Limited to introduce

Century of Birds

Contents:

1. The DVD has been dhided inlo 4 sactions, beginning with:
Wiater birds — 50 common waler bind species and Land birds ~50 common
land bird species.

2. Forest birds feading on "Fed Hot Poker” trees ane a highight.
The most common species in the crow famiy and other black-coloured
birds are examined in a segment discussing the present slatus of House
Crow in Hong Kong,

3. Closa-ups of butterth blencect
wilh bird calls, insect calis, frog calls and ight music.

4, Tha "Sangs of Birds™ segment combines s5il photos of birds by Pefer and
Michelia Wong] with bird calis.

Price: Member; HKE66 Non-member: HKS88

Ssudent fbelow 18) or Senior Cltizen (above B5): HKS50

To purchase both *Episodes of Birds® (Man Chup-ming’s previous Sim)
and tha new A Century of Birds' at the same time: Memiber; HKS90  Non-
member: HKS100™

o o L




House Crow Nest

The Sockty was commissioned by AFCD 1o contuct o survey
af the wban House Crow poputation from mid Apl to rmid
Juby. Results will be relsased in'a fertheoming issua,

Terns Research Group Report - Alan Chan
Breading tern sunvéys continued this year at Mirs Bay and
the rock near Po Tol. Thene was ooly one successhul coloery
al Mirs Bay, Bird counts were similar to last year but all three
specias, namely Bridled, Black-naped and Rosaate managed
1o produce fiadgiings. Up to 120 birds were recordad at the
rock near Po Toi, with Biack-naped and Roseatis appeanng
in early July. Sadly this colony suffered from fraguent
disturbance by fisherman landing on the rock, Tha worst
happened on 13 July when 2 men wandered around and
picked up some eggs. Bird numbers fall immadiatety within
days and at ihe end only one Roseate chick could fladge.
Tha incickent was reportad 1o AFCD togather with a re-erabon
of our propaosal to ciose the four major tem istands during
e breading season. AFCD, howenver, would not Bsten,
Good mumbers of Black-naped and Roseate terns wera
found in Hong Kaong waters from late July = them were up
ta 200 to the south of Lantau and at ksast BO arcund the
Tolo Chenned. Thay probably came after breeding outside
Hong Kong. Mary photographens got good pictures of these
birds as they chased after ferries between Ma Liu Shu: and
Wng Shek Pior.

Research - n
Ag in previous years, ERG are conducting a temitony-wide
egratry count in 2008, Members are welcome to report
nesting colony sites to ERG at hkbws@hkbws org.hk,
Membears who ana inferested in understanding how to count
egret nests ane walcome o join the egratry count training
workshops in the fulure (dates 1o be announced)
{2) ERG have conduciad a governmant-funded study
raganding habiat use by nesting birds in Starling Inlst,
Talo Harbour and two nesting sfes in inner Deep Bay
during 2008,
ERG have plannad a visit to a nesting colony in Daya
Bay. Shenzhen. it is said that this colony falls within the
boundary of the nuclas power plant. The survey may
e 1o clarify the status of nesting Black-crowned Night
Heron in HK as i is suspeciad that this decing in the
risting poputation of Night Heron in Starfing inet may be
‘due to formation of & new colony nEry.

arch and Training R,

Swallows & Swifts Research Group

Since May 2008, our swifts and swallows research group
have caried oul 8 breeding Swifts and Swallows count,
Results will be announced soon.

Nature Conservation Management for Long Valley
008 - 2010) ~Vicky Yeuw

The Consenvancy Assodation and Hong Kong Bird Watching
Socty am now cooperating with 20 local farmers, managing
about 71,0004 of farmiand. Habitats inchude shallow water
habital, ess intensie wet agicutural land e, Water Chestrut,
Chinese Arrow-head, Paddy Rice and Lotus cultivaticn),
inbereshe wet agrcutiural land fl.e, Water Spinach and Waltar
Cress cultivation), Water Flea Ponds as well as Fish Ponds
A crop of Paddy Rice was planted in May. We will try 1o
protect some of the crops from birds and harvest as seeds
for rics planting et yeas. On the other hand, we have put
10,200 Mud Carp and 10,000 Goldfish (culthvated species)
into the fishpond in order to provide food for egrets and
herons in late Decamber when the pond i drained.




Around 31,000 mangreve seedings growng in a 40 hactars
area of inter-tickal ruciital wil be removed this Autumn. The anta
1o be cleared is located direct! pircd-watching
hétes &nd the aim of this work is 1o ensure an open anea of
mudfiat i avalable to walerords for roosting and feeding. and
also for visitors 1o enjoy unobstructed views of the mudfal

This work has been camed out annually sinco the 18680s and
each year a greater numiber of seedings need clearing; in the
last 10 years sone, tha quantity has increased 5-foéd. Also, due
1o il pecnation, the mudfiat i becoming higher and drier, making
#l incragsngly dificult for our staff 10 cany oul e work, However
without this clearance the mudial would quickdy Decome covered
by mangroves and the mudfial areas wher the birds rooet and
foed woukd be lost

This year, the work will be camied out from Seplember and
completed by the end of Ociober before wintering waterbirds
amive. At same time, AFCD wil continue to remove the exofic
mangove species Sonneralia spp. from areas closa 1o the
Snenghen River mouth, Thes work is vital 1o ensure tha mangnone
forests raman haalify and natural in the keng-term.

mmnwmmm Wmﬂ?‘ﬂw\ar\

Mai Po is being converted into: an altarnative high-tide roost
amea. The works are lange-scaie, bul naver-tha-lass going well
and axpectad 1c ba complets by Auturmn 2009,

Guwmmmowmumwm
decads and

fover 500) of feeding waterbirds, mos! notably harons, egrels

and Black-taced Spoonbill. Once converted into a high-tide
roast, Mai Po would loose its onty inter-tidal gei wai, 50 to
compensate, the neighbounng gl wal, no. #22. wil now be

handed the responsibiity on a tris basis. Gel wai W22 i of siméar
dimension 1o 821, but has the adventage of containing a langer
area of open water and being fess vulnerabie 10 dsturbance.
‘Wateribird Ussge will be monitoned over the 2008-009 winler pariod
fo assess its suitebdity and funclion as an iner-tidal ge wal.

Also of inerest to birdwatchers, gef wal #21 will be fooded
Ihroughout The winter 1o prevant vegetation growing Dack, and
this has great potential to attract duck. So from November |
recommend you take this time 1o visit these gel wal.

Buffalo Study

Ag & continuation 1o the 2006 buftalo study, which concluded
buffaio could maintain a bund vegatation height and atfract birds
sirmilar 1o manua mangsgament methods on fmshwalor ponds,
o second beast will now be addsd into the enciosune at Sub-
pond #24c. By increasing grazing préssure we nope to create
habitat conditions mor aftractve to Grey-headed Lapwing,
Greater Painted Snipe and Caitle Egret. Also the cantralised
read stands within the pond will be cleaned and the wiler-ievel
Iewvered 10 help “marshy”™ condiions develop, Bind and vegetation
dhaita will continua 10 be collected for the nesxt 3 years.

It you have any quastions about these works, then pleaso don't
hessitate to ask any of the WWF siafl ab Mal Po. You can contact
us by (2471 306} or by o ).
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The Bulletin 50 vears on (Part IV) - cive viney

1 the worst job in the Sociaty, Honorary
Secretary, and in the nineties the post changed hands
aimast monthly, However, in the Bullstin it was business
85 usual with Mike Chalmers reporting on the Breeding
Bird Survey, which finally looked ke being a success,
Jim Hackett told us about Ho Chung (whene it al started
for mej and provided a usehd map, Marin Hale wrote
of Big Bird Race 53, which the Stonechats won with a
record breaking 171 gpeces and CY repored seeing
Empercr Penguing on the Shacklston lce Shell, Record
cands could now be submitted in Chinese. Paul Leader
took over Raport on the Birds, which appeared in an
uncomforable systematic format.

Butletin No, 151 (March 1984 was necessarily trimmad
down as Liz Levan, the hardworking English Language
Bulletin Ediftor (a5 the post was now callad) had not been
wisll. She had dona the job for thres yaars and pleaded
for & volunteer 1o replace her, Pater Hophin kindly fook
over the post and usaed a new Word Perfiect format - Ming
Ming Chan was the Chinesa Language Buletin Editcr,

Conservation awards and grants wen awarded by the
Oriental Bird Club for studies in China and ragular
progress repons appeanad in the Bullatin, An exciling
davalopmant at Mai Po was the approval of a Sociaty-
funded boardwalk hide overocking Deep Bay, Mike
Leven wrote a rvating account of how On Fem Holdings
{alias Stonechats) won the Big Bird Race 84, which
ratsed HK$1.63 million. Two long awaited additions 10
Hong Kong's birding Rerature were the Chinesa adition

of Vinay, Phillipps and Lam (revewad by Cheung Ho Fail)
and David Diskin's privately published Bircing Hong
Kong (reviewed by Mike Turnbull). A rew series Birds
from vy Window was launched with articlies by Helen
Bennatt and Jermi Wong. The Buletin's first mystary bird
was an instructive line drawing of an Upland Pipd and
there was aven a speciaksl competition based on day
Ests of birds.

The departuns of 50 many old hands and the lack of a
parmanent secretary causad the Bulletin 10 enter 1ha
dotdrums. As ever, the essentials wens there such as
important Socioty news and announcements, bird news
{happily back in a chatty format), forthooming outings
and a few overseas repons that were easily included
from a foppy disc. During 1993 and 1984, local outng
reports had reduced to a trickle and by Bullstin 157
[September 1995) they stopped altogether. On the phus
sice, there were ragular meatings for beginners and the
Rty formed Omithological Society of China was looking
fior members.

Al last the Society had a Secratary, Wong Ah Ping
stepped into the breach.

The lonig hopad for RAMSAR designaion for inner Deep
Bay and Mai Po was finally declared by the British
Government on 4™ Saptember 1995, Twenty-Se years
of fighting had com 1o fruition but there was stil much
1o be done as Mal Po and Deep Bay were sarously




ihreatened on a sides by developers. Bulletin No. 158
{December 1995) alowed Eco-schemes Asia Ltd. to
state their case for imited developmant and Michael
Law responded, In tha foliowing Bullatin, three months
inter, Gary Grant of Eco-schemes answered Michas!
Lau's points and again Mchael was permitted space
to answer. Members were urged 1o state their views.
Saly, the arguments provoked no published response,
although it was known that within the upper echelons
of the birding community strong views for and against
wane hald. David Mehvills among others felt that without
compromise, we might find oursebves left with litte of
value but on the alher hand with my Governmant hat
on | had dealt with developers for almast 30 years and
thought this attituda naive. Scon battle ines would be
dirawn anvd knhes sharpened.

tion §
Bulletin MNo. 163 (March 1997) and 1

g ane following
were not only th last Bullsting to appear whilsl Hong
Kong was still a British colony but thay werne in a new,
neat AS forrmat. The front cover profassionally referencad
contents and stated who was whao in the Sociaty with
contact detals. Fichard Stott wrote poignantly The Las!
Four Years - A Chairman's View. Importantly, a8 meatng
was held on 1% June 1987 1o discuss ways to increase
Sociaty involvement in the consenvation of birds and
their habitat in Hong Kong and China. More and maore
regional bird books were appearing and these wera
puickly reviewed in the Buletin, MNo Bulislin was complete
without its dose of ovarseas bird repors but Jasper
‘s Qinghal; 25% - 12" October
1596 was special. A First Day Cover marking the Society's
407 Annhrsany was defributed to members - the thee
stamps attractivaly designed by member Miss Lee Yuk
¥ ek, Caries Ma wass constructing

Oiver the years, Bulleting contained many patch reports
Iut | rad never written of Mount Nacholsen whese | was.
Iucky encugh to ive for the past 18 years in a secluded
bungalow with a gardien and made daly widie noles,
| disciplined mysalf to make sense of my diaries and
produced the gratis beakist Mount Nichoisan 1978
1965, which | was permitted o review myself,

Crazy things wese happening with (e Bullstirs. Numbers:
158 and 160 were issued with the wrong year in the
heading and Bulletin No. 161 does not exist|

Unbalievably, Bulatin No. 160 contained my second
Sociely cbituary! This ona | was invited to write myssif
and it was publishiad in fofo. How many of us get 1o
read our obifuanes ket slone rersad them ten years later?

Budletin No. 162 (September 1996) announced that the
Sockety's new Cathay Pactic Hide was open for business.
Mika Kiourn and Carrie Ma jointly took over the duties
of Bulletin Editor. Birdwatching in China was taking off
in a big way and Bulietin Mo, 163 (December 1896)
cantainged no fewer than four book reviews directly
relgvant to birding in the region. In this Buletin it was
goed 1o see a mini-revival of the cuting port formal
with & L Tai's Target 100 {they scoeed 105). On 26"
February 1997, Cheung Ho Fal demanstrated his CO-
ROM database Commen Hong Kong Binds &l the Royal
Cbsanvatory.

o Society website.

At the 1997 AGM. Richard Stolt stood down and Lam
Chui ¥ing was elected Chairman. Not only Hong Kong
but akso the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society was
entering a new ags.

Whan | took Bulietin 165 9.1997 out of its envelope in
mry Tandra studly, | was amazed, On the cover was a fine
phatograph of a Black-naped Tem in flight and inside
wera more photographs of tems af taken in Hong Kong
waters. Clearly, whilst most of the population was
mesmerised by the handover, the Society's
photographers wera busy on the high seas. B must have
been difficult encugh to find these rane tams ket alone
take photographs. The next adition, some thse months
later was even Mo Impressive - a professonal design
house had heiped with the layout and high guality art
paper used for thé photographs. Astonéshingly, the
photos inchuded a Barred Buttonquail and a male Pied
Harrier - species not seen well by most Horg Kong
birders and here they were photographed, Where had
these photographers bean hiding? Their work was
outstanding. Inside, the contents continued the high
standard employed in the previcus two Bulletins - a
matody of Society news and announcements,
conssrvation news, bird reports, humour, book evews
and overseas trip reperts. The Bulletin was no longer
a throwaway newsletter but a bookiet 1o treasure and




ABrown Fish Owl #if38

‘ Chan Kai Wai B{1E
o ¥y Pui O B 1200272008
o DSLR Camera, 500mm f/4 lens + 1.4x teleconverter




A White-bellied S
Isaac Chan PEACEHL gle-Juvenile FIBHRNGEIE
: Chek Keng #8 29/0812008

Camera, 300mm lens + 1.7x teleconvert ‘[

(14

£14 lens + 14% teleconverter



ACrested Serpent Eagle - Juvenile $EB8%)LS
oLDcaR
Tai Po Khli 300122007
DSLR Camera, 600mm lens

PRV

Bulbulzjuvenile

i 10/06/20



f;_a}nl'

Vo

A Peregrine Falcon if§fjt
Isaac Chan BEOEHE .
Mirs Bay JHI  18/07/2008
DSLR Camera, 300mm lens + §7x (¢

-



enjoy. A surpnising fact was that the new ook Bullatin
was cheaper to produce. Chan Ming Ming edited the
Chinesa Buletin and Mike Kiburm took care of the English
wvarsion. Among the later editors of the English Bullatin
wera Steve Burrows and John Holmes.

A standard had been set and for the next ten years the.
Buliating just got better and better. For me, some ol 1he
photographs were incredible. As | write, Bulistin 199
Spring 2006 is sitting on my desk and insida is a wondarl
photograph of a Chinese Song Thrush Tlrks mupinensis
taken on Po Tol This i a species hardly known in South
China lat alone Hong Kong and it was not just seen
through binoculars i was photographed for il to manvel.
Lecal bird phatograpiy mached a glonous cima with
the publcation of A Photographic Guide 1o the Birds of
Hong Kong by tha Sociaty in 2004,

The wiebsite was up and nunning and in due course, the
magrificent Awfauna of Hong Kong authored by a dique
of ten members was published. In the spring of 2000
the Society opened a small office and hired a Projects
Officer. In later yoars the office expanded and even
catenad for orders of books and bird retated items.

Twee excceptionad bingual editions of the Buletin publshed
in 2000 and 2001 dealt solely with the cass 10 save
Long Vialey and as is wel known, against all odds, the
Society's stance prevailed. This, though, was a bitter
dispute with several binding personalities, both amateur
and i g to underming the

opposing the

e

An innovation was the Bullistin editorial written by the
Chairman - Chairnan's Word. Niw reguiars

During my days as a trustes, WWFEHK led the way in
smvironmental ecucation in Hong Kong, Now it was the
turn of HKBWS, Not only were there training and
educational programmes. for the young but also the
eldarty. The popular Crested Bulbul Club was formed
to encoursge relirees 10 9o out and enjoy birds and the
countryside - the Portuguese word refarmadas is so
much better 1o describs us pensioners, I

In 2004, Lam Chiu Ying stepped down as Chairman and
Cheung Ho Fai was eectad in his stead. Nol oné 1o nist
on his laureis, CY became the Society's first President
and now keaps a fathedy eye on what is going on.

In &l of this change, founding members were not
forgatien. Forly Yoars On - Birding Recoliclions and
tha Society by Bryan Webster (Bulletin 168 5.1998) was
& rare ghmpse of birdwatchers and birchwaiching in Hong
Kong in the kate fiflles. Folowing the obituary of Arthur
51, (. Walton, Founding Chairman of tha Hong Kaong
Bird Watching Society, Lam Chiu Ying wote:

*I pever met hr. Walton but through our common inenest
in birchwatching, | can sense his kindness in hs love of
nature and his passion for sharing this appreciation. His
earty efforts marked the ongn of the present populaity
of birdwaitching in Hong Kong. Neary half a century 500,
8 gentieman from a distant country planted a seed out
af his love for natune. That seed has sinca fiourished and
is beginning 1o bear fruit in this land, It is such a wonder
in the schems of things."

My task was to review the Buletin in the middie years
of the Society and there is little point In trying to find
aven mon o describe what has happened

wens Cheung Ho Faé's Take 8 Clossr Look, which privded
much usehd fieid identification pointers and Fei Niu's
expert advice to the Society's budding legion of bird
photographers. Outings wers now visiting the rematest
comars of the SAR and even overmight camps organised.
The few reports of outings mostly covered these new
venues. The Socety's acthites received press coverage
and 10 keep memibers informaed imporant edarscis were
reproduced and translated, Projects were high on the

o of the new format Bulstin
members up-to-date on progress and ungng participation.
Bubatin 182 was & specil edition that looked back al
what the Socisty had achieved in 2001 - A wel-gesaned
pat on the back and a necessary preside 1o the Sociaty
becoming a corporate body in 2002

In recent years. Althcugh | am many miles away and
rarely return 1o 1he exciling place where | spant my
woeking life and ratsed my family, Hang Kong is at the
core of my being. | am truly proud 1o be a member of
the Hong Kong Bird Watching Sociaty and it s sways

with eager that | open & +

the next Bulletin. I
Ciive Viney i

Tavira, Portugal

30™ September 2008

chvenney@mal telepac.pt




— John Holme:

Honorary Game Warden - 1954
> -Mr. A O Barretto =

Ruy Barretto has kindly sent a copy of the Honorary
Game Warden Certificate issued to his late father,
Mr. A.O.Barretto, in 1954, Mr Barretio Sr. became
an early member of the HKBWS when it formed
in 1957,

The legal powes still lies with the Chief Executive
to appoint any person as a Nature Warden or
Honorary Nature Warden foe the purposes of the
Wild Animals Protection Cwrdinance, but - as Ruy
points out, -

“this offfce now only exists an paper. Despite
suggestions in past years for this power to be used,
there have been no appoiniments and it appears
this section has become rather a dead letter as a
result of AFCD decision rather than Law.... Honorary
Nature Wardens are an excellent way to get

responsible people involved.”
Ir appears that the old Agn:ullutc and Fisheries

{now AFCD) appointed a number of EovohAL SECRETARIAT.
Honof.qry Game Wardens, who became Honorary - Vivmmm Sy

Mature Wardens when hunting was finally banned
in about 1981, These included HKBWS members
such as Mike Chalmers, Gavin Cooper and Clive
Viney. A Mai Po Nature reserve Manager in the

19805, David Melville, was also an Honorary Nature F o e i
Warden and more recently, Lew Young was ol ot e S
appointed as one when he became MPNR Manager {hs Cormmer e o lasiat 12 epeuiet 1
in 1991, [ ——

s 1 malsed,

It seems true that this means of “outsourcing”
observance of the provisions of the Wild Animals
Protection Ordinance (Cap.170) has tailed off in
recent years, Whether this is due to liability issues
or to other reasons we can only guess,

{Vd like to thank the Honorary Nature Wardens,

past and present, named above, for their prompt
response (o my queries — Ed.) e

- = - .- -




3 two years later befors we were able

with birds. Our cnly guide in thase days was the experiance

Scciety and the venerable hardback book by G.A.C. Herklots. Such people as Fred Hechtel, Mike
wmawmmmmmmmmdmmm find the best spots and

Cove and Mai Po (how lucky can you get) and b & good range N

wmmmmmmmlmmm&nmdamm Plumbecis

‘Water Radstart along with Crested Buntings and Red taled Robin would send us speeding out 1o the

Sal Kung Peninsula 1o investigate furthr, It was not surprising tharefone that within six months both my
Bay and

PWD calleague and | selected some ramate g quarters at Cx
respactively. We were later jomed by another avid birder John Ghaprman who confirmed a lack of
regular watchers on the Peninsula, This quickly changed and we surveyed ai coastal zones, vallays.
and hils from Kowioon Peak to the end of the Peninsula and aiong the road to and beyond the Hebe
Haven salling chub, At Kowioon Peak guaranteed sightings of Lesser Goucal and vocalizations of Upland
Pipit and Chinese Francoin could be enjoyed above the roar of traffic along wiy beiow, Other reconds
of Broad-billsd Rioler, Jay, Hwamel and Yellow-belied Prinia wine ais0 noted for this highland casss but

th Chinesa Babax was never 1o be found..
The jewel in tha crown of Sai Kung Peninsula was undoulbiedy the Ho Chung fish ponds and the valley
above. John Chapman recorded NUMerous waders n his 1972 account. Many timés wa spent a good
half day from earty davn to midday surveying the river, ponds and rice Belds. Despite the purpie polluted
water discharging downstream from the dye cloth factory at the head of the valiey we often-saw Dauran
Redstart and Grey Wagtail along the stream course and occasionally Yellow Wagtal We much enjoyed
the Black-necked Starings ahways 1o be found in the nce fields with White-backed Munsa and on one
memarabls oocasion a Whites Thrush and Pekin Robin wers recorded, Black-taiied Hawfinch, Wryneck

and Gray-haaded Flycatcher wers found in the nearby wooded aeas.

Furtiher along the rodd one could iraverss a vary steep and narow Concile track constructad dunng
1he war and refemed 10 85 the "Japanase road” leading 1o Ma Nam Wat vilage. What a tranqul joy this
place was, It was ke walking back fifty years and we hat expected to burnp ino Herklots himself. The
Fork-talled Sunbind was always resident there along with visitors such as the Scardet Minivet, Grey
Bushchat and Blackbind. A good range of buntings, munias, mynahs and wagtals were to be found in
the village rice fieids, Traditional buffalo ploughing, rice paddy planting and natural gravaty irrgation
channeis flowad through the ares and later in the season hand theashing was winessed on the concrete
in front of the vilage houses. it was ndsed a place you could losa sight of the fact you wene stilin

HK: Looking through Herkdots accounts ona had 2 sense there wene many other locations n
that comprised quiet vilages each with their own “fung shul”™ wood that one could apprecate;
ing in hanmomy with nature and the bird biodvensity thived as a result

axgo:onlumyl it ms‘mEL&RnchTrmsnasamia

landed on my bakcony rall wera also good ticks, On this
‘colony when a bird netted in & nearky seminary




(These are hecked ds & bers are ded of
the importance of submitting all records on cards or
electronically)

A April

Though fiycatcher passaga was light, pood numbers of Grey-faced Buzzards and some stunning seabirds
sustained interast in the opening waek of the manth. After a prolongad flat panicd in méd-month which was
relieved by single Fairy and Blue-winged Pittas at Po Tor, the kst week of the month was vary good, with a
Grey Phalarope, record numbers of Asian Dowitchers and Grey-streaked Flycatchers, a Great Frigatebird
and 3 Himalayan Cuckoo, & potential first for Hong Kong,

Foliowing & countt of 44 on 1*, numbers of Grey-faced Buzzards at Po Tol (GW) ross o 98 the next day [GW),
the highest Apeil count yat, Thens were also sightings of 21 at Shing Mun (GHo) and two at Brides: Pool (RIWL)
the sarme day, after which thers wers up 1o three &t Po Tei on 3 and 5% and six st Mai Po on 47

Spring fiycatcher passags, though ighter than usual, was again evident at Po Tof where from 1% to 5% there
ware up 16 five Ferruginous, two Narcissus, two Blue-and-white and single Red-breasted and Japaness
Paradise Flycalchers, Other natabis sightings fom this & frst week included a

sghe Brown Hawk Owis (Northern Bockoks) on i dates, a late Red-flanked Bluetail and two ate Daurian
Redstarts {or 57).

A boat trip into watters on 57 led t0 sightings of an Aleutian Tem. the earfest spring record
oy 6 days, ot least 40 Long-tailed, cne or two Pomarine and thee Arctic Skuas, including one hamying a
Kittiwabka (L), EMSK).

wm-mmdwmummmm Mai Po, Shing Mun, Tai Po Kau and Tal
Po Kau Haadiand, highiights from other parts of 2650 Gull-billed Torns
intotal over Deap Bay and the Ma Po it on 1%, four Silver-be etails & 16 Black Bulbuls
at Tal Po Kau on 4%, an adult Vega Gull in kont of the Mai Po boardwalk. 52 Ashy Minivets at Sam Chung
(MLC]) and a Eurasian Jay, a local rarity, at Tai Lam CP (MLG).

By 8", Po Tol was described as quiet. An Oriental Plover was lound in fronf of th Mai Po Tower Hide on &
(TH} and remained thare through much of the month, 8 a Pectoral Sandpiper was nofed i tront of the
boardwalk tha sam day. gl

A Fairy Pitta at Po Toi on 10 (HTH) was the sariest ever by 8 days. Also seen here wers o Grey Nightjar
three Ashy Minivets and & J Paradise F Anather Ji Paradiso Flycatcher was
present 5t Mal Po the same day (KBL

Passage, however, remained unusually waak for the tima of year. Amang faw highlights were a Citrine Wagtall
2t the Mal Po access rad, three Blue-tailed Bee-caters at Mal Po, single Hodgson's Hawk Cuckoos at Hok
Tau (PUL) and Tai Po Kau (PRAC], & on 11™12% and & Slender-billed Gull, possibly ihe individual noied in
March, in front of the Mai Po boardwatk on 13" (YYT).



mmmmmmmmww
view of
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ducted in my - Tha Wil Our Y
concern about the lack of control and apparent inabiity

a8 4 natura reserve | thought | had done a good job. It was only Iater when | spotied mysaif on tha local

s looking Be a Mendcan bandit with dark skin, droopiny ol bong g with

amﬁammmmmawwmwm&wmm

attaned at ancthar event in Sek Kong which was the anmunl Agricultural Show where wa had some

mummumwmmwmm (see Annual Report 1872). A surprisingly
tumed out ta be Mumay Macl shose

uple who wanted copies:
mmmmmsumwmwnwmmmwmmmmm

mmmmmhmm
The Society in 1970 was in a poor state of finance and suffering from o a lack of recognition for its
effforts. Within thres things began to changs for a number of Masons. iIncreasad
publicity brought along new members including much needed local Chinese people, the Mal Po hunting
was stopped in 1973 and conservation plans starled fo gel drawn up by the Ag. and Fish Department
Laxking &t Mai Po now it is hard 1o believws what a struggle & was to get amything consenvad in times past.

Another improvement was the publication aof Mike Webstar's book on the Birds of Hong Kong in 1978
and the numerous articles he wrote for ihe Scuth china Morning Post on all aspacts of birdwatching

and bird speckes. Karen Philps 1he lustratoe Eter joined forces with anothar ahor fo produce the
Colour Guide 10 Hong Kong Birds who also happenad to b Societies Recorder of the day. | should
Ihad

” he e than the working
o 50 many bird outings---- Give Vingy, The fact that this book is now in
its sixth edition is 8 major credit 10 Cive's efforts both for the Sociaty

and for progressing q to higher
in Hong Kong.

On kaaning Hong Kong in October 1973 | happenad 10 mention
1o @ few friends some days bafcea that | was on 1599 species
and would ke 1o make the 200th before | go. Due to a few
false alarms | clsmbered aboard the Marco Polo boat in the
Farbour sl without my elushe 200h speces. | was instructed

1o open a file in méd channel after we embarked and found

a doubha breasted, bare rumped, long legged bird from the

ceotme page of Playboy with 200 writhen across the vital pans.

As this certainly would not count, | mused at the Herklots
accouns - of which | had leamt so many off by hearl over
thi prerdous thnee years. There was a record sent in by the
wmnemsnawesgramnwon:snagwmha

humaisla'adofCh&!\gCﬂau Nowmdlrrugh:




The HKBEWS Annual Reports of the fate 1980s had a
number of accounts of visits to exotic places in China
by Ben King, He went to Pangquanguo in Shanxi to
look for Brown-gared Pheasant (1984/5 report),
Wuyanling in Zhejiang for Cabot's Tragopan (1986
report), and, to me, most memorably of all, o Mahuang
Gou in Muli County in southwest Sichuan Province
whera he observed and recorded White-speckied
Laughmg'm.rmﬂ (1988 report),
as originally considered a rac
L.sugn-ngihrush ancl his :mu.. nmas ma;ntakw-:l in Prot.

spacies combines the characters of the Barred
sghingthnush and the Giant Laughingthnsh”. Tha Chiness
omithological authorities recogrized it &5 & Species in 1996,

Tha original specimen was takan in 1897 by Monsignor

aong Valay in what iz rowm\(ul
al Nature Reserve. himsef died in 1901

B3, Tha Catholic church at Clgu was destroyed d
urwnst in 1905, when the two French Missionaries

L

era oblained in the
nd Muli County in
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Amang surmmer visions staning to amhe af ths tme wen: Hainan Blue Flycatchers, which became unusualy
umarous In sheabland in the Wu Kau Tang-Brides Pool-Plover Cove area, with 10 occupied tertodes found
there during 11%-20™ [FWL).

An-armval of migrant fycatchers was noted at Po Tl on 137, inchuding four Narcissus, two Fermuginous, two
Blug-and-white, &1 sdut mais Yellow-rumped, very rare in sprng, and a Japanese Paradise (MOW). Also
presant wers five Goy four Chinese a Savanna Nightjar. & Chinese Blackbird
and two Chestnut-cheeked Starfings.

Awmmmmhmmmmummmﬂ*&mﬂsﬂmmh
et day (GW). Also noted on 17 were 5500 Curlew Sandpipers and at M
Po (¥YT), The latter were seen again two days iater (CC). Mmmmaww mawhmwm
record, was a Wikd Boar near the gate to tha boarciwalk on the Deep Bay side of tha security fence on 187
().

Reports curing 19723 included two Black Bazas &t Ping Kong (KJ), two Grey-faced Buzzards at Po Toi
(G, sinigie Brown Hanwk Owis of Cape o Aguiar (G0, PUL) and Lamma, & Eurasian Eagle Ow &t Mul Wo
mamwumm nwmmmmmumw
Fo two Chinese hircls {thought po a ir), 3 White's Thrush ard Japanese
Yellow Bunting #t Mai Po (MDW, JAA. PENW) and s very late Verditer Fiycatcher (K&RE) a Chinese Uinversity.
The Brown Hawk Owl off Cape o' Agullar on 19™ was the only significant sighting thens on & wat and windy

day whon il wost o Hong Ko

As passage inensified in the st wesk of the month, thans wors reports of 52 Long-toed Stints at San Tin
(JAA) and 48 Brown Skrikes at Po Tol [GW) on 24, 2 Himalayan Swiftiet, 50 Pale Martins (fohenensis)
and 40 Yollow-breasted Buntings &t the M Po actess road (DAD) on 25", 181 Gull-bilied Terns in Deap
Bay (AWLJ, very high numbars for late Apri, a Siberian Thrush, the latest spring record by 5 days, and 17
Groy-streaked Flycatchars 4t Dong Ping Chau on 26%, a Great Frigatebird in southern waters (PUL), the
first record sincs 18687 and hugely appreciated, a Little Stint at Shul Hau [PS), 15 Sanderlings at Dong Fing
Cheu (MOW), 20 Grey-stroaked Flycatchers at Si Lek Yuen (KF). the highest ever count, on 27, and saven
Biue-throated Bee-eaters at Shusn Wan (FWL) end a Brown Hawk Owl and six Blue-tailed Boe-caters al
Mal Po [ES} on 28", Ficord numbers of Asian Dowitchers were present at Mai Po, with 340 on 257 PR
rising to 428 (Y¥T) on 27,

On 257, o Grey Phalarope, the first since 1996, was found al Nam Chung and & Himalayan Cuckoo was
present at Tal Mei Tuk [RWL), The tatter, potentialy a Hong Kong frst following the spiiting of the former Criental
Cuckoo comphex inta the norherty Homseld's Clckoo Cucufus horstislch and the southery Himasayan Cuckoo
€. saluratus, was inftially bahaving &8 a bird on teritory and ramained into eary Mey.

The last day of tha morth saw & Pechora Pipit and Narcissus Flycatcher at Mai Po (YYT), three Blue-tailed
Bee-oaters &t Lamma and a Short-talled Shearwater off Fo Tol [GW).



Following a single 1938 sight record near Ligang and Ben
King's repart from Mull thers had bean na known bl sighting
for nearty twonty yBars.

Againgt this colourful background, Jemi and | went to Ligang
{¥unnany in December 2006. We spent time at scenic Lugu
Laka area bofore getting B saros of local buses across the
provincial boundary 1o Muli county in Sichuan

W found It harder than expected to prpaint exactly whena
Ban King had been in 1863, Arnad wilth a copy of hes report
and my afituds walch we soen found which palr the

road north of e county town passed fhrough sultaiie e au:n
with tha Fight habitat neartry. W discovered that “Mahuang
Gou® meant “Leach Valay”, but luckdly thare was no sgn of
thesa in Decamiber. We bashed aroond a few frosty valleys,
_and saw Giant, Elot's and Black-taced Laughingtinushes,
but o ™,

evening of May 1™ we must have atlually passed each other
on the dusty foed, only pioking‘up Blom's text messages
whon we amved back at the norhem oufskirts of Mul

On May 2™ we sel alt to Mahisng Gou again in a hired

departmant o!mtmwvwm Wi found out whisa the
wisitors had gone and set off afterthem.

W SEW meLnrunmmwoﬂa
in close behifd s, mmwmmmmwmm
ever takon of et in the widl

It mace for & very marmonbie few minutes to bump ino the
other birders Tn il Pl comee of Ghing, a0, &s I pre-
ordained, hayet an immedisie, 38 DY 8 cotoeratve
pair of these mageificent Bua[ﬁbl'rl.ﬂ\ee Atter s o
sucoess wa ekplonsd othee Valleys in the mea but none was
as::mmmrummgum tha 2% Inosed it was
all & bit of an antl-ciEe W‘ﬁﬂ'

Mnmmmnmﬂlnpwmmum
the Orontal Bind Club). Thers

xsmlﬁﬁhwﬂ..
L .'r. ) v—m
phprom=15810=12 Z
of Veite-pacided Laughingitirush by both BA and
w';weaajﬁuonmsonamw

xﬂmmmwmhmmm
_ “have a go for this bird, we agresd with BA to.

maks bur separate ways 1o Mul and meet up there, Jemi
2 1ok & new roUb for s, Bying 10 Xichang Fom Chengdhs
oq.bqlm" Biotn and Nick Dymond flew to Xichang eafly.
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Sccing

A commesation with Dr. HF Cheung had ma stared thinking
about wiiting a book. [t's noft for th money but the wish to
s mysed trough words. Thanks 1o the advice of Gary,
1 ook & Stap forward in realkzing my wish with this arkcie. Not
& veny shdled witer mysel, | bog your tolerance.

1t's boen almost 5 years since | irst encourtered bird walching.
5 years, not a long fime, but | did laam things which wes nol
taught in the 9 yoors oneg spends in school.

Books ane dead, binds are alive. Words aione cannotl describe
the Iveliness of 8 Japanesa Wiig-eye, pictures alone cannol
pant tha true colours of 8 Common Kingfsher. “Reading ton
ihousand scrolls ks not as good as waking ten thousand
miles”, one can only appreciate 1he gitt of nature through
plrsonal Epenence.

Bird watching is unpradictable, e in e, it is full of surprises.
A visit 08 the everyday Hong Kong Park may be frustrating
when not even a White-rumped Munia is in sight, b instead
thene appeans in the shade of the pond. & Yellow Bitern, And
et when yeu're mesmrised by the sght of the Night Herons
In Kowipon Park, suddenly they take off and dsappear o
the blue siy. Lika in B, one can wilnass ife and death in &
sama day; o bé & billonaine one day and bse everything n
e ngst

Thera s ancther nssght from watching brde. Seeing the Bam
Swallow diligently nest bullding, feeding the ; of the
Bilack-winged St sparing nothing to delend is family, ons
cannat hilp but be 1ouched by the powsr of parental love,
Mow whenever | quanel with my tamily, a litthe swallow wil
come 1o mind and act as our “mediator”.

| grew up with very few friends, and whan | sea tha Masked
Laughingthrishes always planing hapody o paties of G or 7,
| ervy thern, This in tbum becomes a force that pushes me out
of my shell end 10 begin to strike up comvensations with othars.

Life through Birds

When | met wih tailure, the sight of a Litle Egrat not ghing
Lp on finding & catch Gespite NUMErDUS Altempis, puts me
back on my feet and | vow anew to succead

Al thesa and mone, & expenences gained only afer | began
o a5 & bird watcher, Mr. Chiu-ying Lam once said, 'Feathers
open & door in my haart, through which my mind soars tar
and high in freedom.” From my own personal expanience, t's
often me walching birds, birds waiching me. Tha interfiow
between man and bird may not seom extraordingry, but it
heips fift me up when I'm down, show me the rainbow in my
rairy ciws. | laam 10 sea ife in #s full colours, and open up
my ayes 1o tha worid.

Mo words can doscrib the inspiration that birds have brought
urta the human race. | thank you all for staying with ma to
thés part, your comments and achica will be of great banefit
toma, ! # contnue 1o march on the path of my ife.

On a final note, | feel gratedul tor nature wiich allows ma to
write my own life's scone, and for sending the birds-as an
inssrumnt that adds rhythm o the flow of my music. May
rman and bets bve in hanmony, meay ratun b pregened lomer.




A May

For the third successive yaar, May was fll of intarest, highlighis this year being two spacies of pita at Po Tol,
b rurmibers of Dolarbirds, the first tropicbind for Horg Kong, seabind passags in southem waters and record
numibers of smal bittams ke in tha month,

Avisit to Po Tol on 1% turned up a Blue-winged Pitta [PAMW), possibly the bird found in mid Apeil, Alsa present
were a Ck Goshawk, 2 st Narci ty and six Gray [GIC). Highiights
of & boat rip Into southerm waters the same day wers & Short-tailed Shearwater, 16 Alsutian Temns and a
Pomarine Skua (MT, PAMW et &

Amongst ather reports on 1% wen a Himalayan Cuckoo again &t Tal Mel Tuk and a Grey-faced Buzzard &t
Pinchg;‘Emmelareamspringbyaom.humwm{ubﬂwmﬂmmwmmm
Ping Long, Tai Long Wan and Lammsa on 1st, 10 at Wu Kau Tang on 2™ and 10 mors at Ho Ghung and Nam
Chungon 3,

Migrants present in the Deap Bay area on 27 inciudad 12 Blue-tailed Bee-eaters at Mai Fo (BS), 50 Pale
Martins and two Pechiora Pipits a1 the M Po access road DAL}, and a Bafllon's Crake, 25 Long-toed Stint
and two Pechora Pipits at San Tin (AA). Fiocks of Cattle Egrets also becarna appanant o 1hes tme.

A It Fairy Pitta was found at Po Tol o0 57 slong with five Blue-talled Bee-eaters (PAMW).

The excitament of two pitta Species in the first three days of the month was scipsed by the discovery of &
tropachind off Waglan istand on 4% (M), m&ummmwdwmwm@mmm

the HKEWS-charterad boat, and the super ph the HEBWS webisita (PHo, PEMW
rmmummrwasamwmlhbmmmmmcm
Other seabieds jound during this outing, which was s birers coming In from Shenzhan
and Gi zhou, includad & Short: 30 Aloutian Terns. 3 Bridied

Tarn and an Arctic Skua, whilst landbirds seen on Po Tol fself included an Aslan Lesser Cuckoo (K] and &
Blue-winged Pitta once again [GJC)

Tha e ciay & Spoon-billed Sandpiper was 1 Mai Po [YYT) and 53 Brown Sheikes and ten Arctic Warblers
wera courited at Fo Tol (GW),

Numbers of Blue-talled Bee-eaters at Mai Po continued 10 rise though the first week, from 12 en 2™ to 17
on 4™, peaking at 23 on 7, the latter fiying into & mangrove roost &t 1900n (BS, KL). A Biack Bittorn was
‘also nofed &t Mal Po on 77

Lake afternocn seawsiches from Po Tol during 77-15™ brought mports of up to 15 Short-talled Shearwaters
25 wall a5 an unidentifed Frigatebird (GW), whilst coverage of the istand ftself up to 187 led to sightings of
‘single Chestnut and Black Bitterns, two Black Bazas, & very B oy 101", 2 Brown Hawh
Owl, a Brown Crake, & Pechora Pipit of the taxon menzba (on 12", & te migrant Russet Bush Warbler

1



and the latest ever sping mcords of Yallow-browed Warbler (on ") and Japanese Paradise Flycatcher
5L on 127,

Highiiahts at ather localities durng this period (MOW, EMSK, YYT, BS, KL, KU, GT, RWL, GJC) were a Chestnut-
winged Cuckoo (local rarity), three Chinese Grosbeaks and a Black-naped Oriole af Chaung Chau on 107,
two Bazas, i Chinese and a late Silky Starfing at Long Valiay on the same dats, a Pectoral
Sandpiper, 8 Common Buzzard (on 13" - 22 days later than the latest spring record isted in The Awfauna of
Hang Kong) and a late Saunders's Gull, ak 1 Mal Po during 127-14", a Pheasant-tailed Jacana. hs long-
staying Grey Phalarope, a Eurasian Eagle Owl and 1 Brown Fish Owl at Nam Chung during 77157, a
Hodgson's Hawk Guckae at Ghung Mai on 157, a migrating Ospray over Tai Mo Shan fon 15%) and a

Hawk Cuckno and Whit d Needletail, ine lstest spr 4 dinys, 8t Robin's Nest
aisoon 15

Seabirds sighted durng a boat Irp it southern welers on 177 : Short: Streaked
Shearwaters, 260 White-winged, five Common, len Aleutian, thres Roseats and 30 Black-naped Terns,
whist chial amangst 1ha landbinds found on Po Tol the sanma day were six Sitky and six White-cheeked
Starlings, a Black-naped Oriole and a late Litthe Bunting.

mmnmamuumummdsummmmaunuddwmmum
month, At Po Toi, 14 Yollow, Chestout 207, totals
fisng 1o 44 Yellow, 20 Schrenck’s fby tar the lurgest numbe yet reported In Hong Kangl inchuding a single flock
of 22 flying in off tha sea. sight Black and two Chestnut on 21% (GW), Numbers then fell 1o 17 Yellow, three
Schranck's and two Black Bitterns the next day. Elsewhers, a count of 50 Yellow Bitterns at Lok Ma Chau
on 227 [PJL) was fhe highest in Hong Kong since 1962, whilst up to six smal bitterns were also reported at
Long Vabey, Shak 0, Cheung Chau and Mai Po (YHS, D8, MOW, BS, KL), Also, & flock of at lsast 15 undantified
small bitlerns, eithar Schrenck's or Yellow, was 5een over the 5ea in SoUtham waters on 24™.

Among a series of unususl records in this period wen  Brown-headed Thrush, a Po Tl on 207 (GW), mare
than a maonth Iater than the latest spring record listed in The Awfauna of Hong Kong, a first-summer Amur
Faloon &t Kam Tin on 207-21* (K. the fisst aver spang record, & Malayan Night Heron, two Brown Hawk
Mmmmmw pring by & days, a count of Shrikes alinearly al

i}, v hale L and one Pallas's Warblor, af at Po Toi on 21, & Himalayan
Swifthet thare pn 22 (GW), and a Chinese Penduline T, the Iatest In spring by 6 days, at Mal Po on 237
(PUL). Two rare spring migrante/summer visitors heard In the ciosed area at Lin Ma Hang on 22 were a
Hodgson's Hawk Cuckoo and &n Asian Lesser Cuckoo (GJC), whis! a vocal Bay Woodpecker was prasent
21 Tal Po Kau Headland on 23™ (REKE)

An ecaliant month came o an end with small bitterns at Long Valley, Po Tol and Hong Kong Park [EMSK,
R, GW), a Red Turtle Dove at Po Toion 27" (GW), Greater Painted Snipe chicks al Mal Po (FE), adul
Pheasant-tailed Jacanas at Mai Fo and Lok Ma Chau, bringing Hops that they might breed (PJL, KL, two
Orange-headed Thrushes at Tal Mo Shan LIGHWAF) and an Ancient Auldet, near Tap Mun on 31% (7).



HKBWS coming activities

Date Time and site Difculles  Target species
08/11/2008 Tai Sang Wai (Grested Buloul Giub Activity
may | || {08:00 Hang Heung Gake Shop, Yuen Long) Hk [V
08/11/2008 Kam Tin . R TR
16/11/2008 I s
Sun) {08:00 Hang Séng Bank, Tuen Wen MTRstation) | *% | Forestbios
Z3/11/2008 Mui Toa Lam z
o | (0800 Exit B, Tal Shui Hang Ma On Shan Rai station Ry |iFome bR
06/12/2008 Sha Tin Pass (Crested Buloul Ghib Activity) e Pt
. __mmmmmwmgm 1 2
1411272008 -
S | 1200 | jﬂBmEn&TurgMMmmm} |
28122008 | 0BOO- | TaiPokau T
Sun) | 1200 | (OEWT*F‘O'.W“M?H.‘?
03/1/2008 | 0800- | Teim Bai Tsul (Crested Bulbul Giub Actity) e
[Sat) 1200 (0600 Tin Shf Wal, Tin Chak Estate Shopping Centre, et near Tin Yat LT)
: *k
x
(Sur) | 1200 | {0800 Interssction of Siu Lam Road) =
75/1/2008 | 0800- | Shek Kong catchment
1800 | (08:00 Exit G, Kam Sheung Aoad West Rai Statior) ik
01/2/2000 | 0800- | Ma PoNature Reserve
Sum) 1600 | (03:00 Kowloon Torg MTR Staton fXent Road exif, OR 0300 MaiPo | s
| comarkend 15:00 Mai Po, 1600 Kowoon Tong) ! | S
07/2/2008 | 0800- | Nam Sang \Wai (Crested Bulbul Club Acthy) o
(Saff_ | 1300 | {0600 Happiness Restaurant Yoen Long MIRWost ai staor il
0&/2/2008 | 0800~ | Shing Mun Country Park T
1600 | {0800 Exit C, Hang Seng Ban M?—
15202008 - Mai Po Natuna Resarg
1600 | {0:00 Kowloon Tory MR Station (ent Road &l OR 000 MaPo | %% | Waterbids
- L | coman end 15:00 Mai Po, 16:00 Kowloon Teng) |
2222008 | 0ADO- | WunYiu o | | ot
| fSun) | 1200 | (0800 Tai terminal access, Tai Po Market MTR Sation) |
01/3/200 | 0800- | Ta PoKau :
_iSum | 1200 | (0B:00TeiPoKeucamard | ittt
07/372008 | 0800- | Ta Sang Wal (Crasied Buibul Cub Actity) % | vt
[Sat) | 1300 | (08:00 Hang Heung Cake Shop, Yuen Long) |
15/372009 0800-  Mai Po Nafure Reserve -
{Sunj 1600 | (0800 Kowloon Tong MTR Staion (ent Road e, DR DB00 Mai P | sk | Waterbirds
| | carpakznd 15:000 Mai Po, 16:00 Kowloon Tong) | |
22/3/2008 | 0800- | Tal MoShan ww | Grassnd
{Su) | 1200 | (0800 Ext C, Hang Seng Bank, Tsuen Wan MTR Sation) | specks
B8 | 00| Fo Band i o W
{Sun) 1600 Mok This wall e 4 Jong frip o open walers, The fide coukd b wlhi * Soeabirds
fougih and some peopil may be seasick

]



November 2008 - March 2009

Indoor Meetings
Date Duration Topic

251172008 | 1900 - Identification of Thrush
(s 2100 [in Cantonese)
3011272008 . 1900 - A Review of the Wid Animal Trads
(Tug) 2100 in Hong Kong (in Cantonese)
21/N72009 | 1800 - § -k s
e 3100 I The Birds of Po Toi {in English)

Remarks

Speaker(s) _'J'ﬂ'luu

Room 901, Scount Assc.
of HK, Austin Ad

Dr. Michasl Lau | poom 001, ScountAsso.
Kadoorie Garm & |

Cx. HF Cheung

| Botanic Garden immmm

i | Rocen 901, Scount Asso. |
M. Goolt Weich | 0t o
|

CesssssssEsNEAESSESEEESSEEEESEEEES

Code ofcomuct for Birdwatching and Bird Photography « ssssssssssssss .

The objective of HKBWS is to promote the study,
appreciation and conservation of birds in Hong Kong. In
addition, the Society also facilitates the exchange of

and redated 1o ng. In

and bird

Sinca

n
birds ame sensitive to e o
to @void bringing disturbance to their kves. In order to
provide a model for good practices in birdwatching and
bird photography, the Sockty’s Executive Committes has
drawn up the Risk b fi
and guide to both HKBWS members and the general
public,

1. The Welfare of Birds Comes First
Birdwatching and bird photography should ba camed
out with minimum interderence to the birds. Disturbance
must be avoided as far as possible,

a Stop If the birds appear dsturbed begin fo move away
e axhibit other abnommal reaction

. Exerciss additional precautions when the activity is
undertaken with & e group of people

o. Do net attempl 1o influence the behaviour of bads,
8.0. by flushing. chasing or baiting

d. Use flash only sparingly

&. Do not damage the natural environment

2. Protect Sensitive Sites
The roost of rarites
care to minimize dishurbance.
& Keep a suitable distance 1o avold stressing the birds
b. Do not land on istands with breeding colonles
¢. Do not disturb nests and their sumounding vegetation,
or the nest could be abandoned or bacoma exposed
to predators
d. Share information about the sites with discretion and
do not reveal it casually in public, Explain cleary to
those who may not understand the Code, to avald
bringing disturtiance to the site
your actions may attract

and hence disturbance fo the site

a

3. Report Disturbances
f you find pecple disturbing or causing harm to bards,
advise against the act when it is sale to do so,  they
cannot be stopped, take photos and repor to the AFCD
as so0n a5 possible. Post a report at the Sociaty's
onine Forum,

4. Respect Others

. Sharg the fun-avoed disturbing other birdwatchers or
photographens on ste.

Ib. Take care not fo damage facilties or crops at tha sile.



HKBWS Activity Booking stip

| would like to register the 9 HKBWS activities: (Please f as app

A Mai Po Outings

0O 1Feb2009(Sun) (__m ). non-f ) No. of using the coach is ]
315 Feb 2009 (Sun) (___ q noe ) No. of (s} using the coach is )
015 Mar 2009 (Sun) | ___ 5), non No. of (5} Lsing the coach is ]
A Po Toi and Hong Kong South waters

029 Mar 2009 Sun) | non-m No. of )is )

# We will confirm the i whether their ien is pted or not about 2 weeks before the outing,

Onee confirmed, no refund will be made no matter they can attend the outing or nat. If we cancel the outing
due to inclement weather or special reason, all participants will be refunded.
According to the requirament of the Hong Kong Police and the Agri Fistanias and Cor ion Dk PAECants
antering Mai Po should provide their ful name and Hong Kong 1D Number (passport number for oversed visitors lin ander fo
access 1o the Frantier Closed Area and Mal Po Marshes.

A Mai Po Qutings  (Members not using the coach do not need to pay. Mon-members will have to pay the coach
fare of HK$60 disregard of whether they make usa of the coach,)
[Coach Fare: Mamber; HKE40 Student Member: HKE20 Non-member: HKSE0]

A Po Toi and Hong Kong South waters
[Boal Fare: Mermbar: HKE160 Non-mamber: HKE200]

I | Ilslrlmtﬂ HK 1D No. Mhblﬂ Coach
b et Ll PR | Phone EmalAcaee |Gt
— I
i L 1 il

Enciosed pleass find a Cheque of HKS (Payabde 1o The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society Limited)
(For aur adminisirative comeniance, peast do not pul the regisiration fee of difierent autings inlo one cheque.!
Nama © Mernbarship o E-mat:
Mobile Phone No. : Date : |

Plaase send this sip together with a crossed chegue to:
Floor 14, Ruby Commercial Building, 480 Nathan Road, Yau Ma Tei, Kowloon

« Appiication should be made at least two weeks before the dato of the cuting and on first
PPl - he changes of he acinites our i 11).
Bl - Arangement during bad westher: When Tropical O above o Biack are hoisted by
R e Hong Kang Obsesvatory at 7:00 am on the event day, the scthty wil liod, g
=l activay, Team Laader wil decide f the activity should be continued or cancefied. You Ieader 3t 9457 g the

avend dary If you Tave any query about the weather.
Disclaimes mmmmmmmmmmwwm for expenditure or other fabiities ansing fom
the activities. Participants are recommended fo purchas

®






7/05/2008

A Black-throated Laughingthrush [T 8 0
Christina Chan FU#0]

LI 1500602008

DSLR Camera, 300mm lens + 1.4x teleconverter

Lung Fu Shan



A Greater Painted Snipes 1]
Cherry W i

Mai Po K4 11/06/2008
DSLR Camera, 50-300mm {/4-6.3 lens
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